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HISTORY 

O F T H E 
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Turkifh, or Ottoman Empire, 

From its Foundation in 1300, to the Peace of 
Belgrade in 1740. 


SOLYMAN I. 

(Continued from the firji volume.) 

T HE emperor remained fcwne time in J.c-1536, 
peace in his capital; but his bad fuc- He g . 943 . 
cefs., only iqcreafed his ambition. Dif- «— 
contented "with the expeditions to Afia and A- 
frica, he meditated to make himfelf amends for 
them in Europe. Francis I. king of France, 
folicited fuccours from him againft his rival 
Charles V. Latibeg, the new grand vizier and 
brothefMn~]aw to the emperor (for Solyman al¬ 
ways gave his filters in marriage to his mjnifters), 
fitted out a powerful fleet to ravage the coafts of 
Italy and Spuinj but the conclufion of a truce 
voi. ix; between 
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HISTORY OF THE OTTOMANS, 
j.c. 1536, between Francis I. and Charles Y. caufed all 

& I S37* , 

9431 thefe maritime forces of the Turks to be turned 
*—\rw againft the republic of Venicej for the generals of 
the emperor of the Weft had found means to render 
the Venetians fufpedted at the Porte, notwith- 
ftanding the treaties which united thefe two 
powers. The Ottoman fleet failed therefore to 
ravage the ifle of Corfu. The liege of the capital 
of the ifland was raifed almoft immediately, be- 
caufe Latibeg, the grand vizier, jealous of Bar- 
barofla, who commanded the fleet, perfuaded his 
matter that Corfu was impregnable. The cap¬ 
tain bafhaw abandoned the ifland, to his great 
regret, as foon as he received orders for it j but 
he did not leave it without a vaft booty, and 
dragging after him a number of flaves. Having 
entered the Archipelago, he took fome iflands 
croqueft belonging to the republic, fuch as Sciro, 
nLnds'Yn ■P a bT 10S > Stampalia, Paros, and fome others, 
the Aichi- Charles V. offered the Venetians fuccours. 

pejago # * 

from the which proved fatal to themj his admiral, Andrew 

Veqc- 

tims. Doria, who commanded the combined fleet of 

t£t\7 hh re P u blic of Venice, the emperor of the Weft, 
fubiit. and the pope, betrayed, on this occafion, the 
interefts of the allies whom his matter wifhed to 
weaken. Doria always avoided carrying fuc-, 
cours to the iflands attacked by the Turks, and 
conducted all his forces towards the places where 
thefe republicans had nothing to fear. He loft 
defignedly two occafions of vanquifhing Barba* 

fgfiav 
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roffa. In fine, all the exploits of a fleet of two J-C-'536, 
hundred fail extended to the taking of Caftel- Heg. 5 ^, 
novo, which Capello, the Venetian admiral, took 
againft Daria’s confentj but it was impoflible to 
prevail on the admiral of th'efe pretended allies to' 
profit by this advantage. According to the em¬ 
peror’s orders, he haftened his retreat, and Bar- 
baroffa foon retook Caftelnovo. At length the 
Venetians, weakened by their Ioffes and exaf- 
perated at the treachery of Charles V. alked 
peace of the Porte. Solyman would not liften 
to any propofals, unlefs the fenate confented to 
relinquifh their claim to the iflands which they 
had loft in the Archipelago. 

This was not the only fuccefs which the fultan 

Conquers 

owed to his generals : he had at the fame time fr,>m the 

„ ■» Portuguefe 

fent part of the army intended againft the emperor in . Arabia 
of the Weft to the coaft of Arabia, under the 
command of an eunuch, called Solyman: this is 
the firft, and almoft the only time, that we fee 
an eunuch fill another place than thofe in the 
feraglio. It was intended to interrupt the ipice 
trade, which the Portuguefe, matters of the In¬ 
dies and of one part of Arabia* wanted to mono¬ 
polize. The Turkifh emperor hated the Por¬ 
tuguefe, who had taught the Perfilhs the ufe of 
fire arms and the art of founding cannon. The 
prince of Portugal too, not long fince, had joined 
Charles V. in the expedition againft Tunis. The 
eunuch Solyman cleared the lea in the courfe of 

a yearj 
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J.C.153G, a y ear . he took the kingdom of Aden, which he 
Heg! S 943. cheated the Muffulman monarch out of, under 
v— a falfe pretence of alliance} he made' himfelf 
mafter likewife of the kingdoms of £ebit and 
Cambaia, which the Portuguefe were incapable of 
defending. Thefe three petty ftates, which form 
part of Arabia felix, produce a great deal of bal- 
fams and perfumes. Solyman formed them into 
one fangiacate. 

j.c. 153?, The news of thefe conquefts alleviated a little 
jfcg- 945> the chagrin which tormented thefultan. He had 

tc 946* " , . 

feen confirmed under his eyes the half of his capital 
by two fcourges, which were more terrible, becaufe 
Conftan- they happened at the fame time. The plague, 
S'ei’ more fatal and more contagious than any other 
Kesat difeafe, makes lefs ravages in the Eaft than in the 
temperate climates; but it is much more frequent 
there. One may almoft aver that this diforder is 
always in Conftantinople. At certain times it is 
incurable, at others eafy to be cured. The con¬ 
tagion is more or lefs ftrong, according to the 
ftate of the air. Perfumes and baths are mud* 
ufed againft the plague, particularly to prevent 
it. In the year 1539 it became exceedingly bad, 
for a dreadful fire having broken out in the mid¬ 
dle of the right, when the plague was very rife, 
all the inhabitants ran into the middle of the 
ftreets. To efcape one great danger, they 
expofed themfelves to another. Some car¬ 
ried death to the place where the cries of the 

wretched 
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wretched aaimed their affiftance; and others, J- c - >5i s > 
to avoid the flames, precipitated themfelves H ^- g 945* 
into f an ‘irtfe&ed air, where they met their end. ' — r—* 
The diforder irtcreafed by the fatigue, and 
fpread by the perfpiration. Moft of the private 
houfes at Conftantinople are only of painted 
wood. ’ More than one third of the city was con- 
fumed.' Thoufands wHo efcaped the flames fell 
fadriffceS to tlie plague'; in a few days, Conftan¬ 
tinople became as defert and defolated as if this 
great city bad been taken'by aflault. Solyma'n, 
who for fevefal days had watched to oppofe the 
pfogrefs of the fire, and who, notwithftanding the 
danger he ran, had never quitted his capital, 
faw, with the greateft' afflidion, near one third of 
the inhabitants of. Conftantinople deftroyed by 
the di(temper or the flames. He ordered heaps 
of aromatic herBs to be burnt in the ftreets, and 
perfunies to be diftributfed at a very low price. 

Several years did not repair this lofs; the 
houfes only were foon rebuilt, as the emperor 
leffened the impofts on them and on the cuf- 
toms, the only ones to which the Turks are 
habitually accuftomed. The misfortunes which 
Solyman had witneffed, and the paihs that he had 
taken to preferve himfelf, made him forget' for 
fome time the defirfe of cohqueft, fo natural to 
him. His avidity however foon recalled him 
into Hungary. 


roi, ir. 
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King 
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King John was lately dead. He left one fora 
'—a year old under the guardianlhip of Ifabella his 
wife, lifter of the king of Poland. This princefs 
had for advifer a monk, called George, become 
bilhop of Waradin, an old fervant of the houfe 
of Zapoli. The treaty made between the two 
kings of Hungary, which gave only Tranfylvania 
to the pofterity of John; theinfancy of the only 
fon left by that prince j and the power of the 
houfe of Auftria ■, feemed to promife Ferdinand of 
Auftria the peaceable enjoyment of a kingdom, 
which, he thought, belonged to him. He fent 
to Ifabella to furnmon her to execute the treaty, 
and, in confequence, to carry her fon to Tranfyl¬ 
vania; he fent likewife to Conftantinople this 
fame James Lafchi, who had formerly procured 
for king John the protection of the Porte, and 
who had fince quitted the fervice of that prince 
for the houfe of Auftria. Solyman, without re¬ 
garding tfie character with which Lafchi was 
inverted, had him arrefted as a traitor. This 
man, terrified, gave all the information that was 
demanded of him, thinking much lefs of ferving 
Ferdinand, than of recovering his liberty. When 
they, had drawn from him the real ftate of Hun¬ 
gary, and what were the refources of Ferdinand, 
the grand vizier ordered him, to go and tell his 
pretended mafter, that St. Stephen’s crown be¬ 
longed to the pofterity of John Zapoli,-under the 
high fovereignty and protection of the Ottoman' 

empire; 
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empire ; that if that prince had, through' weak- J^;’ 540 ' 
nefs, contracted engagements contrary to the ' 
rights of the Porte and thofe of his houfe, the 
Ottoman fword would foon cut them afunder. 

Queen Ifabella ? s envoy arrived at Conftan- 
tinople at the fame time as Ferdinand's. They 
loaded him with careffes, and promifed his mafter 
all the fuccours he could hope for. Ferdinand 
had no reafon to be better pleated with the 
fteps he had taken with tjueen Ifabella; this 
princefs, who. expected great things from her al¬ 
lies, replied to her Ton's rival, that the king of 
Poland, her brother, would direct her proceedings, 
and that lhe expected he would explain to her 
the interefts of her fon and his. Ferdinand per¬ 
ceived that it was ufelefs to negotiate : he placed 
general Rbgendorf at the head of the troops fur- 
nilhed' him by Charles Y. and thofe which he 
kept himfelf in pay. The Auftrians foon took 
Vicegrad and Bafciaj but it was more important 
to take the town of Buda, in which John’s fon 
refided with his mother. He had juft been 
crowned there with the ancient crown of Saint 
Stephen, revered in Hungary, which was in the 
poffefiion of that party. This circumftance, fri¬ 
volous in appearance, made great impreffion on ^ b _ 
the minds of the people. Rogendorf had fcarcely 
inverted Buda, when Mahomet, bafliaw of Bel- th . e 

_ army of 

srade, appeared at the head of a numerous in- Ferdinand 

o ' rr _ before 

fantry. Solyman had. left Conftantinople to Bud*. 
vol. ii. B 2 come 
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j.c. >j4c. come and vifit his conquefc (for fo he ..called 

•Heg. 047. t • 

v—* Hungary), but he was ftill .at a^diftanpe, when 
the bafhaw Mahomet obliged Rogendorf to come 
to aftion.in the plains of Ruda. The battjle.was 
bloody and obftinate. The partifans of king 
Stephen (for fo they Jiad named John’s .fon) did 
not appear there. This-infant .king had not 
'even foldiers* enough to guard the gates of 
Buda; and the Hungarians of hivp^rty, pre¬ 
fumed already that their mafter was no longer 
fought for. Rogendorf was beaten, wounded, 
and died of his wound 5 his foldiers, afmoft en¬ 
tirely difperfcd, experienced, all the hardlhips 
of misfortune: the Turks butchered all that 
fell in their way. The peafants, foured by the 
miferies brought on them by .the war, maflacred 
all Ferdinand’s foldiers that they law :fleeing 
without defence. The fultan at length arrived 

•Theempe- . ’ ° 

rorofthe before Buda, perceiving nothing throughout but 

Tarks ar- . , ' * . 

rues bcfo»e deyaftations and bloody figns of victory j he en?- 
camped in the plain, and fent to compliment 
queen lfabella, who lodged in the caftle. • 

Remakes - ' Solyman excufed himfelf from ( viliting this 
h^Tthe " 8 princefs on account of decency. He fent to de- 
st'pben" 8 b fe t0 have theperfon of the king intrufted to 
kuig jchn Rahella, alarmed, would fain refufe hitq her 

fon; but the bilhop of Waradin made her fenfi- 
ble, that, in his feeble ftate, it would be dan¬ 
gerous to Ihew a miftruft to an ally powerful and 
abfolute, They furrounded this infant with the 

nioft 
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moil attra&ive magnificence* but which did not fe.is$°- 
conceal his weaknefs from the eyes of the Turks. v—-* 

All the grandees, the old lervants of king John, 
carried .the young prince to Solyman, who re^ 

■ceive^ .the fon of his vaffal with, an apparent 
■kindnefs. , He took, him in his arms, and ordered 
two of his fbns who accompanied him, to carets 
th|s child whom they ought to proted. He 
caufed a fuperb .entertainment to be ferved up to 
the -lords who had efcofted little^Stephen 5 byt^ 
in the middle of ail thefe .demoyffrations of 
l^ndnefs, Solyman ordered; the janiffaries tf> 
fe^e on the gates of Buda. He recommended He feJze?> 
them to enter the. town in a large number and °" d B r “d„. 
without arms, under pretext of curiofity. When 
they faw themfelves greatly fuperior in number to |j£ s“ a - 
the Hungarian guard, they feizecj on all the gates, waywode 

a „ of Tran- ’ 

almoil without linking a blow, and publiihed, fyivama. 
that they would guard it for their mafter Soly- Cher flees 
man. Though Isabella had forefeen this misfor- into that 
tune, heraffliftion was extreme. She wrote to provmce ’ 
the emperor of ,t.he Turks a letter, full of grief, 
fubmiijGon, and reproaches j. Ihe earneftly de- 
pianded the execution of his pronfifes and the 
prote&ion that, he owed the widow and the or¬ 
phan j in fine, (he exerted every effort to excite 
genprofity in the heart of this barbarian. But 
file, received in reply an order, to write to all the 
governors of the towns that held for her fon, to 
furnyider their places to the Ottoman garrifons. 

Towards 
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Towards the evening of the fame day, Solyman 
» fent back the young prince to the cattle of Budaj 
but he retained allthe lords who had.accompa¬ 
nied him. The emperor replied to the earneft 
folicitations that were madfe him from Ifabella 
to releale the fervants of her fon, that he would 
fet them at liberty when he Ihould be matter of 
the places which, he wanted to get poffeflion of. 
Every inffiant Ihe had meflages, or rather orders, 
from Solyman, which rendered her condition 
more mortifying and wretched. In the courfe of 
the fame day fhe received an order to retire to 
Lippa with her fon, a prohibition to have her fon 
called king of Hungary, the enfign of fangiac 
which conftituted him folely governor or way- 
wode of Tranfylvania under the fovereignty of 
Solyman, and laftly, a lift of the Hungarian offi¬ 
cers whom the emperor appointed counfellors and 
guardians to th^ young waywode, not choofing to 
truft the mother, either with the education of her 
Ton, or the exercife of that ftiadow ,of authority 
which was yet left her. It is true, that almoft all 
thofe, who had been nominated in the will of 
king John to fhare between them the weight of 
government, were likewife chofen by the emperor 
of the Turks. 

The unfortunate queen confined herfelf to this 
fingle favor, that they would be pleafed to indulge 
her fo far, as to delay Till her departure the ad- 
miniftering of juftice, in the name of Solyman, 

and 
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and the converting of the churches into mofques; £ c>, 54°. 
and the firitan at firft had not dared refufe it her. »—v—» 
But as Isabella's ftay was longer than -was ex¬ 
pected, (he had the mortification to fee the imans 
enter the churches where ihe was addreffing to 
God the raoft earned: prayers, break down the 
altars before her face, and confecrate to Maho¬ 
met, by the Sacrifices of lheep and heifers, the 
temples where, 'till then, the Chriftian^ had ren¬ 
dered to God a worfhip pure and reafonable., 

The queen haftened her departure, to avoid the 
treatment which lhe had reafon to fear from the 
ferocity of the Turks. Solyman immediately 
appointed cadis to adminifter juftice. He per¬ 
mitted the Hungarian judges to decide the civil 
caufes between the Hungarians, and he left them 
one hplf of the churches for the free exercife of 
their religion. All the towns of lower Hungary 
which had acknowledged King-John for their 
matter were treated in the fame manner. 

Whilft queen Ifabella, yielding to her ill for- j.c. 154.1. 

T • Hfcg. O48. 

tune, was gone to hide her fon at the extremity 
of Tranfylvania, Ferdinand faw with the greateft attempts in 
grief the fineft part of Hungary, which he con- cure a peace 
fidered as his heritage, become the prey of the man. S ° ly * 
Turks. He could not then hope to wreft it 
from Solyman. Charles V. his brother, engaged 
at that time in an expedition agajnft Algiers, 
thought much more of fighting Barbarofia^ and 
«f fcouring the Mcditerraiie.an of corfairs which 

interrupted 
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* S4?* ’ ntctTU P te< ^ the commerce of his dominions; than 
•—v —* of conquering Hungary for his brother. The 
army of Rogendorf, beaten and difperfed, could 
not fpring up again from its afhes. Ferdinand 
tried the voice of negociation j he flattered him- 
f^f, that this fiery Ottoman; who refufed to have 
a child for vaffaf, would voluntarily receive the 
homage of a king of the Romans, fucceffor to the 
‘emperor of the Weft. He fent to Buda two am- 
feafiadors, charged with magnificent prefents. 
The emperor received this propofal with all the 
pomp and fplendor that could flatter his vanity. 
Ferdinand’s ambaffadors were admitted to a pub¬ 
lic audience. Solyman heard from his throne the 
harangue which one of them made in German, 
and which the fame inftant a druggerman tranf- 
lated by word of mouth, into Turkifh. When a 
numerous affembly had heard with aftonifhment 
how much the king of tfffe Romans abafed himfelf, 
the fultan put off his anfwer for two days, at the 
end of which, he replied by his grand vizier to the 
Auftrian ambaffadors, that, if the archduke would 
Have peace with the fublime Porte, he muft give 
up all .the places that he, ftill had in Hungary, 
and pay a fmall tribute for thofe eftates which he 
poffeffed in Auftria, from which his troops had 
dared come and attack the fultan. After this 
haughty anfwer, Solyman fet out for Cortftan- 
tinople. He faid aloud, that Ferdinand was not 
an enemy of fufficient confequence to have the 

honor 
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honor of fighting againft the emperor of the 
Turks in perfon. —' 

This haUghtinefs was fed by new fucceffes. 

He learned that Charles V. had loft a hundred IIP 1 "* 


and forty veflels on the coaft .of Barbary; that 
the elements, which had confpired againft that 
prince, had protected Barbarofla, and that this 
general, equally great by fea and land, had obliged 
Charles V. to re-embark the broken remains .of 
his army in what veffels he had left; after having 
loft a great number of brave fdkliers before the 
walls of Algiers; that Andrew Doria, againft 
whofe advice the emperor of the Weft hadunder- 
taken this enterprife, had had much difficulty to 
fave the perfon of his mafter. This increafe of 
victories confirmed Solyman in the refolution 
which'he had already taken, not to command in 
perfon during the.year 1542* 

Ferdinand, who never loft fight of his objeft, f c - 1 542 
went and Solicited from the diet of Nuremburg „ „ . 

what he was unable to obtain from Charles V. fends an 

army intc 

The king of the Romans laid before the Ger- Hungary, 

m r • • which dor 

manic corps the neceffity of driving from the nothing 

e but wafte 

frontiers the molt powerful and dangerous enemy »way. 
of Chriftendom. It was refolved, that all the 
free towns fhould contribute to furnifli the king 
of Hungary with thirty thoufand foot, arid feven 
thoufand horfe. The Hungarian cavalry amount¬ 
ed to fifteen thoufand. Ferdinand added to this 
number ten thoufand foot. He gave the command 
vol. \u 
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^c.i54*. 0 f this army to Joachim, marquis of Brandenburg, 
v ^~ * a young general without experience; With 
troops of the fined appearance, Joachim could 
not obtain the lead fuccefs. 'He befieged Peft, 
a town ftrongly fortified, and Buda, which Soly- 
man hid likewife caufed to be furrounded With 
large ditches and a thick rampart. The Turks 
oppofed with indefatigable courage the efforts of 
this army of confederates, who toon difagreed a- 
mong themfelves. The general knew but little of 
his foldiers, and the latter had no confidence in a 
man .who was recommehdable by no brilliant ac¬ 
tion, and appeared ignorant of war. In fine, 
during a whole campaign, as bloody as fatiguing, 
the confederates did not take one town, nor even 
an inch of ground. The Turks, who had orders 
to keep on the defenfive, never appeared in'battle 
array. The champaigns of Hungary were too 
much defolated, and had been fo foritoo long a 
time, to be able to furnilh Tubfiftence for nu¬ 
merous troops. Ferdinand, who had been 
drained by the levies, had neither been able to 
prepare nor fill the magazines; he confumed h& 
forces, whilft the Turks fpared theirs, and Soly- 
mah, from the middle of his feraglio, took plea- 
fure in feeing his enemies deftroy themfelves. 

The Turkifh emperor received at Conftan- 
tinople a new embafiy from Francis I. who foli- 
eited his afiiftance againft Charles V. After the 
truce folemnly entered into between the emperor 
of the Weft and the king of France, the latter 

had 
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had recalled Rincon (that was the name of his 
minifter at the Porte) and had fitice charged him 
with a negociation between the republic of Ve- 
nice and Solyman, which had no other objed “ 
than the maritime commerce. Without doubt P^ 1 : to 

join in a 

this new voyage of Rincon’s, both to Venice and 
Conftantinople, appeared fufpicious to Charles V. Turks 
Be that as it may, the French minifter, who, on chariesv. 

occafioned 

leaving Venice, had embarked to enter the Pa by an af- 

° faffinatioa 

without miftruft, unarmed, and unefcorted, be- coipmitted 

• . •in/'* * on the per- 

caufe it was in the midft of peace, was boarded fon of one 
by two barks covered with branches and filled nifters. 
with armed Spaniards, who entered his veffel and 
maffacred him and all his retinue. This outrage^ 
committed in the midft of peace, by Chriftians 
on a man in a public charader, whi 1 ft Charles 
V. three years before, had experienced the fiace- 
rity of Francis I. when he traverfed all his domi¬ 
nions to go and reduce the rebels of Flanders, 
raifed the indignation of all Europe as well as 
of the king whom it, woundfd, It was not 
doubted that it was done by order of Charles V. 

What minifter, or what officer would have dared 
order it, unlefs he had his mailer for accomplice ? 
Francis I. refolved to revenge it, by entering into 
a clofe alliance with the emperor of the Turks. 

He fent to the Porte Anthony Paulin, a man of 
ability, and of a quick, penetrating underftand- 
ing. Paulin pafifed through Venice, where he at 
tempted to exafperate the fenate againft Charles 
vol. ii. C 2 V. 
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£C.i54i, y_ The Venetians gave him a galley, which car- 

w-y—»* ried him to Dalmatia, from whence the French 
minifter went to join Solyman, who was return¬ 
ing from Hungary to Conftantinople. Paulin 
did his utmoft to engage the Turks in a war with 
Charles V.j he offered, from his mafter, to join 
his forces to thofe of the Porte, and to give Bar- 
barofla free admittance into the ports of France, 
when he fhould come there with the Ottoman 
fleet. The fultan was to fend to Venice an am- 
bUflador to ratify the peace concluded with the 
republic. Paulin obtained, that the Tuikifh mi¬ 
nifter fhould propofe to the Venetians to join in 
this confederacy, in order to humble the houfe of 
Auftria. Solyman’s ambaffador was received at 
Venice with great honors. 

This republic, as we have feen, had reafon to 
be diflatisfied with Charles-V. and was fo in faftj 
hut the fenate did not judge it prudent to enter 
upon a new war. The liberty of commerce was 
too advantageous to the Venetians, to bring on 
themfelves a powerful enemy by fea. They were 
equally afraid of the Auftrians, the Turks, and 
the French; and without being attached to either 
of thefe powers, the republic wifhed to be on 
good terms with them all. Paulin returned to 
France to give an account to his mafter of the 
intention of Solyman and of the Venetians. 
All thefe treaties took up a whole year; Barba- 
fofia’s fleet was not ready 'till the fpring of the 
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year 1543. Paulin then, on his return to Con- j*®* 's+s- 
ftantinople, was charged by Solyman with a letter *—v—* 
for his matter, in reply to that which he had 
brought from Francis I. The following is a 
faithful tranflation of it. The Ottoman haugh- 
tinefs is fo well painted therein, that we have 
thought it our duty to infert it. 

** The glory of the princes of the religion of 
,e Jefus, poflefiTor of majefty and grandeur, a- 
“ domed with fplendor and magnificence, Francis 
« king of France: My imperial letter being 
** come to thy hands, thou wilt, know, that, on 
“ the requett made me by Paulin thy minifter, 

“ I have granted him my redoubtable fleet, 

“ equipped with every thing neceflary. I have 
** ordered Aliaden, my captain bafhaw, to hear thy 
“ intentions, and plan his operations to ruin thy 
tf enemies. Thou wilt take thy meafures fo, that, 

** after .having happily executed them, my army 

may return before the dangerousTeafon. Take 
“ care that thy enemy do not deceive thee j he 
“ will never confent to make peace with thee, 

“ ’till he lhall be convinced that thou haft fuf- 
<* ficient refolution to continue the war with 
“ him. May God load with his benedictions 
‘ f thofe who efteem my friendlhip, and who en- 
“ joy the protection of my victorious arnlies.” 

It was agreed, that, during the whole expe¬ 
dition, Paulin lhould remain on board Barba- 
fofl^’s galley, to explain to him his matter’s 

intentions. 
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j.e. iS4v intentions. The fleet, to the number of a hun- 

fieg. v$c» - 

*—y —' dred and ten galleys, and forty pinks, crofted the 
W fleet” Ionian fea. After having fcoured the coaft of 
confcm™ Medina, the corfairs, who manned the forty 
SrV pinks, debarked at Reggio to take the place,, 
aiong C the s which made but little refiftance. Barbarofla, for 
GeJocfe & ^* s P 31 * t * ie booty, chofe the governor’s 
without ns ^ au gbter. Thisfair-one, to avoid the mortifying 
tin^Tny" **tle 0 ^" the admiral’s miftrefs, changed her religion 
diiorder, & an d married Barbarofla on board. 

arrives at < . ■ 

Marfeihes. The Ottoman fleet, palling off Oftia, terrified 
the whole country as far as Rome. The women 
fled with their children to mountains almoft jn- 
acceflible: the nuns quitted their convents :, e- 
very one hid his wealth; and all feared left the 
fee of Chriftendom fhould be facked by the Ma¬ 
hometan porfairs. The letters which Paulin 
wrote to cardinal Carpi, governor of Rome, 
were fcarcely fuflkient to remove the fears of a 
timid troop of priefts, monks, and merchants, 
who loaded with curies a Chriftian prince become 
the ally of the Turks. But when their terror 
had fubfided, the hope of gain foon prevailed on 
them to come and provifion the fleet of thefp 
excommunicated people, who had caufed them 
fo much horror. ' It; proceeded along the coaft* 
of Tufcany and Genpa, without committing the 
fmalleft depredation. On its arrival at Marfcilles, 
Paulin went to receive orders from Francis L, 
and returned immediately to direct Barbaroffa.to 

lay 
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lay liege to Nice. The king of France had for- 3-c. >543- 
merly mortgaged this town for money to the 
duke-of Savoy, die ally of Charles V. and that of the fiej* 
prihce refufed to reftore it, though he was offered of Nice * 
the teftitution of the fum which was due to him. 

The French fleet, which confifted of fourteen 
galleys and eighteen large veffels, joined the 
Turks at Marfeilles: it had on Board eightthou- 
fand land forces, and was commanded by the 
duke of Anguien. Nice, a maritime*town,' very 
well fortified,- and provided with a caftle ftronger 
than the town, was defended by commander 
Simonei, the fame who, whilft aftave at Tunis, 
had.found means to get pofieffiorr of that town. 

This brave officer, did not belie his reputation 
on this perilous occafion. "After a long and 
bloody defence, the duke of Anguien having 
ordered feveral attacks which had laid upeh the 
walls on all fides, Simonei capitulated, that thfe 
town might be reftored to France without pil- 
lage, or contribution, and preferving all the PH-’ 
vileges that it had enjoyed when it had belonged' 
to that kingdom. The Turks, who were come 
only to pillage;' did not fee a furrender of this 
kind without mortification. This manner of 
making war, which corfairs could'riot felilh, foon 
produced a divifion among the allies.' Whilft' 
they were befiegmg the caftle, the Turks endea¬ 
voured to quarrel with the French, Under pretext 
©f the latter’s not having taken care to provide 

themfelves 
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'54V themfelves with a fufficient quantity of powder, 
v —v—> and that they were obliged to borrow of them, 
A few days after, they were informed, that the 
marquis of Vafto was coming to the fuccour of 
Nice, at the head of Charles Y.’s army. The 
cattle (till held out: the Turks, on thefe news, 
ruflied into the town, which-they pillaged as if 
it had belonged to an enemy j after which they 
returned to their veffels, and without conferring 
either with the duke of Anguien or the French 
ambaflador, whom they left at Nice, they weighed 
anchor, and retopk the road to Conftantinople. 

Solyman, who, the preceding year, had caufed 
Hungary to be ravaged by his generals; thought 
the expedition of Barbarofla a favorable circum- 
ftance for him 1 to make conquefts in perfon. He 
took Walpo, Senona, Gran, Peft, Albaregalis, 
and Vicegrad, with great rapidity, and retur ned 
to Adrianople, when the cold, always exceflive 
in Hungary, obliged him to go into winter quar¬ 
ters. Notwithftanding the orders that he had 
given to queen Ifabella, whom he looked upon 
as his vaflal, the Tranfylvanians did not join 
their forces to thofe of the Turks. ( The bifhop 
of Waradin advifed the mother of, his matter, to 
leave her oppreffors to make war by themfelves, 
without taking any part between them. Thisprin- 
cefs, as we Ihall fee in the fequel, inclined more to 
Ferdinand, her natural enemy, than to thefe cruel 

Muffulmen 
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Muflulmen who had at once opprefied and be- 

* * Heg. 950, 

trayed her. <—v—* 

Solyman, vanquiflier and conqueror of more 
than half of Hungary, foon watered his laurels 
with his tears. He loft him of all his fons 
whom he loved the beftj one of the children 
that he had had by Roxalana his favorite fulta- 
nefs. Never did the cruel fultan lhew fo much 
fenfibility as at the lofs of this prince, whom 
he preferred to all his other children. Solyman, 
as much to honor the memory of the young 
Mahomet, as to obtain the remiflion of the fins 
of that prince, fet at liberty a great many flaves 
, of both fexes; he founded a mofque, in which 
feveral imans were to recite every day portions of 
the Alcoran and hymhs; he built near this fu-^ 
perb edifice another, called a Menderez, appro¬ 
priated to the education of youth in the law qf 
Mahomet j and another, called an Imaret or Hof- 
pital, where the poor of every religion were to 
be equally taken care of. 

The fultan’s grief was fo great, that he remained j.c. 1544, 
a long time incapable of attending to any bufi- 
nefs. During this interval, his grand vizier, H*gl S 95»> 
Latibeg, convinced that his mafter would not 
take the' field the following year, and that to & 954 * 

Truce be- 

humble the emperor of the Weft was always to tween the 

. Turks ah4 

be confidered as an advantage gained, concluded Adrians, 
a truce for five years with Charles V. and Ferdi¬ 
nand, under the exprefs condition of thirty thoy- 
vol, n. P fand 
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Death of 
Barbarofla, 


j.c.,1544, f an d Hungarian ducats as an annual tribute, and 
1546! that each lhould retain what he pofiefled in the 
He g ! 5 95*i, kingdom at the time of the cefiation of hoftilities. 
The treaty is worded in pompous terms, on which 
Ferdinand’s envoy would not difpute, knowing 
How much his mafter was in want of peace* As 
to Charles V. he referred it all to his brother, 
whofe affairs feemed always to intereft him but 
little. In the written treaty, Ferdinand ftipu- 
lates for the emperor of the Waft. 

Solyman, juft at this time, met with a lofs, 
lefs grievous to his heart than that of his fon, but 
much greater for the fafety of his dominions and 
the glory of his reign. Barbarofla died of a fit 
of ficknefs in 1547, after having filled all the 
feas and coafts of Europe, Africa and Afia, with 
the terror of his name. Thel'e misfortunes feem¬ 
ed for fome time to difguft the fultan with war 
and conquefts. For three fucceflive years he ap¬ 
peared occupied only in raifing the edifices con- 
fumed by the late fire, and in having thofe laws 
which he had diftated himfelf put into execution. 
Theeiflpe- Roxalapa knew how to make a good ufe of this 
RoxTknl" opportunity. The lofs of the young prince that 
Solyman had had by her, rendered this flave ftill 
more dear, by the lamentations which fhe made 
in prefence of the emperor. But the grief, real 
or affefted, of Roxalana, did not make her forget 
her own intereft. As fhe faw the emperor take 
plcafurc in raifing edifices, fhe refolved, after his 

example. 
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example, to build a mofque with the immenfe 
Turns which he daily lavilhed on her. This *546. 

■L & 1547 * 

religious undertaking could not but pleafe So- Heg. 95/* 
lyman; but that was not all that Roxalana ex- 953. 
pefted from it. She was a flare like all the other \«-y —t 
women- of the haram j as the pride of the eaft- 
ern emperors, for a long time paft, had not per¬ 
mitted them to raife to the dignity of wivfes thofe 
whom they chofe fliould enter their bed. Rox¬ 
alana had the mufti confulted, to know if the 
alms and other pious works of flaves would be 
meritorious in the other life. The mufti replied, 
as the fultanefs expe&ed, that all a flave pofieffed, 
even her perfon, abfolutely belonged to her maf- 
ter; that, confequently, what flie appropriated to 
the fervice of God, the prophet, or the pqor, 
could only b,e meritorious for the matter whofe 
fubftance the flave made ufe of. Roxalana, hav¬ 
ing fliewn this anfwer to the emperor, feemed 
violently grieved, which Solyman thought to re¬ 
move, by giving his dear fultanefs her liberty, in 
order that her good works might for the future 
turn to her own advantage. She exprefled the 
. moft heartfelt gratitude to her deliverer j' but 
afterward, when he would fain live with her as 
his favorite, the fcrupulous Roxalana declared to 
Solyman, that the law of Mahomet permitted 
Muflulmen to cohabit, only with their wives and 
flaves, and that confequently a freed woman 
could not, without a crime, confent to his defires. 
vol, 11. D2 The 
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J^ 44 ’The emperor w aS at firft irritated at the cheat j 
j 546. but after having to no purpofe made ufe of ca- 
Heg. 951, refies. menaces, and even ill treatment, the vio- 

952, 

953. lence of his paflion overcame the Ottoman pride. 

& 954. A 

v—v —j Solyman chofe rather to marry Roxalana, than .to 
part with her. 

From that time Muftapha, the emperor’s eldeft 
fon, who was not a fon of Roxalana, perceived he 
Ihould have a dangerous enemy in this ambitious 
fultanefs j and that fhe, who, againft all laws and 
cuftoms, had been able to make herfelf emprefs, 
would one day find means to convey the feeptre 
to her children, to the prejudice of their elder 
HoxaUna brother. This artful ftep-mother, in order to 
"bfde” accuftom her hulband to domeftic quarrels, en- 
ga*nft Per-gaged him in a war which the king of Perfia’s 
iaft S *niy h brother wanted to. ftir up againft his brother. 
””jgn! m * Though all the expeditions againft this power 
had thus far been unfortunate, and, fome years 
before, Roxalana herfelf had ruined the grand 
vizier Ibrahim, under pretext of his having en¬ 
dangered the Ottoman glory, by expofing their 
armies to periih in the deferts of Perfia, yet fhe 
fucceeded. This younger Brother of Tachmas 
was called Alkazik Mirza. Their father had 
given this laft the province of Shirvan, as a por¬ 
tion, to command there under the authority of his 
brother, and to receive the revenues of it. Al¬ 
kazik foon aimed at being fovereign of it. 
Tachmas pretended on the contrary, that all 

Perfia 
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Perfia was but one monarchy; and that he, who J ,C,I544 » 

. . J 545» 

had the prefumption to call himfelf fovereign of 

Shirvan, was in fa& only a rebel. He drove him He e* 95*# 
. . 95 2 » 

from his pretended kingdom; and this prince, 953. 

■& 5 54* 

ftripped of his fovereignty, fought an afylum >— 
at Conftantinople. The caufe of a younger 
brother, revolted againft his elder, and againft 
his fovereign, appeared favorable to the emprefs 
Roxalana. She prevailed on Solyman to march 
his janiflaries and fpahis againft the king of Perfia. 

For a long time the Ottoman troops had been 
languifhing in repofe, and they began to com¬ 
plain of it; but all the old foldiers who remem¬ 
bered the Perfian wars, would much rather have 
carried their arms into a more fruitful country. 

The fultan entered Alia with a fine army, which 
increafed*every day as it approached the frontiers 
of Perfia. Prince Muftapha, governor of Ama- 
fia, joined his father on the march, and intreated 
permifiion to lhare with him the fatigues and 
glory that attended him. But Roxalana had 
forefeen this. There was no occafion to fhew the 
janiflaries a young'prince all burning with ardour, 
whofe figure and affability enchanted every one 
that approached him, and who, already the idol 
of the province intrufted to him, would foon 
have become the idol of the army. 

The campaign againft the Perfians was as un¬ 
fortunate as it could be. The prince, for whom 
it had been undertaken; being furprifed at 

the 
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j.c. 1544, t h e h eac i 0 f a f ew foldiers which formed the ad- 

>545. 

vanced guard, loft his head for his rebellion. As 
for the reft, Taehmasmadc war againft Solyman, 
juft as his father and he had already done, leaving 
the Turks to get into an arid, defolated country, 
where they combated hunger and the elements 
much more than the Perfians, who fkirmifhed and 
conftantly avoided battle. Fatigue and difeafe 
having preyed upon the fultan’s army for fix 
months, he went at length into the Diarbekar, to 
feek neceflary refrefhments for his remaining 
troops. 

J.C.154S, On the arrival of the fpring, Solyman, far from 
Endeavouring to repair by fome fuccefs the mis- 
& 9s6 ' fortunes of the preceding campaign, re-toolc the 
road to Conftantinople. On his return to his 
European dominions, he found the affairs of 
Hungary greatly changed. Ferdinand, king of 

Afiairs or 

Hungary, the Romans, partly by the terror of 15 ? arms, and 


on queen 


The Turks ' 1 ' ' , J 

*aife the partly by negociation, had prevailed 

£cge of m 

itemefwar. Ifabella to cede Tranfylvania to him with the 
crown of Saint Stephen, fo revered by the people. 
She received, as a full recompenfe for this fove- 
reignty, lands in upper Hungary to the annual 
value of twelve thouland five hundred pounds 
fterling, and the promife of marrying on a future 
day the prince her fon to king Ferdinand's 
daughter. The arcfibilhop of Waradin was the 
perfon who prevailed on Ifabella to make this 
cefiion; and a fhort time after, the king, whom 

he 
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he had fo well ferved, procured him a cardinal’s J <c *'5+ ? > 
hat. .As foon as Solyman learned that his vaflal He s- 9ss» 
had given up, without his confent, the fief which 
the Turkilh emperor pretended to have confer¬ 
red on him; without regarding the law of na¬ 
tions, he had king Ferdinand’s ambaflador im- 
prifoned in the caftle of the Seven Towers, under 
pretext of his mafter’s having broken the truce. 

He immediately difpatched the beglerbeg of Ro- 
melia, at the head of the European forces, to 
punifh this infra&ion of treaty. The Turks at 
firft took feveral fmall places, which the Hun¬ 
garians, who were taken by furprife, did not de¬ 
fend as they ought ; but Mehemet, that was the 
name of the beglerbeg, • having befieged Temef- 
war, and meeting with more refiftance than he 
expedted,' foon learned that Guaflaldo, Ferdi¬ 
nand’s general, had laid liege in his turn to 
jLippa. 

The new archbifhop of Gran, become cardinal ca P ;tui*- 
Martinuzzi, had an authority in Hungary which Lippa. 
even the king began to be jealous of, and which M^tinu*. 
that prince did not dare difpute with the prelate fitted; 
who had brought Tranfylvania under his fceptre. 
General Guaftaldo himfelf obeyed, fuming with 
rage, a monk who expedted to command the 
- army, as he decided in the councils of the princes; 
However, the cardinal, after having given proper 
orders for the defence of Temefwar, which the 
-Turks.were obliged to raile the liege of, went in 

perfon 
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perfon to rhe liege of Lippa and directed thd 
956 s ’ °P eratlons himfelf. After having the trenches 
-v—> open a month, and the breaches being become 
large, the Turks, whom Mehemethad left in the 
place, defired to capitulate. Guaftaldo main¬ 
tained that they Ihould be taken by aflault, and 
be all put to the fword; that a capitulation never 
ought to be granted to a nation fo blood thirfty j 
and that a peace could never be hoped for with 
the Turks ’till they Ihould be reduced to the im- 
poflibility of making war. The cardinal oppofed 
this advice, which appeared to him too violent 
and hazardous. By the authority which he.had 
afiumed under three kings fucceffively, he figned 
a capitulation, by which the Turks were per¬ 
mitted to march out of Lippa with their arms, 
and he caufed it to be executed under his own 
eyes. Guaftaldo’s complaints reached the court 
of Ferdinand. The general wrote to his mafter, 
that this ambitious prieft, who had governed 
Hungary amidft the diffentions, -wanted to per¬ 
petuate the war in order to eternife his power j 
that he began already to carry on a fecret cor- 
refpondence with the Turks, and that one day he 
would deliver them the kingdom, in hopes to 
governtnem, as he had delivered Tranfylvania 
to Ferdinand. The Auftrian prince liftened to 
every thing that was faid againft him. Not being 
fufficiently eftablilhed on his throne to chaftife a 
powerful fubjeft, he thought himfelf at liberty to 

. get 
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get him afiaffinated.' Guaftaldo did not refufe to 
get this bafe a&ion perpetrated. The prelate H ^955. 
was furprifed in a caftle called Bins, which he *—v — J 
had built in his archbilhopric, and where he was 
gone to pafs fome days. Guaftaldo, under pre¬ 
text of afking orders frorh the cardinal, fent fome 
officers of the army thither, who, having fur-^ 
rounded him, (tabbed the prelate whilft he was 
reading a letter which, they had brought hiul from 
the general. * It was remarked, that all the ac¬ 
complices of this’alFaffination died unnatural 
deaths.in a very few years. Cardinal Martinuzzi 
had a great many partifans in Hungary. This 
prelate had approached fo near the throne en¬ 
tirely by his great abilities, - which had procured 
him a number of admirers. His lofs, and parti¬ 
cularly the manner of his death, rendered the 
government of Ferdinand odious to the Hun¬ 
garians. 

Mehelnet knew how to take advantage of the di- Cruelties 
vifion of the Chriftiansj he recommenced the ftege Turks in 
of Temefwar, which foon furrendered. He took ReiSc* 
feveral other places. Perhaps, in this conjuncture, Thelurks 
the Turks would have eafily made themfelves maf- 
ters of Hungary, if their extreme cruel tyhad not 
warned the people to guard againft fuch mafters. 

And indeed they lpilt unneceffarily fo much 
blood in thefe towns which made fcarcely any re¬ 
finance, that the citizens of Agria, which Mehe- 
met befieged at the end of the campaign, refolved 

vol, ir. E never 
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^fls+9?’ never t0 furrender, though the garrifori confided 
Heg. 955, but of two thoufand men. The citizens affem- 

& 956. • 

' bled in the different quarters of their town, and 
fwore on the hoft never to open their gates, to 
whatever extremity they might be reduced. 
The women, whofe modefty was greatly alarmed 
by the example of what had palled in the other 
towns, which, notwithftanding, had not been 
taken aflauft, wilhed to have a part in the de¬ 
fence. They bound themfelves by the lame 
oaths as their brothers and hufbands. Several of 
them, in reality, performed, in the courfe of the 
liege, aftions which aftonilhed all that were wit- 
nefies of them. As the fortifications did not ad¬ 
vance much beyond the ramparts, the Turks foon 
ftormcd the place •, the women, as determined as 
the bcft foldicrs of the garrifon, rolled on the af- 
failants large pieces of rocks, covered the bar¬ 
barians with boiling oil, and precipitated them 
from the tops of the ladders. The Turks, who 
were eighty thoufand, knew there were but two 
thoufand foldiers in Agria: every day they at¬ 
tempted affaults, and as conftantly their cannon 
deftroyed great numbers; nevcrthelefs the num¬ 
ber of the defenders did not feem diminifhed. 
The janiffaries that reached the top of the ram¬ 
part, met certain death; even feveral entire corps 
that had fuccceded in the efcalade, were maffacred 
in the ftreets, without one of them’s being able 
to obtain quarter, or rejoin his company. At 

length 
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baffador is 


length the rains, and the rigour of the winter, J- c - *54*» 

0 cc 1 549* i 

which approached, obliged Mehemet to raife the H *«- 915» 
fiege. The bravery of the citizens of Agria fuc- 
ceeded beyond their expectations j they lhewed 
their enemies how much true valour is fuperior to 
ferocity. The refinance of Agria gave Ferdi¬ 
nand vain hopes of fome accommodation with 
the Turks: baron Jlulbec, his ambafiador, was,^!* 
however, ftill treated at the Porte, rather as a pri- t b r ^“ da81 
foner of ftste, than the minifter of a foreign ** te prifo ' 
power. Solyman, on the contrary, Jiftened to 
Erneft Seiniki, whom queen lfabella fent from 
Poland, to endeavour to obtain fuccours to re- 
eftabliih her in Tranfylvania. But we ihould 
firft mention the maritime expeditions, which 
were not lefs important than thofe by land. 

The corfair Dragut, a pupil of BarbaroiTa, had Barbarof _ 
fucceeded his mafter in the confidence of the J*'/ r f “ ¥ c “ a ; 
fultan, and the command of the fleet. During ** g *“J* 
the years 1549, and 1550, he ravaged the coafts ^ and 
of Sicily, Italy, and even Spain j after which, j.c. 1549, 
he refolved, like BarbaroiTa, to procure for him- hV- 5 9s 6. 
felfj under the protection of Solyman, a petty 
ftate on the eoaft of Africa, which ihould become 
the port for his veiTels and the magazine for his 
prizes. He firft made himfelf mafter of feveral 
maritime towns of the kingdom of Tunis} and 
took Africa, a fmall Mooriih republic, by fur- 
prife, the principal town of which, fituated be¬ 
tween Tripoli and Tunis, had aport well fortified. 

E 2 The 
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J ‘* C ;;£? ,The furrendtf of Africa caufed much inquietude 
H & 95 9 7 5 . 6 ’ to em peror of the Weft. 'This prince forefaw 

that it would be eafier than ever for Dfagut to 
make depredations on the coafts of Naples and 
Sicily. The knights of Saint John of Jerufalem, 
matters of Tripoli, were as much interefted as 
the emperor in driving out fuch an important 
neighbour. The galleys of Malta and thofe of 
the Church joined the fleet commanded by An¬ 
drew Doriai to lay fiege’ to it. Thefe united 
forces proceeded towards the coaft of Africa. 
The place furrendered to the Chriftians, and the 
knights of Malta had the principal fhare in the 
Thechrif- B^ 01 T Solyman faw with grief the em- 

nksAfri P cror °f the Weft mafter of the principal ports 
“• of Africa. He had a garrifon in the fortrefs of 
Goletta, and Tripoli belonged to the knights of 
Malta, his allies and feudatories. Africa was a 
place ftill more important than the two firft. 
There was reafon to fear the Chriftians would 
penetrate into Egypt, and from thence into Pa- 
leftine. The valour of the knights of Malta, 
efpecially their profeflion, recalled that ancient 
fpirit of crufades, which, three centuries before, 
hod done fo much mifchief to the Chriftians and 
Muflulmen. The latter were afraid of feeing 
them revived in a time when the Europeans knew 
better how to fight, and their armies were better 
difciplined. The fiege of Tripoli was refolved 
on in the divan of Conftantinople. In this af- 

fembly 
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fembly the knights of Malta were reprefented to 
the fultan, as pirates of whom it was highly re- 
quifite to deftroyall the haunts; but this prince 
believed thefe reputed, pirates to be fubje&s of 
Charles V. becaufe they had marched in Africa 
under the command of his generals, and all the 
places which they pofleffed had belonged to the 
emperor of the Weft. Accordingly, Solyman 
made a fcruple' of attacking a monarch with: 
whom he was in alliance, without - having com¬ 
plained of fome violation of treaty. He fent 
therefore to the court of Charles Y. not an am- 
baflador, but a chiau, which is a kind of herald, 
to fummon that prince to reftore him the places 
which he had taken ion the coaft of Africa. 
Charles - V. replied, that all thofe towns be¬ 
longed to the kingdom of Tunis, which was 
tributary to the crown of Caftile; that his gene- 1 
rals had retaken them from Dragut, whom ho 
regarded as a pirate, and not as the admiral of the 
grand feignior. ’ In confequence of this anfwer/ 
the fucceffor of Barbarofla was railed to the dignity 
of.fangiac, in order that his being in the fervice of 
the Porte might be lefs doubtful. He received or¬ 
ders to prepare all his corfairs for an expedition 
againft the knights of Malta, whilft a coniiderable 
fleet was arming in the port of Conftantinople, 
which Sinan balhaw was to command,with the aflif- 
tance of Dragut’s advice. Though the Order of 
Malta was not fubjed to the emperor of the 

Weft, 
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Weft, as Solyman had always believed it, the grand 
mafter, John Domedes, a Spaniard by birth, and 
a thorough Auftrian in his heart, profeffed a blind 
fubmiflion to Charles V. his ancient mafter. At 
the time when the Infidels were menacing the 
Order with all their maritime, forces, Domedes 
fent the galleys of Malta to reinforce the Nea¬ 
politan fleet, which guarded the gulf of Venice* 
whilft Doria was gone to conduct Philip II. into 
Spain with the galleys of his father the emperor. 
In vain did the knights oppofe in the council this 
difiipation of the forces fo neceflary to them: 
Domedes conftantly denied that the preparations 
of the Turks threatened the poffeflions of his 
Order. He pretended to have received fecret in¬ 
telligence, and that this great armament of Soly- 
man’s was intended to aflift France againft 
Charles V. Thus, by the credit and authority 
of the grand mafter of Malta, the port of the 
ifland was left defencelefs, and the Order de¬ 
prived of the liberty of fending fuccours to the 
place where a powerful enemy was preparing 
to attack them. Domedes fent to Tripoli, 
only two hundred- Calabrians, which were at 
that time at Malta; he placed at their head 
thirty knights, all young men whofe irregu¬ 
larities had caufed them to be lhut up in the 
prifons of the Order. This was all the fuccours 
which the representations of feveral. great officers 
of the Order could obtain for Tripoli. There 

were 
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were at that time in the place, only Tome old 
infirm knights, whom the falubrity of the air had 
drawn thither, and who commanded natives that 
were MufTulmen, and confequently but little at¬ 
tached to their mafters. The grand mafter repeat¬ 
ed fo often that the preparations of the Turks were 
not intended for either Malta or Tripoli, that 
they began to believe him, and the knights re» 
fumed their tranquility, when all of a fudden 
they perceived the Ottoman fleet making towards 
the ifland. It was compofed of a hundred and 
twelve galleys, carrying twelve thoufand janif- 
faries, thirty pinks, and feveral tranfports. Sinan 
bafhaw, who commanded it, was Ordered to un¬ 
dertake nothing of confequence but by the advice 
of Dragut his lieutenant. His inftru&ions were ThtTa Hc* 
to lay fiege to Tripoli, and to endeavour, by the“ a £* c *“. 
way, to take the ifle of Malta. The fleet had a 
favorable wind, and foon arrived in the port called 
Marfamufcet, which is feparated from the great 
port only by a neck of land, on which is a 
very fteep rock. All the natives were inftantly 
feized with terror j and, fpite of the valour of 
the knights, the ifle of Malta, which the grand 
mafter Domedes had obftinately refufed to pro¬ 
vide with provifions and troops, would moft pro¬ 
bably have been the prey of the Turks who 
landed there, but for the ftratagem of a knight, 
the receiver. for the Order, who refided at 
Mcflina. 


The 
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»—v—•» the evening, a fmall bark, which Teemed to want 
to land fecretly on the coaft; but care had been 
taken to let it be perceived. The matter affected 
as if he would throw Tome papers into the Tea: 
he fucceeded, as he wilhed, for thefe papers, 
being perceived, were feized in his hands, and 
carried immediately to Sinan balhaw, who found- 
in them a letter from the receiver of Meflina ad- 
dreffed to the grand matter. It contained in- 
fubftance, that Andrew Doria was juft arrived, 
from Spain and then in the port; that he had 
diipatched brigantines to all the other ports of 
the ifland, to Naples and to Genoa, to ofder 
back to him all the galleys and veflels that were 
in a fituation to keep the fea, with the troops 
nfcceflary to arm them; and that he would oblige 
the Turks to raife the fiege immediately. This 
Jfuppofed intelligence had all the effeft which the 
inventor of the trick had expected. Sinan ba- 
ihaw alfembled the council, tead this letter to the 
chiefs, and reprefented, that, if Doria fhould 
come and attack his fleet whilft the troops were 
on fhore employed in the fiege, the Turks would 
undoubtedly have the difadvantage, and would 
mifs the fiege of Tripoli, the foie objeift of their 
embarcation. Dragut, who at firft had advifed 
the fiege of Malta, no longer prefumed to oppofe 
the will of the balhaw. The Turks decamped, 
and directed their courfe towards Tripoli. We 

have 
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have already obferved that the garrifon of this ^^* , |||* 
place was neither numerous nor well difciplined j '—* 
but Gafpard Valier, of the nation of Auvergne, rive before 
who commanded there, was a knight of valour ibmmln & 
and military talents, and much refpefted in the 
Order, of which he was marfhal and grand crofs; 

The day after the arrival of the fleet at Tachora, 
which is only four leagues from Tripoli, Sinan 
bafhaw fent a fubaltern officer thjther, carrying 
a white flag. This man advanced as far as the 
rampart, where he planted a cane, to which was 
fattened a paper: he left word that he would 
return the next day for an anfwer. It was 
found exprefled in the following terms : “ Sur- 
“ render to the mercy of the grand feignior, 

“ who has commanded me to reduce this place 
<c under his power, and I will give you leave 
«* to retire with all your effe&s; otherwife I 
* c will have you all put to the fword. Signed 
** Sinan Bashaw.” The governor, refolved 
to make a good defence, notwithftanding the 
inequality of his forces, caufed the following 
anfwer to be placed on the cane. ** The defence 
“ of Tripoli has been intrufted to me by my bre- 
** thren, and I cannot furrender the place to any 
* c one but him who Ihall be nominated to me 
ft by the grand matter and council of my Order. 

“ I will defend it againtt all others whilft I have 
** life. Signed Marshal Gaspard Valirr.” 

The 

VOL. II. F 
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J.C.1W. The balhaw made his fleet advance imme- 

Keg. 95®* 

v—» diately. The landing was effedfced without the 
leaft oppofition, becaufe the knights would not 
weaken the garrifon. Sinan balfhaw and Dragfert 
had full leifure so examine the out-works. Be* 
fides the garrifon’s confifting only of two hundred 
Calabrians, whom we have fpoken of, and four 
hundred Moors, who, though Mufifulmen, were 
enemies of the Turks, the town was but badly 
fortified. The knights of Saint John had feve- 
ral times requefted Charles V. to take this 
dangerous prefent off their hands; blit that 
prince chofe rather to have a placefo important 
and weak defended and repaired by the Order of 
Malta, than by himfelf. The prefent which he 
had made them of the ifle or rather rock df 
Malta, neither diminifhed his authority nor his 
finances. He gave thefe religious foldiers a rock 
which did not feem intended ky nature to nourilh 
menj for at that time there were fcarcely four 
thoufand inhabitants in the whole ifland, who 
led a languilhing life, and could not flatter them- 
felves with removing their mifery by labour. It 
was neceflary to have the riches which the Order 
of Saint John of Jerufalem pofleffed throughout 
Chriftendom, and the courage, induftry, and at* 
tachment of the knights to their inftitution, to 
render this ifland lo flourifhing as we fee it at 
this day. Charles V. forefaw, that, by.giving 
Malta to the knights of St. John, he ihould efta- 

blifh 
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blifli a ftrong citadel, well advanced in the lea, 
forthe defence of Sicily and his other pofleflions *—*—* 
in Italy-j and he hoped that the knights, by re¬ 
pairing Tripoli, would preferVe him an entrance 
into Africa,- or that, if Chriftendom rnuft lofe 
that place, it might not be loft in his hands. 

They were juft going to open the trenchssi Arrival of 

. > # # , the French 

when a. Maltele brigantine, carrying French ambaffador 
colours, arrived i» the middle of' the fleet, Turkiih 
faiuting the-grand Seignior's flag. The captain ** m3 ‘ 
galley returned - the-' falute ; and whilft every 
one was in the greateft aftonilhment, they faw 
get into a. lhallop,-which the bafhaw had dif- 
patched to the brigantine, Lewis Daramont, am- 
bafladoe from France to the Porte. This mini- 
fter, fent for the fecond time to Conftantinople, 
had put into the ifle Of Malta a few days after the 
departure of the Ottoman fleet. • On the repeated 
felicitations of the principal officers of the Order, 
he thought he ihould render his rrfafter a great 
fervice, and not exceed his powers, if he could 
prevent the Turks from befieging Tripoli. 
Leaving at Malta the two galleys which were to 
convey him to Conftantinople, he embarked in a 
light brigantine to endeavour to prevent the ope¬ 
rations of the fiege, relying on his intimacy with 
Sinan balhaw, by whom he was received in fact 
with diftin&ion. The French ambaffador repre- 
fented to the general, that the Order of Malta was 
no way fubjeft to the emperor of the Weft, and 
vol. ii. F 2 that 
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j.c. 1551. t hat it was not at war with the Porte j that this 
'—v—* republic, compofed of gentlemen from all the 
nations of Chriftendom, was the intimate ally of 
his matter Henry II.; that the king of France 
would take it as a great favor of the Porte to 
Ipare this town, over which the emperor of the 
Weft had no longer any right; and that the 
knights were not fo devoted to Charles Y. as the 
Turks feemed to think. Inftead of making a 
reply, the balhaw fhewed his orders. The am- 
baffador, feeing that the Turk was deaf to his 
reafons and prayers, faid he would proceed with 
all hafte to Conftantinople, as he was fure of be¬ 
ing heard by the grand feign ior, and that he 
would return in time to prevent the town from 
being taken. Sinan replied, that he could not 
permit him to go before the end of the liege; 
and, without refpe&ing the law of nations, which 
the Turks know but little of, he inftantly ordered 
the brigantine which had brought the ambaffador 
to be unrigged. Except this violence, he was 
treated with all the refpett due to his chara&er. 
c#m . Sinan balhaw, without lofs of time, had the 
m'nt'of trenches opened, and three batteries erefted near 
thefie 6 e * the weakeft part of the place, in order that 
the fire might be continual. Whilft the cannon 
of two of thefe batteries were charging and cool¬ 
ing, the third fired. By-this manner of proceed¬ 
ing the breach was foon open, and the Turks 
conceived hopes of not remaining a long time be¬ 
fore 
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fore Tripoli. They would have been ftill more 
certain of it if they had known what was palling —*-—» 
in the place. The knjghts who ferved under 
marfhal Valier were not all equally attached to 
their duty. The major part regarded their chief, 
rather as a Frenchman who took too much on 
himfelf, in undertaking to defend a place open 
and badly fortified, and in expofing to certain 
death foldiers who were not his own, than as a 
knight of St. John, who refpe&ed the honor of his 
Order. The indifcreet difcpurfe of thofe whofe 
duty it was to fhew a good example, foon fpread 
among the foldiery. The whole garrifon was 
feized with terror. The Haves prefently refufed 
to repair the breaches. Stretched on the ground, 
they fuffered themfelves to be loaded with ftripes, 
rather than expofe themfelves to the fire of the 
batteries. A French fervant at arms, called Def- 

The 

roches, to whom the defence of a fmall fortrefs fon is 

1 • , . mutinout 

advanced into the fea had been intruded, where 
he commanded thirty Calabrians, difeovered, that 
his foldiers meant to defert in a boat, after they 
fhould have fet fire to a train which was to blow 
up a powder magazine near the fortrefs. Def- 
roches immediately informed marlhal Yalier of 
it. It was equally dangerous to appear to know, 
or to be ignorant of this horrid plot. The grand 
marlhal, under different pretences, withdrew all 
thefe accomplices from their poft before the time 
agreed on for th$ir flight, and had the powder 

magazine 
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• magazine carefully guarded. But thefe traitors* 
difperfed over the town, foon raifed an infurrec- 
tion among their comrades. As the Turkilh bat¬ 
teries kept up' a very deftruftive fire, the Cala¬ 
brians abandohed their walls, drawing after them 
feveral Moors, and ran to declare to Valier, that 
they would not expofe thcmfelves to certain 
death to defend a place which it was impoffible 
to fave. The grand marthal, grieved to the very 
heart, ordered the council to be aflemblcd. He 
complained bitterly againft the difeouragement 
and want of difciplinej and gave to underhand* 
that all the knights were not exempt.from the 
blame which he threw on the Calabrians. He 
endeavoured, by a pathetic difeourfe, to reani¬ 
mate their loft valour, and afked advice from all 
the members of the council on the ftate of the 
place and how to aft. Commander Depoiffieu, 
of themition of France, who fpoke firft, declared, 
that the breach was too fteep for there being any 
reafon to fear the afiault, and that tlie dignity of 
the Order, and of the knights to whom Tripoli 
was intrufted, demanded that this truft, for which 
they were accountable to all Chriftendom, fhould 
be furrendered, only when it was no longer pof- 
fible to defend it. Commander Herrera, a Spa¬ 
niard, exclaimed, that Depoiffieu fpoke like a 
Frenchman the friend of the Turks, who had no¬ 
thing to fear, either for his life or liberty, in cafe 
the town JthouM be taken by afiault, as the king of 

France 
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France had an tranbaflador in the enemy’s ifleet; 
but that the fubjedts of Charted Y. the irrecon- >—* 
cileable enemies of the Infidels, had no quarter 
to eitpe£fc from them, and that he was for faving 
the liberty and lives of feveral brave' men, whilfl: 
it was yet in their power; that they could not be 
expected to preferve a place which no prince in 
Chriftendom attempted to fucoour. Thofe, who 
fpoke after Herrera, defired to have the breach 
infpefiled. Meanwhile, chevalier Copier was dif- 
patohed to the rebels, to reproach them gently 
with their revolt and cowardice. He affured 
them, that, on the exadf report which ffiould be 
made to the council of the ftate of the breach, 
the future ( proceedings would depend : the muti¬ 
neers declared they would not feparate ’till after 
thi-s inlpetSfcion, and that they would not truft to any 
one but a Spaniard for a report of the ftate of the/ 
place. It was neceflary to content. A foldier. They in. 

r < J fpea the 

called Guevar, was fent with two knights to exa- breaches. 

• i i .i . . The garri- 

mine the works. The report made by this Spa- fon and 
niard abfolutely contradicted that of the two lights 
other commiffioners, who affirmed, that the af- grand mar. 
fault could not lucceed, if the breach were ever 
fo little defended. Guevar cried to the mu¬ 
tineers, that a few fhot more from the cannon 
would entirely deftroy the wall, and that it was 
iimpofiible to prevent the enemy from being 
in the place before the day was over. The 
-clamours of the Calabrians having-raifed tip all 

th** 
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£ c -« 55'- the people, they threatened to open the gates and 
s—v—* call the enemy from the top of the ramparts. 
The council, affrighted, feeing that it was im- 
poflible to refill both within and without, ordered 
a fervant at arms to hoifl a white flag. The bat¬ 
teries immediately ceafed firing, and two Turks" 
advancing to the foot of the breach, found two 
Spanifh knights there; for the mutineers, fiftOre 
mailers in the place than the governor, would 
not permit a Frenchman to make the capitula- 
Th e b»- tion. Thefe two deputies were condudled to the 
difficult™ balhaw, who, by way of preliminary, demanded, 
of'capitu- 1 that the Order Ihould indemnify the grand 
luion. feignior for the expenfe of the war. The 
knights having anfwered that that claufe was not 
in their power, they were about to be fent back; 
when the cor fair Dragut reprefen ted to the ba¬ 
lhaw, how dangerous it was to reduce to delpair 
fuch brave men as the knights of Malta, parti¬ 
cularly when there was reafon to fear their being 
fuccoured j he added likewife, with a Carthagi¬ 
nian fubtilty, that Sinan would have it in his 
power to interpret the treaty as he pleafed when 
the janilfaries Ihould have gotten pofleflion of the 
town. The idea of this perfidy pleafed the ba¬ 
ne «uft lhaw. The deputies were recalled, and Sinan 
accepts tt. f wore by t h e bead of his mailer, to preferve the 
liberty of all the knights, of all the garrifon, and 
of all the inhabitants of Tripoli 5 to prevent the 
pillaging of the town, and (on being paid) to pro¬ 
vide 
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vide veffels for all thofe who fhould want them, 
to retire either -to Malta or any Italian port. 
The bafhaw told the deputies, that- he wifhed to 
fee the governor, to confult with him about the 
number of tranfport veffels, and the fafety of the 
voyage from Tripoli to Malta. He fent a hof- 
tage^o Tripoli for the fecurity of the governor. 

It was contrary to the laws of war, and ftill 
more againft the rules of prudence, for a gover¬ 
nor to go out of his place in any other manner 
than at the head of his garrifon. Marfhal Valier 
was unwilling to commit this fault, which had 
every appearance of being attended with the mod 
difagreeable confequences. But the eagernefs of 
the Spaniards, and the clamours of the garrifon 
and a mutinous populace, convinced him that he 
was no longer of'-any confequence in Tripoli, 
It was even decided, that, in order to fhew a 


J.C.155N 
Heg. 958. 


He draws 
marfhal 
Valier to 
his camp, 
ahd retains 
him .prifo- 
ner there. 


greater confidence to the bafliaw, marfhal Valier 
fhould carry him back his hoftage. This refpec- 
table old man, feeing that he had againft him 
even thofe who were moft interefted in fupport- 
ing his authority, yielded to circumftances. He 
was about to leave the place alone with the hof¬ 
tage, whom they obliged him to carry back, 
when chevalier Montfort, his friend, requefted 
his permiffion to accompany him to the Turkifh 
camp. The hoftage, who had had time to dif- 
cover part of what paffed in Tripoli, informed 
Si nan of it before the governor was introduced tQ 
vq&. 11. G him. 
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him. This difcovery made the bafhaw more 
^ barbarous and unjuft than ever. He haughtily 
demanded of the marfbal, if he had brought the 
money to indemnify the fultan for the expences 
of the prefent war. Valier having replied, that 
he abided by the capitulation which the ba¬ 
fhaw had figned,' and fworn w by the head of 
his matter: “ It would be very pretty indeed, 
‘‘..cried Si nan, if Muflulmen were obliged to 
“ keep their words with dog$ like you.” He 
then reproached the two knights with the veflels 
of their Order having continued, without inter- 
mifiion, to take prizes from the fubjetfts of the 
grand feignior, ever lince they were eftablifixed 
at Malta, though, by the capitulation of Rhodes, 
they had engaged, never to carry arms againft 
the Ottomans. The grand marfhal having ex- 
prefsly denied there being any fuch claufe in the' 
capitulation of Rhodes, and having offered to 
fend to Malta fqr it, where the original was kept, 
to prove the truth of what he advanced, Siriati 
was fo enraged, that he ordered him to be dis¬ 
armed and loaded with chains. Valier then turn¬ 
ing to chevalier Montfort, faid: “ Brother, if 
“ you return to Tripoli, tell commander Copier, 
“ and all my brethren, from me, to no longer 
“ count me in the number of the living 5 that as 
“ to the reft, they will do what their honor and 
“ duty require of them.” Montfort returned in 
fa&, with orders from the bafhaw to threaten the 

knighu 
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knights wjth being fold, they, all the foldiers of 
the garrifon, and all the inhabitants of Tripoli, Wv —“ l 
if they did not inftantly fend him a eertain fum 
which the hiftorians don’t mention. Montfort’s 
arrival put Tripoli into a confternationj and filled 
all the knights, even the Spaniards, with grief 
and Jhame. After having mutually fwom to die 
rather than fuffer flavery, they embraced one 
another, and determined to charge a mine made 
under a baftion near the breach ; and in the mo¬ 
ment when the Turks ihould take the town by 
affault, to fet fire to the powder, 'and blow up all 
the knights with the baftion. They had nothing 
to exped either from the Calabrians or the 
Moors, who remained in a penfive filence, and 
anfwered only by fobs to the importunities that 
were made them to fell dearly their lives. How¬ 
ever, the next morning at break of day, Sinan 
and Dragut, having refleded on the extremity to 
which they were reducing fuch brave men, fenc 
for the marlhal before chevalier Montfort was 
returned to the camp; “ Well,” faid Sinan to 
him, “ has the night better advifed you. Are 
<f you refolved to pay me the fum I demand ?”» 

Valier replied, “ It is not to me you muft ad- 
* c drefs yourfelf: I am no longer of any coofi- 
“ deration in Tripoli, as my chains have put an 
<c end to my authority; but if my brethren 
“ would follow my advice, they would grant you 
“ nothing beyond what you have agreed to. As 
vot. rr. G 2 “ for 
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£^.1551. it f or t j, e re ^ m y nf e j s j n you,, hands, as wcH 
«—v—* ** as my perfon.” The two Turks having again 
Cents a te- confulted together fometime, Sinan held out his 
tolhecT,hand to the marlhal: “ Let nothing more be 
Mdagtin’ “ laid of new conditions, faid he to him, I ratify 
eaufingthe tc t * ie an d confent to the liberty of all the 
Skft “ Chriftians in Tripoli: you may go and allure 
t£e <f 7° ur comrades of it, and order them to leave 
offau <t t he place with the earrifon.” 
fc^ioaded Experience^ had but too much taught marlhal 
chains. Valier not to trull to Sinan’s promifes. He 
again excufed himfelf on account of his captivity 
from carrying thefe pretended:good news. The 
balhaw lent to Tripoli the fame officer who had 
already been there in quality of hoftage. On his 
arrival, the people and foldiers flocked about 
him; and as he publilhed the ©bje£t of his mif- 
fion before he entered to the council, thefe 
cowards, without waiting to know if the capitu¬ 
lation were accepted, ran out in a crowd through 
the breach, becaufe the gates were Ihut. When 
the'Turkilh envoy appeared before the knights, 
there was no one left in Tripoli but a few citi¬ 
zens, women, arid children. There was no choice 
to take: the knights, having aflembled at the 
foot of the wall, marched out in a body, in hopes 
to join their general. As they advanced into the 
plain, they learned, that thofe, who had quit¬ 
ted the town, were alL loaded with chains. 
Thefe news prefaged what was about to happen; 

but 
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but It was no longer time to refill, being in IbJj^'SS'- 
fmall a number, on foot, in the middle of a plain, «—v —* 
armed only with their fwords. In faff, they were 
prefifntly furrounded by a troop of cavalry, 
who completely difarmed them. They were 
ftripped and loaded with chains, and were going 
to be dragged into the holds of the veflels ; but 
the French ambaffador, exafperated at this breaqh 
of faith, haughtily demanded of the balhaw the 
liberty of all the French and his own. He gave 
him to underftand, that he had no longer a pre¬ 
text for hindering him from repairing to the 
grand feignior’s court; that he, Daramont, 
would obtain from Solyman, what could not be 
refufed him without a violation of the laws of 
war, and with an intent to offend his matter, the 
fovereign of all the French knights. 

The barbarian did not dare refufe fuch a pow- TheFrenc h. 
erful felicitation ; and Daramont, matter of the *™ t ^ ador 
fate of his countrymen, ran to ftrike off their ^ ,rhb y^ 
irons. When he delive-red his countrymen, he 
was touched with the fate of. the German and 
Spanilh knights, whom he faw, almoft all, very 
young, expofed to the moft horrid milery and to 
the greateft danger both for their faith and 
morals. The French ambaffador obtained their 
liberty likewife,-on condition of his procuring- 
the grand feignior the reftoration of thirty Turks, 
of high rank, who were fiaves at Malta, for 
as many foreign knights; and he immediately 

fe? 
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T.C.I5SI. f et fail with them for Malta, in order to fulfil 

Heg. 958. 

»—v—' his engagement. 

The fer- Meanwhile, Defroches, the French fervant at 
ims, a Def- arms who commanded in the little fort which we 

crops’ the have fpoken of, and who was the firft that dif- 

Turidfh coverC( l the bad difpofition of the Calabrians, 

fleet with 1 _ 

1 twenty fod not quitted his poft, becaufe he had received 
conduits no orders. Having learned that the foldiers, and 
to Malta, even the knights, who left Tripoli, were in irons, 
he refolved to defend his liberty to the laft, and 
that of the twenty foldiers he had left. The 
cannon had not yet beaten down their wall; they 
prolonged the defence’till night; when, dither 
through the Turks’ being taken up with more 
important objeas, or that the fit u at ion of the 
place favored the flight of the Chriftians, Def¬ 
roches and his twenty foldiers got into a fkiffj 
paffed acrofs the Ottoman fleet, and gained the 
silnan ba- ifle of Malta. The next day, Sinan bafhaw in- 
M.Xfat' traduced Morad aga into Tripoli, according to 
ZZll* the orders that he had received from his matter, 
and declared him fovereign of the town and its 
grand feig- tcrritoryj tributary to the Porte. We know not 
why this place was not given to Dragut, who 
had contributed more than any other perfon to its 
reduction, and to whom it lhould feemingly have 
fupplied the place of Africa. 

j.c.i£52, Sinan bafhaw brought back his fleet to Con* 
H*g! S 9S9,ftantinople, where Solyman was too much taken 
* 96 °’ up with family affairs to think of new conquefts. 

He 
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He had four fons. Muftapha, the eldeft, adored 
by the troops, and beloved by the people, was || 9 . 
governor of Arnafia, where his ftep-mother, Rox- —-» 

alana, had caufed him to be exiled. The three 
others, Selim, Bajazet, and Geanger, were fons of 
the emprefs: it was thus they called the fultanefs 
become the lawful . .-wife of Solyman. Thele 
princes had been brought up under the eyes of 
their mother, who divided very unequally her 
affeftion among them. She could never pardon 
Geangir’s extreme attachment to Muftapha his 
eldeft brother. Bajazet, of an advantageous 
figure, ambitious, ingenious, fawning, and de¬ 
ceitful like his mother, was he whom the heart 
of that princefs had made choice of, and whom 
fhe preferred to Selim, though he was her eldeft. 
Roxalana, not contented with being placed on the 
throne herfelf, wanted to place Bajazet there alfo, 
to the prejudice of two princes who had prior 
claims. The emprefs gained over the grand 
vizier Ruftan, to whom fhe had given one of her 
daughters in marriage. Thefe two accomplices 
knew perfectly Solyman’s heart. They thought, 
that the fureft way to incenfe him againft his fon 
Muftapha, was to excite his jealoufy. The fe- 
raglio refounded with nothing but the virtues of 
Muftapha, his parts, his affability, aijd greatnefs 
of foul, ^ie 'favors which he bellowed on the 
citizens of Arnafia, and the benedictions with 
which he was loaded by the . people. Roxalana 

obferved 
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J£.ss*, obferved with pleafure the melancholy ofSoly- 

Heg- 959 > man, when he heard the unceafing praifes of him 

I & 960. . ' . 

whofe reign he feared would foon make his be 
forgotten. The artful princefs, feeing that the 
mind of her hulband was prepared to receive all 
the fufpicions fhe could wilh, ihewed him a letter 
from an eunuch, formerly intrufted with the edu^- 
cation of fyluftapha, and who ftill continued in 
his fervice. This half-man, fold to the emprefs, 
informed her, according to their agreement, that 
Muftapha had a correfpondence with the king 
of Perfia; that he was even allured that the 
prince had alked the Perfian monarch for his 
daughter in marriage, laying hold of the example 
of Solyman as a pretext for choofllig a wife, riot- 
■withftanding the ufage of the Ottoman princes 
to the contrary. The eunuch added, that, as it 
was his duty to give notice of all the prince’s 
proceedings, he could not pals over in filence a 
matter of fuch confequencej that the love of the 
janifiaries for Muftapha, and his union with 
Perfia, gave reafon to think that he meditated to 
become fovereign in the life-time of his father, 
at leaft of one part of the empire. The’grand 
vizier Ruftan appeared deeply ftruck with thefe 
fufpicions. He reminded Solyman of the exam¬ 
ple of his fathej^Selim, who had dethroned Ba- 
jazet II.; and he eafily raifed in him the defire 
of preventing a confpiracy which fear reprefented 
to him as already formed. 


Ruftan 



Ruftan fee ouf for Syria a£ the head ..of an army 
haftily colleded. The project was to draw Muf- “^\J 99 ’ 
tapha to the camp, under pretence of giving him wv-^ 
the command of the troops, and then.to ftrangle 
him. The army being arrived before Aleppo, 
halted without proceeding any farther. ! This 
flow march began to excite fufpicion. Ruftan 
had fent to prince JVIuftapha the orders of his 
father, to come and take the command of the 
troops intended againft the PerGans ; but all the 
friends of that prince, who knew Ruftan, Solyman, 
and Roxalana, advifed him not .to obey. The 
.camp, like other places, refounded with the 
praifes of Muftapha. Ruftan, furrounded by the 
partifans of the prince, wanted refblution to 
commit the crime he had meditated. He wrote 
to Solyman, that he alone had a right to difpofe 
of his Ion's days. Roxalana foon prevailed on 
the emperor to join the army. Solyman carried 
with him as few janiflaries and fpahis as poflible. 

The timarians and afaps formed this corps, 
which, otherwife compofed, might become for¬ 
midable to him who had aflembled them.. On 
the emperor’s arrival at the camp of Aleppo, he 
. ordered his fon to come and clear himfelf of 
the fufpicions conceived againft him. 

Though the young prince had avoided the 
fnares of Ruftan, he would not flee from his fa¬ 
ther ; on the contrary, he haftened to join the Death of 
army, apparently levied to ferve under his com- &cangfr. 

vol. n. H. mand, 
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j.c. 1552, maud and where all his friends fufpefted death 

&1553. _ f f 

Heg. 959. attended him. His brother Geangir vainly en- 

v—v —* deavoured to fave him from the cruelty of Soly- 
man. Muftapha, who knew that his father had 
conceived fufpicions againft him, flattered himfelf 
with being heard ; he was determined to prove 
his innocence let what would be the confequence. 
The faithful Geangir, not being able to fcreen 
his brother from the danger which menaced him, 
refolved to {hare it with him. He accompanied 
Muftapha to the camp, declaring he would run 
the fame rifks as he fhould. The public joy 
announced the arrival of the two princes. They 
entered the camp, furrounded by a crowd of fol- 
diers, who had run out to meet them. This 
fmall triumph ferved as a funeral pomp to the 
unfortunate Muftapha. On the arrival qf the 
two brothers at the emperor’s tent, they were 
obliged to feparate, as the chiaus were ordered 
to admit only Muftapha to tfie audience of the 
monarch. Geangir, more and more alarmed, 
never moved from the place where he had been 
flopped. On Muftapha’s being introduced, the 
chiau pachi demanded of him his fword and 
poniard. Though this ceremony was common, 
and no one was allowed to wear arms in the imperial 
tent, yet it aftoniihed the'young prince, as, from a 


received cuftom, his brothers and he were ex¬ 


empted from the general law. Muftapha per¬ 


ceived in the grand feignior’s tent neither exe¬ 


cutioners 
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ciltioners norfoldiers; but four mutes, who ’till J; c ** 55 *» 

* 553 * 

then had ferved only to amufe the monarch by He s- ? 59 > 

* * &C 900. 

their deformity, geftures, and grimaces, to which v —• 

they had recourfe in order to make themfelves un- 
derftoodj thefe monfters fell onMuftapha, holding 
a bow-ftring to ftrangle him with. This is the 
fir It and laft time that the mutes, have been em¬ 
ployed in this cruel office. The young .prince, 
all difarmed as he was, defended himfelf with 
fuch incredible courage, that the fultan, who wit- 
neffed this horrid fight from behind a curtain, 
faw that his fon was on the point.of overcoming 
the four mutes. He appeared in order to ani¬ 
mate the executioners, who at laft threw him on 
the ground and ftrangled him at the feet of his 
unnatural father. The tent was immediately 
opened, and Solyman caufed the body of his fon 
to be expofed to the eyes of all thofe who wifhed 
to fee it. Geangir ran like the reft. At the fight 
of the dead body of this brother whom he affec¬ 
tionately loved, and of his father who publiffied 
aloud the pretended crimes of this virtuous 
prince, Geangir, drawing his poniard, which had 
been left him, cried: Monfter, neither thou, nor 
my culpable mother, merits children like us; 
then plunging it into his own heart,’ he expired 
on the dead body of Muftapha all bathed with 
his blood.* H a The 

* Some hiftorians aflert that he died fuffocated with grief and rage. 

This (lory has been made the fubjeft of an excellent Tragedy, called 
Roxilani it Mustafhi, which was brought out at the French 
Theatric in Paris in 1785, and recalled with great applaufe. 2 V 
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j.e. , 5si v >r| 1 e fbldiers ran -frith horror to their arms; 

1553- 

n«g. « 9 > but this cataftrophe did not produce all the effcdfc 
»—» that might be ex peeled from it. There were but 
very few janiflaries in the artfiy, who loudly de¬ 
manded' the depofition and head of the grand 
vizier Ruftan.- This minifter was the firft to 
advife his matter to take the feals from him: and, 
having dHgtrifed himfelf, he retired from thepublic 
indignation. This was all that the troops ob¬ 
tained to atone for the blood of two princes. 
The afaps, but little formed for a revolt, quit¬ 
ted their arms as foon as they heard the degra¬ 
dation of Ruftan publifhed, and a general amnefly 
fpr all thofe who would return to their duty. 

Solyitian, who had feigned the war with Perfia 
only to draw Muftapha to his camp, difmiffed the 
army and returned to Conftantinople to enjoy his 
crime witch RoXalana, whofe cruelty was not yet 
fatiated. There remained a fon of the unfortu¬ 
nate Muftapha. The emprefs, in confequence 
Of her crpdit and hatred, had formerly obtained, 
that this child lliOuld be brought up at a diftance 
from the eyes of his father, who had been obliged 
to truft him to the Have who was mother to this 
prince, whom Muftapha loved, and from whom 
Jie had feparated for the itttereft of his fon. The 
mother and child lived at Burfa, where they 
heard of the death of Muftapha. Ibrahim, that 
was the name of the young prince, was already 
pld enough to be fenfible of his misfortune, 

Roxalana 
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Roxalana would not permit an avenger to grow J£*’ 55 2 » 
up who would have found hearts and hands to He s- 959 » 

r & 960. 

ferve him: Ihe prevailed on Solyman to confent «—' 
to this new parricide, which was enveloped in. 
myfteryj for, the young Ibrahim, not being capa¬ 
ble .of committing any crime, it would have 
been abiurd to aceufe. him like his father. Tha 
fultan fent an eunuch of the feraglio to Burfa, 
under pretence of letting the mother and Ton 
know, that he who had adviled the murder of 
Muftapha was puniffied, and to allure the young 
prince of the protection of his grand-father^ and 
the regret he felt at having condemned Muftapha 
on a fufpicion too flightly founded. The traitor Murder «f 
infinuated 1 himfelf fo well into the confidence of j^s'fon. 
the mother and Ton, by appearing to (hare with 
them their grief, and living with them in the 
greateft intimacy, that he found means to fepa- 
rate them, which ’till then had been impoflible. 

The eunuch' prevailed on the prince arid his mo¬ 
ther to take a ride. The young Ibrahim went 
on horfeback with him, w-hilft the mother fol¬ 
lowed them in a litter, not being willing on any 
account to lofe fight of fuch a precious charge. 

The traitor had had the lhaft of the litter fawn 
half through, fo that it could hold but a very 
little time before it would break down. This 
litter was covered, like all thofe ufed by the 
Turkilh ladies. It was no way difficult to draw 
the young prince out of fight of the litter, as 

Solyman’s 
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j^c.i 55 i, Solyman’s emiflary had forefecn. Ibrahim’s 

Heg. 959. mother, left in the middle of the road, and no 

& 96a# 

«—v —1 Ipnger feeing her fon, followed on foot like a 
woman frantic., She foon perceived the body of 
this dear child ftretched lifelefs on the ground. 
The eunuch was fled. The unhappy mother 
brought back the dead body of Ibrahim, which 
was interred at Burfa in the tomb of his anceftors, 
amidftthe tears of the people, who, fincerely re¬ 
gretted Muftapha, Geangir, and Ibrahim. 

j.c.1554. Roxalana was not arrived at the.end of her ar- 

H'g. 961. t jg ces< There remained vet two obftacles be- 

Bajazetfets 

Sj P a faife j; W een the throne and her fon Bajazet. Though 

'Muftapha. 

Solyman, contrary to all ulages, had made her 
emprefs, and Selim, the prefumptive heir to the 
fceptre, was likewife her fon, her heart fpoke only 
in favor of him who had already caufed her to 
be guilty of more than one crime. Whoever 
oppofed the fortune of Bajazet was not an objedfc 
of indifference for her, thefe were fo many ene¬ 
mies whom fhe determined to deftroy. Roxalana 
wanted to get rid of Solyman and Selim as fhe 
had of Muftapha; but her fruitful genius had 
recourfe to other wiles. There was among Ba- 
jazet’s flaves a young man who perfectly refem- 
bled Muftapha. The emprefs conceived the 
defign of making him the hero of an enterprife 
which fhould become fatal to her hufband and 
eldeft fon, not being at a lofs how to deftroy 
afterward the inftrument which fhe had made 

ufe 
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life of. She caufed this impoftor to be in- 
ftru&ed, without letting him know, that the em- *—v—* 
prefs countenanced the plot. WhenBajazet had 
taught him all the particulars which could make 
him pafs for Muftapha, it was rumoured abroad 
that this prince was n'ot dead; that, fufpetting 
the fate which was defigned for him in the em^ 
peror’s tent, he had fent thither in his place this 
Have of Bajazet’s, who, fome people knew, re- 
fembled Muftapha. Thefe accounts were eagerly 
received by all the fervants of that prince. A 
great many were deceived /• and lome pretended 
to be fo. Solyman learned in Afia, where he 
was gone to vifit feveral towns, that Muftapha 
was rifen from his tomb; that feveral odas had 
already acknowledged him for their matter; and 
that he was < 5 n his march from Adrianople, where 
he had declared himfelf, to Conftantinople, to 
feize on the throne, and punilh thofe who thought 
themfelves his murderers. The fultan was very 
certain that he had not been deceived; but 
he was equally afraid of being dethroned by 
a falfe Muftapha. The illufion of the people 
might prove fatal to him. He ordered the grand 
vizier, Achmet, to march againft the impoftor, 
and particularly to take him alive. The janif- 
faries, who had haftened in crowds to the falfe 
Muftapha, were not long deceived in the refem- 
blance. The foul of a vile flave was very diffe¬ 
rent from that of the hero whom they lamented. 

The 
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£C-»5S4‘ The major part were returned to their duty be- 
v-"-* fore Achmet had put himfelf at the head of the 
troops. At length, according to the emperor’s 
orders, he came up wi$h the few remaining 
troops of the f^lfe Muftapha, defeated them, and 
iPdtfco™ made their chief prifoner. This minifter, a faith- 
vered ‘ ful fervant, but a bad politician, put hi-s prifoner 
to the torture, contrary to Roxalana’s fecret or-' 
ders. The falfe Muftapha difcovered every thing 
that he knew of the intrigue in which be had 
played fuch a whimfical part. He did not ac- 
cufe the emprefs, as*lhe had not Ihewn herfelf, 
and Bajazet had never mentioned his mother to 
him j but the prince was declared the inftigator 
and abetter of this importer. He alone had in- 
ftrucled the falfe Muftapha: he alone had fuf- 
tained him and directed his proceedings. Roxa- 
lana conveyed her fon from the vengeance of atl 
injured and, ’till then, implacable father: Ihe 
Roxatan* fucceeded in concealing him. When the empe- 
fonTpa" ror was returned to Conftantinople, the emprefs 
* 0!U made ufe of all her artifice, fo natural to her, to 
obtain Bajazet’s pardon. Solyman, who had 
caufed a virtuous fon to be put to death before 
his eyes on - bafe fufpicions, pardoned another 
convi&ed of a crime the moft unpardonable. 
His weaknefs for an artful wife formed in his 
heart what nature would never have formed 
there: he ordered that Bajazet Ihould appear 
"before him in a houfe near Conftantinople} for 

the 
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fit 


the fultan was not willing to have his fon return *S|f- 
to the ftraglio before he had founded his fenti- '-—v—* 
ments. The young prince, Whofe only refource 
was* in his mother’s fondnefs, -refigned himfelf to 
her counfels ; but", after the example made of 
Muftapha, a rebel muft needs tremble to appear 
before Solyman. At the time of the interview, 
his fword and poniard were demanded of him; 
as had been done tO his brother. This circum- 
flance increafed Bajazet’s fears; but Roxaliana, 
who-watched for this dear fon, waited for him 
on his way. From a windbw, covered with a 
curtain, fhe called to him, without being feen 
cor coma, ogU>, cor coma-, that? is: don’t be afraid, 
my fon, don’t be afraid. Bajazec, a little en¬ 
couraged by the voice of his mother, entered 
the chamber where Solyman was waiting for him. 

He threw himfelf at the feet of his emperor and 
father, whom he had fo much injured in both 
thefe characters. The monarch ordered him to interview 
rife, and reminded him of all his crimes with a man and 1 
feverity mixed with much indulgence. The 
prince having fllewn figns of repentance, which" 
the ifear he then experienced rendered apparently 
fincere, the emperor pardoned his fon, and caufed 
a-cup to be brought from which he ordered him 
to drink. Bajazet thought himfelf poifoned; 
but refiftance was ufelefs, and even dangerous. 

He juft: touched the liquor with his lips, and 
then faw with pleafure that Solyman drank from 
vol. it. I ' the 
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fieg 'll*' t ^ ic ^ ame CU P fig 11 of reconciliation. Thus, 
•—*—j Bajazet regained his father’s favor; but though 
this revolution ended as it had begun, the grand 
vizier, Achmet, who, by difcovering the real con- 
fpirators, had faved his matter his throne and 
life, was facrificed to Roxalana, who could not 
pardon him for having accufed her fon. The 
pretext taken againfc him was that of extortion 
an accufation which always fubfitts againtt the 
minifters whom it is defired to get rid of. Ach¬ 
met was condemned to the fatal bow-ftring, and 
the feals of the empire were reftored to Ruftan, 
the fon-in-law and accomplice of Roxalana, who 
had never been out of favor, and who lhared 
with the emprefs the advantage of deceiving and 
governing his matter# 

j.cn S 55, Meanwhile, Erneft Scinlki had fuccefsfully 
ferved queen Ifabella with the grand feignior. 

* 9 6 3 - This princefs, who would no longer adhere to 
Sru” I a " the treaty concluded with Ferdinand, under pre- 
Sr fence of that prince’s having broken it the firft, 
oTtle her reclaimed Tranfylvania and the afiiftance of the 
rtw.cm -jp ur ] cs t0 re _ cn ter it. The grand feignior caufeef 
of T« s " ty the troops which he defigned for Ifabella’s fon, 
fyIva,lia ' to be preceded by a manifefto in favor of the 
houfe of Zapoli, which threatened the Tranfyl- 
vanians with conftant war with the Turks, as 
long a$ they Ihould withdraw themfelves from 
an authority which they ought not to forget, as 
the fon of Zapoli, the feudatory of the Porte, 

had 
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had not been able to transfer his inheritance with- 
out the confent of his high fovereign. Though 
Ferdinand was become emperor of the Weft by *— 
the abdication of Charles V. it augmented his 
power but little in Hungary. Guaftaldo, who 
commanded there for him, had in vain affembled 
a diet, in order to alk fuccours of the Tranfyl- 
vanians. The latter, either through ill will or 
indigence, would not give even the money ne- 
ceflary to pay the Spanifh troops, who prefently 
di/banded. Though Solyman kept Ferdinand’s 
ambaffador prifoner at his court, yet he fent 
himfelf an - embaffy to that prince to pro- 
pofe a truce, which the emperor of the Weft ^p™^ 
voluntarily accepted, on the foie condition of^Weii. 
acknowledging Stephen Zapoli, fon of Ifabella, 
for fovereign of Tranfylvania. The emperor of 
the Weft refolvedto take advantage of this truce, 
in order to have the crown of Hungary declared 
hereditary, and to inveft his fon in. it; but the 
haughty Hungarians maintained, that he held his 
crown of their ele&ion, and would not renounce 
the privilege of choofing their own matter. Fer- Maxim! _ 
dinand confented at laft to have his fon Maxi-^j^ 
milian ele&ed king of Hungary, hoping that the of Hun - 
right of the houfe of Auftria would confolidate 
itfelf by a long poffeffion. Solyman, on his fide, 
would have turned this truce into a lading peace, 
if domeftic troubles fiad not divested his atten¬ 
tion from the affairs of Europe. 

VOL. ix. 1 2 


He 
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lieg *964." loft in a few days the perfpn whom he 
'—*—• moft loved, and who had wronged him mod. 
Path of R 0 xakna died of a violent cholic in the arms 

Koxalana. 

of the hufband from whom the had wanted 
to take the throne and perhaps life. Solymaa’s 
grief could be compared only to the paflion 
which he had conftantly had for this ungrateful 
and artful woman. After this lofs, one Ihould 
have thought that Bajazet would have become 
mpre dear to him ; buf the fultan foon few, how 
little this fon, whom he had pardoned for fuch 
capital faults, was worthy of his affedtion. So- 
lyman was growing old. Bajazet, accuftomed to 
judge mankind by his own heart, few with grief 
Selim ready to become his fovereign. Roxalapa’s. 
fon had always relied on the fultan’s weaknefs j 
he neglected nothing to get rid of a dangerous 
elder brother. He attempted to poifop this bro* 
ther whom he did not care at firft to attack 
mjaietat* °P en ly* One of his attendants introduced him* 
JS’hu ftl^ * nt0 Selim’s kitchen, and threw poifon on 
Sdiii" ft vera .l diihes iptepded for the prince. The 
poifoner was detp&ed before he had executed hi* 
defign j he acknowledged, in the torments of the 
rack, that he was only the inftrument of Bajazet, 
Selim referred this crime to Solyman; the proofe 
of it were clear; but the feeble old mpn np 
longer kpew how to pupiih. h?e cpntppted him- 
felf with feparating the twe brothers. Selini| 
governor of Magnefia, was ordered to go to Ico- 

nia j 
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flu; Bajazet, governor of Kutaya, received or- 
ders like wife to go to Amafia; Selim gained by 
the change; Bajazet loft by it. This was all the 
.chaftifement which Sblyman thought the blackeft 
and bafeft of crimes merited. The government Hc refi>fes 
of Amafia was but a bad omen for Bajazet. This *° r j e b r e £ e the 
was the fame which the unfortunate Muflajrfra ” c “ v ” “ 
•held, when he periftied by the intrigues-of his Amafia, 
mother-in-law. Selim obeyed inftantly; but as 
■to Bajazet, far from going to Amafia, he thought 
■only of eftablifhing himfelf at Kutaya, of railing 
contributions, and of laying on new imperils, 
without law or reafon, to contribute towards the 
estpences of a war which he meditated. Soiyman 
refolded to fend a vizier to each of his two fons, 
to have an eye on their conduft. Bajazet, who 
had reafpn to conceal his proceedings, would not 
fuffer a fpy near him. He fent back Pertau ba- 
lhaw, who had been defigned for him, defiring 
him to intereft himfelf for him with his father, 
to anfwer for his fubmiffion, and particularly to 
obtain for him another government than that of 
Amafia, the ominous name of which terrified 
him. This pretext, frivolous in appearance, was 
Jefs fo among the Turks than any other nation. 
Prefages with them are powerful reafonsj they 
make prudence confift in knowing when to ac¬ 
cept or rejeft them feafonably. Pertau balhaw, 
who foon difeerned Bajazet’s real intentions, o- 
beyed without difficulty. He thought to ferve 

Solymao 
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li'g ’964 Solyman better, by confirming to him his Ton’s 
•—• rebellion, than by remaining a witnefs of all the 
proceedings that he had difcovered. 

The emperor at length Taw it was time to 
chaftife an ambitious Ton, whofe defigns were as 
much againft him as his brother. The beglerbeg 
of Greece received order* to collect his forces 
and enter Burfa, as there was reafon to fear Ba- 
jazet would make himfelf matter of it. Selim 
flattened, by order of his father, to take the comr 
mand there. As Bajazet’s numerous friends ap¬ 
peared difcontented, Solyman would fain back 
his authority with a fetfa of the mufti before he 
fent troops againtt his rebellious fon. Thefe 
tie mufti, fepfas are always an exa<tt anfwer to a queftion 
propofed. That obtained by Solyman againft 
Bajazet was conceived in the following terms. 
Cf How fhould he of my fubje&s be treated who 
** dares, againft my confent, keep poflefiion of 
" my towns, raife troops and contributions in 
“ them, and difturb the repofe of my empire ? 
“ what punifhment do thofe merit who fight 
“ for him, and give him affiftance ? In what 
“ manner fhould thofe other fubje&s be treated 
*' who refule to take up- arms for my defence, 
“ and who fay, on the contrary, that the caufe 
“ of this revolt is juft ?” The mufti’s anfwer 
was: * c That man and all thofe of his party de» 
” ferve death. Thofe, who refufe to carry arms 
*■* in fuch a juft caufe, fhould be regarded a$ 

“ profane 
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“ profane people, as traitors or renegades, de-J^/ 55 £ 
“ teftable to our holy, Mahometan' religion.” '—<—* 
Solyman had this fetfa notified to his rebellious 
fon, who replied, that the quarrel between Selim 
and him ought not to intereft their common 
mafter and father ; that he, Bajazet, was obliged 
to attack his brother, in order to defend his own 
life, and that, if Solyman declared for Selim, he 
ihould be obliged, againft his will, to carry arms 
againft his fovereign. Bajazet marched imme¬ 
diately- to fecure the town of Axvar, which he 
took by affault, and pillaged like the town of an 
enemy. Notwithftanding the mufti’s fetfa, the Bijizet 
revolted party became confiderable: all thofe Aches'* 
who loved war prefaged badly of Selim’s cou- . 
rage,. and joined to wreft from him the empire. ^° d c s 0 ™; 
Even thofe who lamented Muftapha had ranged hotter 
themfelves under the ftandard of his perfecutrefs’s" 1 ^"'^® 
fon, through hatred of the weaknefs and cruelty Icon1 ** 
of Solyman. It was feared at the Porte, that, if 
Bajazet were once mafter of Iconia, he Would 
eafily get pofTefiion of all Syria, and ftir up the 
remains' of the Mammelukes in Egypt, always 
ready for a revolt. The lovers of novelty, ftho 
always hope to gain in time of trouble and con-. 
fufion, are more common in Turkey than any 
where elfe. Selim, who had the beglerbeg of 
Greece for lieutenant, kept on the defenfive. He 
conduced his army to Iconia or Cogni, and en¬ 
camped under the walls of that town, remem¬ 
bering 
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j.c. <j 5 r. berings at the fame'time t» cover ail; the important 
plaees; His brother-' ardently wifhed- to come td 
a£tion; he did not long wifh in vain. The two 
armies were nearly equal in number; what forces 
Selim had more than Bajazet did not terrify that- 
prince, who relied on the zeal of his- partifansj> 
on fortune, often favorable* to great events, and 
on the opinion which the troops had of his bro¬ 
ther and of him. But, notwithftanding Bajazet*s 
talents and the valdur of the rebels, the dements 
feemed to confpire againft him. A violent wind,- 
which blew the fand into the eyes of his foldiers, 
foon threw all the ranks into confufion. Selim 
took advantage of it } he had no difficulty to 
repel combatants who knew not; where to dire& 
their blows. This diforder, feveral times re¬ 
paired, was unceafmgly renewed j at length, Ba¬ 
jazet faw himfelf obliged to flee. The tempeft 
and clouds of duft which caufed his defeat, (till 
pafs at this day for a miracle among the Turks. 

Selim, contented with his viflory, did not pur- 
fue the vanqui(lied : he confined his attention to 
guarding the places intrufted to him, whilft the 
rebels, difperfed, were feeking to put themfelves 
in fafety. The victory of Iconia feemed to in- 
creafe Solyman’s refentment againft Bajazet: he 
fet out at the head of fome troops to join the 
army of his fon Selim. Anxious to take advan¬ 
tage of this difafter, he would fain crufh the 
rebel in the moment that fortune declared againft 

him. 
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him. Bajazet, on the contrary, humbled by ad- f‘ 
Verfity, fled to Amafia to feerri to obeyhist father, 
from whence he wrote fuppliant letters to him. . He . 
The emperor, who was afraid that his fon would 
retire to Perfxa, feigned to hearken to him; but 
the prince was informed by fecret emiflfaries that 
there was no longer any companion for him in 
the heart of his father, and that pardon was talked 
of only to fecure vengeance. All the fangiacs He dg . 
who commanded on the frontiers of Perfia re- “ ives > b ? 

# b divers artt- 

ceived the molt pofltive orders to flop Bajazet on fices ? the 
his way •, this he had forefeen j but as he could who were 
t^ink of no other refource, amidfl: all thefe dan- kispaLge. 
gers, he refolved to go and requeft an afylum of 
the fophi Tachmas, at the head of a good troop 
of attendants, .who would not fepafate their for¬ 
tune from his. It was abfolutely neceflary to 
pafs through the territories of the fangiacs of 
Sebafl; and Erzerum. As there were two roads, 
in the firft fangiacate, the prince fent two of his 
attendants by the eafieft. Thefe men, who 
had devoted their lives to him, ferved their maf- 
ter with' a zeal, of which hiftory furniflies but 
few examples. They caufed themfelves to be 
taken, by feigning to hide themfelves ; and, ob- 
ftinately refufing to confefs who they were, they 
fexpofed themfelves to thofe tortures - which they* 
coUid not fail of being put to. Then appearing 
to yield to their torments, they both faid' that 
they were going to join Bajazet; that their maf- 

tol. it, K 
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*||®* ter had taken the oppofite road, which, though 
'—» the longelt, was the molt likely to conceal him, 
becaufe it was the Ieatt: known. The fangiac 
immediately marched all the troops that were 
under his command towards the place where the 
two attendants had dire&ed; and the prince, in¬ 
formed of it, took the Ihorteft road, finding 
no obftacle there. 

It was ftill neceflary to deceive the fangiac of 
Erzerum. Bajazet had formerly known this of¬ 
ficer, who had fhewn him fome attachment. He 
fent one of his confidents, to conjure him to have 
pity on his matter’s fon, reduced, with a few 
.attendants, to the laft mifery. He requefted 
of him like wife to permit fome horfes and beatts 
of burden to pafture in the fruitful meadows of 
Erzerum. Whether the fangiac really pitied 
Bajazet, or that he thought the occafion favorable 
for feizing his perfon, he wrote the prince, that 
he might remain in his fangiacate as long as it 
ihould be neceflary to refrefh his fatigued troop. 
The fangiac went himfelf to the place where 
Bajazet was to come; but that prince, during 
the negociation, had palled by, dilguifed as a 
dervis. The governor offered no violence to 
Bajazet's troop, who took refrefhments under his 
proteftioo. They kept him in expe&ation of 
the prince from day to day, then from hour to 
hour, and at laft from moment to moment. 
When all the horfemen were palled, the fangiac 

learned 
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learned too late thatBajazet was on the borders of 
the Araxes. The two baihaws who had been thus v—■* 

Impofed on, vainly purfued their prey j they 
palTed the Araxes with the few troops that they 
could collect i but the Perfian governors forbid¬ 
ding them to advance in arms into the territories 
of their mafter, who was not at, war with the 
Ottoman empire, the two fangiacs returned to 
their governments, where they found orders to 
repair to the emperor’s camp. They there loft 
their heads for their negligence or want of pe¬ 
netration. 

The governors who had prevented the Otto¬ 
mans from entering Perfia, required the fon 
of Solyman to wait’ on the frontiers for orders 
from their monarch. Bajazet wrote with great 
humility to the fophi Tachmas, who permitted, 
without difficulty, the fon of his ally to come to 
his court to enjoy the laws of hofpitality and wait 
’till his father’s rage lhould have fubfided. Soly¬ 
man, become fufpicious, was afraid left the 
Perfian lhould remember his having formerly- 
protected againft him the brother of that prince, 
and that he had carried him into Perfia at. the 
head of an army, to fuftain pretenfions which 
tended to divide the throne of the fophi. But 
Tachmas would not defend a rebellious fon whom 
he believed repenting, further than in imploring 
the clemency of his father. Bajazet’s pardon 
was the only requeft that an ambafiador, fent on 

▼ol. it. K 2 purpofe 
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JjC-’sg- purpofe from Perfia, had orders to make SoJyman, 
*—v—» The father, irritated, far from attending to thefe 
folicitations, demanded his affaflinating, rebellious 
Ion, and ordered the foplii to be told, that every 
monarch was interefted in the punifhment of fuch 
crimes. Tachmas undoubtedly would not have 
given up an unfortunate pnince who had requefted 
his prote&ion; but, whilft he was intereftiog 
himfelf for this rebel, whom he had loaded with 
hofpitality, Bajazet was caballing at-the court of 
Perfia againft his benefadlor, and offered fome 
rebels the afliftance of the troops that he had 
brought with him and who were encamped at 
the gates of Ifpahan. The fophi, who kept no 
troops in his capital like the emperor of the 
Turks, trembled when he learned that he was 
about to be befieged on his throne by him whom 
he prote&ed with fo much zeal, and that he was 
nourifhing a ferpent in his bofom. Tachmas, 
without feeming to know any thing of this per.- 
fidy, had the add refs to feparate and remove, under 
different pretences, the followers of Bajazet j and, 
as foon as he could make himfelf mafter of his 
perfon, he had. him loaded with irons and thrown 
into a dungeon. All. Bajazet’s attendants were 
reduced to flavery. The negotiations of the 
Perfian ambaffador then changed their objeft. 
Tachmas lent word to Solyman, that it would 
be dangerous to tranfport this tiger, who might 
efcape on the road and ftill caufe much mifchief; 

that 
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that it would be better for the Turkiih emperor J* c > 1 55®- 

r Heg. 96j* 

to fend fome faithful fervants to put him to death wy—# 
in his prifon. The fophi demanded likewife to 
be indemnified for the expences that he had been 
at, on account of this wicked gueft. Solymaa 
and he were foon of one opinion. Two chiaus 
fet out for Ifpahan, with the fum demanded. 

They were ordered to fee Bajazet, and to have 
him ftrangled before their eyes, as likewife four 
of his children whom he had carried with him 
to Perfia. When they took this unfortunate 
prince from the dungeon where he had been fliut 
!up for feveral months, it was with difficulty the 
Turks could recoiled the features of Bajazet, 
concealed under a buihy, entangled beard, and 
disfigured by palenefs. They could not perfuade 
jthemfelves that this wretch, fcarcely covered with 
fome rags, was the fon of their emperor. To 
afiure themfelves of it they had him fhaved, and 
then ftrangled him, without permitting him to 
fee his fons, which he had anxioufly defined, and 
whom they put to death after him. Solyman, 

1 . . , Death or 

accuftomed to confound the innocent with the Baja*« * 
guilty, would fain deflroy all the lhoots of this d«n. 
odious ftock. He fent to ftrangle a little prince 
whom Bajazet had left in Amafia with his nurfe. 

The chiaus, charged with this execution, had 
much difficulty to difengage themfelves from the 
carefles of the young child; they were a long 

time 
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time without bang able to prevail with them- 
«—v—-> felves to execute this barbarity. 

When the riews of Bajazet's death arrived at 
Conftantinople : > the emperor was taken up with 
furnilhing Dragut with fuccours to maintain hirn- 
felf on the coaft of Barbary, and with preferving 
him the conquefts that he had added to Tripoli, 
fuch as the ifle of Gerbes which he had taken al- 
moft without ftriking a blow, and which a com¬ 
bined fleet of Spaniards, Sicilians, and Maltefe, 
j.c. 1561, had wrefted from him. Dragut fucceeded to 
chafe away from thence Don John de la Cerda, 
duke of Medina-Celi, viceroy of Sicily. 

Thetroopt This fuccefs encouraged the Turks. They 
11.Silver undertook the following year the conqueft of 
ukTpTn. Oran, a town fituated on the coaft of Africa, 
vdei, e facing the kingdom of Granada. It had been 
thekn^ht*taken from the Moors by cardinal Ximenes in 
•f Mala, ^e year 1509, and new fortified by the attention 
of that minifter. TJie governor made a vigorous 
refiftance, which gave Philip II. time to fend an 
army to the fuccour of that place. The Turks, 
not finding themfelves the ftrongeft, re-embarked 
in fight of the Spanifh fleet, with fo much preci¬ 
pitation, that they left their cannon behind. For 
two whole years we fee but few motions, either 
on the fide of the Turks, or that of their enemies. 
Philip II. who defired to be mafter of the coaft 
of Africa,, as much and more than Charles V. 
had, ordered the fiege of Pennon de Velez to be 

attempted. 
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attempted. This is a caftle fituated on the point 

of a rock, which defends the port and town of He s> 969. 

1 Sc 970. 

Velez, and to which there is no arriving but by «—■v —t 
a road cut out of the rock. Don Garcia of Toledo, 
for two years fuccefiively, made fruitlefs efforts 
to take a place which all the mariners, both 
Chriftian and Mahometan, had 'till then thought 
impregnable. The third year he invited the 
knights of Saint John, to come and attempt this 
conqueft, which was of great importance to 
them, as the port of Velez, like thofe of Algiers 
and Tripoli, was the haunt of all the Mahometan 
corfairs. - The knights accepted the invitation to 
the number of fix hundred, with twelve hundred 
land forces. In lefs than four months, Philip II. 
wa.s matter of the port, town, and caftle. The 
fervices which the knights of Malta rendered on 
this occafion, infpired Solyman with the moft 
violent defire to deftroy this .fwarm of warriors, 
whom he called freebooters, or at leaft,to drive 
them from the coaft of Africa, where they were 
become fo formidable. An exploit lefs confi- 
derable finally determined the fultan to attempt ^hde. 
the conqueft of Malta. Seven galleys of the*™^” ^ 
Order fell in with, between the ifles of Zante and u , nd " take , 

the liege of 

Cefalonia, a large galleon loaded with the richeft Maiu. 
merchandifes of the Eaft. This veffel was named 
the fultanefTes’ galleon. The cargo really be¬ 
longed to the principal alfekys who. fhared be¬ 
tween them in rather a large number the favors 

which 
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which Solyman had formerly bellowed folely Off 
H *‘ 9 o 9 ’ Roxalana. This fhip was carrying to 1 Venice the 
«—■v—» riches which theft fultaneffes intended' to ex¬ 
change for rich fluffs, diamonds, cut flones, and 
all the precious trinkets that furnifhed them with 
the means of pleafing, and which was the foie 
confolation of their flavery. The fultaneffes'* 
galleon was taken, after a rather long refiflance ; 
and, as we have already remarked, this event con¬ 
tributed as much as the taking of Pennon de 
Velez, to decide the fiege of Malta. The com¬ 
plaints of theft beautiful -flaves were flillmore 
attended to, than thofe of ail the Moors of 
Africa, who had fent word to Solyman, that the 
commerce of the mofl powerful empire on the 
earth would be inceffantly deflroyed by a band 
of pirates. 

j.c. 1563, A famous iman, who preached every Friday at 
tu/JgVf ro y a * mo ^ ue before the emperor, undertook 
* 97*- likewife, to roufe the prince’s zeal, for the deli¬ 
verance of the great number of Haves, groaning 
in the chains of the knights of Malta. In one 
of his fermons, he addreffed himfelf to the 
grand feignior. .After having praifed his valour, 
his conquefts, the laws which he had made, 
and the wifdom of his government, he added, 
that there was nothing wanting to complete 
the glory of Solyman, but to be the deli¬ 
verer of fo many unfortunate Muffulmen, whofe 
property and liberty had been wrefted from them 

*>Y 
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by the corfairs of Malta; that all the true Be* 
lievers being obliged once in their life to go 971. 
in pilgrimage to Mecca, the Europeans were —j 

unable to acquit themfelves of that duty, 
without rifking their liberty and life j that it 
was for the protestor of Iflamifm, the father of 
the Faithful, to beat down the enemies of Ma¬ 
homet, and that the deftruftion of the pirates of 
Malta would be more meritorious, than the 
conqueft of the raoft powerful Chriftian em-. 
pire. This boldnefs fucceeded. On leaving the 
mofque, Solyman ordered his grand vizier tq 
make known, that all the forces of the ftate were 
going to be employed againft the rock of Malta. 

The beft generals were for attacking the Goletta, 

Pennon de Velez, Oran, and all the places pof- 
fefled by the Chriftians on the coafl of Africa 
firft, in order to proqure afterward, for the fiegc 
of Malta, provifions and other fuccours from 
thofe places nearer the ifland than the dominions 
of the grand feignior. They reprefented, that 
this fteep rock, furrounded by Chriftian ports, 
offered nothing but difficulties j that if they could 
land there, the earth would not furnifh fubfif- 
tence for the troops, and that, in confequence, 
they muft always procure them from the port of 
Conftantinoplc, whilft thefe knights, whofe bra¬ 
very the Turks had fo many times experienced, 
could receive fuccours from all the ports of Italy, 
Provence, and Spain, and even from thofe of 
voi. jr, L Africa, 
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J-c. i|6 3 , Africa, which the Chriftians had made themfelvel 

Sc 1564. 

H *«* 971, matters of; that if the knights of Malta made 

*—■v —* fo many prizes by fea, convoys fhould' be ap¬ 
pointed ; but that the taking of Malta ought 
not to be thought of, ’till the neighbouring 
conquefts fhould furnifh the means to take that 
likewtfe. 

The claraodrs of the imans and women pre¬ 
vailed over the reprefentations of Dragut and the 
moft experienced generals. All the veffels and 
galleys that could be found in the ports of the 
empire, in a fituation to keep the fea, were armed 
with the greateft hafte. Solyman even fent 
engineers in difguife to Malta, who,, under pre¬ 
tence of trading with the ifland, took a plan of 
all the fortifications. The grand matter, Valette, 
convinced that the armament of the Turks me¬ 
naced his ifland, took every precaution that pru¬ 
dence and courage could di&ate to him. He 
iffued a general citation to all the knights, feat* 
tered over the different provinces of Chriftendom, 
On their arrival, the grand matter diftributed 
them at the head of the Maltefe, who, almoft all, 
had carried arms, and of whom he formed com¬ 
panies of infantry. The Order implored the af- 
fittance of the pope and the different Chriftjaq 
potentates. The pontiff, Pius IV. fi?nt a fum of 
money. The knights received but little fuccour 
from France, which was at that time rent by civil 
wrs, Philip II, more interefted than any other 

European 
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European prince to defend this ifland, which 
ferved as a bulwark to all his Italian pofleffions, He e* 9 iu 

Sc 97a. 

ordered the viceroy of Sicily to Kate an eye upon »—v—» 
the prelervation of the ifle of Malta, and to fend 
his fleet to the aBiftance of his faithful allies as 
foon as the fiege fhould be begun. The viceroy 
imparted thefe orders to John Valette, who, not-* 
Withftanding, was not lefs adlive in collecting all 
the forces which his Order could furnifh him 
With. 0 T.C.:<56 5 .' 

Heg. 97a. 

• The ifle of Malta, fituated between Sicily and Defc , ip 
Africa, is two, hundred and feventv miles' from ?l ono / tbe 
Tripoli. It is fixty Italian miles in circumference, Malta - 
about twenty long, and twelve broad. It has 
the ifle of Candia towards the eaft j three fmall 
iflands, called Pantalafia, Linofa, and Lampedofe, 
towards the wefts Sicily towards the north; and 
the kingdom of Tunis towards the ftmth. On 
this laft fide, Malta is furrounded by fends 
and inacceflible rocks; but in advancing towards 
the weft and north, there are feveral rcfads fk 
to receive veflels. On the eaft, there are two 
large ports, in the middle of one of which is a 
fmall ifland, which ferves for thofe who come 
from the Eaft to perform quarantine in. This 
port is called Marfemuflet, 'and the other the 
Grand Port. They are feparated by a narrow 
Apiece of land, at the extremity of which is fituated 
a fortrefs,.called fort Saint Helme. The fide of 
the Grand Porr, oppofite to the narrow piece of 
tol, 1x1 L 2 land 
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s 6 5* land where the caftle of Saint Helme is fituatcd, 

? 7 2 * 

—* is divided into feveral creeks, which form fever at 
fmall ports in the Grand one. The caftle of 
Saint Angelo, the only fort refs that was in the 
ifland when the knights of Saint John took pof- 
feflion of it, is on the point of one of thefe narrow 
pieces of land which form thofe creeks near the 
centre of the Grand Port. On the fame narrow 
piece of land, behind the caftle of Saint Angelo,- 
is II Borgo or the Burgh, which they called the' 
vi&orious City after the railing of the fiege. 
Laftly, another narrow piece of land parallel, and 
extending further into the port than the former, 
is terminated by a very deep rock, on which is 
another fmall fortrefs, built by the grand mafter 
Lafangle, whofe name it bears. The City-not3„, 
ble, the capital of the. ifland, is more, than fix, 
miles from the fea. By the exadt review which; 
.Valette made of his forces, he- found in the ifland 
feven hundred knights,: without counting the lay 
brothers and half croffes, and eight thoufand five 
hundred men, foreign troops and inhabitant? of 
Malta. The grand mafter divided the defence of 
the polls between the different nations, in order 
■that they might be conftantly intrufted to the fame 
chiefs, as had been done at the two fteges of Rhodes. 
This was a certain way to attach every, one more 
jto his duty. Commander Copier, who had fuc- 
eeeded commander Yalier in the dignity of mar- 
fhal of the Order, was ordered to. be continually 

traverfing 
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trav$rfing the iftand at the head of two hundred :J- C *>5 e 5* 
horfe, and a corps of fix hundred foot, to watch 
the moment of the landing, and to fall on the 
Turks that fhould feparate from the main army. 

At length the Ottoman fleet appeared off Malta 
•the 18th of May 1565. It was compofed of a 
hundred and fifty-nine veflels with oars, both 
galleys and galliots, carrying forty thoufand land 
'forces, all janiffaries, fpahis, or other chofen 
troops. Piali, Who comnoanded the fleet, was a 
favorite of Solyman’s, whom,that prince had 
found under a plough-(hare almoft immedi¬ 
ately after his birth. The fultan, touched 
with the fate qf this little creature, was willing 
that the, good, fortune which it had had to be 
found by the emperor, fhbuld in future render 
this child as much worthy of envy as it had beei* 
of pity.- x Having h^d him brought up-and in- 
ftru&ed with all the attention requifite to be paid, 
to a fubjeft intended to fill the greateft employs, 
he made him bafhaw of the bench, or one of the 
yiziersj and gave him the command of the fleet 
intended for the expedition againft Malta. The 
command of the land forces was given to Muf- 
tapha, an old warrior, who had diftinguilhed 
himfelf in the Perfian- and Hungarian wars. 

Thefe two" chiefs were ordered to undertake no¬ 
thing without the participation of Dragut the 
corfair, the greateft*mariner of his time, the na¬ 
tural enemy of the knights of Malta, and mare ; 

interefted. 
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> ntere fted than any other pcrfon in their defttu AiOff* 
Wv ~* J Dragut defigned fixteen veiTels for this expe¬ 
dition. As he had not yet joined the fleet, Piali, 
faithful to the grand feignior’s orders, would fain 
have waited for Dragut before the landing took 
place t but Muftapha, who knew the value of 
time and opportunity in war, debarked in a creek 
through favor of the night. The two ports were 
too well defended by batteries, to permit them 
to hope for an entrance there before they fhould 
be matters of the ifland. The next day, the 
Turkifh council aflembled to decide if they fhould 
begin the fiege before the arrival of Dragut 
Piali was for conforming ftriftly to the grand 
feignior’s orders, which forbade them to do any 
things without him j but Muftapha was afraid of 
the arrival of this fleet with which they were 
threatened,' more particularly as the Ottoman 
fleet was not in fafety in the road called Mar- 
fafiroc, where the veflels w^re expofed to feveral 
winds. 

Attack of Muftapha, who commanded in chief, put an 
ELS'” end to the difcuflion by determining to attack 
forthwith the fort St. Helme, the taking whereof, 
which appeared to him very eafy, would open a 
harbour for the fleet of the beflegers. This 
fortrefs was fituated at the extremity of the neck 
of land which feparates the two ports. The prior 
of Capoue, who built it, thought of little more 
than defending thefe two ports. The works* 

which 
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which covered the fort, even on the land fide, j^sss- 
were neither fufficiently raifed, nor enough in '— 
number, to render this citadel as fecure as it 
might have been made. Guerras, a Spaniard, 
bailiff of Negropont, having conceived the ne- 
\ceffity of defending this poft with men, which 
was not fufficiently fo by intrenchments, afked 
permiffion of the grand mailer to Ihut himfelf up 
there with fixty young knights of the different 
nations, Valette joined to this chofen tioop one 
Spanilh company, commanded by chevalier John 
Lacerda, and another company, Piedmontefe, 
commanded by chevalier Broglio. Malta, as we 
have feveral times faid, is nothing but a rock, 
op which there are in fome places two or three 
feet of a ftony foil; it is difficult to open a 
trench there ; but the general, refolved to take 
fort Saint Helme, inyefted it on the land fide, 
marked out his camp juft by it, and began to 
ere& batteries. The trenches were opened with 
great difficulty; but hard as was the ground, 
and in fpiteof the continual fire from the caftle, 
the workmen found means to Ihelter themfelves. 

In thofe places where it was impoffible to pene¬ 
trate the rcick, the pioneers raifed parapets with 
pieces of wood and planks filled up on the outfide 
with earth brought from a great diftance. All 
thefe works coft a great number of pioneers 
and flaves, whom Muftapha lavilhed the blood 
of. The batteries killed a great number of fpa- 

his 
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Heg.*972.' his> who, thoilgh intended toferve on horfeback,. 
■v—' are employed .in fieges in thefe forts of works, 
and remain a long time quite expofed to the 
enemy’s fire. At length the Turks battered in¬ 
breach the 24th of May, fix days after the arrival 
of the fleet in fight of Malta. Though the 
cannon of the fort replied to that of the Turks, 
the fpace expofed.to their batteries was fo nar¬ 
row, that the balls, continually ftriking on the 
fame places, foon made breaches. There were 
not people enough in the place to repair them. 
The bailiff of Negropont fent chevalier John 
Laeerda to the grand matter to requeft fuccours. 
This Officer fhewed much weaknefs before the 
council aflembled.* He declared, that it was 
impoffible to defend fort St. Helme more than 
a week; that the breaches would incefiantly 
become irreparable; that the cannon killed as 
many men as it beat down ftones, and that this 
was a patient already fick attacked by an incu* 
rable malady. The grand matter impatiently 
heard a recital which fear exaggerated. ** I will 
t( be the doftor’ for this fick patient,” cried he ; 

** and if I cannot cure you of your fright, as I 
<c defpair, I will take care that the patient fhall 
not perifb.” And indeed Valette was going 
to throw himfelf into the fort at the head of the 
fuccours which he intended for it; but all the 
knights oppofed it. The general’s talents an<f 
prudence were wanted every where; his life was 

too 
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too precious to be expofed like that of a common 
foldier. He fent three companies to fort Saint *—<—■» 
Helme : more than fixty knights, officers or 
volunteers, haftened thither with thefe troops, thither. 
He ordered batteries to be conftru&ed, which 
cannonaded the Turkiih camp, whilft the latter 
battered in breach the curtain of the fort. 

Meanwhile^ the fuccours from Sicily, which 
the Maltefe relied on fo much, were not arrived. 

The grand matter feared, with reafon, that, 
when the fleet ihould appear before the ifland, 
the fort would have furrendered; that then 
the Spaniards, wfio had many other interefts, 
believing Malta loft, would not debark, for fear 
of wafting their forces to no purpofe. He dis¬ 
patched a knight to the viceroy of Sicily, to 
haften the execution of his promifes. Though 
the Turks prefled their operations with earneft- 
nefs, they had not blocked up any of the forts. 

By means of light barks, Valette had a com¬ 
munication with all thefe forts, and could 
keep up a correfpondence abroad. He fent to 
the viceroy of Sicily, a copy of the fignals which 
he was to make ufc of to announce his arrival. 

The latter, who without doubt had orders to re¬ 
tard which he would not acknowledge, repeated 
his promifes to the envoy of the grand matter, 
affuring him, that, within a fortnight, the Spaniffi 
fleet fhould appear before Malta. Thefe delays 
were more particularly diftreffing, becaufe the 
vol. n. M Turkiih 
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Turkilh batteries made confiderable progrefs, 
and, after having repulfed feveral Tallies, the 
Turks had found means to lodge themfelves on 
the counterfcarp, which they had taken in pur- 
fuing the befieged. They were fo near the half¬ 
moon which defended the body of the fort, that 
almoft every fhot fucceeded. 

Whiift they were clofely befieging fort Saint 
Hclme, Dragut entered the road where the Otto¬ 
man fleet was, with fixteen vefiels. This rein¬ 
forcement animated the befiegers, ftill more by the 
efteem which they had for the commander, than 
by the importance of the fuccour. Dragut, well 
ikilled in the ufe of artillery, erefted new batteries 
immediately on his arrival. As the half-moon 
was greatly expofed, and foldiers fell there every 
moment, chevalier Lacerda, who had Teen fome 
men killed by his fide, propofed to blow up 
this work, left the enemy fhould come and 
lodge themielves there, as they had done on the 
countetfcarp. This timorous advice filled with 
indignation all thofe that heard it. The janif- 
farics, after having fired a long time almoft clofe, 
in order to protect their comrades who came to 
place ladders at the foot of the work, mounted 
to the aflault before the knights had had time to 
man the ramparts. The daughter was terrible: 
the Maltefe foldiers, who ran to the afliftance of 
their comrades, precipitated the aflailants with 
great addrefs and force ■, but they were imme¬ 
diately 
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diately feizcd by thofe who had found no obftacle ’S^s* 

in fcaling the parapet. In fine, the combat lafted •—v—» 
four hours on this fingle work; it coft the Turks 
three thoufand men, and the Maltefe a hundred 
and fifty foldiers and thirty knights. The nu- £00™/" 
merous army of the Turks having at length 
driven this handful of foldiers, the Maltefe drew theTurks * 
from the ramparts fix knights all covered with 
wounds, but who ftill breathed. Being returned 
into the body of the place, they embarked them 
that they might procure fome afliftance in the 
Burgh. The feeble Lacerda had mixed himfelf 
among them, under pretence of a contufioft, 
which was not even vifiblej Valette afflitted at 
this example, ’till' then unknown in his Order, 
had this coward put in arreft, whofe weaknefs 
he pitied, though he was refolved to have him 
puniihed by a court-martial. The bailiff of Ne- 
gropont and commander Broglio, both wounded 
and in an advanced age, refufed to quit the 
fort, whatever importunity was made them. 

They defired a reinforcement from the grand 
mafter, to fupply the place of thofe heroes that 
they had loft. 

Meanwhile the Turks, indefatigable workers, 
by means of facines and earth, fo raifed the half 
moon which, they had juft taken poffdfion of, that 
it commanded' the parapet of the place. They 
crefted a battery there, and, by favor of the al- 
moft continual fire which kejat the Maltefe from 

vol. 11. ,M 2 the 
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£C. 1565. t he rampart, conftru&ed a bridge with large trees, 
v—» yards of veffels, and large thick planks. This 
work, which they covered with earth, left the 
knights Ihould find means to burn it, raifed the 
Turks more than twenty feet from the bottom of 
the ditch towards the parapet. It could contain 
eight men a-breaft, and favored the affault. The 
knights were obliged to appear continually along 
the rampart, in order to defend it j and as foon as 
the parapet was manned, thofe who were on the 
bridge throwing themfelves flat on the earth, the 
cannon made a terrible {laughter of the befieged. 
In a fally, the Maltefe fet fire to the beams which 
fupported this fatal bridge but it was foon re¬ 
paired by the activity of Dragut, who expofed his 
life and thofe of his people. The Maltefe had 
already loft fifty knights, and near five hundred 
foldiers; their artillery was difmounted every 
moment, and they had but few men left to de¬ 
fend large breaches where an affault would foon 
be practicable. In this extremity, the knights 
Lights,in lent to the grand mafter chevalier Medran, who 
HeimeX bad diftinguifljed himfelf in feveral fallies, and 
whofe bravery could not be fufpefted. He re- 
Tht'grind" <l uefte< l barks from him, to convey from certain 
fjfcs'them. death the remaining combatants, who could no 
longer defend a place; open on all fides. After 
having reprefented, that a longer' defence would 
avail, only to deftroy brave men, more ufeful in 
the defence of other fortrefies, Medran concluded 
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by alluring Valette of the perfect obedience of £^1565. 
all thofe in fort St. Helme. The grand mafter '—«—■* 
communicated chevalier Medran’s million to the 
council. All the grand erodes were for aban¬ 
doning this miferable place. Valette alone ar¬ 
gued, that if its defence could be prolonged iome 
time longer, it would fave the ifle of Malta. He 
added, that it was a long time yet to the feafon, 
when, the fea being no longer fafe, theTurks would 
be obliged to conduct back their fleet; that the 
viceroy of Sicily, who fought a thoufand ex,cufe$ 
for refufing his fuccours, would have a very plau- 
fible one as foon as the fort lhould be abandoned, 
and would fay publicly, that, wanting his mailer’s 
forces to defend his own dominions, he ought not 
to rilk them in the town of an ally, which could no , 
longer be defended} that he, the grand mafter, 
lamented from the bottom of his heart the brave 
men abandoned in fort Saint Helme j but fuchr 
was the misfortune of war, that it was often ne- 
cefiary to facrifice fome members to fave the 
body. All the council fubmitted, and Valette 
wrote to the knights remaining in the fort, that, 
when they Ihut themfelves up ^there, they knew 
that the fafety. of Malta, and perhaps the Order 
of Saint John* depended on the time more or lefs 
that they might be able to defend that place i 
that they lhould remember the vow which they 
had made to facrifice their life for the Order; 
that as many men lhould be fent them as the 

fmallnefs 
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fmallnefs of the fort could contain. On the 
reading of this letter, fome knights, among 
others the bailiff of Negropont and commander 
Broglio, made courageoufly the facrifice of their 
life, by repeating aloud one after another the 
words of their vow j but the greateft number 
thought the grand matter's anfwer exceedingly 
hard. They faid it was ftrange that people, who 
did not (hare the danger, fhould facrifice their 
brethren in cold blood and unneceffarily; that if 
it were requifite for them to fhed their blood for 
the Order, they fhould flied it more ufefully in 
the other forts, which they might hope to defend i 
that then they fhould prolong the time with much 
more certainty but they could not fee why peo¬ 
ple fhould be condemned to an inevitable death, 
who, it was true, had vowed to facrifice them- 
felves for the intereft of the Order, but not for 
the caprice of the commanders. 

As the batteries fired with more fury than ever, 
and it was neceffary to defend the bleaches con- 
ftantly, every moment the cannon deftroyed fol- 
diers or knights. The murmuring increafed: 
fifty-three knights figned a letter to the grand 
matter, which contained in fubftance, that, for 
the laft time, they folicited his permiffion to re- 
. tire to the Burgh, and to fave the precious re¬ 
mains of a garrifon which had performed prodi¬ 
gies ; that, if he did not fend them barks the 
following night, they would Tally out and fell 

their 
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their lives as dear as they could, rather than re- 

* Heg. 972- 

main to be buried under the ruins, or referved 'v—* 
for thofe hideous tortures which the ingenious 
cruelty of the Turks never failed of inventing, 

Valette was exceedingly hurt on reading this 
letter. In order to gain time, he fent three com- 
millioners: commander Medina, aSpaniardj com¬ 
mander Caftriot, an Italian, defcended from the 
famous Scanderbeg? and chevalier Laroche, a Bri¬ 
ton. They were ordered to examine the fort, and 
to endeavour to prevail on the knights to defend 
it, at leaft ’till the arrival of the fuccours from 
Sicily. The knight^ made no reply to the ex¬ 
hortations, prayers, and even flattery of the com- 
miifloners, ’till thefe laft had vifited the fortrefs. 

After they had fhewn them that the half moon, 
in the pofieflion of the Turks, commanded the 
parapet by the additions which they had made to 
its height ; that the breaches laid open all the 
body of the place ; that there was no more earth 
to make fhouldering-pieces with; and that the 
platforms on which the batteries were placed 
were all broken'; commander Medina and che¬ 
valier Laroche highly praifed their gallant de¬ 
fence, and conjured thefe brave men to hold out 
feme days longer, to give the Sicilian fuccours 
time to arrive. The knights attempted to con¬ 
vince them of its impofiibility, when commander 
Caftriot cried, that the place was not without 
refources, and that he would be anfwerable. for 

it. 
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•its holding out a long time yet. The de¬ 
fenders of fort Saint Helme, irritated by this 
difcourfe, which feemed to tax them with igno¬ 
rance or cowardice, earneftly afked commander 
Caftriot, if he would ftaj with them, to teach 
them how to defend a place open on all fides, 
without troops or cannon. I would not be re- 
iponfible for it with you, replied Caftriot with 
ftill more vehemence, for you defpair; but if the 
grand mafter will give me docile troops, I will 
wait here for the Sicilian fuccours. The difpute 
grew fo warm, that the bailiff of Negropont was 
obliged to order the alarm to be founded, in 
order to draw each perfbn to his poft j for the 
knights, exafperated, wanted to prevent the com- 
miffioners from going back. The latter, on 
their return . to the. Burgh, declared to Valette, 
that they did not believe the fort in a fituation 
to ftand an affauk; but Caftriot, full of ardour 
and refentment, exclaimed, that, if they would 
give him foldiers who Ihould voluntarily offer 
themfelves, he would engage to defend it for 
feveral weeks yet. The grand mafter eagerly 
received this propofal; he offered money to all 
the foldiers who would follow Caftriot. As it 
was not known in the Burgh to what extremity 
the fort was reduced, Caftriot found more volun¬ 
teers than he wanted. Valette then replied to 
the letter of the fifty-three knights, that barks 
Ihould bring them in the beginning of the night 

a de- 



SOLYMAN I. 


93 


a detachment of brave fellows who would be an- J- c * *s 6 s- 

Heg. 971. 

fwerable to him for the fort ; that as for them, v—* 

they might return to the monaftery in the fame 
barks; that he even ordered them to repair thi¬ 
ther, as they would be more in fafety, and he, the 
grand mafter, would be more at eafe, when he 
ihould know, that a place of fuch importance, as 
fort Saint Helme, was defended by foldiers who 
were not afraid. On the reading of this letter, 
the knights threw themfelves at the feet of the 
bailiff of Negropont, to obtain Valette’s permif- 
fion to continue in the place, and that Caftriot 
might not enter there. The bailiff fent a fwim- 
mer to inform the grand mafter of this repen¬ 
tance, which, in fa£t, he had expe&ed. Valette 
at firft refufed what he feemed to grant afterward 
wjth difficulty on the teftimony of the repentance 
of fifty-three knights. At length he fent them 
fixty men only, who voluntarily offered their 
fervices, commanded by this fame chevalier John 
Lacerda who in the commencement had behaved 
fhily, and who, from the bottom of his prifon, 
daily conjured the grand mafter to permit him 
to repair his honor.* The greateft defeft in 
fprt Saint Helme was its being able to contain 
but very few troops, and prefenting fo fnjall a 
fpace to the enemy, that the batteries, driving 
vol. n. N conftantly 

• Chevalier John Lacerda, after having for a long time in the fequel 
fought death every where, was killed hravelj fighting in the breach. 

Trtnfiator. 
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on the fame,place, pulverifed the wall* 
and killed all thofe. that appeared openly ■, but 
circumftances had fa increafcd the courage of 
the befieged# that their efforts pehetrated with 
admiration all , their comrades, who, from the 
neighbouring pofts, faw the Itrongeft refiftance 
made without being able to give them any other 
afliftance, than the batteries which fired continu-' 
ally from the caftle of Saint Angelo, from the ille 
of Lafangle, and from the Burgh, on the camp in 
front of the befieged place. Npceffity rendered 
thofe induftrious who, a few days before, were 
Te/encc? full of defpair. They had in the fort a great 
number of calks which had contained ammuni¬ 
tion : they conceived the defign of daubing over 
the hoops of thefe calks with boiling oil: they 
then covered them with wool foaked in brandy 
mixed with faltpetre and bruifed gunpowder. 
This preparation being dropped along thefe 
hoops and dried three times, when the j an Maries 
mounted to the affault, the befieged threw with 
tongs thefe circles all inflamed on the troop en¬ 
deavouring to climb up. One would take two, 
fometimes three men, fee their clothes on fire, 
and oblige them to throw themfelves into the fea, 
making terrible cries. This invention retarded 
for feveral days the taking of the fort. No fuc- 
cours from Sicily were arrived. Dragut, always 
attentive to an attack which would procure him 
the entrance of a port, grieved to think that a 

handfu| 
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handful of foldiers (houlcj retain a numerous army 
before a caftle which was neither large nor well * 
fortified- As he meditated to cut off the com¬ 
munication between the Burgh and fort Saint 
Helme, which was kept Up by the Grand Port, 
he caufed this port to be blocked up by eighty 
galleys, which began to cannonade the fort on 
the fea fide, that is to fay, on the part where it 
was impregnable. But Dragut flattered himfelf 
that the pafiage from the Burgh to the fort would 
be expofed to his artillery. He caufed like wife 
another battery to be erected with his largeffc 
cannon on a hill from which all the fortifications 
of the ifland could be diftinguilhed. Thefe pre¬ 
cautions cut off all communication between the 
Burgh and the gates of the fort, as the cannon 
grazed all the port if a Angle bark did but ap¬ 
pear there. From that moment there were no 
fuccours to be hoped for by the fort. But Dra- Dragut Is 
gut having raifed part of his body above the in- k ‘ Ued ' 
trenchments in order to give his orders the bet¬ 
ter, a mufquet ball, which- ftruck him in the 
fcull, brought him to the ground in prefence of 
the two armies. They carried him to his tent, 
where he furvived a few days. 

Meanwhile, the knights at every inftant per¬ 
formed prodigies of valour, and their number as 
rapidly diminiihed. At length, the 24th of June, 
after having the trenches open a whole month, the 
Turks, to whom the fiege of this little fort cofi: 

vol. 11. N 2 more 
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j.c. ij6 S . more than n i ne thoufand men, refolved to take, at 

Heg. 972. 

*—vw any rate, the fixty men that yet remained there. 
This laft afiault was likewife defended as well as 
it could be by a troop too inferior in number, 
feveral of whom were already grievoufly wounded. 
Some of them, not being able to ftand, caufed 
themfelves to be carried to the breach in chairs s 
and feizing with both hands their fwords which 
they were unable to hold with one, they excited 
the janiffaries to kill them, by attacking the 
janiffaries firft. In fhort, there was not one left 
of all thofe who had devoted themfelves to the 
defence of this place. Thirteen hundred men 
periftied there, among whom were a hundred and 
thirty knights and fervants at arms. Several, as 
we have feen, loft their lives for an inftant of 
weaknefs, which many people would term only 
prudence. 

Fort St. The Turks, having reached the caftle, exer- 
taken* ‘ cifed every cruelty that circumftances permit- 
wttrfthe ted them. For having found fome knights 
pwt * who had yet fome figns of life} in derifion of the 
crofs which they bore, they made on their fto- 
machs a crufial incifion, nailed them by the four 
members on planks, and then threw them into 
the fea, hoping that the flood would carry them 
fo the lhore near the Burgh, which was really the 
cafe. This fight grieved the grand matter to the 
heart, and enraged him fo much, that he inftantly 
ordered, by way of retaliation, all the Mufiulman 

(laves 
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Haves that were in the ifland to be beheaded j and, J; c * 

Heg. 973. 

then charging the cannon with their heads, he fent v—» 

them thundering to thefe barbarians. Muftapha 
haftened to inform Dragut of the taking of the 
caftle of fort Saint Helme, for which he was par¬ 
ticularly indebted to the advice which that gene¬ 
ral had given him, to cut off the communication 
between the Burgh and the fort. Dragut was at 
the point of death when he received thefe news ; 
he teftified his joy at it, as he expired, by expref- 
five figns, for he was then fpeechlefs. As foon. 
as the Turks had entered the fort, they undid the 
chair! which fhut Marfamuffet port, and the whole 
fleet entered in triumph to the found of the artil¬ 
lery and all the inftruments of mufic. The ba- 
Ihaw fent a Have to propofe an honorable capi¬ 
tulation to the knights j but they anfwered by 
menacing to hang the envoy. 

Muftapha, mafter of the port, refolved to at¬ 
tack at the fame time the Burgh and the ifle of 
Lafangle: as to the caftle of St. Angelo, it being 
covered by the Burgh on the land fide, the Turk 
had it battered from the peninfula on which fore 
St. Helme was fituated. The taking of this 
fort, though it had coft fo many men, raifed the 
courage of the janiffaries and fpahis. The latter 
had foon erefted their batteries j and the three 
polls were battered in breach at the fame time. 
Meanwhile, the knights, more animated than 
ever, thought only of reyenging the death of 

their 
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> 5 « 5 - their brethren ,* fcarcely flattering themfelves any 
longer with fuccours from Sicily, they faw no 
other refource than in their own valour. They 
agreed neither to give nor receive any more quar¬ 
ter. This fort of wkr appeared to them lefs 
difadvantageous than the profpeft of flavery, 
treachery, and perhaps tortures, to which fame 
of them had been put. They had provilions 
enough yet left to fcrve them a long time. Tho' 
winter was very diftant, the grand mailer, who 
had feen a trifling fort withftand for a month 
entire the whole Ottoman army, hoped, that in 
the places better fortified, he fhould gain the 
feafon when the Turks would be obliged to give! 
up their enterprife. Whilft he was exhorting his 
brave brethren to no longer rely on any afiillance 
from abroad, they fuddenly faw four Sicilian 
galleys enter one of the creeks, for the ports 
which the Turks were not mailers of, were 
blocked up by their fleet. Thefe vefiels had on 
board a Spanilh regiment and two hundred 
knights, arrived in Sicily fince the commence¬ 
ment of the fiege of Malta. This feeble fuccour 
feemed to announce, that they ought not to ex- 
pedt a mdre conliderable one, though the viceroy 
of Sicily fent word, that his whole fleet would 
immediately put to fea. The knights received 
with .joy thofe who came to lhare with them fuch 
perilous fituations. And indeed the Turks did 
not Hick to the ordinary manner of attacking 
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places; they would fain take the ifie or peninfula]^' 
of Lafangle by the fide next the fea. It was im- v — 
poflible to get there by the Grand Port, becaufe 
they muft have palled under the cannon of the 
caftle of Saint Angelo. Muftapha undertook, as 
had been praftifed at the fiege of Conftantinopie, 
to convey from Marfamuflet port fome barks 
over the neck of land which feparated it from 
the Grand Port, by means of cables, engines, and 
ftrength of arms. This enterprife fliould have 
apparently been traverfed by the batteries of 
the caftle of St. Angelo and the ifie of Lafangle, 
which fwept continually the Grand Port; but 
Muftapha did not value human blood, provided 
he could fucceed in his defigns. Luckily, Valette 
was warned of it in time by a renegade whofe 
ftings of -confcience had forced him to quit the 
Ottoman army to go and do penance at Malta* 

It was neceflfary to confider how to repulfe this 
attack before it were begun. By favor of the darkr 
nefs of the night, the grand mafter employed all 
his pioneers in forming a kind of palifade, with 
flakes driven in the water around the ifie of 
Lafangle. Though they could not place them 
very near, one another, an iron chain, paffed 
through a ring fixed to the top of each flake, and 
yards of vefiels, nailed acrofs, rendered ^this bar¬ 
rier impenetrable by barks. This work, to which 
the citizens, foldiers, and even knights affifted, 
was complete*d in nine nights; it aftonifhed 

Muftapha, 
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; Muftapha, without making him change his de- 
fign. Some Turks who could fwim, having 
nothing about their body but a girdle, to which 
hung a hatchet, earneftly endeavoured to cut the 
yards, and fix cables to this palifade which they 
propofed to tear up by means of capftans placed 
on the Ihore. Some Maltefe foldiers, fwimmers 
likewife, threw themfelves into the fea, with their 
fwords between their teeth, to oppofe thefe 
Turks. A bloody combat enfued in the water 
between thefe men who fwam with three limbs, 
and, with hatchets or fwords, mangled each 
others’ naked bodies. The cables placed by the 
Turks were immediately cut. The neceffity they 
were in of avoiding the blows of the Maltefe 
prevented their doing the fame by the yards: 
in confequence, the palifade remained unhurt, 
whilft on the other fide of the port they were pre¬ 
paring barks which the cannon from the Burgh 
damaged before they were equipped with mafts 
and ropes. 

Meanwhile, Azan, dey of Algiers, ion of the 
famous Barbarofia, and fon-in-law of Dragut, 
brought a reinforcement of two thoufand five 
hundred men to the Turkiih army. On feeing 
the cattle of Saint Helme, he exprefled great 
attonittiment that fo fmall a fort fhould have ttood 
a month againft a numerous army. He blamed 
Muftapha, with the inconfideratenefs of a pre- 
fumptuous youth, for not having yet caufed any 
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dflault to be attempted, though the fortifications *565- 
were injured, and he boafted that he would pre- * 
fently carry the fort Saint Michael, which was 
the citadel of the file of Lafangle, if they would 
intruft him with that attacks Muftapha, Who 
wifhed to humble this prefumption, and to em¬ 
ploy the foreign troops in the moft dangerous 
operations, permitted Azan to undertake the af- 
fault, promifed to fuftain him, and gave him all 
the barks fet afloat in the Grand Port with fo 
much difficulty. The dey of Algiers, refolved 
to attack by land and fea at the fame time. Attack of 
gave the command on the fea fide to Cadcfiifla 
his lieutenant, one of Barbaroffa’s old foldiers, 
in whom the prince had great confidence. 

This lieutenant engaged to break the palifade> 
whilft his matter fhould mount to the breach of 
the fort. Four thoufand men, Algerines or ja- 
nifiaries, were embarked in thefe barks, which 
were preceded by one longer than the others, 
filled with imans and dervifles, fome imploring 
by their finging and prayers the fuccour of Hea¬ 
ven, whilft the others, reading paffages from the 
Alcoran, curfed the Chriftian army with diftor- 
tions and piercing cries. This ridiculous cere¬ 
mony over, they had recourfe to more formidable 
arms. The Turks advanced m their barks to 
the palifade, without being able to break it, as 
they had flattered themfelves; neither could they 
Conttruft a bridge of wood from this palifade to 
▼ol.ii. O the 
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^ ore » not having planks fufficiently long to 
v—» reach it. Whilft they were vainly attempting 
thefe different operations, the artillery from the 
cattles fired from all fides with fo much fury and 
luccefs, that feveral barks, funk, warned the 
others to keep off. Cadaliffa foon rallied them} 
and perceiving that the palifade did not reach 
quite to the extremity of the point called the 
fpur of the ifle of Lafangle, he directed his courfe 
thither, not delpairing of landing there. As 
he was near the fhore, two batteries of fix. 
cannons each, mounted fo low as to graze 
the fea, fired together and funk feveral barks. 
The Algerine general landed with thofe he had 
left, whilft the Maltefe recharged. As thefe 
foldiers, whom they fingled out from the top of 
the rampart, and who at every inftant faw their 
comrades fall by their fides, began to give 
ground, Cadaliffa had the barks withdrawn in 
order to force his men to conquer, by taking 
from them the hope of fleeing. Being arrived- 
at the foot of the curtain* he and his Algerines, 
who were at the head of the attack,, were expofed, 
almoft clofe to the cannon’s mouth*, to the fire 
of four cannons charged with old nails, chains* 
bullets, and fuch 'other inftruments of death, 
which, in an inftant, overthrew feveral ranks. 
Notwithftanding all. thefe impediments, holding 
the fword in one hand, they planted their ladders 
with the other, and mounted with incredible 
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fury. The refinance of the knights was not'lefs; £ c * * 5 6 s* 
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in fpite of their valour, feven .Turkilh v — 
ftandards were prefently planted on the top of the 
curtain. This extremity made the Maltefeper- nintform 
form prodigies. Whilft commander Guimeran, 
to whom this poft was intrufted, was exhorting repulfed ' 
his brethren to fuffer death fooner than permit 
the Turks to enter, they heard all of a fudden a 
great cry. The Algerines and janiflaries turn¬ 
ed their faces towards a frefh fuccour which 
the grand matter had fent. Commander Giou, 
and the knights Medina, Ruis, and Quincy, had 
broughttwo thoufand five hundred men from the 
Burgh. The Turks then finding themfelves 
between two fires, the diforder and confufion obli¬ 
ged them to relinquifh their defign. Cadalifia 
always the firft, recalled the barks, which neither 
came foon enough nor in a number fufficiently 
large to fatisfy his impatience. Several Turks, 
without being able to fwim,threw themfelves into 
the fea; others, begging quarter, embraced the 
knees of the Maltefe but all the knights and fol- 
diers, faithful to thepromife which they had made, 
gave thefe miferable wretches what they called 
the peace of Saint Helme, that is, they mafiacred 
them at their feet in retaliation of all the befieg- 
ed’s having perifhed in the defence of that fort. 

The attack of the dey of Algiers was every whit 
as unfortunate and bloody. Notwithftanding 
the blood which thefe aftions coft the Turks, 
vol. u. O2 Muftapha 
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£c* >5 6 5- Mufl&oha felt a fecret pleafure at feeing the prid# 
0 f this pre&mptUQU$ ally humbled, who had ac- 
cufed him of flownefs. Moreover, the Order had 
loft more than forty of itg braveft knights and 
more than three hundred foldiers. 

Another occafion foqn prefented itfelf for Ihed-r 
djng blood. Muftapha undertook to conftruft a 
bridge with mafts and yards to the foot of the 
wall of fort Saint Michael, like that which he had 
caufed to be conftrudted for the attack of fort 
Saint Helme. The object of this work was, to 
raife the foldiers from the ground, and confe- 
quently to facilitate the affault. As it might 
become very'fatal, the grand matter had it at¬ 
tacked by his brother’s fon, chevalier Valette, 
and by chevalier Polaftron his friend, who would 
fain Ihare the glory and danger of this expedition, 
Th&y propofed to tie cables, and ropes to the 
pieces of wood which fuftained the bridge; then 
to have it pulled with violence, in order |to Ihake 
and deftroy the edifice, whilft a party of their de? 
fachment fljould keep the janiflaries at bay. 
This work, which could not be executed but in 
open day, neteffarily proved very bloody. Va¬ 
lette and Polaftron were foon killed. As there 
was a price fet on the life of all the knights, the 
Turks prepared to carry off the bodies of thefe 
-two friends; but the Chriftian foldiers would ra- 
"thei be killed themfelves on their dead bodies^ 
than return without them. This new combat 

wa$. 
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was more bloody than the firftj at length, after '5® 5* 
a moft furious engagement of half an hour, the * --v—» 
Chrifti.ans brought back to the grand matter the 
bodies of his nephew and his friend, without 
having been able to injure.the bridge .which had 
been the obje& of their fally. Valette, though 
greatly moved at this fpe&acle, meditated rather 
to revenge than to bewail their death. Having 
been himfelf to take a view of the bridge, he or* 
dered a fmall opening to be made in the wall of 
the fort, diredtly oppofite and on a level with it, 

A Angle cannon, placed at this opening, prefently 
beat down all the work j and, without lofs of 
time, they fet it on Are. In fine, nothing could 
be compared to the efforts of both parties for five 
fuccefiive months. Every thing that art can in* 
yent in war j every thing that rcfolution, fury, 
and even ralhnefs, execute often without having 
been thought poffible, was made ufe of in this 
fiege. Hope and courage increafed by degrees. 

At firft, only thofe Maltefe, who had enrolled 
themfelves ynder the ftandard of the Order for 
the fake of pay, engaged in the conflict; but 
afterward, all the young men in a fttuation to 
Carry arms, would fain ftare the dangers which 
infpired them with admiration. The married' 
men contributed likewife to tfie defence of their 
homes, and difputed the honor of replacing thofe 
who had died for the glory of the Order and the 
prefervation pf their country. At laft, the old 

. tjfien 
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«—' pie of thofe who were moll dear to them, and 
Alarmed for their own danger, came on the ram¬ 
parts to throw down llone6 and boiling oil j 
fometimes they would roll on the aflailants large 
pieces of rocks which they would have been 
unable to move in any other circumftance. Pa¬ 
ternal and filial love, pudicity, the hatred of 
Mahometanifm, and the fear of flavery or infamy, 
furnilhed this timid troop with arms, and taught 
them to contemn death. The Turks did not 
(hew lefs bravery or lef6 indullry. Muftapha, 
Piali, and the dey.bf Algiers, had divided be¬ 
tween them the command of the three attacks on 
fort Saint Michael and the Burgh. The emula¬ 
tion and lhame of not being able to reduce a 
handful of foldiers made them perform prodigies. 
Every day they invented new machines and caufed 
them to be made ufe of. Sometimes they threw 
barrels on the ramparts, which fcattered a Ihower 
of old nails, chains, and broken potlherds; at 
other times, by means of rollers and capftans, 
they conveyed to the feet of the breaches wooden 
towers, the tops of which, commanding the 
fortifications, were covered with arquebufiers 
and janiflaries who threw grenades on the ram¬ 
parts. The befieged often found means to turn 
thefe infernal machines againft their inventors. 
Their cannon, charged with iron chains, being 
directed againft the wooden towers, the chains 

took 
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took them in the middle, and overturned thefe J- C<, s 6 s* 
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fatal edifices, which deftroyed in their fall all v -—v— 
thofe that had had the courage to mount on them. 

The barrels, which, in burfting, were to fpread 
death on the ramparts where they had been 
thrown, were fent back on the aflailants before they 
had produced their effeft. The ladders were bro¬ 
ken in pieces under the janifiaries; andthelimbsof 
thefe miferable wretches, fcattered here and there, 
formed a fpeftacle as hideous as terrible. Muf- 
tapha not only loft a great number of men around 
thefe forts, but he had before him the proipedt of 
foon being unable to nouriih the troops that he 
had left. He believed Malta defended by a . 
much greater number of foldiers than it was in 
reality, becaufe the ramparts were always manned, 
and, notwithftanding the blood fhed every day, 
the combatants feemed to ipring up from their 
allies. The commiflaries of the ftores gave no¬ 
tice, that a vefiel, loaded with wheat, from the 
ifle of Gerbes, was taken by the Sicilian galleys, 
and that there was at the moil in the camp flour 
enough for twenty-five days only. .The artil¬ 
lery gave notice at the fame time that they were 
on the brink of wanting ammunition. At thefe 
news, Muftapha and Piali, convinced that they 
Ihould be foon obliged to raife the fiege, trem¬ 
bled left the fultan ihould attribute this bad fuc- 
cefs to them alone and demand of them an ac¬ 
count of the half of his army loft before places 

which 
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v—> diers. And indeed Solyman, accuftomed W 
vanquifh, and who ardently defired to deftroy 
what he called a haunt of pirates, could not but 
impatiently learn, that forty thoufand janiffaries 
Or fpahis, reduced tofixteen thoufand, had quitted 
this rock where fo much blood had been fpilt,- 
without leaving any other proofs of valour behind! 
them than the Ioffes which they had fuftained 
fcvt- there. In order to prefent at leaft fome trophies 
«t»cks,the to their mafter, they refolved to abandon theftf 
bandon the forts, which, though open on all fides, appeared 
Ar«°fort 3 e to them impregnable, and to turn their remaining 
to theclty- forces againft the City-notable, the capital of the 
aoubie. j(j an( j j but the poll: the worft fortified and the 
leaft important of ail, as it was fix miles from the 
fea. Muftapha and Piali hoped to carry this 
town prefently, and boaft to their redoubtable 
Sovereign of having taken the capital of the ifland* 
Mafquita, a Portuguefe knight, commanded 
in the Cjty-notable. During the fiege of the 
other forts, he had employed his garrifon in con- 
tinually attacking the Turks in the rear wbilft they 
were mounting to the affault. He did not fhew 
lefs valour when his poft was befieged. As we 
have already remarked,all the inhabitants were be¬ 
come foldiers. The Turks, who faw all thefe ram¬ 
parts lined with men, were unable to recover 
from their aftonilhment, at meeting throughout 
fuch numerous garrifons. The knights perceived 

that? 
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that the Turks gave ground, by their abandoning 
the attack of the maritime forts to befiege a place 
that could be of no ufe to them, and which they 
would never be able to retain. The Maltefe 
redoubled their efforts and courage. As the be- 
fiegers found a little more earth around the City- 
notable than they had near the fea, they un¬ 
dertook to dig mines, which were prefently 
countermined; but in the midft of thefe works, 
equally perilous and bloody with thofe around 
the Burgh and the caftles of Saint Helme, 

Saint Michael, and Saint Angelo, an unexpe&ed 
event determined the chiefs to abandon the 
whole. 

The Sicilian fleet, which was no longer looked Thesu;- 
for, on account of its having been too long esc* 
peflted, fuddenly appeared in fight of the ifland. - the lfland ‘ 
The knights, after having feen it very near, again 
thought once more that they fhould be deprived 
of its afliftance. The viceroy of Sicily, whom 
the clamours of two hundred knights arrived at 
Meflina from all parts of Chriftendom, and ftill 
more the orders of Philip II. had at length forced 
to put to fea, feemed neverthelefs to feek a 
pretext for depriving the Maltefe of the fuccour 
which he ought not to refufe them. All the ports 
of the ifland were ftill blocked up by the Otto¬ 
man fleeft. Don Garcia (that was the name of 
the viceroy) pretended to have an exprefs order 
from Philip II. not to engage ; he coafted along 

vox,. 11. P the 
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i.c.1565. t jj e ifiand to feek, as he faid, a bay in which he 
^ could land. Several ihallops were difpatched to 
After * ^ him, to point out the mod favorable onesj but 
of irrefo- he always feigned to doubt; when at laft, a tem- 
viceroy of peft having feparated all his galleys, he was 
u'ndbffereB obliged to ftand towards cape PaiTaro in Sicily, 
ran w Dd where the whole reunited. It was then thought 
“ f - that Malta could never expeft fuccours, and that, 
if it were to be faved, it could only be by the 
valour of its knights, and by the fcarcity of pro- 
vifions experienced by the Turks. The viceroy’s 
bad intentions were evident. He held a council, 
hoping that all thofe who were under him would 
read in his eyes that he wifhed to return to Mef- 
fina, and that they would make the tempeft and 
the little fafety in the bays of the ifle of Malta a 
pretext to fuppor-t this opinion. But the two 
hundred knights who were on board the galleys, 
and all the fubalterns and foldiers who compofed 
thefe fuccours, exclaimed with fo much heat that 
it could not be the intereft of Philip II. to betray 
the Order of St. John, fo ufeful to Sicily and all 
Chriftendom j that the rock of Malta was a moft 
impenetrable bulwark for all the coafts of Italy; 
in Ihort, the commotion was fo general, that the 
viceroy, who perceived, by the liberty with which 
they fpoke to him, that he was on the point of 
lofing his authority, confented to put to fea; and 
liretching immediately towards this ifland which 
for four months he had refufed to fuccour, he 

entered, 
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entered, on the 17th of September, the bay or 
creek of Melecha, one of thofe which had been -*—* 

pointed out to him, without the Turks’ taking 
any fteps to hinder him. Seven thoufand re¬ 
gular troops landed with a great deal of ammu¬ 
nition and provifions, even with arms for the 
peafants and citizens, if they were in want of 
them. This was all the fuccour j beeaufe, during 
the irrefojution, or rather flownefs, affefted by 
the viceroy, two thoufand men had deferted. 

P011 Garcia debarked to review his troops; when, 
after having commanded them to march towards 
the Cjty-notable under their particular chiefs, 
who were all to obey the grand mailer, he re¬ 
embarked, and fet fail for Sicily, according to the 
exprefs orders which he pretended to have re¬ 
ceived from Philip II. 

The Sicilian army encamped near the place 
where they had landed, in order to give the grand 
mailer time to prepare quarters for them. The 
Turkiih generals, who had always thought the 
Sicilian fleet would engage theirs, and who, on 
that account, had d'fpofed their galleys in fuch 
manner as to exa&ly block up the two ports, 
learned with the greateft furprife that the 
Sicilians had debarked all their forces on the 
oppofite fide. Terror and confufion foon took 
, pofleffion of their fouls. Without knowing 
what this fuccour might be, they haftened. the 
re-embarcation of all their troops; they a- 

vol, 11. P 2 bandoned 
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j.c.i 5 6 j. bandoned even their heavy artillery, prepar* 
ing to flee rather than retire. But Muftapha 
-ftf 5 was hardly at Tea, when he was informed by a 
rtl£ht ’ fugitive flave from the Burgh, that this army* 
from which fixteen thoufand men fled with fo 
much' precipitation, was compofed at molt 
but of feven thoufand men, who did not agree 
together; that it was npt yet entered into the 
forts ; that this quantity of foldiers which he had 
perceived on the ramparts of the City-notable, 
was but a crowd of citizens without difcipline,' 
and almoft without arms 5 that at the time when 
he raifed the fiege, the knights themfelves were , 
reduced to extremity, and wanted ammuni* 
tion in all the forts. Muftapha was begin* 
ning to repent of a retreat fo unbecoming and 
badly determined, when he perceived the colours 
of the Order of St. John floating on the parapets 
of fort St. Helme, into which the knights were 
re-entered in triumph : he heard the acclamations 
of joy and the noife of the workmen, who Were 
filling up the trenches and deftroying his works. 
The whole night was paded by the Turks in the 
greateft perplexity, and in the greateft joy by the 
Chriftians. The Turkilh general aflfembled the 
council at break of day on board his galley. 
They re- Dreading the reception which attended him at 
M™ta°and Conftantinople, he propofe^ to the chiefs to 
fe'wnd 3 debark again, and try once more the fortune of 
v®'. war againft troops whofe Weaknefs he had never 

known 



S O L Y M A N I , 113, 

known fo well as fince he had given way to them. ^ 
The dey of Algiers ftrongly fupported this advice ; '—<—' 
and though Piali oppofed it, as likewife feveral 
other chiefs, the difembarking was determined 
on, and executed in the creek of Saint Paul; for 
the Turks being no longer matters of fort Saint 
Helme, were unable to re-enter Marfamuffet 
port. - 

The Ottoman troops were difcouraged. Thefe 
janiffaries and fpahis fo intrepid could not be 
prevailed on to land but by force of ftripes. 

They believed Malta abfolutely impregnable, 
and faw with the greateft concern, that, after 
having abandoned pofts which had coft them fo 
much blood, they mutt yet fhed more to recover 
them. The grand matter, who faw all from the 
top of the platforms, fent to inform the Sicilian 
army, that the Turks were debarking. The 
commanders bf the different corps held a council 
among themfelves j fome were for waiting for the 
enemy, fuperior in number, in the advantageous 
poft which they occupied; others, more generous, 
exclaimed, that being come for the foie purpofe 
of fuccouring Malta, they ought to march to the 
enemy, in Order to hinder them from entering on 
a new fiege, iUmoft all the commanders and 
knights had brought volunteers and foldiers with 
them j and as they formed together the moft for¬ 
midable battalion of this little army, they declared, 

Chat, if the Sicilians refufed to follow them, they 

would 
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»—v—» through the enemy, in order to enter the place 
The sid- which ffiould be befieged. The ardour of, the 

11 an army 0 

beats and braveft animated all the others. Thefe troops, 

purfocs ■* 

them to, though divided at'firft, marched in concert, and 
fti». brilkly attacked the Turks, whom the hatred of 
the chiefs and the difcouragement rendered im¬ 
moveable, and who would rather fuffer themfelves 
to be beaten by their officers, than attack the 
enemy with their fwords. At length the 
defeat was complete: the Turks, after their 
firft difcharge made at random, fled towards the 
fhore in fuch numbers, that their general was 
conftrained to follow them. In a very fhort time 
the Sicilians made a horrible daughter; they 
purfued them home to their galleys, entering 
into the water in arms to attack thofe who were 
confufedly crowding to embark. 

Solyman, at the news of the railing of the fiege 
and at the lofs of more than two thirds of .his* 
army, threw with indignation on the ground the 
letter which informed him of all thefe difafters, 
exclaiming, that the Ottoman arms were never 
fortunate but when, he commanded them himfelf. 
In his rage he would undoubtedly have had 
Muftapha and Piali put to death; but having 
had time to cool before their arrival, he thought 
it more prudent to feign. It was given out 
by his order at Conftantinople, that the Ot-. 
toman army had fo ruined the ifle of Malta 

that 
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that it was quite uninhabitable, and that the 
generals would not leave a garrifon on this un- »—v —j 
cultivated and defolated rock, where the foldiers 
would only have been expofed to the inclemency 
of the air and the horrors of famine. Thus 
the fultan’s policy faved thofe chiefs whom his of¬ 
fended pride feemed to condemn. It was true 
that the Turks had left the ifle of Malta in a 
moft miferable ftate, and had killed a grfeat many 
people. But thefe brave knights, furrounded by 
the ruins of their bAftions and the dead bodies of 
their brethren, tailed the pleafing fatisfa&ion of 
feeing their enemies flee full fail, and enjoyed a 
viflory glorious in proportion to the expence of 
its accomplilhment. 

Solyman’s policy would likewife have his fleet The fleet 
enter the port of Conftantinople in triumph, to the port of 
found of clarions and trumpets, the firing of the nople in, 
batteries of the fort, and of the fmall arms of all the 
troops in the city. But not one trophy announced ijuifcedl 
the pretended vi&ory: the barbarity of the Turks 
had not permitted them to refervp a Angle Have. 

Some heads of the principal knights, carefully 
preferved and.expofed on the ends of pikes, an¬ 
nounced rather the cruelty than the. valour of the 
Muflulmen. The people did not fvvaliow the 
illufion held out to them ; notwithftanding the 
boafts of vi&ory, the fmall number of janiflaries, 
which landed from the veflels, covered with 
wounds or weighed down with fatigue, deplora¬ 
ble 
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v—* army, the certainty of Malta’s not being reduced, 
the care even which the fultan took to conceal 
himfelf from the public, fufficiently declared 
what they ought to think of all thefe advantages 
fo felfely and pompoufly recited to them. 

Severity of The feverity of Solyman was a new proof of 
Soiyman. ^ j 0 fl* es since this prince had been free from 

the government of women, the mufti had gotten 
poffeflion of his confidence. He was unceafingly 
repeating to him, that the crimes of the people 
which he had fuffered too long were the foje caufe 
of the ill fuccefs of his arms. In confequence, 
the fultan ordered a thundering edift to be pub- 
lilhed againft the drinkers of wine, and ftill more 
terrible againft thofe who Ihould dare fell it j an¬ 
other againft thofe who Ihould negleft to attend 
public prayers j and a third againft blafphdmers. 
He ordered that every omiflion Ihould be punifh- 
ed by a fine ; and all impiety, in the number of 
which the ufe of wine was the greateft, firft by a 
fevere baftinade, and laftly by death. His zeal, 
or rather natural inclination, infpired him like- 
wile with a defire to perfecute the Chriftians. 
Some MufFulmen believe that they not only 
ought to employ every mean to propagate Iflam- 
ifm, but even that they are not obliged to keep 
their word with Infidels. It is thus they term all 
thofe who are not Muffulmen j and this dogma, 
though reprobated by all who have an upright 

mind 



SOLYMAN I. 


“7 


mind and a juft heart. Has been greedily received *5®5- 
by fome princes who fought a pretext to fatisfy %—• 

their avidity. One of the ifles of the Archipela¬ 
go, called-Scio or Ohio, inhabited by Latin and 
Greek Chriftians, and governed by an ariftocracy 
under the protedion of the grand Seignior, to 
whom it was tributary, felt the effeds of his rage. 

This Hland, as fertile as Malta was barren, was 
inhabited only by hulbandmen and traders. In- 
ftead of citadels they had manufadures j the in¬ 
habitants ufed iron only in the cultivation of 
their fields and the manufadure of their filks; 
and they knew no other way of defending them- 
felves againft the Mufiulmen, than by giving 
them part of thofe riches which were the fruits 
of their lnduftiy. A great many Genoefe fami¬ 
lies were fettled in the ifle of Scio. Solyman 
feized on all thole that had any part in the go¬ 
vernment, and banilhed them to divers places in 
his dominions. He delivered the people to the TheFrench 
rapine of a balhaw, whom he eftablilhed in the protetts the 
ifland contrary to the faith of treaties. Dara- ofsclof* 8 
mont, the French ambaffador who had proteded 
the knights of Malta at the fiege of Tripoli, re¬ 
garding all the Chriftian inhabitants of thefe 
barbarous climates as countrymen, complained 
loudly of this injuftice to the grand vizier Muf- 
tapha. France, as we have already faid, is the 
almoft necelfary ally of Turkey. Daramont’s 
complaints were attended to; the exiles were 
vol. ii. re-eftab- 
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If' rereftablilhed in their country j and if the ftate 
g?* of this ifland did not become as free as it had 
been, its inhabitant* were at leaft eafcd of one 
part of the load which oppreffed them. 

The fultan indeed had reafons for keeping 
on good terms with France; for his uneafinefs 
and chagrin at not haring fucceeded at Malta, 
fixm incited him to attack the houfe of Auftria. 
Soiyman The occafion was natural. Stephen Zapoli, prince 
!°f Tranfylvania, whom Soiyman had. formerly 
Max'mi P f0te< ^ e dj implored his affiftance againjOt Majt- 
thTin°te king of Hungary, become emperor of 

Stephen ^ death of Ferdinand his father, 

zapoii. This prince refufed to give his lifter in marriage 
cefs of thin to £apoli, though the treaty concluded with 
Ferdinand exprefsly faid, that the prince of Tran¬ 
fylvania Ihould many the Auftrian princefs, as 
foon as fhe ffiould be marriageable. The fultap 
fent forces to the bafhaw of Buda, with orders 
to ravage Hungary, which he thought badly de¬ 
fended. This officer took indeed fome cattles ; 
but count Serin, who commanded for Maximilian 
in lower Hungary, obliged the Turks to raife the 
fiege of Sigeth after great lofs. Count Salm, 
another Auftrian commander, took the town of 
Vefperin by furprife, the garrifon of which the 
baffiaw had imprudently weakened. Several 
other places belonging to the Turks followed 
this example. Thefe misfortunes determined 
Soiyman to put himfelf pnee more at the head 

of 
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®f his janiflaries, though he was feventy-fix years JjC.isM. 
of age and loaded with infirmities, which his & 974-' 
licentious life had brought on him. Neither his 
courage nor ambition was abated: he ordered 
the beglerbeg of Alia to fend troops to Europe, 
and appointed the plains of Adrianople for 
the rendezvous of his army. The mufti pub- 
lifhed a fetfa, which granted thofe who' fhould 
march to this war the abfolution of all their fins. 
Numbers eagerly gave in their names ; and be- 
fides the janiflaries, boftangis, and fpahis, who, 
to the number of fifty thoufand, were to form the 
principal force of this army, more than a hundred 
thoufand timarians or afaps followed Solyman. 

The emperor wanted to bring his fon Selim to 
this war; but thaa: prince, accuftomed to the in¬ 
dolence and pleafures of his haram, feared fatigue. 

He refufed to follow his father; and not hav¬ 
ing taken care to difiemble the reafons of his 
refufal, Solyman thought them io difgraceful 
that he would not believe them. This prince, 
too much accuftohfed to miftfUft his children, 
believed or feigned to believe that Selim was 
tired of feeing his father live fo long. Solyman 
would rather fufpedt his fon of rebellion than 
cowardice : he deferred for feme time his depar¬ 
ture for Hungary, carefully watching the actions 
of a prince not worth the pains taken about him. 

At length when the profound indolence, the in¬ 
capacity even of Selim, had removed his father’s 
vol. 11. fears. 
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'vri ^ ears > kft Conftantinople at the head of the 
^ 97 * janiftaries and boftangis of his guard, to join at 
Soiyman Adrianoplc the Afiatic troops which were gone 


takesthe thither, 

fjrla him- 

jeif at the Solyman 

head of a 

numerous armament. 


Solyman affe&ed great magnificence in this 
armament. His departure from Conftantinople 
was more like a triumph than the march of. 
an army. Gold fparkled.on the arms of all the 
officers; the beauty of the horfes, the richnefs 
of their trappings, and the fplehdor which raifed 
to envy all thofe that wiffied to pleafe the em¬ 
peror, feemed to elevate the courage of the 
Turks whilft it humbled their enemies. Amidft 


all this pomp, the fultan appeared fo pale and lean, 
that the people prefaged they ffiould never fee 
him again in the capital of his empire. The 
grand feignior joined the Afiatic troops at A- 
drianople, where tihey were juft arrived j he 
marched at their head towards Buda, where he 
was to meet thofe of Europe. The prince of 
Tranfylvania, the caufe or rather pretext, of the 
war, came to Buda at the head of a thoufand 
chofen horfe, to pay homage to his protedlor and 
carry him ‘rich prefents. The emperor of the 
Turks received Stephen Z^poli on his throne, 
with the haughtinefs of 4 Mahometan monarch, 
who would not lofe the opportunity of humbling 
a Chrtftian prince obliged to implore his fucr 
cour. Solyman not having the fame reafons for 
concealing the faults of the balhavr of Bucja, as 

h? 
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he had fancied he had for not punifhing the 
nerals who had raifed the fiege of Malta, the * 974 *^ 
unfortunate bafhaw was ftrangled almoft under 
the eyes of his matter. Immediately after this 
cruel proceeding, the emperor marched towards 
Belgrade ; and as he learned there that his adver- 
fary was obliged to affemble the diet of the wef- 
tern empire to obtain fuccours, he refolded to 
befiege Sigeth, hoping to carry that place before 
Maximilian could affemble forces fyfficient to 
defend it. 

Sigeth, fituated between two rivers, was di¬ 
vided into an upper and lower town, defended s!g«kf 
by good fortifications and a citadel faid to be 
very ftrong. There were but three thoufand 
regular troops Th the cattle and two towns. With 
this weak garrifon count Serin, who had thrown 
himfelf into Sigeth, refolved to flop the whole 
Ottoman army a fufficient time to put it in his 
matter’s power to defend Hungary. He fpoke 
to his troops with great energy, defcribing to 
them the horror of falling into the hands of thefe 
barbarians, who refpedled neither the laws of 
war nor of humanity : he gave them hopes that 
the fuccours of Maximilian would foon relieve 
the place j and having exacted from every foldier 
an oafh that he would fooner die than furrrender, 
he had a gallows erefted in the public fquare to 
puniili thofe who fhould dare perjure themfelves. 

The town was well ftored with- ammunition 

and 
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£$‘.*974.' and provisions; it could not be ipproached by 
land but by one narrow fide defended by feveral 
works: the two rivers formed a peninfula of it. 
The fpahis and janifiaries • attempted to throw 
over bridges for a long time without fuccefs. 

Solyman, who had no idea of fparing human 
blood, and who was exafperated that three thou- 
fand Chriftians fhould ftop a hundred and fifty 
thoufand Ottomans, was continually undertaking 
new works, which were as foon demolifhed by 
the batteries from the place, afid which deftroyed 
thoufands of men, either by the water or the fire. 
At length conftancy and number prevailed. 
After a great deal of .blood Ipilt, the janifiaries 
reached the curtains of the lower town, the 
breaches of which, being become pradticable, 
made them foon fear an afifault. Count Serin, 
defpairing of defending that quarter, would not 
lofe foldiers there who could be more ufcful to 
him elfewhere. He ordered a bridge to be bro¬ 
ken down which formed the communication be¬ 
tween the two towns, and took the precaution of 
fitting fire to the place which he abandoned. 
The love of booty caufed a number of Turks to 
perith in the fire, which they endeavoured to 
extinguifh. As the garrifon was intrenched be¬ 
hind large, deep ditches, Solyman would fain 
convey the water from itj this enterprife coll: 
him ftill dearer than the firft. Count Serin’s 
foldiers became more terrible as the attacks drew 


nearer. 
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nearer. ■ After two months of the moft deterr I; 0 * 1 * 66 * 

Heg. 974. 

mined refiftance, this brave chief had no more *—* 
than fix hundred men left, when he thought it defence of 
requifite to retire to the citadel in order toiwith,- rj£ nt Se " 
ftand the enemy with greater effeift, having, lpfs 
ramparts to defend. Humanity would not per¬ 
mit him to fet the new town on fire, as he had 
done to the other quarteri he would not have 
had room enough in the citadel to receive the 
few inhabitants who had expofed themfelves with 
him to the hazards of the fiege. We ihall 
abridge the particulars of this, left the too 
frequent recitals of thofe military expeditions 
lhould fatigue by the repetition of circumftances 
which muft often refemble.one another. It fuf- 
fices to fay, that the brave count Serin, deter¬ 
mined to facrifice his life for his country, thought 
only of delaying that immolation in order to 
render it more ferviceable. He made ufe of 
every thing that conftancy and talents can do. in 
war, with intention to give Maximilian time to 
aflemble his army. Rare as fuch examples are 
in hiftory, they are lefs aftonifhing in commanders 
than foldiers.' The fame fpirit animated all the 
defenders of Sigeth; the certainty of not being 
fuccoured made no impreffion on their courage. 
Without afpiring at the glory of being mentioned 
in future ages, when they faw themfelveS reduced 
to the number of two hundred and fifty, they re¬ 
newed their promife of dying all together j and. 


in 
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j.c. 1566. ju or( jer to difguife this terrible refolution under 
* —v—> an appearance of joy, they drank large cups of 
wine in fight of the befiegers, as much with in¬ 
tention to defy them, as to ftrengthen their union 
by this fort of libation : they faid to one another, 
embracing, that it was better to die free and like 
brave men, than to live (laves to thefe barbarians. 
Whilft they were exhorting each other to think 
•no 4 more of life but with intention to fell it 
dearly, count Serin received a note from Soly- 
man, which a foldier had found fattened to an 
arrow. . The grand feignior, who without doubt 
was ignorant of the’ number to which the befieged 
were reduced, offered the count the principality 
of Croatia to prevail on him to furrender. " My 
** friends,” cried Serin, after having read aloud 
the contents of this letter, “I had no more paper 
“ left to ram down the charge of my piftol with, 
“ this fcrap comes very feafonably.” The fultan 
had affaults made under his own eyes every day, 
and as often were his janiffaries repulfed. The 
refiftance of the befieged enraged him to fuch a 
degree, that having feen his janiffaries thrown 
down headlong from the top of a deep breach a 
hundred different times, crulhed under pieces of 
rock, burnt with boiling oil and other prepa¬ 
rations which the befieged were continually 
throwing down, he returned to his tent full of 

Death of defpair, where an apoplectic fit carried him off 
soiymat. ; n a f ew moments. 


His 
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His vizier, Mehemet, thinking it neceffary to 
conceal this event, caufed a Jewifli phyfician and '— 
fome flaves who had feen the fultan expire, to be 
Wrangled. He published in the camp that Soly- 
man was indifpofed, and took care to have the 
emperor’s dinner carried every day, according to 
cuftom, with pomp and to the found of inftru- 
ments, to the tpnt where he concealed the dead 
body from all eyes, whilft a chiau was difpatched 
to Iconia to Selim for him to come and take pof- 
.feffion of the throne. 

Mehemet, notwithftanding, prefled the opera¬ 
tions of the fiege in the name of Solyman, whofe re¬ 
proaches the janiflaries dreaded. In fpite of every 
effort, the caftle held out f8ur days more. The 
refiftance of the befieged would have been longer, 
if a magazine, had not taken fire, with fuch vio¬ 
lence, that the two hundred men who remained, 
in the garrifon were infufficient to defend the 
place and extinguifh the flames. In this extre¬ 
mity, count Serin again exhorted his men to ren¬ 
der their end memorable j he drefled himfelf in 
his richeft clothes, and took with him fome pieces 
of gold, to pay, as he faid, the perfon that fhould 
give him interment. AH the Hungarian foldiers 
renewed theirpromife of not alking any quarter 
nor giving it. As the fire began to approach 
them, the count ordered the gates to be opened : 
when he and his men precipitated themfelves into 
the raid ft of the janiflaries who had run to fee 

vol, ii. R this 
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iifg 'm t ^‘ s ^ rc - The defpair of the Hungarians ferved 
v—* them fo well, that they had difficulty to find that 
death which they carried every where. At length 
the janiflaries, recovered from their aftonifhment, 
feeing that thefe furious men anfwered only by 
blows thofe who called on them to furrender, 
received them in clofe battalion on the points of 
their pikes. All periffied, as they had refolved, 
except two foldiers, who, having been left for 
dead on the place, were fome hours after brought 
to life, which they ended in flavery. The janifc 
faries, who believed their emperor fick in his tent, 
were no way furprifed at not feeing him enter the 
caftle at their head. The grand vizier, Mehe- 
met, inftead of continuing the expedition, or¬ 
dered the troops to return towards Belgrade in 
the name of Solyman, whofe litter was carried at 
the head of the army. 

This p.rince died the .30th of Auguft ic 66 . 

Character , , . J 

of Soly- aged 76 years. The Turks confider his reign, 
which was forty-fix years, as one of the moft glo¬ 
rious in the Ottoman dynafty. Solyman, though 
very warlike, was as weak as fanguinary, particu¬ 
larly given to women, and governed by all that' 
knew how to flatter him. He had his children 
put to death on the moft vague fufpicions and 
through a fentiment of bafe jealoufy. There 
were, notwithftanding, in the bottom of his heart, 
the feeds of virtues which would have fhewn 
themfelves, if he had commanded others than 

flaves. 
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Saves. He was a lover of glory, order, and 
even juftice, of which he had not a fufficient 
knowledge. To become a great monarch he 
wanted men to teach him to be fo, and a people 
that knew when to applaud and when to blame. 
Solyman was a proof, that the vices of princes 
proceed oftener from what furrounds them, than 
from their own natural inclinations. 


S E L I M II. 

ELEVENTH REIG.N. 

QELIM, the fon of Solyman, haftenecj. to Con- S ciim goes 
fldntinople immediately on the news of his rt an °mopie 
Father’s death. The caimacan,; Sender, bafliaw, 'he E fwo™ 
who then commanded in the capital of the em- 
pire, was the only one in the fecret of this great 
fevent. He fent the boftangi pachi with the im¬ 
perial galleon for the prince at fome diftance; 
and when the new emperor arrived • in fight of 
the feraglio, they publilhed at the fame time the 
death of. Solyman and the accelfion of Selim to 
the throne. The people remarked that the new 
emperor drank, when he landed, two large glades 
of wine, without taking any pains to conceal it. 

This aftion, which, a hundred and fixty years be¬ 
fore, had coft Solyman, the fon of Bajazet I., by 
vol. ii. R 2 fome 
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f£'sJfome called Solynt&n I., his life, was received 
* —~v—' with tranfport by almoft all the Muffultnen, who 
were difcontented with the feverity of the laft 
reign. Selim, furrounded by the baihaws, who' 
were at time in a very fmall number at Conftan* 
tinople, entered the divan chamber, and afcended 
the throne of his anceftors. As there was not a 
fingle janiflary in his capital, he feized that mo¬ 
ment to have himfelf proclaimed, becaufe it was 
the cuftom of that foldie'ry, formidable even to 
its matters, to exaft, at each acceflion, very con- 
ilderable prefents, which they durft not refufe 
them. Selim, after having held the divan, went 
in pomp to the principal rhofque ; he facrificed 
feveral heifers and fheep there, which were after¬ 
ward diftributed to the poor, and the mufti girded 
the fword of Othman on him, pronouncing thefe 
words: “ God grant thee the goodnefs of thy 
forefather Othman.” 

He goes to Thefe ceremonies being over, the new empe- 

Beigrade ror departed in hafte at the head of fome bof- 

to meet A 

cor P ft ther 5 tan S* s a w ho compofed all his guard, to meet the 
army and the body of his father. On his arrival 
at Belgrade, he received letters from the grand 
vizier, who advifed his matter to wait for the 
army in that town, as there was no appearance of 
the lead commotion, and the foldiers, and even 
the generals, marched in the train of Solyman's 
litter, always believing their matter alive.' Two 
days after, the new fultan learned that the army 

. was 
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was at the gates, and preparing to enter Belgrade ^ 
in triumph. Selim, covered with a fmalimoUrn- 
ing turban, and a black caftan, advanced, at the 
head of fbme bafhaws, drefled in the fame man¬ 
ner, to meet the litter of his father, which he 
perceived at a diftanCe covered with a doth of 
gold. The colours, flandards, and trophies of 
Arms, taken from the enemy, were around. 
Trumpets and other mufical itiftrtiments founded 
flourishes. As foon as the prince appeared in 
fight, MeheiWet ordered the army to halt j and 
having himfclf opened the litter, he fhewed the 
troops the dead body of Solyman, ahd at the fame 
tims his fucceffor, who was advancing to folem- 
nize his obfequies. This furprife caufcd at firfl: 
a profound filencej but prefently the janifiaries, 
fpahis, and all the men of courage, who loved 
Solyman’s glory much more than his perfon, 
made woful lamentations; and, after having 
fhewn marks of grief, which are always very ex- 
prefiive among the Orientals, wifhed a long life 
to Selim, who, they were told, was already pro¬ 
claimed emperor. Selim ordered Solyman’s 
funeral with all the, pomp then in ufage in the 
eaftern empire. The janifiaries and fpahis of 
the guard carried the corpfe to Conftantinople^ 
where it was received by the whole ulema, or 
body of imans. It was remarked that all that 
were at this funeral folemnity wept, or feign¬ 
ed to weep s , imans, officers of the feraglio, 

fpahis. 
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>566. fpahis, or janifiaries, all without diftinftion heaved 
v—deep fighs; even the horfes’ eyes watered, as a 
certain powder had been blown up their noftrils 
in order to produce that effeft. Solyman was 
buried in the mofque which he had founded. 
All the members of the ulema were ordered to 
recite the whole Alcoran in honor and for the re- 
pofe of the emperor’s foul, and they received in 
confequence a recompenfe proportionable to 
their dignity. A tube or marble monument was 
raifed over the grave. This tomb is (till held in 
veneration by the Turks j they go tp it and in-r 
voke Solyman, as a religious emperor and the 
friend of juftice, who died a martyr by the arms 
Of the Chriftjans. 

The funeral rites of the laft emperor being 
over, Selim would fain fliew himfelf to his peo¬ 
ple with all the pomp of his predeceflars. The 
janifiaries and fpahis of his guard were badly 
appointed. The fiege of Sigeth had injured their 
clothes 5 and their battalion in confequence did 
not appear with its ufual fplendor. As the 
emperor had ordered, for a day not very diftant, 
a magnificent cavalcade, he wanted to have 
fome companies of boftangis,- and levantis or 
marines, take at this ceremony the place of 
thofe who were generally employed iq guarding 
his perfon. The janiflaries, already very dif- 
contented at being deprived of the prefent which 
they faid belonged to them at the acceflion of 

each 
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each monarch, permitted Selim to go out of the 
feraglio with the efcort that he had chofen, and *—»—* 
having immediately blocked up the palace, they tion of th* 
declared that the emperor fhould not re-enter who force 
*till he had paid them his debt. Neither Selim give them 
nor his vizier Mehemet had refolution enough to 
attempt the redudtion of thefe mutineers: a dou- *V' 
ble month’s pay was immediately given them i *' s ' rape ' 
and their aga received a folemn promife, that 
the honor of guarding the emperor’s perfon 
fhould not be taken from their corps, nor one of 
them be puniihed for the infurre&ion. Though 
fuch a beginning ought to have convinced the 
feeble Selim, that, in order to have nothing to. 
fear from his troops, he ihould employ them 
againft foreign powers, he refolved to conclude' a 
peace with the emperor of the Weft. This 
prince, whofe hereditary dominions were defola- 
ted, had more reafon to defire it than the Turks; 
he had even fent a refident to the Porte, called 
Albert De Vus, to propofe conditions j but the 
treaty was foon interrupted by a very great in- 
fult which the Auftrian minifter received in the 
ftreets of Conftantinople, and for which he could 
never have juftice. De Vus, riding, met the Infult of- 
mufti marching with a great train : they called Auftrian* 
out to the German refident to alight before the 
chief of Mahomet’s law. De Vus, ignorant of 
their cuftoms, and trufting too much to his pub- 
lie character, refuted to pay this fort of homage » 

to 
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^c.'s66. toa raan ^ who,did not appear fo refpeflajble in 

<—.—►’ his eyes, as in thofe of the Muffulmcn imme¬ 
diately the janiffaries who accompanied the 
mufti, and all thofe who met him on his way, fell 
on the retinae of the Austrian minifter, unhorfed 
the refident himfelf, and, beat him feverely. 
De Vus complained in vain of this violation of 
the law of nations. After much delay, the mi- 
nifters of the divan replied to him, that they 
could not puniih, for an infult offered to a Chrif- 
tian, thefe fame janiffaries who had juft been 
recompenfed for having refitted their matter. 
The refident, not being able to have his revenge, 
died foon after of grief and rage. The emperor 
of the Weft, though the firft Chriftian monarch 
in dignity, was far from being fo in power. He 
chofe rather to feem ignorant of this infult, than 
to undertake to revenge it without fuccefs. 
Hungary was.defolated, and its fovereign had not 
wherewithal to pay the troops which the Ger¬ 
manic corps had with difficulty granted him in 
quality of emperor. He concluded a peace with 
the prince of Tranfylvania, after which he fent 
the bifliop of Adria to Conftantinople, with rich 
prefents. This prelate had the addrefs to con¬ 
clude for eight years a truce which his matter 
could not do without. The delays which the 
Ottoman haughtinefs always throws - in the way 
, of tranfaflions with Chriftians, did not attonifli 
this • able negociator. After a year’s delay, 
v during 
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during which the Hungarians and Tartars 
bated without the two -jnonarcbs’ feeming to have & 97s- 
any thing to do with it, it was agreed that each 
foould keep, what he held at the time of the 
treaty j that the prince of Tranfyl vania Ihould 
remain the ally of both powers; and that the 
peafaqts of the frontiers, who heretofore paid tri¬ 
bute to the fultan and the king of Hungary, 

Ihould, for the future, pay it to the fultan only. 

The news of an infurredion in‘Arabia had Troubles 
induced the grand vizier Mehemet to conclude in P Arabi». 
this treaty. It had juft been learned that a chief 
of one of thefe hordes of vagabonds which con¬ 
tinually over-run the three Arabias, had cholen 
the time of a change of fovereign to withdraw all 
that country from the Ottoman power, and to 
feize on Mecca. This event, which was palling 
far from Conftantinople, appeared to Selim only 
a good occafton to get rid of his janiffaries, who 
, were to be employed againft the rebels. A con¬ 
jurer had predided to him that his life would be 
of fhort duration j on which account he had re- 
folved never to expofe it to the chance of battle, 
and conftantly to avoid every thing that could 
excite commotions. This.Arabian war was ter¬ 
minated fooner than the emperor wilhed. A 
bafhaw of the bench, called Ofdemir, celebrated 
for furpafiing all others of his time in bodily 
ftrength, had the command of the Ottoman 
troops. In lcfs than a campaign he diiperfed the 
yoL. ii. S rebels. 
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*W- 975, re ^ s > re-took Mecca, and re-eftablifhed the 
. & ^ fangiacs driven from the Yemen: he caufed the: 
name of his matter to be refpefted, whilft that 
prince was debafing himfelf by the debauchery of 
wine and the pleafures of his haram. 

TheTarks The' janifiaries being returned to Conftan- 
the^ con- tinOple, the vizier Mehemet, who dreaded com- 
motions more than his mafter, medicated to 
Cyprus * employ them elfewhere.; Several bafhaws of the 
bench propofed the conqueft of the ifle of Cyprus, 
fo happy and fertile, that the Pagans, whofe re¬ 
ligion was almoft wholly allegorical, made it the 
refidence of Venus. This fortunate ifland had be¬ 
longed to the Venetians ever fince a Venetian lady 
of the family of Cornaro, the widow of a king of 
Cyprus, having fucceeded her infant fon,had given 
up to her country this rich fuccefiion which ihe could 
not defend. The grand vizier Mehemet thought 
this enterprife too great, confidering the number 
of fortified towns in that ifland. But the other 
balhaws of the bench, who fhared the authority, 
perfuaded the feeble monarch, that the more the 
arms of his formidable foldiers fhould be employed 
at a diftance from the capital, the, more the fo- 
' vereign would enjoy the fweets of repofe, and 
that he would have at once the happinefs of ex¬ 
tending his conquefts and of refigning himfelf to 
his pleafures. Selim, attacked on the weak fide,., 
adopted the advice of the majority againft the 
fentiments of his vizier. He refolved to break 

the 
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the alliance that was between the republic 
Venice and the Porte. The Turks confider as a _ & 97^ 
point of religion, not only to undertake none but 
juft wars, but to cover them with a pretext^ and 
to precede the atts of hoftility by a folemn de¬ 
claration. 

The Venetians kept an ambaffador at Con-They feek 
ftantinople. They had caufed the fultan to be declare war 
complimented on his acceffion to the throne, and Venetian's! 
had renewed the alliance between the Porte and 


the republic. All the articles were fcrupuloufly 
obferved by the Venetians. The divan fent 
likewife an ambaffador to the fenate, with orders 
to Complain, though np one could tell of-what. 
This minifter faid, that fome freebooters, whofe 
abode was towards the gulf which feparates Italy 
from Iftria, made ravages along the gulf of Ve¬ 
nice j and that it was incumbent on the republic 
to defend the fultan’s fubje&s from thefe incur- 
fions which hurt ; their commerce. The Turks 
complained likewife, that the duke of Ferrara, 
the ally of the Venetians, had kept fome troops 
in Maximilian’s army during the Hungarian war. 
The republic could eafily difcern the defire which 
the Turks Jiad to break the treaty, by the fubjects 
of complaint. The Venetian ambaffador at the 
Pqrte acquainted them, that they began to talk 
publicly of the conqueft of the ifle of Cyprus. 
If, Selim had defired .only to ,find work for his 
janiffaries, he might have found more plaufible 
vol. 11. S 2 reafons 


v 
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fi^- 975 rCa ^ )ns f° r attacking Philip II. king of Spain, 
^ 97^ than thf Venetians. The Moors of Granada, 
•whom Charles V. had obliged to receive baptifm, 
notwithftanding the treaty of capitulation made 
with Ferdinand his maternal grand-father, had 
for a long time concealed their attachment to 
the Alcoran under an outward appearance of 
Chriftianity. At length the rigour of the inqui- 
fition having forced off the made with which they 
endeavoured to conceal their religion j conftrained 
to defend their life, which their enemies wanted 
to take from them by the torments of the rick, 
they fortified themfelves on the fteepeft mountain 
of the kingdom of Granada, where they de¬ 
fended themfelves like defperate men. In this 
extremity they difpatched a deputy, who was fo 
Fortunate as to arrive at Conftantinople. He 
reprefented the melancholy fituation of fifty thou- 
fand families, the remains of a 'great people 
deftroyed by the fword of the Chriftians in hatred 
The Moors of the law of Mahomet. They folicited fuccours 
wertfifed'of men and money, or at leaft veflels to flee from 
fuecours. countr y j an a rmtd fleet, and fome land- 

forces to proted their retreat. This would have 
been a real war of religion, fuch as the law of 
Mahomet fo much recommends, and for which 
the treafures of the mofques are intended; fuch 
as would do honor to a monarch, as the objed 
was to proted the opprefffed, and to fnatch men 
from the perfecution of a falfe zeal. The grand 

vizier 
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vizier Mehemet was for -abandoning the enter- fc. 
prife on the ifle of Cyprus, and haftening to the & 97 6 - f 
fuccour of thefe unfortunate Granadians; but 
Selim's foul was not formed for great aftions, 
and the policy of his viziers faw nothing beyond 
conquefts. Not one member of the divan was of 
Mehemet’s opinion : in vain did he call for the 
fetfa of the mufti j this chief of the religion, 

•who knew how to conform to circumftances, re¬ 
plied, that all the Granadians had ceafed to be 
Muflulmen, and that they had rendered them- 
felves unworthy of the prote&ion of -the Porte, 
by the cowardice which they had Ihewn in -re¬ 
ceiving baptifm and affifting at the Chriftian 
tnyfteries. The deputy of the Granadians was 
fent back without obtaining the lead fuccour. 

The captain balhaw Piatli, and the vizier Mufta- 
pha bafhaw, who had urged moft the conqueft of 
-Cyprus, prevailed on the fultan to declare war 
formally againft the Venetians. 

They fent to the republic a chiau with the title War de _ 
of ambafladdr. He was admitted into the fenate, clared , , 

9 againlt the 

where he endeavoured to prove the rights of the rc P ublic of 
grand feignior to the ifle of Cyprus, as a part of 
Egypt which belonged to the Ottoman crown. 

After having complained that the ports of 'this 
ifland ferved as.a retreat for all the Chriftian cor- 
fairs, he concluded with faying that it muft be 
reftored to his mafter if the republic wifhed to 
avoid a war. - The Venetian fenate replied with 

dignity 
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lifg IS ® g ' dignity by the mouth of their doge, that the re- 
97^ *public would defend what had belonged to Chrif- 
tendom for feveral ages, and to them more re¬ 
cently by a legitimate fucceffion. The chiau 
perfifting in his demand, by a pompous account of 
the forces which his matter ihtended for this 
great enterprife, no anfwer was made him. The 
ambaffador defired, when he retired, to be con¬ 
duced by a fiecret door, as he was afraid of being 
infulted by the people, who had appeared greatly 
enraged againft him. The Venetians got rid of 
this troublefome gueft as foon as poffible, who 
was only a Ipy difguifed under an honorable title. 
The day after this audience, he was fent back to 
Conftantinople in a brigantine of the republic’s. 
j.c.1569. Such an adverfary as the Turkilh emperor was 
H & 977. 6 ’ too powerful for the Venetians to think of refif- 
ting without foreign fuccours. They implored 
the affiftance of all the Chriftian powers againtt 
him whom they termed the common enemy. 
But Maximilian relilhed the advantages of the 
truce which he had concluded, fo favorable to 
his hereditary dominions. France was rent by 
inteftine diflentions: it had no intereft to feek 
new enemies. The pope, Pius V. faw with grief 
the progrefs of the Infidels; but he was too weak 
to give the Venetians very powerful fuccours by 
himfelf. The king of Spain, who feemed to have 
more intereft than any other monarch to ftop the 
progrefs of the Orientals, received with great at¬ 
tention 



tention the ambaffador fent him by the republic jJ 
but the policy of Philip II. was the fame as his 
father’s : he promifed much and performed little. 
The Venetians received with the greateft joy the 
promife which the king of Spain made them to 
fend, without delay, fixty-five galleys from the 
ports of Sicily, to join feyenty belonging to the 
republic, and twelve which the pope was likewile 
to furnilh. Philip II. allured them that he fhould 
not confine the effefts of his alliance to this j but 
Doria, his admiral in Sicily, the nephew of that 
Andrew Doria, admiral to Charles V. who had 
formerly fo faintly and flowly fuccoured the Ve¬ 
netians, was neither lefs cold nor lefs flow to fuc- 
cour the ifle of Cyprus. The Ottoman forces 
were much fooner affembled. Two hundred fail, 
both galleys and pinks or veflels, carrying eighty 
thoufand land forces, of which twenty thoufand 
were janiflaries or Ipahis, departed under the or¬ 
ders of Piali. Muftapha commanded the land 
forces, and, confequently, was to direft the lieges* 
The fleet anchored before Tina, an ifland of the 
Archipelago, fortified by nature, but which was 
not rich enough to fatisfy the avidity of the Muf- 
fulmen. The Venetians had a confiderable gar- 
rifon there. The firft attempts of the Ottoman 
army were fo unfuccefsful, that Muftapha and 
Piali, who were afraid.of theChriftian fleet’s get¬ 
ting the ftart of them at the ifle of Cyprus, foon 

raifed 
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•raifed this fiege in order to repair to their real 
deftination. 

The ifle of Cyprus,, fituated on the coaft of 
: Afia, being, two hundred miles long and feventy 
broad, is, as we have already obferved, one of the 
moft fortunate places in the univerfe. There 
were a great many towns in it formerly, all ex¬ 
ceedingly well peopled^ As long as its inhabi¬ 
tants were free from a foreign yoke, they found 
in their co'untry every thing neceffary to fuftain 
and even make life agreeable. The temperature 
of the air produced every kind of fruit, and the 
farmers had hut little occafion to affift the ferti¬ 
lity of the foil $ but fince an ariftocratical repub¬ 
lic had made itfelf matter of this iiland, that is, 
fince its inhabitants no longer worked but for a 
fmall number of greedy, defpotic men, advprfity 
bad ftifled emulation and induftry; the Cyprians 
were afraid to make a fhew qf plenty left it lhould 
draw on them envy and perfection. Of thirty 
towns known under the kings of Cyprus, fcarcely 
five remained that merited that name, among 
which there were but two that could fuftain a 
fiege. They were called Famagufta and Nicofia. 
All the inhabitants that were not fhut up within 
their walls, ran to meet the Turks, who landed 
without any ofiftacle. Thefe lflanders, con¬ 
tented to change matters, offered the enemies of 
the Venetians, their provifions, their houles, their 
.. beafts of burden, in fhort, every thing that tyranny 

bad 
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l»ad not taken from them. The defenders of Cy- J; c *»57°- 
prus indeed had not thought it of confequcnce to ^ 97^ 
ravage the country which they were obliged to a- 
bandon to the enemy. The Turks, better received 
in the ifland than if they had entered a country 
■which had been feveral years under their obe¬ 
dience, did no injury to thefe peaceable inhabi¬ 
tants; one would have thought their army in the 
dominions of fome friendly power repofing them- 
felves afteF the fatigues of war. The Cyprians 
advifed them to begin with the liege of Nicofia, 
as the eafieft place to be taken. This town, fitu- 
ated in the middle of a fertile plain, was weH for¬ 
tified, had a pretty ftrong citadelj and very good 
ramparts. But, though there were ten thoufand 
men dale to carry arms, Nicholas Dandolo, a 
noble'Venetian who commanded in the place, 
depended only on fifteen hundred loldiers of his 
own country, and a thoufand gentlemen, who, 
more attached to the republic than all the other 
I (landers, had formed themfelves into i corps to 
refill the Turks. The reft, but little formed for 
the fatigues of war, wifhed above every thing to 
fee it ended, ind almoft all defired to change 
matters. Dandolo difpatched a felucca to haf- 
ten the fuccours of the combined fleet of Ve¬ 
nice, Spain, and the pope. The officer charged 
with this commifiion found the Venetian fleet 
under Candia. He obferved to admiral Zane, 
who commanded it, that one of the fineft poflef* 
vol. u, T fions 
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Jjc. '5r°- fions of the republic was on the point of being 
wrefted from it: that all the Cyprians, greedy of 
Novelty, favored? the Turks; and that fuccours 
were never more wanted both to repulfe the ene¬ 
my and keep the rebels in fubjedtion. Zane had 
orders from the fenate not to quit Candia ’till the 
Spaniards fhould join his fleet, too weak by itfelf 
to be oppofed to the Turks. Whilft he was dif- 
patching brigantines every day to Doria to haften 
the execution of his promifes, the Spaniard de¬ 
layed putting to fea under different pretences, 
waiting, as he laid, for fome particular orders 
from his court. 

Meanwhile the fiege of Nicofia advanced : a 
numerous and well difeiplined army furrounded 
the ramparts, on which a well ferved artillery 
began to make an impreflion. There were nei¬ 
ther fufficient abilities nor difeipline in the town, 
to give hopes of defending this important place 
a long time. The troops had but little confi¬ 
dence in Dandolo. The gentlemen with him 
were continually intermeddling in giving orders, 
and no one would obey. To add to the difafter, 
proviftons fell fhort in the moll fertile place in 
the world. The governor had not taken the 
precaution to provifion the town; he knew not, 
before the fiege, how to fix in Nicofia the abun¬ 
dance which furrounded it, and which the coun¬ 
try people lavifhed on the Turkifh army. Not- 
' ynthftanding all this difordcr, Nicofia field out a 

mopth, 



SELIM II. 


H3 


month. But the breaches at length became fo 
large, that there were not fufficient men left to *—v—* 
repair,, or even to defend them. In the laft mo¬ 
ments of the liege, the danger roufed the valour 
of thefb people, more accuftomed to the cares of 
commerce than the fatigyes.of war. The enemy Tak5ng of 
having fucceeded in two alTaults made on the Nicofi *-‘ 
ramparts, the citizens and remaining foldiers in¬ 
trenched themfelves. in. the ftreets and in fome 
houfes, : from whence, after a vigorous refiftance, 
they ; capitulated. The Turks- promifed them 
their life,, hut did not keep their word; for, as 
foon as the vanquilhed had abandoned their in- 
trenchments which defended the ftreets, and had 
thrown down their arms, the booty, in exciting 
the greedinefs of the Turks, excited likewife 
their barbarity. According to their cuftom, 
they Ihed ftreams of bipod, and the groans of the 
dying mixed with the lb outs of the vanquifhers. 

The janjffaries, after haying maffacred more than 
fifteen thoufand defencelefs men, priefts, women, 
children, and old men, loaded with chains twenty- 
five thoufand of thofe whom they thought beft able 
to ferve. This cruelty made the country people 
repent of the reception which they had given to 
fuch matters, and of the affiftance they had lent 
them to maffacre their countrymen. The Turks 
had never met with fuch a rich booty any where. 

The profound peace which the Cyprians had en¬ 
joyed fo many years, had rendered Nicofia very 
vol. ii, T 2 flourilhing. 
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IAourifhing,' though the reft of the ifland com- 
v—» plained of the Venetian yoke. This ifland was 
the ftaple of {ill the commerce, the retreat of 
thofe who had enriched themfelves by it, and the 
refidence of all the nobility and gentry, who (pent 
at Nicofia the produce of the lands‘which they 
pofleffed elfewhere. 

When the chiefs and fdldiers had glutted them- 
s °me fdves With booty, they loaded a veflfel with what 

young wo- J J 

, they had found moft valuable, and fent it with 

high birth, . # 

made t thefe fortunate news to ConftantuiOpIe. They 
Nicofia, put on board this veffel .feveral young female 
figned for flaves of illuftrious birth and exquifite beauty, 
blow up "* whofe age and figure condemned them before- 
inwh'fh Rand to the. captivity of the haram. One of 
embarked, them, called Arnflda Rocas, having convinced 
her companions of their horrid deftiny, per- 
fuaded them to prevent it, by burying with them 
in the fea the riches which thefe barbarians had 
Wrefted from their country. Thefe yoUng vic¬ 
tims, worthy of a better fate, found means to fet 
fire to the powder which was kept in the hold, 
and blew up themfelves, the veflel, and all the 
crew. Two Tailors half burnt were picked up by 
a baric which was rowing at fome diftance, and 
related how this rich booty perifhed. 

Admiral Doria, who had lingered almoft all 
the funrimer, at length determined to join the 
Venetian and papal fleets at Candia. The plague, 
which had broken out on board the Venetian vef- 

fels. 
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fels. had caufednew delays :-at length, about the J; c -«57°. 

* Heg. 970* 

middle of September, the confederates put to fta v—■* 

to fuccour the ifle of Cyprus, where the Turks 
had had time to eftablilh themfelve9. They 
learned on the paffage thelofs of Nicofia. Doria 
feized this pretext for returning with the Spanilh 
galleys to Sicily. Neither the /olicitations of 
admiral Zane, nor thole of Colonna who com¬ 
manded the pope’s galleys, could retain Doria % 
he faid that Nicofia being taken, the ifle of Cy¬ 
prus was loft, and that his orders being only to 
defend it, if it were poflible, he had nothing more 
to do but to retire. The two commanders preffed 
Doria to ftay at leaft for the Turkilh fleet, which 
would return foon loaded with booty, and weak¬ 
ened by the number of men and veffels which it 
would leave in the ports of Cyprus to befiege 
Famagufta. They obferved that-this fleet could 
not fail of being beaten by a frelh and numerous 
army: indeed it Ihould have offered rather a rich 
convoy to pillage than a fleet to fight, l'hefe 
good reafons could not convince Doria: he was 
obftinately bent on returning to Sicily. This con . 
reparation having taken place, Zane did not think flwTfcp*. 
himfelf ftrong enough to attack the Turks to” tes * 
advantage j he durft not ftand towards Nicofia, 
nor wait for the fleet in its paffage. In effefl, the TheTurk« 
captain balhaw Piali, having left fixty thoufand conL'n- 
men in the ifle of Cyprus, under the command booty * 
of Muftapha, tranfported to Conftantinople all™coY* 

the 



*4* 



Stcge of 

Fama- 

gufta. 


HISTORY Of the OTTOMANS. 

’* the flaves and riches taken at Nkofia, without 
any one’s endeavouring to difpute this rich 
booty with him; 

Immediately after the taking Of this place* 
Muftapha prepared to befiege FamagUfta, a town 
Jfituated on the fouth fide of the iftand, better 
foftified than the capital, and containing a gar- 
rifon of eight thoufand men. The Turks beat 
down a foreft of orange trees, lemon trees, and 
others of the fame kind, in order to befiege the 
town the clofer. After this, Muftapha attempted 
to fright the governor and the troops; he made 
all his fpahis and part of his janiflaries file off in 
fight of the ramparts, each carrying on the point 
of his lance or fword a head of thofe who had 
been maffacred at the firft fiege. Muftapha even 
lent that of governor Dandolo to Bragadin who 
commanded in Famagufta, telling him by the 
fame meffenger to profit by that example, and 
not to let himfelf be reduced to the laft extre¬ 
mity, if he would preferve his life. The Vene¬ 
tian, irritated at fuch a meffage, replied to Muf¬ 
tapha : “ 1 know not which of the two is to fink 
“ under the arms of the other; but I fwear I will 
** never be thy flave.” The rumour fpread of 
the confederate fleet’s approaching the ifland, 
gave Muftapha a great deal of inquietude. He 
offered the befieged advantageous conditions, 
who conftantly replied with the fame firmnefs, in 
hopes of the fuccour which never arrived. After 

having 
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having waited for it a long time, they fent their 
bifhop to Venice to reprefent their fituation. '—r—' 
The fenate, full of indignation at the condud of 
the Spanilh admiral, fent fixteen hundred men in 
its galleys, who arrived fafe at Famagufta^and it 
was refolved at Venice to break with an ally who 
aded like an enemy. Though the climate of 
the ifle of Cyprus is fo very temperate, the feafon* 
feemed to confpire this year to give the Venetians 
the alfiftance which Doria had refufed them. 

The fnow and frod thwarted the operations of the 
fiege in a time when the heat fcarcely begins to 
decreafe in Cyprus. As the refiftance of the be- 
fieged was always very obdinate, and the work of 
the befiegers became both fatiguing and very 
bloody, Muftapha, who wiihed to vifit the whole 
ifland, which was reduced every where elfe, turned, 
the fiege into a blockade; he took the fevered 
part of the feafon to over-run all the open towns, 
all the villages and creeks, in fliort, to know 
thoroughly the yalue of this conqued which he 
confidered as certain. 

Whild the garrifon of Famaguda was enjoying 
this interruption, the pope, Pius V. endeavoured 
to reanimate the confederacy, and reunite the 
king of Spain with the Venetians, who had fqch 
jud reafons of' complaint againd that monarch. 
Admiral Coloring was fent to the republic, not 
to excufe the conduct of Doria, but to propofe 
the means to prevent (uch incpnveniencies in 

future. 



HISTORY or the OTTOMANS. 


148 

, 57»'’future. The pontiff's envoy was admitted into 
»—.i the affembly of the fenate, where he was placed 
below' the doge. Colonna entered ftrongly into 
the prefling neceffity there was for the Chriftians 
to reunite themfelves againft the common ene¬ 
my : he gave hopes of the Germanic corps’ join¬ 
ing the league, and faid that the way to obtain 
this union, was to eftabiilh it firft between the 
republic, Spain, and the Holy See, on a foun¬ 
dation fo folid, that this confederacy fhould no 
longer be but one foie body under the command 
of the fame chief ; that the Spanifh monarch 
confented that every thing fhould’be decided by 
the plurality of voices between the commanders 
of each member of the confederacy; that the pon¬ 
tiff affured the republic of a perfect agreement; 
that by this mean neither Doria nor any other 
Spanifh chief would be ablp to hinder the opera¬ 
tions, nor even refufe to contribute towards them; 
that as to the reft, the common intereft and 
preffing circumftances ought to ftifle every kind 
of refentment, and that the paft fhould be re¬ 
membered only to avoid the rocks on which they 
’ had fplit. The pope’s envoy being gone out in 
order to leave the fenators the leifure of deli¬ 
berating, there were very long debates. Several 
exclaimed, that fuch an ally as the king of Spain 
was more dangerous than the moil powerful 
enemy; that all the Spaniards were fecretly jea¬ 
lous of the republic; that it was better to make 

a dif- 
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* difadvantageous peace than a war ftill more dif- J.C. 1570. 
.►advantageous, and to fubmit to neceffity, by *— 
faring blood and money, than to have to -fight 
at the fame time both friends and enemies; ' Ne- colon™ 
verthelefs the pope’s promifes and the new con^STfei’^f 
ditions of the treaty prevailed with the majority, t 
Colonna was defired to re-enter the afrembly,£"“ fe ' 
when he prefented the articles of the treaty fuch Sjfc 
as they were already formed, and fuch as feveral ftderayf ‘ 
fenators had feen them. They contained in fub- 
llance, that the confederate army fhould be com - 
pofed of two hundred galleys, a hundred velfels, 
fifty thoufapd men, and four thoufand five hundred 
horfe; that every necefiary provifion Ihould be 
made for a train of artillery, and for ammunition j 
that all thefe forces Ihould be employed againft 
the polfeffions of the Infidels, and particularly 
Tunis, Algiers, and Tripoli* that however, the 
defigns and meafures might be changed according 
to conjunctures and events j that the rendezvous 
of the troops fhould be at Otranto j that the king 
of Spain Ihould pay half the expences, for which 
half he appropriated the revenues of Naples and 
Sicily; that the other half Ihould be divided in 
three, of which the Venetians fhould furnifh two- 
thirds and the pope the other; that the republic 
fhould furnifh his holinefs with twelve galleys 
properly rigged with their fails and cordage, 
which he would have armed at his expence; that 
the three chiefs fhould - have a confulting vote; 
yot.ir. U ° that 
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•that the execution fhould be intruded to Don 
John of Auftria, natural fon of Charles V. de* 
clared admiral of the league, and that in hil 
abfence Mark Anthony Colonna Ihould have the 
command : that all the Chriffian princes wh* 
ihould be willing to enter into this league in pro¬ 
portion to their forces and power ihould be 
admitted; that what they furniihed ihould go 
towards augmenting the number of troops; that 
the conquefts ihould be divided in proportion to 
the forces combined; and that the pope ihquld be 
the arbitrator of all the differences that might 
arife between the allies. 

The Venetians figned this treaty, and ferioufl| 
meant to put it into execution; but the ufual 
delays k of the court of Spain deprived them of 
the principal advantages which they had reafon 
to expedt from this league, the preiervation of 
the ifle of Cyprus. They fought the Turks in 
Dalmatia, where they were fometimes vanquilhed 
and fometimes vanquiihers; but thefe trifling 
events made no alteration in their polition, and 
are not fufficiently important to merit a place in 
hiftory. The winter was palled in negociatioflt 
at Venice and Conftantinpple; for the republic, 
before it engaged itfelf definitively in this league* 
had made vain efforts to obtain a peace with 
the grand feignior. Muftapha remained idle in 
the ifle of Cyprus during this rigorous fcafon. 

la 



S I L I Si ' II. 


151 

In the beginning of the fpririg the Ottoman J*c.is7>* 

r 1 . 10 Jleg. ^g. 

fleet, after having ravaged the ifies of Zante and »—.—* 
Cefalonia, two rich ftaples of the Venetian COm- Muftapha 
merce, in which there was not a fingle place in a mencesthe 
Situation to make refiftance, conduced twenty Faraa- 
thoufand men to the ifte of Cyprus. With this vfc>», 
reinforcement Muftapha recommenced the fiege ofttTnl 
Of Famagufta. Bragadin had not remained idle habitan “' 
during the intermix on left him by the Turks. 
The-citizens, exalperated at the cruelties of thefe 
barbarians, formed themfelves into a body of 
troops under the command of their governor, to 
Share the perils and fatigues of the garrifon. 
Bragadin had had fome defective cannon re¬ 
founded, and all the breaehcs, which the attempts 
pf the Turks had opened in his walls, repaired. 

The numerous army of the Turks, and the refo- 
Jution of his garrifon, convinced him that the fiege 
would be very long. He got in as much provifion 
and ammunition as pofiible, and fent out thirteen 
thoufand old men, women, and children, whofpread 
themfelves in the villages j Bragadin choofing to 
keep in the place thofe only who could be ufeful 
in its defence. Every thing that valour and the 
military fcience could do was executed by both 
parties in this fiege. Thofe, who remained in 
Famagufta, were either engineers, or foldiers, or 
pioneers. Muftapha regarded the lives of his 
troops as little as thofe of the befieged; for the 
Turks know not how to make war without lofing 
vox,, 11 . U a a great 
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• a great many foldiers. He was two months be¬ 
fore he could make a lodgement on the firft half¬ 
moon. Their efforts redoubled in proportion to 
their fuccefs; but the reliftance was always as 
vigorous, conftant, and well conduced. It was 
remarked, that, during the four months and a 
half which this fiege lafted, there was not a fingle 
prifoner made on either fide. Neither the fol-, 
diers nor citizens of Famagufta gave any quarter j, 
and they would not accept of any for themfelves. 
The example of Nicofia had made them as cruel 
as their enemies. They conftantly fancied that 
they fhould fee the confederate fleet arrive. This 
hope fuftained them, ’till the cannon of the ene¬ 
my having killed more than three parts of the 
defenders of the place, and laid open its ramparts 
on all Tides, they feared that the Turks, who gave 
frequent aflaults, would be iooa mafters of the 
town. Bragadin had fworn that he would never 
be the flave of the Turks: he would hear of no 
capitulation; but the citizens, feeing their hopes 
vanifh, foon loft every kind of courage. Thofe 
women who had remained in the town for more 
than four months paft were conftantly on the ram¬ 
parts. They had forgotten their fex to fulfil all 
the duties of foldiers; but as foon as they per¬ 
ceived only a fatal end to all their labour, this 
valour was converted into fear. Some veflels 
which they perceived at a diftance, and which 
they thought could be nothing but a fuccour, 

reftored 
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reftored life for fome moments to this difconfo- J; C * , S 7 *» 

Heg. 979. 

late multitude3 but when, on the approach of the 
object, they diftinguifhed the Turkifli Bag and 
the clothes of thofe who compofed the crew; in 
fine, when it was no longer to be doubted that 
this fuppofed fuccour was a reinforcement for 
the enemy, the cries redoubled and defpair 
breathed forth anew. The principal citizens 
went to Bragadin, and reprefented to him, that 
their braveft foldiers were buried under the ruiria 
of the ramparts3 that they and even their wives 
were covered with wounds 3 that they had neither 
fuiEcient men, nor arms, nor ammunition for 
their defence; that their walls, open in fo many 
places, feemed to invite the enemy to fcale them ; 
that this enemy* much lcfs cruel than he had 
been reprefented, was unceafingly offering them 
propofitions for furrendering a place which they 
were no longer able to defend, and to grant them 
their life which the Turks had in their power to 
take ; that juftice and humanity would not per¬ 
mit Bragadin to expofe to certain death what re¬ 
mained of citizens and foldiers at Famagufta, 
whofe lofs would be abfolutely ufelefs to the re¬ 
public, and who, on the contrary, might be able 
to ferve it elfewhere 3 that the janiffaries faid to 
them continually that they would no more touch 
their liberty than their life,, and that they would 
give them veffels to carry them to Europe. All 
at length declared, that it were better to prefervc 

themfelyes 
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££ *s£* themfelves to revenge the taking of Famaguftz, 
v—» than to perifh before it was reduced under the 
jk>wer of Muftapha. Bragadin replied to them, 
that it was impoffible to put truft in the Turks, 
and that the example of Nicofia ihould open their 
eyes to the fate which awaited them, if they ihould 
have the weaknefs to liften to propofals. The 
citizens perfifted, reminding the governor that 
the Ottomans had faithfully observed the capitu¬ 
lations of Rhodes, Strigonia, Albaregalis, and 
feveral other places; in fine, faid they, a general 
mafiacre will never be more certain, than when 
what is no longer defenceaible fhall be obftinately 
defended. During this converfation, the in- 
ipeftor of provifions came to inform Bragadin, 
that there were no more than feven barrels of 
powder, and flour for three days in Famagufta. 
The citizens exclaimed immediately, that if, in a 
town reduced to this extremity, a capitulation, 
fuch as they thought themfelves fufe of obtain¬ 
ing, were refilled them j namely* the honors of 
war for the garrifon, prefervation of all pro¬ 
perty, liberty of confcience, and emigration for 
the citizens, the chiefs who ihould dare refill fuch 
offers muft be confidered as madmen and even 
barbarians. 

They prc- Bragadin, overcome by thefe clamours, con- 

governor^ 6 fented to the hanging out 6 f the white flag, im- 
f iate! FltU " mediately on which there was a fufpenfion of 
arms. Muftapha having fent an officer, efcorted 
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by two hundred janiffaries, to the principal gate 
fif the town, it was agreed to give hoftages on — i~~* 
both fides. Thofe of the Turks were a kiaia or 
lieutenant of the bafhaw, and the kiaia of the aga 
of the janiffaries, accompanied by fix fubaltera 
officers of that corps. Thofe of the befieged 
were two noble Venetians and fix of the principal 
citizens of Famagofta, who had ferved during the 
fiege. Thefe hoftages were to prepare articles of 
capitulation. Muftapha received thefe eight 
Chriftians with an affability which made them 
prefage well of their million. He gave them 
rich caftans or robes of ceremony: and after 
having praifed their valour, it was mutually 
agreed that the befieged fhould march out with condition* 
arms, baggage, and five pieces of cannon ; that 
they fhould be provided with veffels to carry 
them to Candia that the inhabitants Ihould 
have liberty to continue in the town or to leave 
it, and that they fhould not be disturbed either 
in the exercife of their religion, or in their liberty, 
or property. Thefe articles, thus agreed on and 
figned by Muftapha, were foon figned likewife 
by Bragadin. The Turks prepared to execute 
them immediately, by bringing veffels into the 
port, on board which thofe who propofed to leave 
the place began to embark their effects. The 
Turks were unable to recover from their aftanifh- 
ment, when they confidered the weaknefs and 
fmall number of men that had fo obftinately re¬ 
fitted 
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Heg^lyl! t ^ iem * Fatigue and fcarcity had reduced 
*—■*— J them to the moft deplorable ftatej they appeared 
more like fkeletons than foldiers. Without 
doubt the account given to Muftapha made him 
regret that he had granted fo eafily an advan- 
tageous capitulation to enemies who could not 
have refitted him a long time. The janiflaries 
were no fooner mailers of one of the gates, than 
"they began to commit diforders. Bragadin im¬ 
mediately complained of it. He wrote the ba- 
£haw a firm but refpedtful letter, in which he re¬ 
minded him of the articles of the capitulation; 
he fummoned him to put them fully in executi¬ 
on, and to fend in confequence all the veffels ne- 
Ceflfary to trdnfport the troops and citizens, allu¬ 
ring him, that, after their embarcation, he would 
come himfelf and lay the keys of the town at his 
feet. Muftapha, concealing his perfidy under 
a falfe appearance of humanity, gave orders for 
the janiflaries to be reftrained, fent more veffels 
into the port, and preffed Bragadin to come to 
his camp, expreffing a flattering defire to fee fo 
brave a man. 

Jtnartry Bragadin repaired to the balhaw’s tent, clothed 
«ndun. with a purple habit, which marked his dignity, 
cruelty of accompanied by fome noble Venetians and Cy¬ 
prian gentlemen who had lhared with him the 
peril and glory of the defence of Famagufta, all 
on horfeback, efcorted by fifty foot foldiers well 
armed. The magnificence of this retinue fcemed 

to 
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to dilpleafe the bafhaw, or at lead was the fit ft J^‘57^ 
pretext for his change of conduct. After having *—v —* 
lavifhed on thefe Chriftians the name of Giaurs, 
which fignifies dog, and given vent to his con¬ 
tempt and hatredj he ordered all the troop to be 
difarmed, even the governor, when he demanded 
of him what fecurity he would give him for the 
veflels which were to tranfport his foldiers and 
citizens to Candia. Bragadin having replied that 
none was due, as the capitulation did not men¬ 
tion any; that the bafhaw muft be contented 
with his oath and that of all the other chiefs, 
which were as good as any fecurity whatfoever i 
Muftapha immediately declared, that he would 
retain as prifoners thofe who were prefent, ’till 
the vcffels fhould be returned from Candia. The 
governor exclaimed againft this perfidy, perhaps 
with more reafon than prudence, and all re¬ 
proached Muftapha with his treachery. The 
bafhaw inftantly ordered all thefe nobles to be 
loaded with chains, though they were in his tent 
on the faith of his word; and he told them, with 
a barbarous fmile, that, if their Chrift did not 
wreft them from his hands, they might expert to 
perifh. During this bafe quarrel, the janiffaries 
had received orders to march towards the town. 
Muftapha followed them at a little diftance, and 
had all thofe loaded with irons who were pre* 
paring to go to Candia; ho declared them haves 
to the grand feignior his mafter, as likewife all 
vol, n. X thofe 
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j.c. *57** thofir who fhould remain in the town, and who 
*—v—* would not enjoy their property there but through 
' his great favor. The effects already carried 
on board the veffels were pillaged by the janif- 
faries, as likewife every thing belonging to the 
Cyprians that propofed to quit the country, and 
who had been juft loaded with chains. The 
balhaw caufed thofe, who had accompanied 
Bragadin, to be beheaded in his prefence. This 
generous governor was himfelf ordered to be 
executed; and, by a refinement of cruelty, they 
made him prefent his head feveral times to the 
block without linking. Muftapha ordered him 
to be loaded with ftones defigned to repair the 
breaches, and to be put to the hardeft and moft 
mortifying labour. As this illuftrious, unfortu¬ 
nate man refitted all thefe indignities, he had him 
flayed alive, faying, that it was but equitable that 
he, who had fhed fo much Ottoman blood, Ihould 
lofe all his own in dying; then having had his 
(kin filled with ftraw, he hung it up to one of 
the yards of his galley, and carried to Cotiftan* 
tinople this pretended monument of his viftory, 
a monument much rather of his barbarity and 
treachery. 

He returns Before he brought back his fleet to Conftan- 
tinople, Muftapha had the fortifications of Fa- 
magufta and Nicofia repaired. He diftributed 
twenty thoufand men in different towns to guard 
the ifle of Cyprus: he eftabliihed a fangiac there 

according 
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according to the power which he had received f c ->57>. 
for that purpofe from the Porte} after which he 
put to fea, and returned to his own country, 
without having met the confederate fleet* Rich 
as this conqueft was, it had coft too many crimes 
to be truly glorious. Muftapha was received in 
the port of Conftantinople with great honors and 
all the magnificence of triumph. It fe,emed juft, 
that he, who was polluted with fo many murders, 
lhould perilh 'in his. turn by a violent death. 

This was what his enemies hoped for but they 
could not obtain it. 

The grand vizier Mehemet had not pardoned Mufhphl 
Muftapha’s having caufed the expedition of - 

Cyprus to be refolved on againft his advice. 

This fuccefs, fo advantageous for the Ottoman 
empire, humbled more and more the prime mi- 
nifter: he feared, with reafon, that a voluptuous 
monarch, equally .incapable of Rearing the 
fatigues of war and of fuftajning the; weight of 
government, would one day prefer a conquering 
general to a minifter recommendable by no one 
brilliant a&lon. A Turkifh manufeript fays, 
that Mehemet attacked Muftapha, as the animal 
which, during the fleeping of the crocodile, enters 
its body by the mouth wide open, and gnaws its 
entrails. Whilft the balhaw, puffed up with his 
fuccefs, was looking upon himfelf as the fupport 
of his matter and the idol of the empire, the 
grand vizier fecretly undermined him, complain- 

yoL. n, X 2 ing 
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ing to Selim both of Muftapha’s arrogance, and 
his infidelity in the divifion of the booty of the 
ifle of Cyprus, which he faid had been immenfe, 
and of which but very little had been received by 
the troops and the empire. They never thought 
of reproaching him with his perfidy to the go¬ 
vernor and garrifon of Famagufta, or with the 
blood which he had fpilt to no purpofe; thefe 
were no crimes in the eyes of the Turks. Me- 
hemet chofe rather to fuppofe this general whom 
he wanted to get rid of guilty of rapine. Muf- 
tapha was ftripped of his honors and fent to a 
diftant fangiacate of little confequence. Selim 
durft not have him executed, left the noife of his 
death fhould have too great an effeift on the 
janifiaries, who had affifted at his conquefts, and 
among the people, who had witneffed his tri¬ 
umph. At the lame time the grand vizier or¬ 
dered Piali to be difpoflelTed of the charge of 
, captain baihaw. This laft was reproached only 
with negligence in his duty, and not having fuf- 
ficiently defolated the coafts belonging to the 
Venetians. The place of captain baihaw was 
given to Ali, who paid dearly for the example of 
Piali as we lhall prefently- fee. 

The confederates, who had left their enemy 
the time to get pofieflion of the ifle of Cyprus, 
found themfelves at length in a ftate to put to 
fea two hundred and twenty galleys, fome of 
which belonged to the Order of Malta, fix Ve¬ 
netian 
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netian galeaffes, and twenty-five other veffels 
pinks. This powerful fleet was, according to v —*—' 
the treaty, commanded by Don John of Auftria; 
but this fame treaty preferibed to the chief to let 
the operations be decided in council by the plu¬ 
rality of voices. Though the fleet was ready* 
to leave the port of Meflina, it was not yet deter¬ 
mined what maritime place to attack. The Ve¬ 
netian admiral propofed fighting rather the 
Turkifh fleet, which was reported to be already 
at fea, and he reprefented this expedition as the 
quickeft, fureft, and moft glorious, becaufe the 
Turkifh veffels are never fo well formed nor 
fkilfully managed as thofe of the Chriftians. 

There was no doubt but the Turks would foon 
approach the coafts belonging to the republic, or 
fome other Chriftian power ; fo that the enemy 
was not difficult to be found. Don John of 
Auftria, young, full of ardour, well feconded too 
by thefe Venetians, able mariners, who defired to 
revenge the misfortunes of their country, longed 
like them to fignalize himfelf by a memorable 
victory. Doria’s timid counfels were not at¬ 
tended to. They fent three galleys on the look 
out, which foon learned that the Turkifh fleet, 
confifting of three hundred fail, had entered the 
gulf of Lepanto. The Lepantians had already 
forrendered without ftriking a blow; and what 
belonged to the Venetians in this gulf did not 
promife to make a better refiftance. 

Don 
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jx.1579. D 0 u John crowded all his fails and plied hi& 
*—v—* oars to enter the gujf. All bafliaw, who might 
Battle or jj ave come out before the arrival of his enemy, 

Lcpanto 

where the c hofe rather to wait for him there. He thought 

Turks lofe , 

■oft aii himfelf fuperior in force, and would not be ac- 
’ cufed, like his predeceffor, of Ihunning brilliant- 
occafions. His lieutenants, better failors than 
he, vainly endeavoured to convince him, that, in 
a narrow place like the gulf of Lepanto, he would 
lofe the advantage of number, particularly as he 
had no galleys which worked fo well as thofe of 
the enemy. The bafliaw of the fea would hear 
nothing; but he began to repent of his raflinefs 
when he faw the enemy’s fleet, mueh more nu*». 
merous than he had at firfl; thought it, occupy in 
a ftraight line the fame fpace which he did,in a 
crefcent, that is, nearly the breadth of the gulf. 
The facility with which this fleet was ranged in 
battle, threw the Turks into the greateft aftonifli- 
ment. The fix Venetian galeafies, advanced 
beyond the front, began the battle by a terrible 
fire, both of artillery and fmall arms, which 
reached every part of the crefcent. This curbed 
line of the Turks was foon broken : the add refs 
with which the Venetians, Spaniards, and all the 
confederates, worked their galleys, decided the 
battle in a very fliort time. The two admiral 
galleys attacked one another with great fury: 
they were equally well defended. The captain 
bafliaw’s carried four hundred janiflaries, and 

Pon 
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Don John of Auftria's as many chofen men. J- c ->57«- 

. ' ' J . Heg. 979- 

The young prince and the Turkifh admiral *-— ^ 
wiflied equally to meet. The two veffels foon 
grappled. Don John gained the grappling of 
his adverfary* and, after a moft obftinate en¬ 
gagement, having forced him to retire into the 
cabin, he preffed, him fo clofe, that Ali, and 
almoft all his crew, loft their lives there. Don 
John immediately ordered the colours of the 
league to be hoifted on the galley which he had 
juft taken, and he.had the head of the captain 
baftiaw fattened to the main-maft head; after 
which he manoeuvred this veil'd with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that he carried with him every where terror 
and vidory. Almoft all the Chriftian galleys 
were as fortunate as the admiral. The Turkifh 
bands of Haves were compofed moftly of Chrif* 
tians. As foon as a crew had the difadvantage, 
the galley-flaves declared for thofe whom they 
.confidered as their deliverers, and the galley fur- 
rendered prefently. Though vi&ory inclined 
early towards the confederates, the refiftance of 
the Turks was long and bloody: their defpair 
made them fell their lives dearly. Otchiali, 
baihaw of Algiers, and lieutenant to Ali, after 
having fought feveral hours as valiantly as the 
misfortune of the Turks would permit him, faved 
thirty veffels by favor of the night. All the reft 
of the fleet was taken or funk. The lofs of the 
Ottomans was eftimated at thirty thoufand men, , 

without 
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jx. 1571. w ;thout counting fifteen thoufand Chriftian flaves 
which the confederates fnatched from captivity. 
The Chriftians took a hundred and fixty-one gal¬ 
leys, twelve galliots, aud feveral other hulks run 
aground and broken in pieces, a hundred and 
feventeen pieces of large cannon, two hundred 
and fifty-fix lefs ones, and eighteen pedereros. 
They employed a fortnight in dividing the 
fpoils. Doria hinted to Don John, that, being 
admiral of the league, he ought to take for him- 
felf the moft confiderable part of the booty, which 
he did not fail of doing, notwithftanding the re¬ 
clamations. Colonna informed the pope, that, 
after the battle with the Infidels, the Chriftians 
were feveral times on the point of fighting with 
one another for the divifion of the fpoils. He 
took two children of Ali’s, whom he conduced 
to Rome in triumph* as pledges and proofs of 
jhe vi&ory. 

Conftema. The neWS the defeat ° f Le P ant ° threW the 

Turksafter em P eror Selim into defpair. He felt the humi- 

‘hebattle Nation with which his troops were covered; and 

cfhcpsnto* # 

in a moment of fury, this weak, barbarous prince 
ordered all the Chriftians that inhabited Conftan-' 
tinople to be flaughtered without diftin&ion of 
fex or age. Mehemet took upon him to prevent 
this fenfelefs maffacre j and when his matter had 
recovered himfelf, he obferved to him, that he 
wanted to add a greater lofs to that which he had 
already met with $ that he would deprive himfelf of 

die 
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the moft induftrious and commercial pirtof his J- c - >571; 
fubje&s; and that at the fame time he would 
break off all correfpondence with the Frank na¬ 
tions, which the Eaft could not do without; It 
was a great deal, in this age, for the Ottomans 
to know how to value and calculate men as other 
people do their property and pieces of money. 
Humanity was almoft unknown at the Porte: 
greedy, voluptuous, haughty flaves are rarely 
men. The confteraacion of the people at thefe 
news was almoft as great as the emperor's. Me- 
hemet took great care to reftrain the public figns 
of grief and difcouragement 5 he fent for the 
Venetian armbaflador, who-, contrary to the law 
of nations, had been retained at the Porte, and 
carefully watched, though he had demanded a 
great many times his audience of difmiffion. As 
this minifter had great difficulty to conceal his 
joy, the grand vizier faid to him : “ Learn, what 
“ thy republic lhall fooa know, that the forces 
“ of the Ottoman empire are always on the in- 
tf crcafe. We have cut off an arm from the 
<c ftate of Venice by wrefting the ifle of Cyprus 
" from it. Killing our men and taking our vef- 
•** fels from us as you have done, is nothing more 
“ than (having our beards, which will grow the 
“ thicker for it.” Notwithftanding this pre¬ 
tended confidence, Mehemet adviftd his mafter 
to remove his court to Adrianople. And indeed, 
if the victorious fleet had taken advantage of the 
vol. n, Y circum- 
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^•*5^* circmpftanecs, nothing could have prevented it 
, -" v —■* from penetrating to Conftantinople; but a body 
tians are of confederates has always feveral heads: when 
profit by k. they fliould have beeh adting they were deli¬ 
berating } and though all agreed to take advan¬ 
tage of fuch a fortunate moment, after propoling 
feveral expeditions, to each of which there was 
always fome obftacle, notwithftanding Colonna’s 
promifes to the fenate of Venice, and the tenor of 
the treaty, Doria brought back his galleys to 
Meflina; Don John conducted his to the port of 
Naples; Colonna returned with the pope’s; thofe 
pf Malta re-entered their ports; and tlfe Vene¬ 
tians remained alone mailers of the fea. In vain ' 
did the fenate change its admiral, becaufe Veniero»‘ 
who commanded their fleet, and to whom great 
part of the viftory of Lepanto was due, difpleafed 
Don John: the Spaniards had other reafons for 
prolonging the war than the caprice of their 
admiral. Philip II. the moft jealous of men, 
was particularly fo of the fuccefs of Venice, and 
had no mind to have that republic become too 
powerful. The death of Pius V. which happened 
in the mean time, completely difconccrted all 
thefe projects. The fuccefs of the battle of Le¬ 
panto was attended with no other conqueft for 
the Venetians, than hlalgaritr, which coft them 
fcarcely any blood; after which they went to 
,Corfu to wait ’till their allies ihould think fit to 
join them. 


Seliijij 
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Selim, or rather his grand vizier Mehemet, 
knew better how to repair his difafters than the v —«—* 
confederates did to profit by their fuccefs. The 
treafures of the mofques were opened, and timber, SJ-Tdir- 
workmen, failors, and foldiers, were brought ifter6- 
from different parts of Alia, Africa, and Europe. 
Notwithstanding the vices of its government, 
there is no ftate has more refources than Turkey, 
becaufe the land is almoft every where fo fertile* 
that it abounds in materials and men. Whilft 
the emperor was trembling in the feraglio of A- 
drianople, a multitude of fhipwrights were work¬ 
ing in the port of Conftantinople; they made at 
the fame time the hulks of the veffels, the rigging, 
the fails, and the mate. Otchiali, bafhaw of 
Algiers, the beft mariner that the Turks have had 
fince Barbarofla, who, at the battle of Lepanto, 
had alone laved the broken remains of the Otto¬ 
man fleet, was juft made captain bafhaw. He 
over-looked all thefe works, and in lefs than fix 
months, two hundred galleys, all equipped, co¬ 
vered the port of Conftantinople. The captain 
bafhaw was ordered to carry them foon to fea. 

It was highly nicefiary to fhew the Chriftians that 
the Ottoman forces were always regfeherating. 

The fleet, juft by way of fhewing itfelf, went off 
the ifle of Malvafia, feerilingly as if it would feek 
the enemy, which the prudent bafhaw had no 
defire to meet with. 

vol. n. T 1 The 
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Hts'/siso. The, new pope, Gregory XIII, had already 
endeavoured to reunite the membera of the con- 
'fcderaey^ Colonn# had left Corfu with thirteen 
nucgaia.^ajleys. Philip II. on the repeated complaints 
of the pope, had fenc twenty-two galleys there* 
Thefe two fquadrons, joined to the hundred gal¬ 
leys which the republic of Venice had not dis¬ 
armed Since the preceding year, made all together- 
a hundred and thirty-five, without counting feme 
high-built veffels belonging to the three powers^ 
This was not fulfilling the conditions of the 
treaty on the part of Philip II. ; but this fleet* 
lighter aAd, better armed than that of. the Turks, 
though much lefs numerous, would have beaten 
it without doubts if all the chiefs had been ani¬ 
mated with the fame fincerity and interefffor the 
common,caufe. Don John remained.at Medina 
by order of the court of Madrid. The Chriftian 
TheTurk- fleet failed in queft of the Turks. Otchiali, who 
chriftian had advifed his predeceffor not to wait for the 
Jive each confederates in the gulf of LepantQ, would much 
TdiftMce. lefs have done it with new galleys conftru&ed in 
hafte, and with fajlors and even pilots little 
formed for the fea, in. fine, with a fleet thoroughly 
new, and on which he could not much depend, 
if he had not been furc that*the Chriftians would 
not come to a£tion. Qn the arrival of the con¬ 
federates off Cerigq, they difeovered the Ottoman 
fleet. Their van guard cannonaded at a great 
fliffance the rear guard of the Turks. . The two 

fleets 
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fleets remained fome time in prefence of each 
other j but in fpite of the folicitations of the «—v—» 
Venetians, neither Colonna nor the Spaaifh ad¬ 
miral would approach nearer. The generalidifdo d™ John 

. joins the 

of the confederacy*. Don John, difpatehed a bri • confederate 

_ r 1 * fleet. 

gantine to order his fleet to come for him at 
Corfu,, where he had brought thirty new galleys. 

Whiltt the Chriftians were thus retrograding, the 
Turks remained matters of the fea. The latter The Spa 
indeed wanted only to appear formidable, and the 
Spaniards wifhed only to appear to afiift the Ve- 
netians. .; Don fohn had not left Medina, and‘° £°* ni L 

* . attack the 

been three weeks at the head of the Chrittian Turks. • 
fleet, when he gave notice that he was going to 
fejjarate for want of provifioos. The Venetians, 
who wanted to befiege Navarino, combated this 
new pretext with offering bifcuit to the Spaniards ? Don John 
but the prince wanted provifions, only becaufehe bldf’the 
was refolved to want them. The Spaniards once 
more quitted the fleet* 

Thefe news excited both indignation and grief 
at Venice. The fenators, who always regretted 
the ide of Cyprus, had flattered themfelves that 
the fuccefs of Lepanto would have enabled them 
to recover that rich country. But their doge, 
Mocenigo, who had more credit with the re¬ 
public than his dignity had given his predeceffors, 
ftrongly reprefented, that falfe friends, fuch as 
the Spaniards, were more dangerous than open 
(enemies? that with fuch fuccours the fenate 

would 
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*57^ w,ould never recover the ifle of Cyprus; that the 
v—> policy of Philip II. prolonged the war, only to 
enervate the republic by making it furnilh double 
the number of veflels ftipulated in the treaty, 
and putting it to an immenfe expence, without 
permitting a fleet of fuch ftrength and coft to be 
of the leaft utility; that the republic xould not 
refill: the Turks by itfelf; that therefore it was 
requifite to take advantage of this phantom of a 
confederacy to conclude an advantageous peace, 
before the Turks fhould perceive the mifunder-' 
Handing which divided the confederates. Thefe 
reafons prevailed. The ambafiador, who was 
always like a prifoner at Conftantinbple, received 
orders to negotiate. Mehemet, whom the con¬ 
federate fleet made uneafy, and who knew very 
Well that there was but little dependance to be 
put on that which Otchiali commanded, fhewed 
himfelf lefs difficult than he had before appeared. 
Francis Denoailles, bifliop of Acqs, at that time 
ambaffador from France to the Porte, and who 
enjoyed a confideration which no Chriftian mi- 
nifter had ever experienced there before him } 
affifted the Venetians with all his addrefs and the 
credit of his matter. This ambaflador, who 
knew how to treat with the Ottomans, threatened 
to make the confederacy more numerous and 
powerful, though, during the reign of Charles IX. 
France was not fufficiently tranquil to enter into 
quarrels in which it was fo little interefted, 

Francis 
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Francis Denoailles reprefented to the Turks all 
Chriftendom as ready to join in the league. 

This intimidated Mehemet. It was agreed that 
the Venetians fhould reftore $he cattle of Zapofo 
which they had taken in the, beginning of the 
war; that they fhould pay the Porte three hun¬ 
dred thoufand ducats by three equal payments; 
and that the ancient limits fhould be eftablifhed 
in Dalmatia. When the treaty was brought to 
the Venetian ambaffador to fxgn, as it was written 
in Turkifh, becaufe the Ottomans do not believe 
themfelves bound by agreements written in a fo¬ 
reign language, the ambaffador refufed to figa 
before his druggerman had read it. The latter 
having feen that there was nothing faid therein 
refpefting the re-eftablifhment of the limits of 
Dalmatia, the Venetian minifter complained in 
fevere terms. The French ambaffador recom¬ 
menced his threats; the treaty was prepared anew, ^ d c ed c *^ 
•and figned by both parties. But the; execution 
of the claufe, which the Turks had attempted to re P“! >lic ofl 
withdraw, fuffered an infinity of difficulties* The 
Venetians fent an officer to Dalmatia to fix thefe 
limits with the bafhaw of the province. After 
long difeufiions, the republic, to avoid recom¬ 
mencing the war, gave up the territory de¬ 
pendant on Sebenico which belonged to it, 
and which the Turks were obftinately bent on 
keeping. 


Whilff 
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j.c.1573. WJbilft they were difputing about the limits of 

Wtg. 981. J ** 

v—* Datatatia> Francis Dcnoailks defircd to he ad- 
Blitted to the audience of the grand feignior, 
to a th™au edw ^° was returnC( l t0 Conftantinopte. Mehemet, 
dience of having learned that the French ambaffador was 

the grand , . , . , 

fei*nior, a not going to carry any prefents to lay at his high- 

refufes to D 0 , . , _ - ...... 

carry him nefs's feet, determined at firft to refufe his 
srefenta. requeft. As Francis Denoailles threatened to 
return to his court, if he were not granted the 
honors due to the monarch that be reprefented, 
Mehemet offered to furnifh him with prefents to 
carry his highnefs. The ambaffador replied, that 
it was not through a fordid oeeonomy that his 
matter refufed prefents to the grand feignior, but 
that it was known in France that the fultan con- 
fidered this offering from foreign powers as a ho¬ 
mage due to his crown j that it was precifely this 
homage which his mafter meant to refufe a fove- 
reign who was in every thing his equal. The affair 
of the limits of Dalmatia was not fettled ■, Mehe¬ 
met, who was defirous to have a peace, took care 
how he offended the only Chriftian power which 
he could confider as the friend of the Ottoman 
court. The bifhop of Acqs was admitted to the 
audience of the emperor j and he acquired at 
Conftantinople the confideration which his fuc- 
ceffors have fince enjoyed, and which the other 
Chriftian minifters have in vain afpired at. 

In the mean time, Selim received an ambaffa¬ 
dor from a Chriftian prince, who, far from re¬ 
filling 
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/tiling him homage, fent to receive at his feet the ^•*573* 
inveftiture of his fovereignty. This was the *—/—-» 
celebrated Stephen Battori, who, fince the .recent wode*f y " 
death of king Stephen Zapoli, had been eleded 
prince of Tranfylvania. King Stephen had pe- fnvemt^ 
rilhed in a few hours. Thofe, who difcern a p^e. 
crime wherever fome one is interefted in com¬ 
mitting it, rumoured abroad that this prince, the 
laft of his race, had been poifoned;. Stephen 
Battori, whole talents and courage were known 
to all the Tranfylvanians, was placed by a power¬ 
ful faction on the throne of Tranfylvania. The 
new lovereign fent forthwith a tribute to the 
Porte, in order to obtain the inveftiture of the 
ftate which he was unable to hold but of that 
court. Selim received his prefents, and. fent him/ 
by a chiau the mace of arms and the fword, the 
marks of his fovereignty. He forbade him to 
make an alliance with any Chriftian or other 
prince without the participation of his fovereign 
paramount. The grand feignior powerfully pro¬ 
tected likewife another feudatory} for the re¬ 
membrance of Solyman, and the difcipline which 
that prince had eftablilhed in his armies, ren¬ 
dered his fuccelfor formidable. From the mid¬ 
dle of his haram he took or gave crowns at his 
will. Ivan, waywode of Moldavia, had afcended 
that throne by a revolution excited by the cruel¬ 
ties of his predecelfor. Ivan, born a Moldavian, 
embraced Iflamifm at Conftantinople. He foon 
voi.. u. Z perceived 
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lifg '9*1' Perceived that this apoftafv, by procuring him the 
prote&ion of the Turks, had alienated his fub* 
wants to jefts from him. As he had turned MufTulman to 
doubk tri- pleafe the Turks, he returned to Chriftianity to 
the way- 1 ” regain the affe&ion of the Moldavians. The 
-Moldavia, grand feignior’s minifters immediately claimed 
whotefufes ,j ou ijj e tr ibute of Ivan, firft, as waywode of Tran- 

prince? 31 fylvania, fecondly, as Chriftian. Ivan having re- 
terminate t0 P a y this exa&ion, the waywode of Wa- 
brother'of h‘ s neighbour and enemy, offered the 

the way- double tribute demanded by the Porte, if the 
wabchia grand feignior would give Moldavia to Peter, 
throne of his brother, and troops to fupport his preten- 

Moldaria. • . r . 

lions. Prior to the commencing of any hoftility, 
Selim or his minifters fent a chiau to the way¬ 
wode of Moldavia to fummon him to pay forty 
thoufand crowns inftead of twenty thoufand. 
The Moldavian haughtily replied, that he fhould 
employ that money to raife troops which fhould 
free his fubje&s from the vexation that the Porte 
wanted to exercife againft them; and he ordered 
the chiau to retire, without making him the 
fmalleft prefent. The Moldavians raifed feveral 
corps of Coffacks, warlike and indefatigable fol- 
diers, accaftomed to defend their country from 
the incurfions of the barbarians. Thefe fuccours, 
joined to ten thoufand Moldavians, marched 
againft Peter, the brother of the waywode of 
Walachia, and rival of Ivan, who had palled the 
Moldaw at the head- of twenty thoufand Turks 

and 
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and as many Walachians. Some hiftorians make J- c - i sn- 

. Heg. 981, 

this army amount to more than a hundred ,thou- '—/—-» 
fand men againft all probability, and even polfi- 
bility. Be that as it may, the Coffacks and Mol¬ 
davians cut to pieces an . army much more conli- 
derable than theirs. Ivan entered Walachia. It 
was decided in the divan of Conftantinople, that 
greater efforts were requifite to reduce this rebel. 

Ninety thoufand men were fent to Walachia un¬ 
der the command of the beglerbeg Achmet. 

Ivan made incredible efforts to levy troops. His 
courage and liberality procured him more foldiers 
than Moldavia and Walachia together could pro¬ 
perly furnifh. When he had collected near fifty 
thoufand men, he gave the command of thirteen 
thoufand of them to one of his lieutenants, whom 
he believed his friend, and whofe life he had 
faved in the lall battle, conjuring him to defend 
the paffage of the Danube in the place where the 
Turks would in all probability attempt it. The 
two Walachian princes,who knew Ivan’s-lieutenant 
better than his mailer did, offered him thirty 
thoufand ducats to leave the paffage of the river 
free, which he could very well defend they re¬ 
quired likewife that he Ihould deceive his mailer 
in the number of men that they were bringing 
into Walachia. This perfidious wretch fent 
word to Ivan, thac the Turks had paffed the 
Danube before he had been 4 ble to reach the 
borders of the river j that as for the reft, their 

VOL. 11. Z 2 army 
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££ ijn* army amounted to upwards of thirty thoufand 
v—-» men of had troops, Ivan, too confident, believed 
the man who was betraying him. He joined 
him; but he faw, when it was too late, that his 
perfidious lieutenant had drawn him into an am- 
bufcade. To fight bravely was all he had to 
trull to. Ivan, furrounded on every fide in a 
difadvantageous fituation, did not defpair of cut¬ 
ting his way through, at the head of his brave 
Cofiacks and Moldavians, who loved him as much 
as they hated the Turks. He gave the fignal for 
beginning the battle. To add to his misfortune, 
the aftion was no fooner begun, than his lieute¬ 
nant deferted to the enemy with ten thoufand 
men out of the thirteen thoufand which he had 
commanded. It is true that the Turku, who 
thought only of taking advantage of this perfidy, 
contributed to punilh it, for they forced this 
corps to begin the battle, as it was not yet united 
to the army to which it had deferted. The , 
Moldavians cut all thefe traitors to pieces, with¬ 
out the Turks’ making the leaft motion to fuftain 
them. But as the Moldavians in their rage had 
attacked this troop of turn-coats with too much 
earneftnefs, the Turks attacked them in their 
turn when they faw them in diforder. The fupe- 
riority of number foon decided this affaih It 
poll Ivan more than two thirds of his army to 
gain a mountain, on which he intrenched himfelf. 

Thi| 
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This brave prince, reduced to extremities, n0 
longer thought but of the fate of thofe who had '— 
embraced his quarrel. He offered the beglerbeg ™ 8 e "f T * 
to furrender himfelf, on condition of being con- M° Idavia 
dudled to Conftantinople, where he fhould have He furren - 

r , ders to the 

his liberty and a penfion proportionable to the Turks, 
dignity which he loft; that all his followers 
fhould be permitted to return to their homes, 
without any attempt’s being made on their 
lives, liberties, or properties, and that the new 
waywode .of Moldavia fhould grant a general 
amnefty for all the palled. Thefe conditions 
were folemnly fworn to feven different times by 
the beglerbeg on the Alcoran and by his mailer’s 
head} and by Peter, the new waywode, on the 
Gofpel. Ivan immediately on this ftripped him¬ 
felf of every thing valuable about him to bellow 
On the Colfack, Moldavian, and Walachian offi¬ 
cers, who were around him, giving them even 
his fword and poinard fet with diamonds. 

After having embraced them all, he left them 
with tears in his eyes. On his arrival at the 
Ttirkilh camp, he was received at firll with the 
attention promifed him j but foon after a quarrel 
arofe between the beglerbeg arid Ivan. The 
Turkilh general having laid his hand on, his r H “ 
fword, thofe, who were around, malfacred the cends the 
waywode at his feet. The broken remains of his Moldavia, 
army were purfued. The Turks ftripped and 
put in chains all the Coftacks and Moldavians 

that 
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iic S ! *$• ^ at the y cou ^ take, and Petet was placed on the 
v—' throne of Moldavia amidft the tears of the peo¬ 
ple who regretted Ivan. 

During this revolution, too much more rapid 
ones happened in the kingdom, of Tunis, and 
which were more advantageous to the Ottoman 
empire. The Tunifians, opprefled by the Spa¬ 
niards, and llill more by their tributary king 
whom thefe laft protedled, implored the afliftance 
of the Porte againft Amida their tyrant, fon of 
Muley Hafcen. This monfter had put his father 
and feveral brothers to death, in order to ufurp 
the throne of Tunis. As he governed with a rod 
of iron, not fparing his fubjefts more than his 
own family, the people complained to the divan, 
which feized this occafion of extending its power 
in a Mahometan country not yet brought under 
its authority. Otchiali failed thither with his 
Amida, fleet, and took the Goletta by furprife. Amida* 
Tuni°, is as timid as cruel, fled from Tunis as foon as he 
from his knew that the enemy was mailer of his ftrongeft 
* kron *’ rampart. Otchiali fet up without oppofition ano¬ 
ther king in this Hate, whom hiftory does not 
name. The Turkjlh fleet continued but a Ihort 
time in this fea. As foon as it had failed to ra¬ 


vage other coafts, Don John of Auftria, who 
ferved his mailer better than the Venetians, failed 
towards Tunis with a fleet of a hundred and fifty 
yeflfels belonging for the moll part to Spain, and 
fome pf them to the pope, the Florentines, and 

the 
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the Order of Malta. Though the Goletta might jj^ *57J* 
be confidered as one of the ftrongeft places on ‘— 
any coaft, the Spaniards recovered it with as much of Aultri* 
eafe as they had loft it j they entered Biferta and Tunuuns, 
Tunis likewife, without much bloodlhed, and them an in* 
put in.chains the king whom Otchiali had placed faatkiDS * 
on the throne. Amida haftened to reclaim the 
heritage which he had acquired only by parricide* 
but the horror with which he.infpired the Tu- 
nifians was fuch, that Don John did not dare re- 
llore him his crown. He chofe rather to give 
thefe pedple a king of twelve years old, younger 
brother of Amida, whom this monfter had fpared, 
becaufe he did not think he had any thing to fear 
from him. Several have thought that, Don John 
intended this throne forhimfelfj that he flattered 
himfelf with obtaining the confent of his brother 
Philip II. and the pope, of whom it was ftill be¬ 
lieved in this-age that all the kingdoms ought to 
be held; and that it was for this reafon he placed 
on the throne of this petty kingdom a child 
whom it would be eafier to pull down than an 
African corfair. Amida embarked for Sicily 
with his family, where it is faid he turned Chrif- 
tian. Don John, in order to affiire himfelf of 
Tunis, built a fort of fix baftions between 
that town and the Goletta. He left in the two. 
places fix thoufand infantry, Spaniards or Italians, 
and gave the command of thefe troops to count 
Sarbelloni. Thus the Moors of Tunis were 

really 
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J£ >57,. really under Don John, though they were left 
*—'—* a phantom of a king. 

The example of the Moors of Granada could 
Htg". '982! not but make them dread the yoke of the Spa- 
fiansfoikit n i ar ^ s< Several of them had fled from that king- 
/romThe ^om, an{ ^ it was with horror only that they re- 
Porte. called to mind what their fathers and themfelves 
had differed in Granada and the Alpuxares. The 
love of their religion and of repofe made them 
wilh to become a province of Turkey. Several 
brigantines, di{patched from the port of Tunis, 
went to Conftantinople to make propofals. The 
grand vizier, Mehemet, who had feen this date 
change mailers twice in fo Ihort a time, thought 
it would be eafy to acquire a lading pofleffion of 
it, if the people Tided with his mailer. He would 
fain be certain that the Venetians would remain 
in peace during this new quarrel. He lent a 
Jew, called Rabbi Solomon, as ambaflador to the 
fenate, to reprefen t to them, that the republic 
ought to be as diflatisfied as the Porte with its 
pretended ally, Philip II. ; that this prince, who 
had conftantly betrayed them throughout the pre¬ 
ceding war, was as much the enemy of the Vene¬ 
tians as the Turks; that the grand feignior 
- propofed to the republic to unite their forces 
againd Philip, to recover what had belonged on 
the coads to each of thefe two powers. The fe¬ 
nate replied that, though they were much obliged 
to the fultan for his offers, they could not think 

of 
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of undertaking, a war, without a caufe, againfi: an 1 574 - 
ancient ally, and that they would Continue to ob- 1 —* 
ferve towards both powers engaged in war the 
terms of a profound peace and of an exadl neu¬ 
trality. This was all that Mehemet wanted. He 
immediately began to think ferioufly of getting 
pofifelfion of Tunis, and he chofe for this expedi¬ 
tion Sinan balhaw, to whom he gave the com¬ 
mand of forty thoufand men embarked on board 
a hundred galleys commanded by Otchiali. The 
fix thoufand Spaniards left by Don John, in the 
Goletta, in the new fort, and in Tunis, could not 
refill fuch a powerful army, efpecially as the na¬ 
tives had declared againfi: them. 

As foon as the Ottoman fleet appeared in fight, 
the young king wanted to fend African troops to 
the Goletta to reinforce the garrifon ; but he loon 
perceived that he had no other refource than in a 
fpeedy flight. To add to the difgrace, a mifun- 
derftanding happened among the Spanilh officers. 
Portocarrero, who commanded in the Goletta, re- 
fufed to receive orders from count Sarbelloni, who 
had been appointed commander in chief. Not- 
withftanding this mifunderftanding, both made a 
gallant defence, the one in the Goletta and the 
other in the new fort. After having loft almoft 
. all their foldiers, both were wounded and taken, 
and both died of their wounds. 

Sinan, conqueror of Tunis, declared himfelf 
balhaw of it for Selim his mailer; but as all the 

vol. ii. A a inhabitants 



x«2 HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 

Ifes'/gist. inhabitants of the coaft of Africa love their li- 
'——' berty, and he had intereft to pleafe thefe people 
who within fo Ihort a time had thrown off the 
lepubn^t y° ke different matters, the Turkifh com- 
Tunis. mander refolved to found at Tunis a republic, 
which fhould govern under the eyes of a bafliaw 
and the protection of the emperor. He eftab- 
lifhed a divan j officers whofe power and exercife 
were to laft but a limited time; franchifes and 
duties which the people were to gather by their 
own agent, out of which they were to pay the 
emperor fixed fums; and a well difeiplined, nu¬ 
merous, and permanent garrifon, in order to fe- 
cure this new republic from a furprife.' It was 
Angular to fee a minifter who was a Have, and 
who had grown old under the rod of defpotifm, 
conceive republican ideas, and put them in exe¬ 
cutions and what is ftill more extraordinary, thefe 
laws were adopted by the divan of Conftan- 
tinople. The ftace of Tunis continues at this 
day to be governed in the fame manner, with only 
fome variations produced by revolutions. 

Though there were as many great achieve¬ 
ments performed in Selim’s reign as in thofe of 
his predeceffors, yet they regarded the emperor 
no more than having patted whilft he was ine- 
• briating himfelf with his favorites or forgetting 
himfelf with his women. His grand vizier, Me- 
hemet, who had pofleffed himfelf of the fovereign 
power, and who had found but few obftacles in 

the 
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the divan, without appearing himfelf at the head J ,c,! 574- 

c « 0 Heg. 982. 

or the troops, had employed them ufefully for ^ 
the glory of the empire. In the middle of this 
profperity, Selim was attacked by a fevere ill- 
nefs, caufed by his intemperance and debau¬ 
cheries, which carried him off in the fifty-fecond 
year of his age, in the month of December 1C74, ?“ thof 
after a reign of eight years and fome months. 

The grand vizier, Mehemet, concealed the 
emperor’s death, as he had done that of Solvman 
his father, in order to give Amurath III. his fon 
and fucceffor, time to arrive from Amafia where 
he refided. 


AMUR A T H III. 

TWELFTH REIGN. j.c. 

Heg. 982, 
tic 9S3. 

A MUR AT H was thirty-one years old when Amurath 
X he began to reign : he arrived at Conftan- 
tinople in the middle of the night. His impa- ” e ot h h a e s rs hh 
tience had made him pafs the ftraits of Gallipoli 
-in the dark, though the fea was at that time much j^ 0 ^/ 8 * 
agitated. This was the only danger he would . with 
ever run during his whole reign. On his arrival t,death> 
at the door of the feraglio, it was with difficulty 
he could procure it to be opened; having at 
length difcovered himfelf to the boftangi pachi, 
vol. n, Aa2 the 
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j.c.1575. latter ran to inform the grand vizier, Mehe- 
& 9 8 3- met, of it, who, not knowing his mailer’s fon, 
came to receive him, and conduced him with 
great refpeft into the fultanefs-mother or valid's 
apartment, whofe name hiftory does not mention. 
Mehemet having afked the fultanefs if this was 
prince Amurath ■, on the teftimony of his mother, 
the grand vizier proftrated himfelf at his feet, 
and, railing his hands to Heaven, he offered 
up prayers for the prolperity of his reign. All 
the officers of the feraglio crowded to pay their 
refpefts, or rather adore, their fultan. Selim's 
death was publilhed as foon as the fun appeared. 
The fame day was employed in burying the em¬ 
peror and proclaiming his fucceffor ; but this 
day was ftained by a crime which the Turks have 
termed an aft of policy, and which the chief of 
their religion was not alhamed to authorife. The 
mufti, being confulted on what was proper to be 
done with the five princes fprung from the blood 
of Selim, the oldeft of whom was not eight years 
of age, decided, conformably to the wilhes of the 
new emppror, that it was right to put them to 
death, left they ffiould one day trouble their bro¬ 
ther’s reign. This cruel fentence was executed 
under Amurath’s eyes, and in prefence of the 
fultanefs-mothers, in order that they might not 
be able to doubt of their no longer having fons. 
One of them ftabbed herfelf with a poniard when 
Ihe faw him ftrangled whom ffie had brought 

into 
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into the world. Amurath, not fatisfied with all J-C-'Svs* 

7 Heg. 9«®, 

riiefe cruelties, ordered two aflakys,* whom his 9 8 3 - f 
father had left with child, to be thrown into the 
fea, and he confined to the old feriglio the four 
remaining fultanefles, .and all the odaliiks that 
had lived with the laffc emperor. 

A Venetian lady, whom he paffionately loved, 
was, for a long time, the only fultanefs. During 
the firft years of t^e reign of Amurath III. not 
one odalilk fhared the bed, or even the fociety 
of the fultan. 

He was not fo conftant in h»s confidence to his 
minifters. He fcarcely ufed his authority but to 
c'change them often. As he was thoroughly inca¬ 
pable of bufinefs, he contributed as much as his 
predecefior to render the authority of the grand 
viziers abfolute. But his policy made him find 
his fecurity in depofing them often and on trifling 
occafions. He found motives for depofing them 
by making ufe of the only mean which the Otto¬ 
man emperors have in their power to know their' 
fubje&s, from whom they are too much feparated 
by the eaftern manners. 

One day, as he was walking difguifed in a 
market of Conftantipople, he met a man who ter he 
complained loudly, curling the kiaia, or grand market. 

vizier’s, 


* They call aiTakys the women who live with the emperor, and to whom 
he has afligned particular apartments in the haram; and odaliiks thofe who 
fieep in the odas or common rooms. The fultanefles are but four in num¬ 
ber } they mull haye had children by the emperor to enjoy that title. 
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fc£ I5 *f' vizier’s lieutenant,* one of whofe molt important 
functions is to provifion the city. The emperor, 
having approached this man, alked what made 1 
him angry, with an air fo interefted, that it pre¬ 
vailed on the Turk to anfwer him : “You are 
“ not able,” fays he, “ to alleviate my chagrin 
rion V of f the" or prevent my having to day fifty baftinades 
emperor tc on t h e foies of my feet, which I certainly have 

with a ' 

cook of « n ot merited. 1 am the cook of an oda of 

t^ejanif- 

Curies. “ janiffaries, and I come here every day to buy 
“ what is neceffary for my divifion j though it is 
“ very early, I find almoft every thing gone, and 
“ what remains is fo dear that I have not found 
enough to ferve all my people. The kiaia puts 
“ fuch an impoft on the things, that there is 
“ not brought to the rrtarket the half of what 
“ is neceffary in order to have a plenty, and 
“ that the janiffaries may live on what the 
“ emperor gives them. The Tgreat men enrich 
“ tbemfelves whilft we are dying with hunger, 
“ arid we are befides beaten for their knavery.” 
The fequel of the converfation convinced the 
emperor that there were really mifdemeanors in 
the provifioning of Conftantinople, and that the 
man who had unvailed them to him was full of 
good fenfe. Amurath, on his return to the fe- 
raglio, fent for this cook, whofe name he had 

taken 

* This lieutenant is not tbc next in rank to the grand vizier j he is oot 
even a bafhaw; thi? officer is a fubftitute who has authority, and wh» 
aflifts the miniftcr rn feveral of his function*/ 
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taken care to learn; he was called Ferhad. This ^.1575* 
man, aftonifhed at being called before the em- ^ 9*3^ 
peror, was ftill much more fo when he perceived 
on the throne, to which he fcarcely durft raife his 
eyes, the very fame perfon to whom he had talked 
fo familiarly hardly two hours before. The em¬ 
peror ordered thefe abufes to be put a ftop to ; 
the kiaia was depofed, and Ferhad was taken 
into the fervice of the feraglio. We Ihall fee 
him in the fequel govern the empire. 

During the firft months, the fullan received He «- 
congratulations from all the crowned heads that veral am- 
had ambaffadors at Conftantinoplc. Perfia fent baffsdo,:s ' 
a minifter extraordinary, on purpofe to compli¬ 
ment the new monarch. The two crowns dis¬ 
played on this occafion all the pomp which was 
thought necefiary on both fides, to give an ad¬ 
vantageous idea whether of the Perfians or the 
Turks. The ambaflador’s retinue was numerous 
and brilliant. The emperor, after having given 
him audience in open divan, left Conftantinople 
under pretence of taking the pleafure of the chafe 
for fome days j but his real defign was to diiplay, 
on his return, the fplendour of his retinue to the 
eyes of the Perfian ambaflador. When the ful- 
tans have been abfent from Conftantinople, only 
a week, they return furroynded with a triumphal, 
pomp. The number of the balhaws, agas, offi¬ 
cers of the feraglio, boftangis, fpahis, capiggis,* 

and 


A tort of Porters or D*or keepers; Bailiffs, 7. 
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Jj-c- 1 77 $-and janiflaries; the magnificence of their drefs, 
9 ^ the Iuftre of their arms, and the beauty of the 
horfes, offer the moft fuperb fpe&acle, and give 
foreigners the higheft idea of the forces of a ftate, 
the capital alone of which contains fo much 
riches, and fuch high-fpirited and numerous 
troops. Amurath did not limit himfelf to dif- 
playing this pomp to the eyes of the ambafladors. 
Without declaring war againft any power, he 
fitted out a formidable fleet in the port of Con- 
ftantinople. The facility with which the veflels 
grew up, as one may fay, under the hands of the 
fhipwrights, aftonifhed as much as the number 
of troops fpread over the city. Every thing at 
Conftantinople prefented the image of war. It 
feemed as if the Turks were made for fighting, as 
other men for cultivating the land on which they 
are born. 

Europe was at that time taken up with an affair 
which interefted the Turks as much as the princes 
of Chriftendom. The death of Charles IX. 
called his brother, Henry of Valois, king of 
Poland, to the crown of France, greatly prefer¬ 
able in every refpeft to that of an elective king¬ 
dom, where the monarch, to fpeak properly, is 
nothing more than the firft magiftrate of a repub¬ 
lic expofed continually to anarchy by the vices of 
its conftitution. The fecret flight of Henry from - 
a people who had pretended to guard their king 
as a ftate prifoner, reftored them the right of 

cleftion. 
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cledtion. The wifeft of the Poles were fenfible J; c,t S 7 S- 

Heg. 902> 

of the necefiity of their republic’s having a mo- 
narch who fhould be fufficiently ftrong by himfelf 
to protect them againft Germany, Ruflia, or 
Turkey. Others, lefs provident, defirous of that 
glory which would refledt on the Polilh nobility, 
if one of them poflefied the throne of his country, 
wanted to have a Polilh noble for king; but this 
party was unable to preyail. Maximilian of 
Auftria, emperor of the Weft, had already per- 
fuaded the major part of the nobles called to the 
diet, that no one could better defend them from 
the ufyrpations of the Germans than the emperor 
of Germany, and that no one would protedt them 
better againft the other powers. This prince He oppofe» 
was on the point of uniting all the fuffrages in 
his favor, when Amu rath, perfuaded by his mi- 
nifters how much it concerned him to divide the p h 0 r ^, of 
Chriftians, wrote to the Polilh diet that he would 
never fuffer the crown of Poland to be-united to 
the imperial crown of the Weft j that it was not 
the intereft Of the republic to become a province 
■of Germany, which would infallibly be the cafe, 
if they permitted the houfe of Auftria to get pof- 
feffion of the crown j that he recommended to 
the diet Stephen Battori, prince of Tranfyl vania, 
worthy by his perfonal qualities to become their 
(overeign. The fuffrage of fuch a power as the 
Turk was of great weight in the diet. It was 
there decided, that the princefs Anne, daughter 
yol.ii, Bb of 
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of Sigifmund Augustus*: thelaft king of, the Ja- 
gelJon family, fliQuld marry Stephen Battori* 
waywode of Tranfylvania, and that this prince 
fhoyld, be declared king of Poland* Thus, Amu. 
rath, endeavoured to found his tranquility, in 
Europe oi> the diffenfions of his neighbours. He 
had conceived the projedt of going to war with 
Perfia. The remembrance of fo many unfor¬ 
tunate expeditions could not divert him from it. 
The Ottomans did not conceive there could be. 
any other glory than that of conqbefts. 

The prejudice of Iflamifm made Amurath much 
more inveterate againfl: the fchifmatic Perfian 
Muflulmen than againfl: the Chriftians. The Per-- 
pan war, at the firft view, feemed to promife to 
be advantageous for the Ottomans. The-fophi is 
not fo powerful as the grand feignior either in 
men or money. He has more feudatory or allied: 
troops than regulars in his pay. The Georgians, 
Armenians, and Afghans, owe a certain fervice 
during a limited time. The chiefs march at the 
head of their vaflals, and retire when their obli¬ 
gation is fulfilled. They contemn in Perfia that 
blind obedience which compofes the eflence of 
the Ottoman empire. Towards the end of the 
fixteenth century, the Perfians were very little 
acquainted with the ufe of artillery •, they did not 
know, how to found cannon, and had procured 
but few from the Chriftian powers that had armed 
them againfl: the Turks j they had likewife hardly 

any 
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any infantry. All their ftrengrii conftfted in bra- JjP* 'Sfs- 
•very and. the cxabt difcipline of a numerous ^ 
cavalry, well mounted and exercifed. Though 
the inner part of Perfia is very fertile, the people 
make but little mone^ of the produ&ions of the 
eafth or their induftry, as the grand feignior, in 
brder to prevent the enriching of his enemies, 
.prohibits his' fubjefts from trading with them, 
except by way of exchange. Thus, the levying 
of troops, the paying and provifioning of them, 
are more difficult with the Perfians than with 
any other oriental people. Notwithftanding 
all thefe difadvantages, we have thus far feen 3 
•that war has always been fatal to the Ottomans 
againft this nation, which poffefles well the art of 
defence* and oppofes, to numerous armies, a 
burning climate and arid deferts, more difficult 
to penetrate than the belt fortified places. 

Amurath thought he had found a favorable J- c - 1476 - 
moment for attacking the Perfians. The fophi 3 Wa S r Jhh 
Shah Abbas, who had for fo long a time made Perfu ' 
war with the Turks* had had three fons. As he 
had fufpe&ed the eldeft of having an inclination 
for the fe£t of Omar, and that the fecond, loaded 
with infirmities* did ndt appear to him proper to 
reign over a great people, he had .chofen the 
yourtgeft for his fucceflbr; and in order to have 
his intentioh executed, he had proclaimed in his 
life time Chaidar king of Perfia (that was the 
name of this third fon), and had given him a 
voL.jr. Bb 2 fhare 
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Heg" *984.' fh are ' n the government. Ilhmael, the eldeft of 
ir —* the three, defigned by nature and right to inherit 
the throne, was fhut up in a caftle. The old fo- 
, phi was greatly refpeded: whilft he lived, every 
thing remained quiet j but at his death, the 
lawful prince came out of prifon; he attacked 
the ufurper, vanquifhed him, had him ftrangled, 
and afcended the throne. It was true that Ifh- 
mael favored the fed of Omar. The perfections 
and injuftice of his father not having changed his 
fentiments, a religious war broke out in Perfia at 
his accefiion, more furious than ever. The party 
of the reigning king lhould feemingly have been 
the ftrongeftj but the zealous difciples of Ali 
found means to deftroy their king for the intereft 
of their faith. His own fifter gave him poifon; 
and Codabonda, the only remaining fon of Shah 
Abbas, a good difciple of Ali, though very inca¬ 
pable of governing, found himfelf nnafter of the 
throne. All thefe revolutions had coft a great 
deal of blood. Perfia was weakened, and the 
vengeance of Iihmael, who had died a martyr to 
the fed of Omar, was an excellent pretext for the 
Ottoman monarch. An infpired iman came to 
tell the emperor, that he had feen in his fleep the 
following infcription in letters of fire: Amuratb , 
conqueror of Perfia. In vain did the grand vizier, 
Mehemet, repeat continually in the divan that a 
war againft Perfia would be always ufelefs to the 
empire, and might become fatal to it; the old 

vizier 
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vizier had not the fame influence over Amurath J; C,15 Z 6 ‘ 
as he had had over Selim. War was not only «—* 
declared) contrary to his will, but Mehemet had 
befides the mortification of feeing the command 
of this expedition given to that cruel Muftapha, 
the .conqueror of Cyprus, his perfonal enemy, 
whom he had caufed to be difgraced in the 
reign of Selim, immediately after his return from 
Cyprus, and whom Amurath had recalled to his 
court. 

This general left Conftantinople at the head of 
the janiflaries. Muftapha found on his march a 
hundred and fifty thoufand men which his army 
was to be compofed of. The Perfians, lefs nu¬ 
merous, were beaten and put to flight. Muf¬ 
tapha, elated with this fuccefs, paffed the river 
Kur, took the province of Shirvan almoft without 
ftriking a blow, and then diftributed his men in 
quarters on the entrance of a fevere winter, 
during which the Perfians attacked in their 
turn all his difperfed troops, cut his garrifons 
to pieces, and recovered their province. Muf¬ 
tapha, confufed, was ordered to return to Con¬ 
ftantinople to give an account of his. conduct. 

He was made a mazul* on his arrival. He would 
perhaps have paid dearer for the ill fuccefs of his 
arms ; but the grand vizier Mehemet was dead, 

* and 

* They term being made a mazul, when a bafhaw, or fuperior officer, la 
turned out of his place and reduced to the ftate of a private citizen. It 
often happens in Turkey that a perfon is reduced to an inferior employ, 
but then that perfon is not made a mazul. 
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tics'. 1 9S4. anc * ^cceffor would not make ufe of a feverity 

v —v-' which might one day be turned ag&inft himfelf. 
In faff, not one of thofe who commanded aftbr 
Muftapha in this unfortunate wai, and there were 
a great many of them* fucceedcd better than he. 
j.c.1577. The following campaign, Afman, aga of the 
& *579. janiflaries, commanded theTurks. AbdelCherai, 
**'986,*^ khan of the Tartars, was defirous of clearing the 
* 9&7 ‘ rOads at the head of forty thoufand men. He* 
even took feveral towns j but the Perfians, con- 
ftant in their manner of defending themfelves. 

The khan * et t * ie enem y g et into the dtferts, and waited to 
of the attack them when the army ihould be difeouraged 
made pri- with fatigue and hunger. Then Zalembriza, the 

/oner by ljn* 

the Per- eldclt Ion of the king of Perfia, charged them to 

fians, and - 

<ondufted advantage, and beat the Turks and Tartars 
court of united, though the vanquiflied were at leaft two 
rhefophi. tQ one< The khan of the Tartars was made pri¬ 
soner in this battle, and the fophi ordered him to 
be fent to Cafbin, where he refided. The cap¬ 
tive, Abdel Cherai, was ftill formidable to the 
Perfians, as the Crimea furniflied a great many 
foldiers which the fophi feared more than the 
Turks, the climate of Perfia not being fo fatal to 
them as- to the latter. Codabonda would fain 
form an alliance with the khan of the Tartars; 
the circumftance of his being a prifoner promifed 
to facilitate this treaty. The captive prince was 
received by his vanquilher, as if he had been van¬ 
quilher himfelf. The fophi meditated to make 

him 



A M U R A T H HI. 


' r 

him marry his "daughter, and he prepared this J-^‘|7.7. 
alliance amidft plays and feftivals, at vsrhich the * *s*9* 

Heg. 98J, 

monarch’s wives and daughters were prefent. 9 ^ 
The mappers of the Perfians were npt then fo »— 
auftere as thofe of the. other MulTulmen, nor as 
they are become fince. The wpinen enjoyed, at 
Calbin a liberty that would have paffqd for very 
criminal at Conftanjtinople, where it has always 
been, believed, fince the reign of the Ottomans, 
that an excefiive reftraint is the only way to fe- 
cure the virtue of the fex. One of the king of 
Perfia’s wives pleafed the Tartar much better than 
the princefs intended for him ; without refpeftjng 
the laws of hofpitality, hp foon found means to 
feduce her. Some courtiers, jealous of their 
matter's honor, or rather of the favor of Abdel 
Cherai, informed the fophi of what was going He does 
forward, who fijrprifed his fpoufe and his prifoner gj,” a ;^"' 
in the moment when they were both,injuring him 
in the mod fenfible manner. He revenged him- " ith , 

D death. 

felf in their blood.§ 

Thefe news reached Conftantinople whilft an 
ambafiador fent thither by the fophi was treating 
of peace. The new grand vizier, Sinan balhaw, 
who wilhed to enjoy peaceably the new dignity 
which he had juft obtained, reminded his matter 
of the difficulties of the. Perfian war. But Amu- 

rath, 


§ It is faid, that, fince this affair, the Perfians are become much more 
drift with regard to the liberty of their wives and Haves, and-that they, in 
this refyeft, out-do the Turks. 
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J'C’ s >| 77 > rath, to whom this war coft nothing but men, 
wtg'Sgl' w ^ om he did not know how to value, and money, 
9*6, which he thought his treafury was inexhauftible 

tc 98 ^.' 

»—of, decided that it would not be confiftent with 
the dignity of the Porte to make peace with a 
prince who had juft maflacred its firft feudatory. 
The Perfian ambaffador was fent back without a 
hearing, and the grand vizier was ordered to 
continue the war. Since the lofs of that battle 
wherein the khan of the Tartars was made prifo- 
ner, the Turks had been again obliged to fall 
back, after having loft almoft all the places which 
Abdel Cherai had taken. The Ottoman army 
was fo confiderably diminifhed, that the Turks 
were as inferior in number as in courage; for, 
thefe foldiers, fo formidable againft all the other 
powers, had no fooner entered the deferts of Pcr- 
fia, than their ftrength feemed to defert them. 

• Afman had taken up his quarters at Erzerum. 
He drew recruits from all the fangiacates of 
Afia j employed in recruiting his forces the time 
prefcribed him by the emperor for making new 
conquefts. He was moreover afraid of expe¬ 
riencing from the troops the refiftance and revolt 
to which difcouragement gives birth. All this 
fummer was taken up in marches and counter¬ 
marches on the confines of Perfia, which at length 
determined Amurath to recall him, as the latter 
had always defired. One Achmet balhaw was 
fent to replace Afman, and did no better than his 

predeceffors. 
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predeceffors. We Ihall difpenfe with the parti- J^* 1 se¬ 
culars of this war, which lafted twelve years. '—» 
Their uniformity would only fatigue the reader. 

It will be fufficicnt to fay, that Amurath, obfti- 
nate and inconftant, changed his generals almoft 
every campaign, who were all equally Unfortu¬ 
nate ; that Achmet was fucceeded by Ferhad, 
the cook to the janiffaries whom Amurath had 
formerly met in a market; Ferhad by Siaus ; Heg * 9%r}) 

J 99O, 

Siaus by Ibrahim; Ibrahim by Ali; that all of 99 i » 

1 . . Si 992. 

them remained in the Shirvan, taking and lofing 
by turns fome paltry places, and keeping at as 
great a diftance as poflible from the Perfian army, 
which always kept on the defenfive in hopes to 
ruin the enemy. 

Notwithftanding the ina&ivity of this war, it 
coft a prodigious number of men and a great deal 
of money. The intemperature of the climate, 
and the perpetual marches which the generals 
made, more to avoid than to feek the enemy, 
brought on difeafes, which became contagious. 

One day Amurath complained to Sinan of the 
little fuccefs of his arms and the continual Ioffes 
which he met with in Perfia, when all his an- 
ceftors had made fo many conquefts. The 
grand vizier had the boldnefs to tell his mailer, 
that the preceding emperors had appeared them- 
felves at the head of the janiffaries, and that their 
fuccefs had been the reward of their valour. 

Such a direft reproach penetrated the monarch 

vol. 11. C c with 
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with flume find tranfporwd him with rage. - The 
*s« 3 , chagrin which he difcovered emboldened the va- 

& 1584. 0 

Heg. 9*9. lid fultanefs and the favorite to fpeak again ft the 

99°» * w 

99'. grand vizier. They reprefen ted to the monarch, 
«—that Sinah had fome private reafon for wifhing to 
get him away from his capital. The young 

prints Mahomet, his eldeft fon, had juft been 
tircumcifed, for whom Sinan expreffed a con¬ 
cern, which it was no way difficult to render 
fufpected. The diftruftful Amurath rnade his 
Sinan is grand vizier a mazul he would not take his life 
depofed. £ rom jj- m> It is remarked that this emperor 
never filed any other blood than his brother’s. 
Ferhad, the cook, fucceeded Sinan as grand 
vizier, who retired to an iflarid in the Archipelago 
to regret the firft dignity of the empire, and the 
beft part of his property, which his indifcreet 
freedom had coft him. 

Amurath Thus f^the fultan had been conftant to the 
ftiTup'tT fair Venetian whom he loved before his acceffion 
debauch- to ^g throne} but, fince the bad fuccefs of his 
arms againft the Perfians, he fought relief for his 
trouble in debauchery. Amurath would often 
admit three odalifks'to his bed in the courfe 
of one night. The law of Mahomet forbids to 
change women without bathing one’s felf. The 
fuperftitious emperor took care not to negleft 
this praftice. Thefe frequent bathings brought 
on weakneffes, for which he caufed himfelf to be 
•rdcred to drink wine, which ’till then he had 

confidered 
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confidered as an unpardonable crime. The 
quantity which he took pf this liquor having de- ^ 5 *^ 
bilicated« his nervous fyftem, Amurath would Heg. 9*9* 

990, 

often get drunk * and then his viziers would 99 *> 

w Sc 992. 

abufe the power, which they did not expect to v —• 
enjoy a long time. - Never were there more de¬ 
predations than under this reign. The Perlian 
war and the changing of viziers drained the pub- P’^go- 
lic treafury, and- rendered the augmentation 0 f vern “ ent " 
the impofts on the confumption neceffary. The 
frequent revolts of thejaniffaries on their pay be¬ 
ing kept back, and even of the people, who were 
made fupport the weight of a bad adminiftration, 
obliged, the grand feignior to remain like a pri- 
foner within the walls of his feraglio, the entrance 
of which his guard could fcarcely defend. In 
one of thefc commotions, caufed by the dregs of 
the people, a crowd of armed men broke open 
the outer gatfe of the feraglio, and luring entered 
without precaution into the outer court, loudly 
demanded the head of the defterdar, or keeper 
of the. public treafure. This officer, charged 
with.colle&ing the impofts, was not the author 
of the edi£bs which had ordered them, ftill lefs of 
the depredations which had made them neceffary 
but the people, feeing only the defterdar, im¬ 
puted all their calamities to him alone. The em¬ 
peror, frighted, promifed every thing they would 
have. As foon as they had procured the order 
again ft the defterdar, the populace difperfed with 
VOL. II, C c 2 
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J*£«'.u much readinefs as they had gathered together 
&15I4. The g ranc * v ’ zier > Ferhad, pofieffed of more cool- 
Htg. 9*9. nefs than his matter, comprehended better .than 

99°, * 

99*> he the confequences that this want of refolutiom 
c—might produce. 

He fent the keeper of the public treafury out 
of the way, and, fome days after. Had feveral of 
the authors of this fedition put to death. This 
3 *' er E F«- conduit drew on Ferhad the difpleafure of the 
amizui^P^nce whofe authority he had fupported. He 
was made a mazul. Afman, lately arrived from 
the frontiers of Perfia, to inform the fultan of 
the ftate of his army, received the feals taken 
from the minifter who had ufed them fo well; 

The new vizier informed his matter that no 
dependance could be placed on the new khan of 
the Tartars, who, though the ally and tributary 
of the Ottoman empire, reaHy ferved the mur¬ 
derer of his father, againft whom he would fain 
appear armed ,j that the younger brother of this 
prince, full of the refentment with which nature 
ought to infpire him againft the king of Perfia, 
was ready to embrace the quarrel of the Otto¬ 
mans ; that he ardently wilhed to bring the 
Tartars againft the common enemy, and that he 
folicited the fuccour of the Turks againft his 
unnatural brother, to revenge at once his father 
and fovereign paramount. Amurath ordered his 
vizier to dethrone the khan of the Tartars, in 
prder to continue the Perfiao war, aflifted by the 

forces 
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forces of him whom he fhould place at the head J^* 5 ‘5 S, » 
of that warlike nation. Ifban (that was the name 

. ' is 1584. 

of the Tartarian ptince who folicited the affiftance 9*9* 

. 99°* 

of the Porte) arrived at Conftantiijople when 99>> 
Afman was on the point of leaving it. The em- <—-*■—> 
peror ordered great honors to be paid him whom 
he already confidered as his premier vaflal, after 
which he fent him back at the head of fome 


troops, to wreft the fovereignty from his brother 
Alpegira, the eldeft of the family of the khans. 
Amurath had the aftrologers confulted prior to the 
departure of prince Ifban: the fuperftitious empe¬ 
ror pretended, that the Perfian war had been fo un¬ 
fortunate, only becaufe the enterprifes had always 
been begun on unlucky days. The event might 
well have confirmed him in this error; for the 


grand vizier having entered the capital of Crimea 
the'day which Amurath had di&ated to him, he Th> khan 
had the good fortune to find, in the family 
Alpegira and among his moil zealous partifans, a p° fe<1 - 
divifion which the grand vizier and Ifban fo well 
took their advantages of, that in a little time 
Alpegira’s troops deferted him; he himfelf fled 
in difguife. and Ifban had only to fhew his grati¬ 
tude to thofe who had placed hirri on the throne 
of Crimea, by attacking the Perfians in conjunc¬ 
tion with them. The new khan and the grand 
vizier began their march together to go and be¬ 
siege Tauris ; but Afman was killed in attacking 
the place, and the Turks immediately decamped. 

The 
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i'^ 5 8 '»The Turkifh general was replaced by Ferhad the 

>5 8 3» cook, who, as we have feen, from grand vizier 

& j 5*4* 

He £ . 989, bad been made a mazul, and had been re-made a 

99°> 

99‘. bafhaw a little time after, without doubt becaufc 
—> his abilities were found neceilary. He was fent 
“ to Perfia in quality of beglefbeg, and the feals of 
the empire were given, for the fecond time, to 
inter*the grand vizier Sinan. This laft drew con- 

mmiAry. fjderable fums from the Chriftians, under the 
fpecious pretence of protecting Hieir commerce, 
j.c, 1585, 1S well known that the Chriftian amb%ffador» 
at Conftantinople, not only manage their mailers’ 

& 1589. interefts there, but are befides natural protedtors 
He 8^993> of all the Franks, who flock to this capital and all 

995. the fea-ports of the Levant, to feize the different 

996, i 

* 997* branches of commerce, which the Turks have 
neither the activity nor induftry to exercife. It 
is the ambaffador who demands the execution 
of the treaties made with his nation, and it is he 
who ftipulates for the interefts of the merchant, 
his countryman, before the grapd vizier, or be¬ 
fore the other officers from whom he is to receivf 
juftice. For a long time France and the republic 
of Venice had each kept an ambaffador at the 
Porte. AH the other Franks had hitherto had 
recourfe to thefe two, when they wanted protec¬ 
tion ; but the king of England and the fenate of 
Genoa thought, that it was- neither compatible 
with their prudence nor dignity to leave the inte¬ 
refts of their fubje&s in the hands of foreign mi- 

ffifters 
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nifters often enemies. They would each have an 
ambafiador at the Turkilh court. This innova¬ 
tion, which the grand vizier, Sinan, liftened to in 
appearance for the intereft of the Englilh and 
Genoefe, was at firft very burdenfome to them. 
They were obliged to furnilh pirefents for the 
grand feignior, his vizier, his wives, the cairna- 
can, and the intendant of the cuftoms. The 
Turks will do nothing without being paid for it, 
and they fupply by rapacity their want of induf- 
try. Sinan, who had been a witnefs of the laft 
revolt on account of the doubling of the impofts, 
and who had feen Ferhad fall a viftim to his 


J.C. 1585, 
.5*6, 

15*7. 
1588, 

& 1589. 
Heg. 993, 
•994. 

995. 

996 . 

& 997. 


Sinan 
draws pre- 
fents from 
the«Englifn 
& Genoefe, 
& impofts 
from all 
the provin¬ 
ces of Afia. 


m&fter’s weaknefs, durft not put the capital to 
that trial. However great the neceffities of the 
•date might be, he chofe rather to lay the impofts 
on the diftant provinces in which the poffeflbrs 
of timars had the greateft intereft to maintain or¬ 
der. Natolia, Caramania, and all the fangiacates 
from.Burfa to Trebizond, were loaded with new 
taxes. Money was demanded from the people 
continually and without meafure. The emperor 
found in the Perfian war, not only the means of 
keeping at a diftance the'foldiery, always dan¬ 
gerous at Conftantinople, but likewife a pretext 
for drawing money from his fubje&s, which he 
loved ever fince he had found- the want of it. 
But this bloody and expenfive war was infu.a- 
cient ; the avidity, or rather pride of Amurath, 
drew him into another with the European powers. 

Rodolph, 
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] '^' s gf 5, Rodolph, the fon and fucceflor of Maximilian 

js*7> in the weftern empire and in the kingdom of 
a 1589. Hungary, fent an ambaffador to the Porte to fee- 

Heg. 993, 0 ' 

994. < tie fome limits. We have faid that the French 

S95f 

996, had freed themfelves from the cuftom of carrying 
v—* prefents to the fultan, left he fhould confider as a 
atttmptsto tribute due to his feeptre, what ’till then had 
fcntf fnm b een nothing more than a mark of good will, 
emperor* The em P eror °f t ^ ie Weft likewife fancied that 
weft* who 0U oht no longer to fubmit to this mortifying 
declares fubie&ion. Rodolph’s ambaffador, not having 

war againft J ° 

Aim. offered Amurath any prefents, was committed to 
prifon. ■ The Turks were obftinately refolved to 
confider Hungary as feudatory, becaufe the 
kings of the houfe of Zapoli had declared them¬ 
felves fuch, and Maximilian himfelf, though em¬ 
peror of the Weft, had fent prefents when he con¬ 
cluded a truce. Rodolph might have replied, 
that his father, weakened by a long war, had then 
received law from the vanquifher j but that the 
Ottomans had not demanded prefents on the re¬ 
newal of the fame truce in 1584. But the Aus¬ 
trian monarch, without entering into a difeuflion 
with thefe infringers of treaties and the law of 
nations, fent troops into' the territory of Sigeth. 
A nephew of Amurath’s, who commanded in Si¬ 
geth, was killed in a fkirmifh. The fultan or¬ 
dered Siaus, become again bafhaw after having 
been made a mazul, to go and ravage Hungary 
by way of reprifal* Rodolph afiembed the diet 


in 
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In order to procure fuccours. Thefe people, who 
had enjoyed a peace for feveral years, did not *587. 
refufe to try their ftrength with the Turks. They & 15*5. 
granted their mafter troops and money. All Tw. 93 ’ 
thefe motions determined Amurath to conclude a 9PI 
peace with Perfia. The fophi defired it ftill more 
than he, Uitec, king of Afiatic Tartary, threa¬ 
tened Perfia; Codabonda, who was greatly afraid 
of being attacked by two fuch powerful enemies 
at once, refolded to give up the Shir van to the p“^ witH 
Ottoman emperor. This province, feparated 
from all the others by an extent of fandy, dry land, 
was not worth to the terfian monarch what it 
coft him to defend it whenever he was at war with 
the Turks. The fophi fent to Conftantinople a Thefopti 
prince, the fon of Eviza his eldeft fon, accom- gifon, 
panied by four minifters who were to fettle conftan-** 
the peace. Prince Eviza had died about three tinople ’ 
years before. His only fon,, a child, was lefs 
dear to his grand-father than the younger bro¬ 
thers of Eviza, who were all in a ftate to com¬ 
mand armies. The hiftorians have pretended 
that the king of Perfia expofed his grand-fon to 
the eyes of the Ottomans, lefs to augment the 
pomp of this famous embafiy and to give an il- 
hiftrious'hbftage to the prince whofe alliance he 
defired, than to fend out of the way this lhoot 
from the elder branch, whofe rights might injure 
thofe of his younger fons. Be that as it may, 
the young prince was received with great honors * 
vol. 11. Dd in 
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in ail the towns of the Ottoman' dominions. Hir 
1 . - 

J 5*7. was attended by a numerous guard, and his etf- 
££ 5 8 9* peaces freed throughout, as well as thofe of his 
R94. ’ retinue. More than a hundred galleys then in: 

^99®> the port of Constantinople rowed towards Scuttfi,' 
«—* and faluted the prince with a difcharge of all thelf 
artillery prior to his being received into the 
admiral galley. Ferhad baihaw, the general: of 
the army, accompanied the Perfian prinee, Whtf 
was received at the grand feignior’s audience 
with honors ’till then unknown at the Porte. 
The pfince fat near the monarch's throne; and 
in the divan, where he was admitted, he took hii 
feat immediately below’ the grand vizier, who' 
presided at the aflembly. It is well known that 
the grand feignior is never prefen t at the divan 1 
but behind a curtain j and confequentfy the mt- 
nifters who tranfaft huffne/s in this aflembly are 
ignorant if it be in prefence of their tn after, and 
if he he^r or not what they propose or decide on 
the affairs of the ftate. The four Perfian fatrap* 
who accompanied their matter’s grand-fori, were 
treated as ambalfadors generally are. After the 
reception of the prefents, which the fophi and the 
Ottoman emperor make one another in every 
embafly, without either of the two crowns’ pre« 
tending from thence to a fuperiority over the 
other, it was agreed that the Shirvan ftiould be 
ceded to the Ottoman empire; and immediately 
thereon that province was divided into timars, 

which 
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-which were given to jhofe whp had fuppprtjed die 
weight of this w^r, according to the tank jyhich 
they ha^ enjoyed, and the fervices that they had H **5%» 
performed; but this divifion excited altercations l^ 93 * 

At*. ■ . ' • * > » 995 * 

•between the bafliaws. The grand v ^ pr y^s.op- 99 6 \ 
^pofed by Ferhad .bafliaw, who had beep himfelf uw 
^grgnd vizjer, and who, haying lately qommanded 
the army in Perfia, thought he ought to a 
a better judge of each officer’s merit th^p t^e 
grand vizier Sinan. The letter, ,who thought he 
had rendered his matter important fervices, b.y 
fillipg the public treafury, which he foupd^pipty 
on his coming into office, treated periled with 
that fuperiodty which the dignity of prime ,mi- 
nifter gave him, and that his favor feemed to 
.authorife j but, by the natural inconftancy of .the 
prince, Sinan bafliaw, who. had been grand vizier ^59??°* 
Several years, mutt neceflarilyfall: he was made H^g! 5 ^, 
,a mazul, notwithftanding the many circum- & 9 , 9 ooo. 
.ftances .that .feemed to fayor him, and his oppo- 
nent Ferhad, to whom this fame misfortune had Ferha<i «, 

■ • • 11 ■ '* ■ "• ’ • the cook, 

(happened fome years before, recovered the fe^ls 
by a caprice, juft as he had loft them. grand vi- 

•The new vizier ordered fortrefies to be in 
,the Shirvan to .keep the Georgians in carder, a 
neighbouring people, more attached to the Per- 
fians than to the Turks, who, in the laft war, had 
/erved the fophi openly. The grand -fop qf this Death of 
prince died’ at Constantinople a Jitjtle while after Pcrfian* 6 
th.is arrival. It is faid that he was poifoned by Frince ' 
yoL.11. Dd 2 the 
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j.c. i 5 ?o > the Perfians themfelves, who were afraid left the 

x 59*> 

& r S9»v Turks fhould one day make ufe of this child to 

Heg. 998, , # # * 

999 » excite a civil war in the empire of the fophi. 

& IOOO. # • x # 4 

This death catjfed but little commotion at Con- 
WanUge ftantjnople. They were taken up with the mar- 
ri[efuite°n’sriage of one of the emperor’s daughters with a 
daughters. k a ftj aw called Ali, who, being one ofiAmurath’s 

richeft fervants, was made choice of for his fon- 
in-law. Thefe feftivals were celebrated with 
more fplendor than is ufually feen at Conftanti- 
nople.on like occalions j but, as we have already 
obfervedi they nev.er refemble thofe which we 
admire in all the other courts of Europe. The 
Turks, more pompous than any other people, 
know how to difplay great riches and prefent the 
eyes with a luxury which we meet with no where 
elfe j but gaiety never animates any of thefe 
feftivals. The total Reparation of the two fexes, 
and the almoft idolatrous relpe£t which the in¬ 
feriors never fail of paying thofe on whom they 
depend, hinder the ever feeing of an impreflion 
of joy on the countenance of an affembly of 
Turks. The Muffulmen may be faid to live 
within the walls of their houfes onlyj befides, 
that defpotifm, which governs families like the 
empire, almoft always banilhes every kind of 
gaiety. 

Meanwhile they learned at Conftantinople that 
the Hungarians had attempted to lay fiege to 
Albaregalis ■, that the balhaw of Buda, who had 

repaired 
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repaired to. the fuccour of that place with what J-c** 59 °> 
troops he had been able to colleft from the neigh- ^ >592* 
louring garrifons, had forced the enemy to re- 999. 
tire. Siaus bafhaw haftily affembled an army. »—v-i/ 
•The grand vizier, to fupply the expences of this 
war, contrived a new impoft: he forced the 
Franks and Jews, the only merchants in the 
whole empire, to take, at an exorbitant price, 
filks and furs which he had caufed to be brought 
from different provinces of the empire. All the 
merchants were prohibited, under heavy penal- 1 Ferhaa . 
ties, to provide themfelves but at the public p° ft 
treafury. Thefe forced diftributions foon filled 
it; but the burden of the impoft, which the 
grand vizier had meant to lay on the Giaurs only, 
fell in the end on the Muffulmen, who, forced to 
have recourfe to thefe merchants thus aggrieved, 
paid much dearer for the fluffs the materials of 
which had been fold at fo high a price. In fpite 
jof the attention of the grand vizier and his endea¬ 
vours to eafe his countrymen by aggrieving the, 
flranger, he did not long enjoy the confidence of 
his matter. Some infidelities committed in the 
diftribution of the timars coft ten fecretaries of 
the divan their lives. This event furnifhed Fer- Ferhaj 1, 
had’s enemies with the means of putting him the feconi 
/out of favor with the inconftant Amurath.' This Siaus ba- 
prime rninifter, formerly taken from one of the 
meaneft employs in an oda of janiffaries, after aier ' 
Jfraving for fifteen years patted through the moft 

important 
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charges of the empire, after having 
J* *55^ been twice grand vizier, was made a mazul for 
'spi ’.the feepnd time on flight fufpicions, and reduced 
to a ftate alrnoft as abjeCt as that from which fye 
Jhad been taken fifteen years before. The feals of 
the empire were fent to Siaus bafhaw, who was 
.then on his match at the head of the army. It 
was time for the Turks j;o .opppfe the efforts of 
,the Chriftians. Since f the attempt made by the 
Matter on Albaregalis, the archduke Matthias, ge¬ 
neral of the Hungarians, had taken, almoft with* 
r out reflflance, Filleck and Novigrad, and had be¬ 
sieged Gran. -Tbe bafhaw who commanded in 
.this place was killed the firft day the trenches 
yrere opened ; but the garrifon, inftead of being 
difeouraged, only fhewed morerefolution. The 
grand vizier arrayed juft in time to fuccpur the 
place, which the archduke was obliged to aban¬ 
don. Siaus bafhaw* who perfectly underftpod 
The grand the art of war, fpreed the enemy to receive battle 
•us',obliges in unequal ground. The advantage of number 
auke*Mat. and Situation Xoon decided the yi&pry. The 
zaife the archduke fled to AJtenburg, and from thence to 
G™nfaBd Pruck in Croatia, where he reaflembled the bro- 
ken remains of his army. Siaus, victorious, im- 
mediately laid fiege to Raab. 

This was one o.f the ftrongeft ramparts of lower 
Hungary, defended by count Hardee at the head 
,pf eight thoufand men. The archduke, hoping 
that the numerous army of the Twjks would be 

flopped 
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flopped a long time before this port, had made 
it die magazine of his army. Ra'ab cbiiimanded & 
the plaint and Was watered arid provifionedby Hebefiege& 
two great rivers. Siaus, after haVihg wafted *“ e b /;“ n * 
much time and loft a number of men, attempted 
Another fort of attack, from which the ramparts count 

r Hardee, 

of Raab could not defend it. Count Hardee who is 

.. . ^ found out 

Was not prodf agamft a large fum of money* and pu- 
Which the vizier conveyed to him by a Sicilian 1 
renegade.* Some officers Who commanded under 
frith were a 6 c 6 nfrpfices in this perfidy, and (hated 
the price of it. They ihftru&ed the Turks W 6 w 
ft) make their mines fucceed.' The traitors J pl 56 fd 1 
drums ahd other inftriifnehts of war on the ba'f- 
tions, in Otder tO ftifle the noife df the miners. 

The governor facrificed to his avarice a great 
many brave men,' who perifheid 1 with the fortifi¬ 
cations j and as fbon as the place was open, Har¬ 
dee, inftead of repairing the breaches. Which the 
fbldiers were already earrieftly endeavouring to 
dam-up, ordered a parky to be beaten,- and the 
flag of capitulation to be hung out, notwith.- 
ftanding the clamours of the gatrifon and of the 
Officers who were n' 6 t accomplices.- The articles 
Were immediately agreed on. It was remarked' 
that the count,- inftead of being the laft to leader 
the place, as every governor ought to be, placed 
himfdf at the head of the troops, who loaded 
him with imprecations, andthat he Was drafted 
in a Very rich coat lined' witfc fable. Which wa$ 

publicly 
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j 593 --publicly faid to be ; a prefent from the grand 
1 °°^ vizier. It was remarked likewife that he fuffened, 
without complaining* all the diforders which the, 
Ottoman troops committed under his eyes con¬ 
trary to the tenor of the. treaty. The murmurs, 
became fo great,' that Hardee, believing it im- 
poflible to prove, him guilty, haftened to the 
archduke’s camp with intention to juftify him- 
felf. Unfortunately for him, the renegade who 
had negociated this perfidy, by a new treachery 
had carried the archduke all the proofs of his 
lieutenant’s crime. The prince ordered the ; 
count to be put in arreft he was conducted to 
Vienna loaded with chains, as' well as all his 
accomplices whofe flight could be prevented. 
They could not withftand the evidence produced' 
againft them, and being all legally convidted* 
were executed on the fame fcafFold. 

Though the feafon was far advanced, the Turk*, 
inverted Comorra, but to no purpofe j they could 
not expedt to find every where counts Hardee. 
The refiftance of a numerous and well difeiplined 
garrifqn, and the feverity of the feafon, forced 
them, at the end of three weeks, to go into 

Sigifmund w i nter quarters. During the operations of this 
campaign, Rodolph, without going out of his 

Tranfyiva- palace, made a conqueft which feemed likely to 

joins * A , . • 

theempe- njove fatal to the, Turks. Sigifmund Battori, 

Tor Ro- * ’ . # 

ioiph. waywode of Tranfylvania, fucceflor of the king 
of Poland, his uncle, in this fovereignty, which* 

the 
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the king had been unable to preferve, was at- J; C<I S93- 

f 0 r Heg.1001, 

tached to his religion and the glory of the Chrif- 
tians in Europe. The emperor of the Weft, who 
had not been able to prevail on the republic of 
Venice to declare againft the Ottomans, had no 
difficulty in forming an alliance with the way- 
wade of Tranfylvania; and this prince, for the 
firft fruit of his union, lay wait for the grand 
vizier when he cantoned his army., He totally 
defeated feveral corps as they were going 
into winter quarters. During the winter, the 
principal lords of Tranfylvania, difeontented with 
the treaty made between their waywode and the 
emperor Rodolph, formed a confpiracy which 
Sigifmund Battori was feafonably warned of. He 
’ordered all of them to be arrefted in the middle 
of afeaftj and after having convicted them of 
treafon by their intercepted letters, fourteen 
Tranfylvanian lords were delivered to the exe¬ 
cutioner. 

Though the Turks had taken an important 
town, and gained a battle this campaign, the war 
had not been fo advantageous as Siaus bafhaw 
could have wilhed it. The revolt of Tranfyl¬ 
vania, in which Moldavia and Walachia threa¬ 
tened to join, made this minifter fear a powerful 
confederacy. Uneafy for the event, he propofed 
to his matter to Ihew the emperor, or at leaft the 
heir to the empire, to his fubjefts and his 
enemies, to encourage the one, and terrify 

vol. 11. the 
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!ieg" 1003" t ^ ie ot hers; or rather in reality to difcharge him- 
«—v—» felf of a load for which he was unwilling to be 
made refponfible. But Amurath was equally 
■afraid of fatigue and danger. Still lefs would he 
exppfe to the view of the Ottomans his eldpft 
fon, already twenty years old, whom he regarded 
lefs as his fucceffor than as his rival. The fultan’j 
jealoufy was fuch, that he would not permit the 
ptrince to take the diverfion of fhooting and hunt¬ 
ing, left the courage and addrefs which he might 
fhew in thofe exercifes fhould procure him the 
efteem of the people, who blamed rather loudly 
his father’s conduct. At length, as Siaus bafhaw 
perfifted in his felicitations^ to have the father or 
the fon come anddired the operations of the war, 
Amurath chofe rather to conquer his effeminacy, 
Amurath than give food to his jealoufy. He declared he 
at length WO uld command the army the enfuine campaign; 

puts him- * ° 7 

reif at the but all his exploits were confined- to going to 
troops. Adrianople and reviewing part of his troops 
Whilft the fquadrons of fpahis and different corps 
of janiffaries were filing off before him, a 
hail-ftorm, more violent than had been feen for 
n'ghudby a long time, obliged the troops to difperfe. A* 

• aorm leot murath, greatly terrified, had the conjurers cofl- 
which he f u i £C( j in whom he put more confidence than in 
bad omen; beft heads of the divan. According to the 

he falls ■ . 

fick and principles of aeromancy, it was difficult to give a 

returns to * ... . . . ... 

conftan. favorable interpretation to this event, which, 
unopie. accor( jipg t0 the principles of reafon, did not 

merit 
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merit one. The moft favorable of thefe magi- 
dans announced to the prince Ioffes and croffes : 
fome of them an approaching end. Thefe pre¬ 
cisions terrified a weak man, who, having always 
beared danger, faw it even where it was not. The 
fright threw Amurath into a weak ftate, from 
which he never recovered. It brought on a fever 
which was the caufe of his death. Oppreffed 
with calamities which he forefaw more than thofe 
that he really experienced, he retook the road to 
Conftantinople, and Siaus baihaw marched to¬ 
wards Hungary. 

Amurath, on his return to Conftantinople, 
found two deputies there from the province of 
Walachia, who were come to complain againft 
the cruelty of Alexander Ivan their waywode or 
palatine, and to requeft the fultan for a prince of 
the fame houfe, called Michael, to fucceed the 
tyrant Alexander. The deputies were heard 
much more favorably becaufe the waywode of 
Walachia was fufpe&ed of .having entered into a 
league with the Auftrian emperor and the way¬ 
wode of Traiifylvania, and with having fecretly 
lent them fuccours. This accufation, much 
more confiderable in Amurath’s eyes than the 
firft, procured the deputies every thing that they 
had afked. Michael, efcaped from the prifon of 
the tyrant, who had condemned him to die bn a 
fcaffold, was come to Conftantinople, where he 
received the inveftiture by the ftandard and fword; 
rot, n. Eez- but 
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but tliis was all the fuccour that he obtained from 

1003* 

' the Porte. He was lent back to Walachia, in 
Order that his party might place him on the 
throne for which he was intended. 1'his was the 
nam(t a laft aft of Amurath’s fovereignty. His fever foon 
TwJl brought him to the grave; he died in the haram 
ales’ in the arms of the firft black eunuch, in the 
month of January 1595, aged fifty years and 
££.1003. f° me months, of which he had reigned twenty, 
The only witnefs of the death of this prince re¬ 
ceived orders from him to conceal it ’till the 
arrival of his fon Mahomet from Magnefia, 
Amurath, who had feen a great many troubles at 
Conftantinople in his lifetime, ftill feared them 
at his death. 

Amurath’i To avoid repetitions, we have not mentioned the 
eluted'fe- frequent revolts of the janiflaries. There were 
Toto-du- 110 ^an ten during the reign of Amurath; 
re?gn, hi ' for the fame.objeft, and all had the fame end. 

The fultan, through avarice, often kept back 
sioody. t }j e p a y 0 f the troops, and ftill more frequently 
had them paid with bad money. The foldieri 
jjrefently perceived that the pieces of gold or fil- 
ver had too much alloy. The merchants refufed 
them for that reafon. On this, the fpahis, janif- 
faries, and cappiggis went to the feraglio in a 
Tumultuous manner, and loaded the emperor and 
hjs minifters with imprecations. Thefe feditions 
were always appeafed by bags of money thrown 
from the windows of the feraglio into the firft 

court} 
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court j by publilhjng ordinances for carryihg the £^.1595. 
defective money to officers therein mentioned, *— 
where it was changed; and finally, by the death 
of the coiners of this money, who had done 
nothing more than execute the emperor’s orders. 

The principal movers of fome of thefe feditions 
loft their lives, but in a very fmall number, and 
only when they were convicted of having killed 
their own officers j fo -that during the reign of 
this prince the foldiers, who always gained by 
complaining, and who had frequent occafions fo 
to do, became more and more unquiet, and, 
afterward, very formidable to the fucceffors of 
Amurath. The reign of this prince was bloody 
only in the beginning. He fcarcely put any one 
to death but his brothers and the fultanefTes whom 
Selim II. had left with child. Not one of the 
firft officers of the empire periffied by the hand* 
of the executioner, though he changed them very 
often. 

lnconftancy and pufilanimity cgmpofed his 
character. He feemed to remetnber that he had.., 
the fupreme power in his own hands, only to 
transfer it from one to another, and to difplace, 
according to his caprice, the different minifters 
who reigned in his name. The influence which 
he permitted to be afiumed over him was th£ 
effedfc of his weaknefs; never of his confidence 
or inclination. He injured the woman whom 
he had moft loved,, in a very Angular and grievous 

manner. 
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^•[ 595 'manner, by having all her flavcs put to cruel 
tortures, in order to wreft from them, as he faid, 
by what fecret magic their miftrefs made the em¬ 
peror love her againft his will. But we have 
remarked that he was guilty of irinumerable in¬ 
fidelities to his fultanefs, the mother of his fuc- 
ceffor Mahomet, who was a noble Venetian of 
the family of Baffb. Hiftory does not fay what 
name (he bore in the feraglio. Notwithftanding 
the influence which this Venetian conftantly pre- 
ferved, fhe could never prevail on him to marry 
her, nor declare her emprefs, as the artful Roxa- 
lana had been. Amurath had a hundred and two 
children. This number, which appears pro¬ 
digious, is not beyond probability, when we 
tonfider the number of women that entered his 
bed. So much debauchery, to which was joined 
the exceflive ufe Of wine, which Amurath in¬ 
dulged himfelf in, during the laft ten years of his 
reign, deftroyed his faculties and haliened old 
age. He was at fifty years old perfectly de¬ 
crepit. Amurath was more hated than any of 
his predecefibrs, though he was lefs fanguinary; 
his extreme avarice was the principal caufe of it. 
This prince, as filly as unjuft, never compre¬ 
hended, that the riches of a monarch confift in 
the eafe of the people and in the money in circu¬ 
lation, and that he impoverifhed himfelf in re¬ 
ality of all the gold which he plundered from 
commerce to bury in his fecret treafures. 

MAHOMET 
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MAHOMET HI. 

THIRTEENTH REIGN. 

A S foon as Amurath was dead, the old grand 
• "*■ vizier, Ferhad, who was at that time boftangi 
pachi, haftened to Magnefia to inform Mahomet, 
the elded of the royal family, that he ^as emperor. 

As a reward for this intelligence, -iie was nude 
caimacan. Mahomet III. whom Amurath’s jea- 
loufy had kept from the command of the army, 
was dreaded by every one who knew him in his 
retirement. He had already ihewn himfelf ex- 
ceffively cruel to thofe few men who were under 
'him. He had put to death one of the women of 
his haram, and feveral of his flayes had met the 
fame-fate for trifling faults. A young prince fo 
prompt to punilh did not prefage well. Maho¬ 
met arrived at Conftantinople feven days after his 
father’s.' death. After having had the fword of 
Othman girded on him by the hands of the muftr 
with the ufual ceremonies, he indulged, his cru¬ 
elty, under pretext of fecuring himfelf on his 
throne. Nineteen brothers of the new emperor MAome* 

^ . . - has his 

were ftrangled in his prefence j ana ten odahfks brother? 

. . . ftrangleoW 

with child by. Amurath were thrown into the fea. 

Fifteen of thefe princes were ftill at the breaft, 
and four in a ftate to comprehend their misfor¬ 
tune. 



220 HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 

lieg.'oo^ tline * Muftapha, the eldeft of them, 1 even teen 
v fc ^°°4 - years old, had already Ihewn qualities which 
caufed his lofs to be bewailed. As foon as he 
had learned the death of Amurath III. not doubt¬ 
ing but he Ihould foon follow him, this young 
prince made Arabic verfes, which intimated that 
he had known life, only to experience the horror of 
lofing it, and he recited them.prior to his being 
Ilrangled. 

Mahomet found the ftate in the greateft disor¬ 
der. The covetous Amurath, by feparating his 
particular intereft from that of the public, had 
negle&ed even the provifioning of Conftantino- 
ple. For three fuccefiive years had the farmers’ 
hopes been deceived. For a long time contrary 
winds had prevented navigation on the coafts of 
the Black fea, from whence the capital receives 
all its fubfiftence; Thus the public treafury was 
quite full of the parfimony and depredations of 
Amurath, and his people were menaced with a 
famine. The city of Conftantinople, fo near the 
fertile Afia, furrounded by feas and ports which 
ought to have ftored it with the abundance of 
three parts of the world, wanted corn for its inha¬ 
bitants. Whilft the grand vizier, Siaus balhaw, 
was commanding the army in Hungary, Ferhad, 
The cai- from boftangi become caimacan, endeavoured to 
FeS, prevent revolts. It was neceflary to open all 
femTiTeV ^le vafes filled with gold which ’till then had 
Sf"* f erved onl y to be looked at. This averted the 

fcourge 
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fcourgp which began to be felt. Ferhad had 
corn brought at a great expence; he drew it 
both from the weft and north. But a famine was 
not the only calamity that was to be dreaded. A 
dreadful war ravaged two parts of the empire. 

The waywodes of Tranfylvania, Walachia, and Revolt of 
Moldavia, three revolted tributaries, ftrongly wa/wodw 
fuccoured by the emperor of the Weft, were $ J a r „“ } ' 
become formidable enemies. Having divided 
their forces into two bodies, they attacked the davU * 
Turks both in upper and lower Hungary. The 
waywode Sigifmund Battori commanded one of 
the armies; the other was under the command 
of count Mansfeld, general to the emperor. In 
a very ftiort time, Siaus balhaw was beaten twice, 
and the Turks loft Waradin, Ljppa, and Ter- 
gowilko. Having repaired the Danube, they 
were purfued by a victorious army; and, after 
another battle, they loft likewife fort St. George. 

Whilft the three waywodes were thus throwing Two 

0 Chriftiaij 

off theTurkifh yoke, count Mansfeld, at the head armies 
of fifty thoufand men, clofely preffed the liege of fucctfs q ia 
Gran. Mahomet haftened to fend an army to iSSa 
the fuccour of that place : the bafhaw of Buda, IiunsMy ’ 
who commanded this reinforcement, was beaten 
by count Mansfeld. The Auftrian general did 
not furvive his victory. Already ill when he be¬ 
gan the battle, he died of fatigue and the increafe 
of his diforder the day after he had gained it. 

The archduke Matthias was ftnt by the emperor 
vol. ti. Ff Rodolplx 
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JJS 5 ; Rodolph to command in his place. Gran flood 
- * iw4| b u t a few days, and the Auftrian prince crowned 
himfelf with the laurels won by count Mansfeld. 
After the reduction of this place, the archduke 
laid fiege to Vicegrad, which the Hungarians 
and Turks believed ftill more important, though 
lefs confiderable, becaufe the crown of the kings 
of Hungary had been always kept there. Both 
nations confidercd the conqueft of Vicegrad as a 
certain prefage of that of all the kingdom. The 
Auftrians took this place, as they had done all 
the others, with much bloodJhed. The feverity 
of the winter having forced the armies to feek 
quarters, Mahomet, afflifted at fo many Ioffes, 
recalled the grand vizier Siaus. No one doubted 
but that general would lofe his head for the mis¬ 
fortunes of the campaign. The difcontent and 
fanguinary difpofition of the monarch was a me¬ 
lancholy prefage for his return j but Siaus knew 
Mahomet to be ftill more feeble than cruel, and 
The grand he knew likewife that the valid fultanefs had 
more influence over her fon, than fhe had had 
The 1 hue. ov cr Amurath in her greateft profperity. The 
thevafw grand vizier font on confiderable prefents before 
whuhhe him to Conftantinople, which the chief of the 
eunuc ^ s offered from him to the emperor’s mo- 
. ther. The greedy, haughty valid fancied it was 
equally her intereft and glory to protect a minifter 
enriched under two fultans, whom all the courtiers 
wanted to ruin, and whom her fon had already con¬ 
demned. 
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demned. She attributed Siaus’s faults to the acci- h c ' 

Heg*ioo4, 

dents fo common in war ; lhe reminded her fon of 
the important fervices of the grand vizier; and 
though flie could not fucceed to preferve him his 
place, lhe fayed his life at leaft, and all his riches, 
which lhe chofe rather to divide yith him, than 
fee fwallowed up in the treafury of the feraglio. 

The caimacan, Ferhad, become grand vizier 
for the third time, attempted the fubfequent year 
to recover Walachia. He was in every relpeft 
much more unfortunate than Siaus had been. 
Having marched at the head of lixty thoufand 

. r j ' ■„ Ferhad, 

new troops who efcorted a numerous artillery > fuc«elTor to 

all his cannon were fpikea in one night in the beaten like 
middle of his camp, without it’s being poffible to Hungary, 
attribute it to any others than fecret enemies, 
much more dangerous than the molt numerous 
armies. The guards had without doubt been 
corrupted, for not a veftige of defence was to be 
feen. The next day the magazines were reduced 
to alhes. Thefe events threw the new vizier into 
a diftruft which thwarted all his operations. He 
attempted in vain the liege of feveral places, 
which the waywode as conftantly obliged him to 
raife. At length, having been purfued as far as 
Nicopoli, he loft a battle before that town, which 
was taken under his eyes, and put to fire and 
fword by the confederate troops. This general, 
who had experienced in different difgraces feve¬ 
ral confifcations, had not, on his return to Con- 
vol. 11. F f 2 ftantinople, 



224 HISTORY or the OTTOMANS. 

lieg !oo 4 ft an£ i no ple» wherewithal to purchafe his pardon. 
The valid, who was fenfible of the neceflity of 
making an example, caufed it to fall on this 
Mahomet vizier, whom lhe had always hated. Ferhad loft 
firLgkd. his life by the bow-ftring, and the defterdar feized 
the grand vizier’s property for the public trea- 
fury, which was not comparable to Siaus bafhaw’s. 
j.c.1597. Ali Affan fucceeded the unfortunate Ferhad in 
** g ioo6. 5 ’the .dignity of vizier. The new minifter, who. 
was afraid of expofing his fortune, and perhaps 
his life, to the events of a war already fo unfor¬ 
tunate, prevailed on his matter to command the 
army himfelf. In the laft reign, Mahomet 
had wifhed to appear at the head of the troops, 
in order to gain the affe&ion of the janizaries, 
who 6lamed the effeminacy of his father. He 
could not refufe the defire which the troops and 
all the balhaws expreffed to fee their emperor at 
their head j perfuaded likewife that his prefence 
would re-eftablilh his affairs, he left Conftan- 
tinople with a warlike pomp, to which the people 
were no longer accuftomedj and having collected 
as many troops as he could levy in his European 
dominions, he reviewed them in the plains of 
Buda. His army was faid to'amount to two 
hundred thoufand men. Mahomet, by the ad¬ 
vice of his grand vizier, fent the fourth part of 
his forces againft the waywode of Tranfylvania, 
and went himfelf at the head of a hundred and 
ftfty thoufand men, and befieged Agria, a fmall 

town, 
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town, but very ftrong, in upper Hungary. *597- 
This place, defended by nature and a good cita- * >°° 6 - 
del, contained a garrifon of four thoufand men, 
under the command of a brave officer called 
Terfkins. The archduke Matthias had juft 
taken Advan, a place in the fame province, not 
much above twenty miles from Agria, and had 
retreated, on the news of the arrival of the Turks, 
in order to join the waywode of Walachia. The 
brave Terfkins undertook with four thoufand men 
to flop a hundred and fifty thoufand before A- 
gria. A numerous artillery which had continually 
battered the fortifications frnce the 21ft of Sep- wkfng’tf 
tember, had not by the ill of October opened Asn *’ 
any breaches that were practicable. The empe¬ 
ror, irritated at feeing himfelf (topped before a 
paltry town at the head of fuch a numerous army, 
would fain corrupt him whom he was unable to 
vanquifh. The officer, charged with offering the 
befieged an honorable capitulation, propofed 
underhand to the governor a large fum of money 
and a fangiacate, if he would embrace Iflamifm. 
Terfkins replied to thefe propofitions, as magni¬ 
ficent as injurious, by* ordering a gallows to be 
ereCted in the public fquare, threatening to hang 
up the firft thereon who fhould talk of capitu¬ 
lating. At the fame time the Turkifh emperor 
publifhed, by his trumpeters, that if the town 
fhould be taken by afiault, the garrifon and citi¬ 
zens of all fexes and ages fhould be put to the 

fivord. 



226 


HISTORY OF THE OTTOMANS. 


h eg" 1005' ^ vvor ^- The cannon began to make an impreflion 
\ & r° o6 j on £ ^ e wa ^ s * The citizens and foldiers, per- 
fuaded that fuch a feeble garrifon could not long 
refill a formidable army, cried with one voice 
that they muft furrender. Terfkins, who con* 
ftantly expeCed the archduke, was immoveable, 
though the breaches grew larger, and he had 
already loft more than half of his garrifon. At 
length the terror became fo great, that the foldiers 
feized their governor and bound him, and having 
opened one of the gates of the town, they con¬ 
duced him in the middle of them to the Turkifh 
camp, with three officers who continued faithful 
to him. The aga of the janiflaries, who was Vent 
out againft them, put all thofe foldiers to the 
fword, who afked quarter on their knees and pro* 
mifed to turn Mufiulmen, The governor and 
the three officers whom they were conducing 
prifoners were alone fpared and prefented to Ma¬ 
homet. The emperor, who had no way ordered 
this carnage, had the aga of the janiflaries and 
the principal officers guilty of fo many murders 
cut to pieces the fame inftant, and ordered that 
the citizens of Agria, their wives and children, 
fhould be left at liberty and in pofleffion of every 
thing belonging to them. 

Mahomet had fcarcely taken pofleffion of his 
new conqueft, when they perceived at a di(lance 
the army of the archduke Matthias, who, rein¬ 
forced with that of the waywode, was coming to 

relieve 
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relieve Agria. His march had been retarded by 
continual rains. The Germans faw with grief & 1 ° o6, J . 
•the horfe-tails floating on the towers and ramparts 
of Agria. When they learned the fhameful treat¬ 
ment which the garrifon had met with, they de¬ 
manded loudly to be permitted to attack thefe 
barbarians : though they were very inferior in 
number, their multiplied fuccefies infpired them 
with confidence. They longed to drive the 
Mufiulmen quite out of Hungary. The arch¬ 
duke, taking advantage of this ardour, arranged 
his troops in battle. The plain was large and 
level. The Turkifh army, which covered Agria, 
difplayed its whole force to the enemy. The Battle of 
fultan faw the inequality of the number, and A£ru- 
thought the Germans marching to their own 
ruin. But the hundred and fifty thoufand Turks 
were not all janiflaries or fpahis. Ali Afian, who 
was to arrange the order of battle, thought it 
prudent to place the beft fbldiers in the referve. 

The afaps were repulfed the firft onfet, and foon, 
cut to pieces by the Hungarian cavalry. A corps 
of cuirafliers having furioufly attacked the bof- 
tangis who compofed Mahomet’s guard, the per- 
fon of the monarch was in great danger; at leaft 
he thought fo, for he fled full fpeed into Agria, 
and ordered the draw-bridges to be drawn up 
after him. The Hungarian cavalry took the 
Turkifh camp, and the infantry followed at a 
fhort diftance. Whether the grand vizier, Ali 

Afian, 
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lifg/ioo^Affan, had forefeen what would happen, or that 
'°°^ the diforder of the firft line would not permit the 
referve to cut its way through fooner, the jantf- 
faries did not begin to fight, ’till all the troopers, 
tempted by the richnefs of the booty, had 
alighted in fpite of the archduke’s orders, and 
the infantry had quitted their ranks. Then thefe 
frelh battalions attacked the difperfed foldiers, 
bending under their booty, for which they had 
thrown afide their arms. The janifiaries mafla- 

cred them as the latter had maflacred the afaps. 
A multitude of foldiers expired on the booty 
which they would not abandon, to fuch a degree 
was their greedinefs excited by the rich fluffs, 
valuable furniture, and heaps pf gold found in 
the fultan’s quarters. This day, one of the moft 
bloody in hiftory, can fcarcely be called a battle. 
It was rather a reciprocal carnage, in which the 
Hungarians loft twenty thoufand rnen, and the 
Ottomans more than thirty, each of the two na¬ 
tions having Ihewn in its turn equal difeourage- 
ment and diforder. The archduke, grieved to 
the heart at having feen efcape him a viftory 
.which he had already gained, turned back into 
Hungary; and Mahomet, perfuadedby his expe¬ 
rience that he was not born for war, haftened to 
Conftantinople with his grand vizier, leaving the 
command of his army to abalhaw called Ibrahim. 

The latter made a conqueft which coft no 
blood and was of great confequence to the Porte. 

The 
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The way wode of Walachia, difcontented,weknow ’597- 

not why, with the archduke Matthias, Sigifmund & ‘°° 6 - 
Battori,and all the Hungarians, feparatedfrom the The 
army with twelve thoufand men, under pretence 
befieging fome places. Ibrahim gained him over *° 
by a fecret negociation ; fo that this prince, on d , icnce 

. • * the grand 

his return to his dominions, received anew the fe! s nior > & 
ftandard and fword from the Porte, promifing hi a to that 

' . „ , r of the era- 

never to carry arms again againft the emperor of peror of 
the Eaft, whom he publicly acknowledged f or theWeft ' 
fovereign paramount of Walachia. A very Ihort 
time after this defection, Sigifmund Battori re- 
figned all his right to Tranfylvania to the em¬ 
peror Rodolph, receiving in exchange the dutchies 
of Oppelen and Ratibor in Silefia, and fome other 
advantages' Though the Turkilh hiftorians 
affert that a peace was then concluded between 
the two emperors of the Eaft and Weft, we find 
in the hiftory of Germany that a war was kept up 
between thefe two powers, during the whole 
reign of Mahomet and part of his fucceffor’s. 

The fultan re-entered Conftantinople withaSj CijsS 
much pomp as if he had added a province to his 
empire; but he found in the effeminacy and in¬ 
dolence of his feraglio ftill greater dangers than 
thofe from which he had fled in Hungary. A 
dreadful plague troubled the city of Conftan- Confon- 
tinople. Never had this malady made fuch ra- ravag'd by 
vageS: feventeen princeffes, fillers of the fultan, 
perilhed in one day, as well as a great number of 
roL.11. Gg ful- 
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^ e c -15^-fuitandfes, dffakys,* odalifks, and other women. 
* 1007. Mahomet was himfelf (lightly attacked, but fuf- 
ficiently to prevent his going out of the feraglio, 
%here the difO'rder was more rife than any where 
tlfe. Cannon were fired in all the ports, even in 
the fquares of Conftantinople, in order to difiipate 
the infected airs and heaps of aromatic herbs 
were burnt in the ftreets. The hiftorians don’t 
tell us the number of the dead; but they mention 
this plague as having been much more fatal than 
jt generally is in the Eaft. 

Mahomet had no fooner efcaped thefe dangers^ 
than he refigned himfelf to his pleafures. He 
abandoned the reins of government to the valid 
The valid fultanefs his mother. It is eafy to conceive how 
abufcTthe a woman educated in Turkey, who has 

leffheX ncver Ca ^ h er view beyond the walls of a haram, 
herfon. accuftomed to tremble before an eunuch, and 
who has exhaufted all her art to gain the affec¬ 
tion of her mailer, can be proper to govern a 
great empire. The valid fultanefs knew no more 
than to grant without reafon and without meafure 
to thofe whom (he liked, or whom (he might fear. 
The chief eunuchs had then prodigious credit; 
and thefe demi-men, as ignorant of (late affairs 
as the women whom they ferved and governed 
by turns, drained the provinces without reflecting > 
on the confequences of fo many calamities. The 
grand vizier, Ali Adah, had neither fufficient 

authority. 


* See page 185 of this volume. 
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authority, nor talents, nor courage, to remedy all 
thefe diforders: thus, the fangiacs received orders & 
continually to opprefs the provinces, or to ftrip 
the rich of their patrimony and the fruits of their 
labour ; and when complaints were carried ta$he 
Porte againft the conduct of thefe officers, who 
had only obeyed the, orders that they had re¬ 
ceived, the valid, to appeafe the people, con¬ 
demned the unfortunate fangiacs to be ftrangled: 
the confifcation of their property enriched fome 
flaves who ftill profited by thefe commotions. 

In the middle of this anarchy, Mr. Debreves, TheFrench 
ambaffador from France, found means to protect ambaffador 

procures 

advantageoufly his countrymen and procure them jufflee for 

° J ~ , his com - 

the juftice which the Muffulmen were refilled. patriots. 
By the treaties between France and the Porte, 
not only the veflels of the grand feignior were 
to refrain from attacking the French mer¬ 
chantmen, but likewife all the other powers, 
even enemies, were to pay refpeCt to the French 
flag whilft in the ports, or latitudes, or on the 
coafts of the Ottoman empire, becaufe the French 
merchants failed under the protection of the 
grand feignior. Notwithftanding thefe privi¬ 
leges, feveral Englilh privateers had attacked -the 
French merchant-men with fuccefs on the coafts 
of Algiers and Tunis, and had divided their 
fpoils with the officers of the Porte. Mr. De- 
breves complained grievoufly to the captain 
vot.. u, Gg> balhaw, 
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Hfg.1006' bafhaw, called Cigala, who, having been a corfair 
^& 1.007. himfelf for feveral years, was accuftomed to pro* 
te<£t thefe depredations and profit. by the booty. 
The French ambafifador,. not receiving any fa¬ 
vorable reply to two fucceffive complaints of two' 
prizes which had been taken, ttys one on the 
coaft of Algiers, the other on that of Tunis, de- 
-clared to the grand vizier, with much haughti- 
nefs, that he was going to retire into Hungary, 
after having prohibited in the name of his matter 
any merchandife to be brought to Conftantinople 
under the French flag. This menace had all the 
effe& that Mr. Debreves had expe&ed. The 
Turks, already greatly embarrafled by the Hun- 
garian war, were afraid of drawing on themfelves 
a new enemy fuch as the king of France. The 
prizes were reftored to the aggrieved merchants, 
and the property of the corfairs confifcated to the 
amount of thefe reftitutions. The French am- 
baffador, after having effedtually defended the 
interefts of his nation, fupported likewifc its dig¬ 
nity, and made the Infidels refpett his religion. 
The quarter pf the Franks fettled at Conftan¬ 
tinople was then at Galata. There were three 
churches, the duty of which was done by Fran- 
cifcan monks, which all the Chriftians publicly 
frequented, purfuant to treaty. Three penitent 
renegades had taken fhelter in thefe churches: 
the law of Mahomet condemns to death all thole 
who leave itj and the Turks are ftill moreen- 

raged 
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raged again ft the renegades that return to theJ-^jw*- 
pale of the Church called by them relapfes, than & >007. 
againft thofe who, born Muflulmen, embrace 
Chriftianity. The mufti haftened to Galata j tfie 
three unfortunate relapfes were dragged from 
their afylum and empaled immediately. As they He pre . 
were preparing to beat down the churches and 
profane the altars, Mr. Debreves ran with what 
French and Chriftians of other nations he could 
gather together, and declared to the mufti, who 
was the author of this tumult, that he was re- 
folved to defend his religion and the public 
exercife of it, which he had a right to perform, 
at the peril'of his life; that, if he perilhed, the 
king of France would revenge the injury dor^e to 
God and his crown. The eloquence and firmnefs 
of the ambaftador overcame the mufti. The ja- 
niffaries, who had run to pull down and burn the 
three churches, were kept back; and, for once, 
fanaticifm was overawed by true zeal. 

An embafly to France had long been talked of. 

King Henry IV. complained of the violation of 
the treaties. Mr. Debreves told the grand vi¬ 
zier, Ali Afian, feveral times, that the only way 
to pacify this prince, whofe alliance was of fuch 
great confequence to the fultan, would be for his 
highnefs to write himfelf to his moft Chriftian 
majefty, that he defired to live in peace with 
France, and protect the commerce of that nation 
throughout his dominions; that, in order to ce¬ 
ment 
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j.c.1598. m ent the union and eftablifh equality, it would 

Ueg.1006, . 

& ioo 7 . not be wrong for the grand feignior to fend fomc 
prefents to the king of France j that then the 
latter would offer fome by his ambaffadors in his 
turn, as praftifed between Perfia and the emperor 
of Conftantinople. The Porte, which had always 
pretended to a fuperiority overall the Chriftian 
powers, had complained feveral times of the king 
of France’s not making any prefents, and had 
never ftooped fo far as to offer any itfelf. The 
grand vizier, who knew that a great number of 
French had engaged themfelves in the Hungarian 
war, and who wifhed to get their mafter to recall 
them, eafily prevailed on Mahomet to execute' 
every thing that the French ambaffador had pro- 
pofed. The Ottoman monarch’s letter conferred 
titles on Henry IV. which not one of his prede- 
ceflors had ever granted to any Chriftian prince. 
Inds T an k ' ^he following was the fuperfeription of it. " To 
the moft glorious, moft magnanimous, and 
France^ “ m0 ^ P ower f u l l° r d of the belief of Jefus, eleft 
“ among the princes of the nation of the Mef- 
“ fiah, mediator between all the Chriftians, lord 
“ of grandeur, majefty, and riches, and clear 
“ guide among the moft great, Henry the fourth, 
** emperor* of France.” This letter contained 
an exaft ftate of the fatisfaftion made the mer¬ 
chants whofe veffels had been taken on the coafts 

of 

* In all treaties with the Porte, the French king ftiles hiaifelf mptnr 
of France. T. 
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of Algiers and Tunis, and an aflurance of aI- c * I S9f- 

Hcg» 10069 

punctual execution of the treaties in future. The & IO °7* 
fultan concluded by requefting his ally the king 
of France not to fuffer his fubjefts to carry arms 
againft the Porte, and to recall thofe who were 
enrolled in great number in the army of the em¬ 
peror Rodolph. A chiau, inverted with the 
title of ambaflador extraordinary, was charged 
to carry this letter, and with it a fword fet 
with precious ftones, and feveral horfes of great 
value. A galley from Conftantinople. was to 
convey this ambaflador to the coaft of Pro¬ 
vence ; but, under fuch a prince as Mahomet^ 
every one was matter except the lawful one. 

Cigala, the captain balhaw, thinking it incon- 
fiftent with the dignity of the Ottoman empire 
to fend prefents to a Chriftian prinbe, ordered 
the captain of the galley which carried the am¬ 
baflador, to make a pretext for putting into the 
ifle of Scio. There, this officer received a pre¬ 
tended order from the emperor to bring back 
the ambaflador to Conftantinople., The vizier, 
who was not Efficiently powerful to make the 
captain balhaw obey him, convinced of the ne- 
cefiity of this proceeding, was obliged to fend 
off his ambaflador by land, notwithftanding the 
war which ought to render a paflage through 1599- 
Hungary very uncertain; but the Imperialifts & 1008. 
tefpeifted the law of nations, and the Turkifh 
ambaflador arrived at Paris. 


One 
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Heg.Ipoyj O ne may fuppofe that this anarchy, whidh 
v & l . Q °!> cau ^ e< ^ muc ^ confufion in the capital, was not 
lefs in the diftant tprovinces. Several Afiatic 
balhaws made a cuftom of not refpedbing the 
orders of the valid fultanefs. Some even de¬ 
fended their heads, which the imprudent ful¬ 
tanefs demanded from them on the faith of that 
blind obedience fo common in the eaftern em¬ 
pire, but which ffie was unable, to main¬ 
tain, The balhaws of Erzerum, Siwas, and 
Caramania, after having,had the chiaus put to 
death that came to depofe them in the name of 
the fultan, declared they would no longer ac¬ 
knowledge for mafter a tyrant greedy of the 
fubftance of the people and the blood of his 
minifters. They feized the impofts in the' hands 
of the defterdars eftabliihed for fending them to 
Conftantinople, and confifcated the timars be¬ 
longing to the officers of the fpahis who remained 
in the fervice o£ Mahomet. The furface of this 
great.empire was foon on fire. Whilft the im¬ 
prudent valid was fending abfolute orders-to 
bafhaws who had her chiaus ftrangled, the duke 
of Mercceur was beating the Ottoman troops in 
Hungary. It was neceflary to fend reinforce¬ 
ments into this province, and the fangiacates 
of Afia, where the rebellion had broken out* 
Commerce was interrupted. The cuftoms and 
quit T rents laid on the lands diminiffied every 
day. The valid and her eunuchs no longer 

found 
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fpiind refources but in the fortunes of rich in- J^’ssp* 

_ ‘ _ ,Heg.ioo7, 

dividuals, which they were not afraid to wreft 
from them* The grand vizier marched to oppofe 
the progrefs which Scrivan, baihaw of Caramania, 
wa$ making towards Conftantinople. This rebel 
was the mpft dangerous, on account of his being 
the neareft. But whilft they were meditating to 
oppofe the torrent which threatened the capital, the 
flre of rebellion broke out within its walls. Tho’ 
there was a confiderable army in Hungary, and 
fcveral bodies of troops in the different provinces 
of Alia, at the head of one of which was the grand- 
vizier Ali Affan, there remained at Conftantinople 
fome odas of janiffaries and a more confiderable 
body of fpahis. Thefe laft were for the moft part 
deprived of their timars by the troubles. They 
befet continually the door of the caimacan Zaadi, 
who adted for the grand vizier. This minifter, be¬ 
ing no longer able to withftand the clamours and 
reproaches of a foldiery more formidable to its 
prince than it had ever been to the enemies of 
the ftste, and fearing left he fhould become the 
pbjedt of public refentment, obtained an order 
to be fliut up in a caftle. The riot was fo great, 
that he folicited as a favor what till then had been 
a c haft ife men t greatly dreaded. 

Meanwhile the fpahis affembled every day 
in the firft court of the feraglio, demanding Sed . idon of 
loudly to be made fatisfadtion for the timars the f p* h ' s - 
which the weaknefs of the government had loft 
voL. ii. Hh them. 
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Heg. 1007! ^ Cm « They foon learned that Scrivan had 

* !°°*j gotten poffefilon of the town of Burfa and all its 
territory. On this, they made new complaints 
to obtain a pay in compenfation for the reve¬ 
nues of their lands; for thofe fpahis who are 
timarians, not only ferve without pay, but are 
obliged to maintain feveral troopers. Thus, 
feveral odas of this corps receive nothing from 
the public treafury; and thofe that are paid, 
pretending to be timarians like their com¬ 
rades, always take part with the latter. They 
wanted to have the treafures of the mofques 
opened to them; but the mufti, and the kiflar 
agafi, the chief of the black eunuchs, who by his 
place has the management of all the royal 
mofques, ftrongly oppofed the demands of this 
mutinous foldiery. One of their chiefs, called 
Houfiain, ftirred up all thofe that were at Con- 
ftanrinople, crying they were the only vidims 
of fo many diforders ; that, whilft all the re¬ 
volted bafhaws were feizing on the ruins of the 
empire, and maintaining their comrades in plen- 
teoufnefs at Burfa, Erzerum, and Siwas, they 
alone were ftarving at Conftantinople, becaufe 
they had not the fpirit to demand what belonged 
to them. Thefe. feditious cries foon aflembled 
thofe that had reafon to complain. The janif- 
laries did not engage in this quarrel; but they 
faw with a fecret pleafure this corps, generally 
more quiet than theirs, on the point of a revolt, 

and 
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and perplexing the chiefs. All the fpahis having J-c-1599* 
repaired to the outer court of the feraglio in arms ^ »°° 8 ^ 
and on foot, demanded loudly to have their offi¬ 
cers admitted to proflrate themfelves before the 
emperor. As no anfwer was made them, and the 
gate of the fecond court remained ihut, they pro¬ 
ceeded from intreaties to threats; they declared 
they would burn the feraglio, if it were not inftantly 
opened to them. The janiffaries ferved the fpahis 
.ufefully, by remaining fpedtators of a revolt which 
they would not oppofe. The grand feignior had 
only the boftangis left, who guard the inner part of 
tlje feraglio $ but thefe troops, eftablifhed more for 
the dignity of the throne than for the fafety of 
the emperor, were neither fufficiently numerous 
nor warlike, to keep in fubjedlion feven or eight 
thoufand old foldiers, ftrongly interefted, and 
who relied on the weaknefs of the chiefs. Tins 
tumult awoke the emperor frpm his lethargy: 
it was necefiary to do fomething, The caimacan 
Mamout and ,the mufti advifed him to hear the 
complaints of the rebels, and to appear to grant 
to the juftnefs of their demand what he was con- 
ftraiped to do by force. 

The two principal fpahis were to be introduced 
to the feet of the emperor j but they refufed to 
come in a lefs number than thirtvj ahd as it is 
the ufage of the Porte to appear unarmed before 
the fultan, the deputies gave up their lances and 
fwords, but they took care to keep under their 

vol.ii. Hha clothes 
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clothes poniards which could not be feen. The 
grand feignior received thefe deputies on his 
throne; he was accompanied by the mufti, the 
caimacan, three other viziers of the bench, the 
aga of the janiflafies, fome other officers of that 
corps, and fome capiggis intended to execute the 
orders of their matter. Houflain and his com¬ 
panions kitted the ground feveral times at the 
foot of the throne: after having raifed them- 
felves, Houflain reprefehted With great vehemence 
the complaints of the fpahis and the diforders 
which weakened the empire; he demanded the 
reftoration of the timars, or money iriftead- of it, 
and complained that the viziers, and efpecialiy 
the eunuchs, exercifed a power as unlimited as 
unjuft. He concluded with haughtily demand¬ 
ing, in the name of the fpahis aflembled in the 
outer court of the feraglio, the heads of the laft 
caimacan, then fiiut up in a cattle, of the kiflar 
agafx, chief of the black eunuchs and governor of 
the haram, of the capi agafi, chief of the white eu¬ 
nuchs and governor of the grand feignior’s pages, 
Houflain added that the fpahis would not dilperfe 
’till the three heads demanded wereexpofed to their 
eyes, and that the money which they had a right 
to exaft were given them. Mahomet trembled 
on his throne; his minifters were not lefs terrified 
at the fight of mutinous foldiers who prefumed to 
give orders to their matter, who marked out their 
vi&ims, and who might treat in the filme manner 

thofo 
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thofe who Ihould excite their fufpiciorts or hatred. 

Thfeemperor did not think of refilling. Whilft 
the capiggis were gofte for the three prbfcribed 
victims, the caintacan Mamout faid, in favor of 
his predeceflor and the two eunuchs, that they 
-bUght not to be condemned unheard, and that it 
would not be juft to put them to death if they 
had only executed the grand feignlor’s Orders. 

As foon as they were arrived, Houlfain repeated 
the fame accufations. The late caimaCan, Zaadi, 
replied folely by producing his orders figrted by 
the emperor, with which he had taken care to 
provide himfelf. The prince, embarrafled, de¬ 
fended to jollifications, and faid, that he had 
been impofed on by Timatkchi, the junior vizier 
or balhaw of the bench, whom he inftantly de¬ 
livered to the executioners. Already was this 
unfortunate man on his knees, and the fatal bow- 
ftring around his neck,' without his being per¬ 
mitted to fay a fyllable in his defence, when the 
aga of the janilfaries, a friend of Timatkchi’s, 
and who wilhed likewife to try the credit of his 
corps, declared that all his comrades took Ti¬ 
matkchi balhaw, who had ferved a long time in 
the janilfaries, under their prote&ion, and he 
haughtily demanded of the fulcan the pardon of 
this fuppofed criminal. Mahomet, who knew 
only to opptefs thfe weak and yield to the auda¬ 
cious, readily granted the life of Timatkchi, as 
' the fpahis did not demand his execution. When 

the 
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j.c. 1599. thg cau f e 0 f t he two eunuchs was examined, they 

Hcg.1007, ' 

10 °8- could alledge, as a pretext for the innumerable 
The chiefs exa &i° ns w hich they were reproached, only 
of the the pleafure of the valid fultanefs. They were 

bl.-ckand f 

'white eu- ftrangled almoft at the foot of the throne. The 
**mgied. mufti, wbofe dignity did not (helter him fronj 
the fury of the rebels, declared that he would not 
oppofe the taking of money from the treafures of 
the mofques to pay the fpahis with, provided 
it were only for a certain time. The emperor 
promifed to fend new armies againft Scrivan and 
the other rebels. The fpahis difperfed on feeing 
the dead bodies of the two eunuchs, and the bags 
of money which were inftantly given them. The 
fedition was fuppreffed for this time; but the 
mufti, frighted at the dangers which he had ef- 
caped, voluntarily refigned his dignity j and 
having condemned himfelf to a voluntary exile, 
he retired to the ifle of Rhodes with immenfc 
riches, which he would fain fecure. Houflain, 
■who ftill poffeffed great power, and the caimacan, 
prefented in concert an effendi, or ecclefiaftic, 
devoted to their own intereft, to fill this impor¬ 
tant dignity. He was called. Zani Houlla, and 
had always been the enemy of the grand vi¬ 
zier. The caimacan hoped that this ambitious 
effendi would be of ufe to him in his defign of 
wrefting the feals of the empire from his fuperior. 

The news of the infurrection of the Ipahis, and 
the promotion of Zani, affli&ed Ali Affan, who 

commanded 
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commanded the army in Afia againft Scrivan. J- C - *599- 
This minifter was not ignorant of his having * “»*• 
every thing to fear from the favor of the caimacan 
Mamout. A fedition, the iflue of which had 
been favorable to the rebels; a new chief of the 
law whom he knew to be his enemy; the weak- 
nefs of the matter j the caprice of the fultanefs- 
mother j the little fuccefs which he had himfelf 
had agairift the rebels (for he had been obliged, 
to raife two fieges); every thing prefaged to Ali 
Allan an approaching fall, if he did not recover 
his late afcendancy over the feeble Maho¬ 
met. He left the army under the command of 
a lieutenant, and haftened to Conftantinople un¬ 
der pretence of communicating to the emperor 
fome propofals from the rebels. 

On his arrival he fent for the aga and feveral 
chiefs of the janiflaries, and reproached them 
gently for the ina&ion in which their corps had 
remained during the fedition of the fpahis. He 
excited their jealoufy as much as he poffibly could 
againft thefe troopers, who ufurped in the empire 
an authority which the janiflaries alone had ’till 
then held, telling them that they ought to be the 
hands of the fovereign. Ali Aflan had reafon to 
feek the friendlhip of this foldiery ; for the mo¬ 
ment was not far off when he would want their 
afiiftance. The caimacan and the chief of the 
Ipahis had no fooner learned the arrival of the 
grand vizier at Conftantinople, than they haftened 

t.P 
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procure fr°m the new mufti, their creature, a 
* 100 ^ fetfa which condemned Ali A flan to lofc the feals 
and his life. The caimacan Marnout carried i( 
The mufti immediately to the grand feignior. Thefe fetfas, 
ret'* * as it is well known, are not decrees, but pretended 
pi?! 1 ' advice founded on the Alcoran, that the chief of 
Afn.* 11 the law gives the fovereign, and which is almofl? 
Theater, a j WS y S re fpe£ted, becaufe the explanation of the 
San" feripture belongs to the mufti, as the execution- 
t^'grinT appertains to tbe grand feignior. The grand 
vizier being come to pay his refpe&s to his maf- 
ter, Mahomet, irrefolute, Ihewed him the mufti’s 
fetfa. The minifter allured him that this chief 
of the law was only the venal inftrument of the 
fpahis i he accufed him even of having received 
thirty thoufand fequins from the caimacan Ma- 
mout, who hoped that this fadtion would r^ife 
him to the dignity of grand vizier. He reminded 
Mahomet of his having never done any thing 
without his confent, or his mother’s, and pleaded 
his caufe with fa much fuccefs to the fultanefs 
and her fon, that before he left the feraglio he 
received an order for having the caimacan in- 
llantly ftrangled. He fent, tq execute him, two 
capiggis, who did not find the caimacan at home, 
and who fought him in vain elfewhere, as the 
news of their commifiion were already fpread. 

. On this rumour, the fpahis aflembled; and the 
grand vizier having learned that HouflTain, with 
a numerous troop, was ready to enter his palace 
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to make him fuffer the punifhment which he in- In¬ 
tended for .the caimacan, he had but juft time 1 ° o8 j f 
to have his doors fhut. The approach. of 
night interrupted the tumult. The grand vizier 
efcaped by a back door to the aga’s of the janif- 
faries, from whence he wrote orders to all the 
odas of janiffaries, topggis or artillery, and all 
the levantis or marines, to parade armed at break 
of day before the outer court of the feraglio. All 
the. troops being arrived at the appointed place, “£• 
the grand vizier Repaired thither himfelf efcorted a g ™ n s ft a j he 
by two hundred janiffaries; he read aloud thefe 
words written by the emperor with his own hand: ^mfeives 

,, . , , . . indifferent 

You, janiffanes, topggis, and levantis, who have p^ aces * 

“ faithfully ferved my anceftors, I order you to 
<e chaftife the rebels in concert with my grand 
“ vizier Ali Aflan j that is the way to merit my 
tf favor.” All the odas replied by acclamations, 
and feveral chiefs came out of the ranks and de¬ 
manded of the grand vizier that the’new mufti, 
whom they believed guilty of having received 
thirty thoufand fequins for a falfe fetfa given 
againft him the vizier, and confequently of being 
the author of all thefe troubles, might be accufed 
to his highnefs, and fent into exile.* They 
added that the fpahis fhould be firft ordered to 
deliver up their chiefs to be put to immediate 

vol. ii. ' I i death, 

* Neither tht mufti nor any effendi can be put to death whiift he con. 
tinues in the ulema. This is the chief privilege of that corps j and no 
ioltan has ever prefwntd to derogate from it, 
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death, and that, if they refufed, they wpuld then 
marc ^ againil them. They were informed, that 
this cavalry was drawn up in fquadrons in feveral 
parts of Conftantinople, and that Houffain’s 
troop was ranged in the place called the yard, 
with the caimacan Mamout at their head. A lilt 
of the profcribed was immediately made; it con¬ 
tained fifteen names, at the head of which were 
the caimacan’s and HouiTain’s. The fpahis re¬ 
ceived with indignation the deputies of the j*- 
niflaries j they threatened even to run them 
through with their lances “if they durft bring a 
fecond time fimilar proportions. In the moment 
when the grand vizier received the anfwer of the 
fpahis, he received likewife a letter from the ful- 
tan, who, agreeably to the wifhes of the janif- 
faries, depofed the mufti, and declared one of the 

The mufti . 

is depofed. two cadilelkers, mufti in his place.§ The new 
chief of the law placed himfelf at the head of 
the troops with all the pomp belonging- to his 
dignity. He was called Abul Meiamen. After 
the reading of the emperor’s letter and the accla¬ 
mations of the troops, the grand vizier laid before 
the mufti the anfwer of the fpahis, and defired 
him for a fetfa to regulate his proceedings by. 
His foe- Abul Meiamen inftandy drew up his decifion in 

ceffor give, 1 1 

agdS the terms : ft The fpahis, refuting to deliver 
fpahis, “ up the rebels, and undertaking their defence, 
little’ time, “ become rebels themfelves, and traitors to the 
Sek^ms. “ fublime 

$ There are two cadUcflttn, both lieutenants to the mufti. 
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‘f fublime emperor. This corps ought to, be 
" broken, if they don’t immediately lay down * l( *;^ 
u their arms. The law of the holy prophet or- 
« ders their being reduced by force.” -The 
grand vizier, provided with this fetfa, ordered 
the gates of Conftantinople to be Ihut. The 
decifion of the new mufti was publifhed, not at 
firft to th'e fquadrons molt numerous commanded 
by' Houffain, and at the head of which was the 
caimacan Mamout, but to thofe fartheft off, fe- 
veral of which, not having any of the chiefs of ^ 
the rebellion among them, alighted from their 
horfes left they fhould be punifhed for faults 
which they had not committed; they declared 
they would obey the fetfa. On thefe news being 
' fpread,' all the fquadrons of fpahis alighted from 
their horfes one after another. Thofe, who were 
refolved to defend theif chiefs, barricaded them- 
felves in houfes, which the grand vizier having 
learned, he fent parties of janiffaries to attack the 
different retreats of the rebels. The cannon;which 
were fired in the ftreets, at the rifk of every thing Thofe> 
that mi^ht happen, beat down walls almoft all 
of wood : a number of thefe unfortunate perfons 
preferred death to afking quarter. All thofe who are 
threw themfelves on the clemency of the van- 
quifher were granted their lives. The caimacan 
Mamout, Houffain, and eight others of thofe 

# and fix ate 

that were profcribed, died with their arms in their delivered 

\ ■ t I • 1 to the exe- 

hands. The fix wno remained, being taken a- cuiioner. 
you II. I i 2 live. 
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Lg'.,'”’; live > were publicly ftrangled. On this the fpahis* 
t & returned to their duty. The grand vizier had 
the late mufti arrefted, who, ’till then, had been 
clofely watched. As he cobld not be put to 
death, he was deprived of his liberty and all his 
property, and condufted to an ifland in the Ar¬ 
chipelago for the remainder of his days. The 
crime imputed to him, of having received thirty 
thoufand fequins for profcribing the grand vizier,’ 
was never proved j but the emperor remained 
convinced of it. This infurreftion, which had 
lafted but two days, coft however a great deal 
of blood. Other chiefs were given the fpahis, 
and every thing feemed pacified at Conftan¬ 
tinople; but this humbled cavalry retainted a 
latent grudge againft the janiflaries : they fought 
by parties whenever they could find an opportu¬ 
nity, with white fticks, their ordinary arms in 
time of peace. 

jx.1600. The fultan, willing to appeafe thefe troubles, 
& 1009. ’ fent all the fpahis from Conftantinople. A fa- 
w,r in vorable occafion prefented itfelf. The Perfiafts 

Perfia. . 

had jult le.nt troops to try to recover the province 
of Shirvan, which they had loft. The grand 
vizier advifed his matter to oppofe only cavalry 
againft the cavalry of the fophi ; and as he had 
but a bad opinion of this war, he gave the com¬ 
mand to Cigala, the captain bafhaw, whom he 
had a long time hated: thus there was not a 
fingle fpahi left at Conftantinople ; and whilft 

the 
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the eaftern empire was armed at the fame time J^- \ 6 °^‘ 
againft Perfia, the weftern empire, and the rebels & 
of Afia; the emperor, Mahomet, remained in the ' ^ 
bofom of pleafure, amidft his wotnen and eu-_ 
nuchs, and the grand vizier Ali Allan governed 
in his place, referving to himfelf the right of 
puniihing the baffiaws that commanded thd ar¬ 
mies. . The power of this minifter inebriated ' 
him foon to fuch a degree, that he treated with 
contempt all thofe that had beft ferved him in 
the laft fedition. All his art was employed to 
pleafe the people and the privates of the janif- 
faries ; but he foon became odious to the prin¬ 
cipal officers. What hurt him moft was the 
authority of the fultanefs-mother, not becaufe ffie 
governed badly, but'on account of her pretending 
to govern without him. He undertook to get her 
baniffied, without confidering that this woman, 
unfit for bufinefs, was more flexible and better 
formed for intrigues than himfelf; that the fa¬ 
cility of feeing her fon whenever ffie pleafed, her 
addrefs in flattering his caprices, and her long af- 
cendancy which had never been contradi&ed, 
would always render a mother formidable to thofe 
that meditated her downfal. The vizier never 
fpoke to the emperor but he complained of the 
faults of the fultanefs; and Mahomet faithfully 
related to his mother every thing that his minifter 
had faid to him. Timatkchi baffiaw, the vizier 
of the bench who had been already condemned 

t to 
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j££*t° death in the firft fedition, and whom the aga 
of the janiflaries had faved from being ftrangled, 
ak Affan was executed, without any one but the vizier 
greuimm 1 knowing for why j and, by a cruel ingratitude, 
cxtcuted. Aflan had this fame aga of the janiflaries put 
to death under pretence of extortion, who had 
preferved him the feals and his life in the fecond 
infurre&ion. Cigala had been beaten in the 
Shirvan almoft immediately on his arrival. Per* 
fuadedby.his experience that a captain balhaw 
was not deflgned to command by land, he had 
alked and obtained his recall. All Aflan thought 
to exculpate himfelf from the bad choice which 
he had made, by punching him whom he ought 
not to have put to command, an army. The 
fangiac of Diarbekar was ordered to have Cigala 
ftrangled as he pafied through his government, 
j.c.ifioi. All thefe profcriptions were indifferent to the^, 
H 's ,,00 5 »imbecile Mahomet; but his mother meditated 

tt IOJO, 

ferioufly the deftru&ion of a fubaltern tyrant, 
who fcemed to be trying his ftrength on the .firft 
heads of the ftate, only ?o demand her’s with 
more certainty. The affe&ion of the people, and 
of all the private janiflaries^ for this redoubtable 
vizier, rendered him only more odious to the 
bafhaws and the valid fultanefs. This was the 
pretext taken for his deftru£lion. The mufti, 
the bafhaws of the bench, and the kiflar aga. 


aflured the emperor that Ali Aflan was endea¬ 
vouring to make himfelf independent j and that, 

after 
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after the example of Seri van who hadthyown off 
the yoke in Natolia, the vizier wanted to leave 
the emperor only the appearance of fovereignty. 
,( Let ybur highnefs, faid the kiflar aga, but de- 
“ mand of Ali Affan the feals of the empire, and 
,c if all the janiffaries don’t inftantly revolt, I’ll 
“ fuffer death.” This fort of defiance roufed 
Mahomet, He fent inflantly the capiggi pachi 
to demand the feals from the grand vizier. The 
latter did not dare refufe them j but, within an 
hour after the news of his depofition had been 
fpread, all the odas*of janiffaries appeared in 
order of battle. They fufrounded the lodgings 
of their aga, whom they knew to be the creature 
of the valid fultanefs, and threatened aloud to 
ttar him to pieces. The people were as dif- 
pleafed as the janiffaries at the fall of Ali Affan. 
The depofed vizier did not appear; but the tu¬ 
mult was fo great that the odas pachis, who were 
thd officers of molt confiderat'ion that had part in 
this rebellion, had the boldnefs to penetrate in a 
large number into the inner part of the feraglio; 
and having met only the capi aga, the boftangi 
pachi, and fome other officers attached to the 
grand feignior, they declared to them that Ma¬ 
homet muff, for the fafety of his crown, reinftate 
Ali Affan in his dignity. Luckily for Mahomet, 
the depofed grand vizier was as much hated by 
thofe that had power as beloved by the foldiery. 
The mufti iffued a fetfa againft Ali Affan and his 


.C.i6oz* 
leg. 1009*' 
& 1010 9 


AiiAflonis 
depofed 8c 
ftrangled, 
fpite of the 
protection 
of the }a- 
nifiaries* 
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j.c. 1601. abettors. The money of the valid fultanefs, fea- 
1 fc - 1 ° 0 °j ^ ofta bly diftributed, was as efficacious as the 
decifions of the chief of the law. For three days 
the janiffaries, arranged in battle, feemed to wait 
for fome one to put himfelf at their head. The 
feraglio was fliut j no divan was held j and the 
adminiftration of juftice, even the markets, were 
interrupted. But no one had drawn his fword. 
The bafhaws, who did . not appear in public, 
drew over, by means of emiffaries, the odas pachis 
one after another; they diftributed money to 
them, and promifed recompenfes to thofe that 
ihould prevail on the troops to return to their 
duty. No officer of confequence appeared at the* 
head of this fedition. Every one began , to fear 
left he ihould be thought to haVe excited it, and 
in confequence lofe his head on a fcaffold. As 
foon as one oda had difarmed, all the others 
haftened to follow this example. This infur- 
reftion coft no other blood than the grand vizier’s, 
who, after having had fo many great officers of 
the feraglio ftrangled, was ftrangled in his turn, 
as foon as Mahomet thought he might condemn 
him without danger. 

j.c. ifoz. The feals were given to Dhierra baihaw, who, 
*£g! 1 ®?o, brought up in the feraglio, had fucceffively filled 
& all the charges of the empire, and whofe abilities,, 
in the prefent ftate of affairs, procured him the- 
place of grand vizier. He found the ftate agi¬ 
tated on fo many fides, that he knew not which 

way 
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way to diredt his attention. The duke of Mer- J- c - ’ 6o *> 
cceur had taken AJbaregalis and beaten feveral Heg.1010, 
times the balhaw Mahomet in Hungary; but <—v—* 
fince the death of that prince, which happened Dhlerra, 
in the moment when he thought to reap con-for, fends 
fiderable advantage from his vi&ory, the ba- co^mTncT 
lhaw Mahomet had retaken Albaregalis andg” r f“„d 
feveral other places of lefs importance. The Kimfdfto 
archduke, Matthias, who had fucceeded the Lor- 
rain prince, not being equally fortunate, the 
grand vizier, Dhierra, thought he rriight leave 
the Hungarian war to Mahomet bafhaw, He 
marched againft the rebel Scrivan, who was daily 
making new progrefs in Caramania. This ufur- 
per had taken Burfa in concert with the bafhaws 
of Erzerum and Siwas. He declared publicly 
that he would free all Afia from the yoke of the 
Ottomans. Burfa, the ancient capital of the 
fultans, and the cradle of their power, was con- 
fiderable and well fortified. Scrivan from thence 
iffued his orders to all thofe who had acknow¬ 
ledged him for their deliverer. The two gover¬ 
nors of Erzerum and Siwas, from his equals, were 
become his lieutenants, and they began to nego¬ 
tiate with Perfia whofe fuccours could advance 
the execution of their defigns; but the Tub tie 
vizier found means to gain over Scrivan’s friends. 

After having vanquilhed the bafhaw of Siwas, 
he made ufe of a feigned lenity to the prifoners, 
who expected to be put to death as traitors; he 
voLir. Kk fent 



254 


HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 


j.c. 160*, £ent feveral of them to the bafhaws of Erierum 

& 1003. 

and Siwas, promifwg them pardon, and even the 
«—v—* favor of their mafter, if they would endeavour to 
He gains triake the revolted towns and foldiers return to 

over the 

oftKerebei t ^ ie ‘ r allegiance. He promifed them the fame 
& ssriv’an f° r their chief, impofing on all three, for repa¬ 
wn . ration of their fault, to go to the Hungarian war y 
after they fhould have given up the fangiacates 
of which they had purpofed to make fovereignties. 
The two lieutenants, who faw they Ihould be no 
greater in ferving the ufurper than they had been 
under their lawful mafter, feized the occafion 
offered of obtaining the abolition of a crime 
which might one day coft them their lives. They 
fangiacates made at the fame time their own conditions and 
th e b m E in en their accomplice's. One of them obtained the 
Europe. f an gi acate of Priftina, and the other that of Sophia; 
and Scrivan was told, when he thought himfelf 
ftill fovereign of Burfa, that the invincible fultan, 
his mafter, would give him the government of 
Bofnia; that he had no longer either troops or lieu¬ 
tenants in Afia j and that he muft go to Hungary 
and fight againft the houfe of Auftria. Scrivan fub- 
mitted to neceffity, and the grand vizier thought 
he had adled wifely in having reftored the empire 
half its Afiatic dominions on the point of being 
feparated from it, tho’ it were not prudent perhaps 
to oppofe foreign enemies with traitors and turn¬ 
coats. But under fuch a mafter as Mahomet, nei¬ 
ther conftancy, nor firmnefs, nor juftice, could be 

expedled. 
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expe&ed. He was implacable to the weak only, 
and he yielded always to thofe that could refift him. He s- IO,0 > 
His love of every Ipecies of debauchery had fo *—v —* 
altered his health, that at ripe age he was quite 
decrepit. Mahomet, only thirty-feven years old, 
was the victim of all the diforders of his life : he 
had drawn on himfelf the contempt of this troop 
of women and eunuchs with whom he had in¬ 
dulged his indolence. One of the fultanefles, the 
mother of the eldeft of the princes, feeing her 
credit diminiih with her charms, envied that of 
the valid fultanefs. A fon, feventeen years old, 
brought up, like all the emperor’s children, in 
the feraglio of Conftantinople, and who was par¬ 
ticularly fond of his mother, promifed her. un¬ 
bounded authority, if he ever came to the throne, 
which Mahomet appeared no longer capable of 
filling. The ambitious Fatma (that was the 
name of fhe fultanefs) nouriflied in the heart of 
the prefumptive heir an impatience of reigning, 
which the young,, imprudent prince took no care 
©f difiembling. He faid, rather publicly, that, 
if Mahomet funk foon under his difeafes, or 
the fceptre fhould efcape from his hands, he 
would take care to repair the errors of a reign 
which was nothing but an anarchy j that he would 
make the Ottoman arms be refpeded, and that 
he would not divide the government of the em¬ 
pire with thofe who had endeavoured to overturn 
it. At this very time Conftantinople was af- 
voi..n. Kk2 ' Hided 



256 HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 

J&16Q3** with a famine. The people cried that the 
H & 8 io°i°‘ dfltfedations of the minifters and the incapacity 
of the matter were the caufe of their fufferin^l. 
The young prince’s feditious difcourfes refounded 
throughout the feraglio; they were foon carried 
to the emperor, who difcerned in them, or fancied 
that he difcerned, the iiriprefiions Of the fultanefs 
, Fatma. More fanguinary than his father Amu- 
rath, who, on fimilar fufpicions had contented 
hiitifelf with keeping his fon at a dittance from 
the foldiers and all who might have incited a re- 
or puts to volt, Mahomet faw in his fon a fa&ious rival only, 
d” a fon whom he could eafily crulh ■, he condemned him to 
vorite fuf- be ftrangled, and the order was executed without 
tsnefs ' any one’s attempting to defend this prince yet too 
young to have been able to form himfelf a party. 
Fatma, his mother and only accomplice, was 
thrown living into the fea, inclofed in a leather 
fack. Thus Mahomet ftifled love and nature j 
and having nothing to fear from what furrounded 
him, he chofe rather to put to death culprits that 
fhould have been dear to him, than to curb them, 
though he could have done it with fo much eafe. 

The famine, which had defolated Conftanti- 
nople for feveral months, was followed by a 
dreadful plague, occafioned by the pernicious 
aliments which the multitude, through neceflity, 
had been conttrained to make ufe of, and by the 
infe&ion from the dead bodies. The emperor, 
whofe powers were exhaufted, and whofe ihattered 

conftitution 
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conftitution could no longer fuftain the effe<£ls of J' c * ,6ot * 

0 & 1603* 

the difeafe, funk*under this fcourge which he Heg.1010, 
had once refilled. Mahomet was thirty-leven <— 
years old when he died in December 1603. He Mahom«. 
had reigned nine years and feveral months. The 
good fortune of the Ottoman empire preferved it 
from one part of the calamities which might have 
been expected from fuch an incapable prince, 
and thofe which his minifters might have com¬ 
mitted in his name. The Hungarian wars, and 
the frequent revolts in Afiatic Turkey, were not 
fo fatal as might have been expe&ed, Thofe, 
who attentively examine the fate of empires, fee 
that, in the complicated concatenation of fe- 
condary caufes, talents or incapacity, virtues or 
vices, have not always their full effe&j and 
that he, who regulates every thing here below, 
afts often independently of the men whom he has 
defigned to be the inftruments of his power.. 


A C H M E T I. 

FOURTEENTH REIGN. 

A CHMET I. was only fifteen years old when 
he came to the empire. This was the firft 
time that fo young a prince had reigned in Tur¬ 
key. He was lefs cruel, but not lefs ablolute, 
than either of his predecelTors. Mahomet had 

left 
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J^j^° 2 >lefc but two fonsj at lead the people knew only 
Heg.^oi 0 , Muftapha brother to Achrnet. The new em- 
v —j peror, either through a repugnancy .for the bar¬ 
barous cuftom of his anceftors, or a wifh to fecure 
the Ottoman race, which no longer fubfifted but 
in two Ihoots, would not put him to death. It 
confifcatu was neceffary to diftribute money to the troops 
cfthevaifd on his acceffion to the throne; Achrnet fulfilled 
mother and ufage with the treafures heaped up by the 

WhTthe fultanefs his grand-mother. After having thus 
feized on all the fruits of her oppreffions, the 
emperor fent this valid to the old feraglio, where 
Ihe enjoyed for the reft of her life a very moderate 
penfion only, without any minifter, or other 
perfon whatfoever, except the eunuchs, being 
permitted to have any correfpondence with her. 
j.c., 604. Achrnet I. had pofTefled the throne but a few 
Heg. 1013. months before the grand vizier, Dhierra, died, 
points 2 The young monarch chofe neither of thofe that 
Se“g*inft furrounded him to fill this important office, 
(he valid He would fain divide the cares of the empire 
humo- with him of his fubjefts whom r,enown pointed' 
ojut as the moft worthy. Murad, bafhaw of 
Grand Cairo, in the middle of the troubles of 
the laft reign, had kept all the African do¬ 
minions in the moft profound peace, and had 
faithfully tranfmitted the impofts to the pub¬ 
lic treafury, without oppreffing the people or 
enriching himfelf. Achrnet fent the fcals to this 
faithful fervant at the extremity of Egypt, and 

ordered 
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ordered him to repair to Conftantinople a s feon J^- 
as polfible. This choice of an old man, fage y—» 

and full of experience, made by a prince of 
fifteen years old, notwithftanding the felicitations 
of all the balhaws and the prayers of the fel- 
tanefs-mother, who, aiming at the fame credit as 
the laft valid, had propofed a grand vizier to her 
fen : this choice, and the firmnefs with which 
it was fupported, announced to the whole empire 
that Achmet was determined to make the fceptre 
be refpe&ed in his hands. Notwithftanding thele 
promifing commencements, feme balhaws thought 
they had chofen a favorable moment for throwing 
off the yoke, when a child held the reins of the 
empire. Calender, balhaw of Erzerum, and Ca- 
lil, balhaw of Aleppo, offered Shah Abbas, the 
lophi of Perfia, the homage of their balhawcies, 

: which they hoped to be able to hold in fove- 
reignty under his crown. 

When the news of this revolt arrived at Con- j.c. 1605, 
ftantinople, the emperor was juft fallep lick of 
the fmall-pox. The grand vizier, Murad, whofe & IO ' 5 ' 
prefence was highly neceffary in the divan, fent fic'/ofW 
the captain balhaw, Cialis, againft the rebels, 

The example of Cigala in Perfia proved the im- b »* 
propriety of trying, on fuch an important occa- 
fion, the talents of a general who had never 
commanded, nor perhaps ferved by land j but 
the prefumptuous Cialis folicited this employ, 
which he juftly confidered as the fecond in the 

empire. 
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J*’i6o6 S * em P* re * This was the man whom the fultanef* 
Heg.1014, had in vain propofed to her fon for grand vizier. 
«—v-J Murad, who governed during the illnefs of the 
emperor, feeing that the valid fultanefs fup- 
ported the requefl of the captain balhaw, durft 
not prefume to thwart her choice, becaufe 
Ihe was likewife the mother of Muftapha the 
brother of Achmet, who would fucceed to the, 
throne, in cafe of the emperor’s death. Cialis 
was therefore permitted to march againft the 
rebels. Their audacity was fuftained by a pow¬ 
erful reinforcement of Perfians. The balhaw of 
Erzerum had already gotten pofieflion of Antioch, 
Damafcus, and Tripoli, and Riled himfe.lf defpot 
of Syria. The fop hi Efcheref,. fon and fucceffor 
6f Shah Abbas, had fent an ambaffador to him 
with letters which treated this rebel as fovereign. 

The cap- _ # 

tainbaihaw The captain bafhaw, Cialis, was conRantly beaten 

is beaten, , . , , , 

give* during the whole campaign, though at the head 
fuffers^the of a hundred and twenty thoufand men of the 
theimpoiisbefl troops of the empire; fo that after having 
to be taken. loR in three battles more than half his army 
with much ground, he was obliged to fall back 
into Caramania, where he pitched his camp. 
To add to the misfortune, the rebel's petty 
fleet took fome Ihips which were carrying the 
impofts from Egypt to Conflantinople. This new 
misfortune might likewife be imputed to Cialis, 
who, as captain balhaw, Ihould have difpofed the 
convoys fo as to fecure a fafe paflage for the 

revenues 
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revenues of the empire. Achmet, enraged 
fee his arms-in fuch wretched hands, and to fuf- Hcg.1014, 
fer fo many Ioffes by the fault of one man, re- * 
called Cialis to give an account of his conduit. 

The captain balhaw left the army, tormented 
with the greateft inquietude. His only hope was 
in the valid fultanefs; but the latter was far from 
having that authority over her fon which the 
mother of Mahomet had. affumed over hers. 

Before Cialis was near Conftantinople, a fangiac 
had orders to have him ftrangled. All the cap-Achmet 
tain bafhaw’s property was confifcated. Though 
confiderable, it was inefficient to indemnify the 
Hate for the tributes which the rebels had feized 
on, ftill lefs for the men and land which this bad 
general had loft. 

Thefe Ioffes induced Achmet to conclude a™ 

, . 11. grand 

peace with Rodolph emperor of the Weft. The feignior 

fecks to 

affairs of the Forte were much better in Europe make peact 
than in Afia, on account of the weftern empire’s Gern&ans* 
being divided by Lutheranifm, the fubjelts hav-M^- 

• * • n 1 * 1 nat:d their 

ing taken up arms againft this monarch. The °. wn 
novators demanded the free exereife of their re- fentions by 
ligion, granted by Maximilian and Ferdinand, of 
and contefted by Rodolph. They became'•'ftill 
greater enemies of their country than theMuflyl- 
men j and whilft Boftcaie, a Tranfylvanian gen¬ 
tleman, ele&ed waywode of that province by a 
powerful party, made himfelf matter of feveral 
places in upper Hungary, Achmet, who had ap- 

vot. 11. LI proved 
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lfio6 5 ’ P r °vcd of the ele&ion of Boftcaie, and had re^ 
t^-4, ceived his oath as fovereign paramount, fent 
’—baJhaws with a few troops to make conquefts 
vrhich caufed fcarcely any thing more than difpla- 
cing garrifons. In this manner the Turks 
made themfclves mailers of Neuftadt, Prefburg, 
and Neuhaufel. They hoped to recover Raab 
with the fame facility; but, notwithstanding the 
reunion of all their forces, they loft a number of 
men before that place and were obliged to raife 
the fiege. The Germans foon reflected on the 
fatal confequences of their divifions: fenfible of 
the folly of thus deftroying one another, they 
delired peace j and Rodolph, for the intereft of 
his crown and that of his fubjefts, confented to 
give way to them the 2d of June in the year 
1606. The emperor, the deputies of upper and 
lower Hungary, and Boftcaie, waywode of Traa- 
fylvania, confented to a celebrated treaty, called 
the pacification of Vienna. The emperor therein- 
confirmed and acknowledged the laws and im- 
munities of the kingdom of Hungary. The 
Lutherans and Calvinifts obtained the free exer- 
cife of their religion i and Boftcaie was confirmed 
waywode of Tranfylvania. To render this peace 
mQfe folid, an affociation was made with the 
kingdom of Bohemia, and with Silefia and Mol¬ 
davia. All thefe people feemed interefted in 
knowing no other enemies than the MufTulmen. 

Achmet, 
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Achmet, who wanted peace as much as Ro-J 
.dolph, fought the mediation of the waywode 
Boftcaie. This prince procured a conference '—/—> 
near Comorra, a ftrong town in upper Hungary. 

A camp was pitched at fome diftance from that 
town, where the plenipotentiaries of the two 
empires repaired with equal efcorts. As the two 
parties equally wiihed to difarm, they were foon 
of a mind. This treaty contains fourteen ar¬ 
ticles, of which we lhall give the fubftance. Treaty of 
Firft, that the emperor Rodolph lhall give the eluded at 
MufTulman prince the title of fon, and that Achmet between 
lhall give the Chriftian monarch that of father J mans and 
fecondly, that both (hall reciprocally ftile them- Tu ks ’ 
felves emperors ; thirdly, that the two monarchs 
lhall mutually fee that there be no more hoftilities 
of any kind, either in Hungary or the other 
Rates j fourthly, that the king of Spain lhall be 
received into their refpedtive alliance if he wilh 
fo to be i fifthly, tha.t the Tartars lhall be in¬ 
cluded in the pacification, and that the Ottoman 
monarch lhall be anfwerable for any infringe¬ 
ments which they may make therein j fixthly, that 
the two nations lhall be able, by obferving the 
peace, to fall on the Turkilh or German free¬ 
booters or corfairs, without the nation to which 
the corfair lhall belong, being able to confider 
this juft proceeding as an infringement of treaty; 
feventhly, that the towns, fortrelfes, and caftles, 
lhall be guar J.itied on both Tides from all fur- 
VQL. ir. LI 2 prifes 
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J^‘^05. prifes or attempts, as well as the countries and 
Hcg.1014, territories dependant theron, without the leaft aft 
»—■v—» of hoftility’s being committed, under pretence of 
Jhortnefs of time or ©f the trenches’ not having 
been opened ;* eighily, that Boftcaie fhall con'* 
tinue waywode of Tranfylvania, and that all the 
prifoners fhall be given up on both fides j ninth¬ 
ly, that all difputes fhall be decided by the four 
neareft bafhaws and governors of the places where 
they fhall arife, to wit, two Turks and two Ger¬ 
mans i that if thefe chiefs cannot agree, they 
fhall be reported to the two emperors j tenthly, 
that the two monarchs fhall refpeftively fend am- 
baffadors to each other charged with prefents; 
eleventhly, that this truce fhall laft twenty years, ( 
counting from the firft day of the year 1607, on 
condition that the monarchs, every three years, 
fhall mutually fend one another ambafiadors; 
twelfthly, that this treaty fhall bind in like man¬ 
ner the fucceffors of the two monarchs, whether 
they be in a direft or collateral line from the 
two contracting princes; thirteenthly, that the 
town of Yaccia fhall be remitted to the emperor 
of the Weft, and that that of Gran fhall be ceded 
to the emperor of the Eaft, upon condition that 
the taxes and imports fhall not be augmented in the 

two 


* This article profcribed a cuflom of the Turks and of all the otlCr 
MulTulmen, who thought they had a right to take any town in the tpidg 
«f peace, provided the liege did not laft above two days. T. 
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two towns, and that the inhabitants lhall preferve j.c.1605, 
the free exercife of their religion and refpedive ifcg.1014, 
privileges ; fourteenthly, that the Turks lhall 
not ex ad their tributes by open force, but by. the 
courfe of juftice j that they fhall appoint officers 
to govern, both in the towns and villages ; and 
that no ad of violence fhall be committed but 
by their order, and only againft thofe Who fhall 
have infringed the laws. 

This treaty, written in both languages, was firft 
figned by the plenipotentiaries, and afterward by 
the two monarchy. It caufed much joy in Hun¬ 
gary, which for many years had been groaning 
under oppreffion, and had fuffered all the cala¬ 
mities of war. Achmet I. went publicly to re¬ 
turn thanks to God. This was not the only trea¬ 
ty concluded with the Chriftians in the courfc 
of the year 1606. The French ambaflador, pro- 
tedor by birth of all. the Franks that had no 
minifter at Conftantinople, had complained a 
long time that the ancient treaties were not well 
obferved; that the commerce with the Weft, fo 
neceflfary for the Turkilh empire, was difordered 
every day by the avidity of the officers of the 
cuftoms and the rapacity of the corfairs, parti¬ 
cularly of Tripoli, Algiers, and Tunis j that there 
was no longer any fafety in the Teas, or even in 
the ports, for thofe that brought Huffs, wares, 
and all'forts of inftruments, from Europe, which 
the Mufiulmen'knew not how to procure j that, 

far 
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!££* far from the induftry of the Franks being paid 
Heg. 1014) an d encouraged, as it merited, bad treatment and 
i—^ habitual grievances drove away every day thefe 
aftive merchants, who had hoped for a fair 
return for all the troubles and innumerable dan¬ 
gers which they had been obliged to brave. Mr. 
Debreves, for he was ftilf the ambaflador from 
France, profecuted two other fubje&s of com¬ 
plaint for the good of all Chriftendom. The 
people, and efpecially the janifiaries, frequently 
infulted the priefts and monks that inhabited 
Galata and Pera. The pilgrims were aggrieved 
that went to Jerufalem to vifit the Holy places. 
The immenfe fums which the balbaws exa&ed 
from thefe Chriftians, conftrained the richeft to 
beg on their return; and when, reduced to the 
greateft mifery, they fought their fubfiftence by the 
roads, often were they taken up as vagabonds, 
and dragged into flavery, where they periflaed 
through ill treatment. The name of Henry IV. 
and the attention of the French ambaflador; 
remedied all thefe diforders. This minifter, 
worthy of the matter whom he reprefented, con¬ 
cluded a new treaty, contained in fifty-five ar¬ 
ticles, of which we Ihall content ourfelyes with 
giving the fubftance. 

Treaty The firft thing therein regulated was the pre* 
Tiranacedency of the French ambaflador over all the 
theTurto ' other Chriftian powers,' fo that this minifter, at 
Conftantinople, does not even give place to that 

of 
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of the emperor. The free exercife of the Chrif* J- c - i 6 °s* 

• . . & 1606. 

nan religion and the fecurity of the churches in 
the quarter of the Franks were next confirmed. 

The liberty of the pilgrimage of Jerufalem was. 
aflured, and exempted in future from ail vex¬ 
ations. The fafety of commerce was eftablifhed, 
by fixing the cuftoms on t;he merchandife alone, 
and abolilhing the extortions introduced on the 
merchants at their coming in and going out of 
the ports, for themfclves, their veffels, and crews. 

- This treaty received its fan&ion in a public 
audience, which the grand feignior gave the am* 
bafiador of France, in which he charged him 
with letters for Henry IV. full of marks of efteem 
and kindnefs. 

Meanwhile the bafhaw of Erzerum, the pre- j.c. 1607; 
tended defpot of Syria, extended, his conquefts Hes ’ 1016, 
almoft without ftriking a blow. He had laid the 
principal towns of Caramania under contribu¬ 
tion, and would have penetrated as far as the 
ftraits of Gallipoli, if the grand vizier had not 
taken the field with fixty thoufand men, Murad 
bafhaw fuccefsfully oppofed the rebel’s progrefV. 

He depended infinitely more on the addrefs of 
his negotiations than on the ftrength of his arms. 

And indeed the Afiatics, fond of novelties, were 
as eafy to be brought back to their lawful matter, 
as they had been to join the ufurper. Murad 
bafhaw fent every where before him fpies and 
fecret emiflaries, who penetrated into the towns 

and 
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’^7- a nd offered the fangiacs, eftablifhed by the pre-- 
v —v —* tended prince of Syria, and even to the troops 
•whom they commanded, not only a pardon, but 
to fome the favor of a more powerful monarch. 
The gates of the ftrongeft towns were opened at 
the approach of the fultan’s. army. As the gar- 
rifons came and ranged themfelves under the 
ftandard of Murad bafhaw, the grand vizier 
found himfelf at the head of thofe whom he was 
come to fight. He arrived with a hundred and 
fifty thoufand men within a little diftance of Er- 
;zerum. The ufurper had no more than forty 
thoufand fighting men, with which he had the 
affurance to withftand the army of his matter that 
was more than twice as ftrong as his own. Hav¬ 
ing chofen an advantageous camp in thefpace 
left between the troops of the grand vizier and 
the town, it became necefiary for Murad to pre- 
Therebel pare to attack Calender therein. The ufurper 
defended himfelf three days with incredible cou- 
the^grand^ rage. After having loft more than thirty thou- 
Iftt^aTd 0 fand men, he thought it high time to look to hit 
‘“own fafety. Whilft his remaining foldiers were 
figb^ng in retreat, Calender gained Erzerum in 
wick order to feize all the gold kept there, after which 
pardon. 2^ too k t he road to Perfia. The grand vizier, 
who admired the valour of this rebel, and who 
believed him to poffefs inexhauftible refources, 
attempted to gain him over, as he had done all 
the fangiacs of his party. Calender had feen 

«nd«r 
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tinder the laft reign Scrivan, an ufurper like 
himfelf of the government intruded to him, re- 1 * 
turn to his allegiance, and become peaceably 
bafhaw of Bofnia. This example induced him 
to liften to Murad’s propofals, on the aflurance 
which the grand vi2ier gave him in Writing, that 
he fhould be pardoned, if he would go and throw 
himfelf at the emperor’s feet. Calender dif- 
banded all his troops, after having procured them 
a general amnefty; he then placed himlelf at the 
head of a hundred horfe only, and peaceably 
eroded all the country that he had raifed into 
rebellion. His fight and difeourfe did not con¬ 
tribute a little to the bringing back of thefe 
provinces to their allegiance, or at lead to con¬ 
firm them therein. On his arrival at Conftan- 
tinople, he defired to fee the emperor. This 
rebel was admitted to the public audience of 
Achmet, juft as the ambaflador of a great mo¬ 
narch would have been. He had fattened to his 
turban the grand vizier’s written promife of fafety 
for his perfon and property. Calender, being 
come to the foot of the throne, after the cuftomary 
ceremonies, addrefied the monarch with a refpedfc 
mixed with firmnefs: he faid, among other 
things, to the fultan, that he remitted Syria to 
his power anddiredtion, and that he had pretended 
to govern that province, only when he thought hrs 
mafter too young to fupport the weight of it. 
Achmet, who had had one of his generals ftran- 
voL.11. Mm gled 



HISTORY oe the OTTOMANS. 


®7® 

f° r having fled before Calender, faithfully 
•—v—^ fulfilled the engagements contra&ed with this 
re bel j he even gave him the government of Te- 
m^kesUm mefwar in Europe, but Calender did not long 
TWwlr. poflefs it. The very firft year of his admini- 
reS'the ft rat ‘ on » he refufed to fend all the money that 
™p°* s > he had gathered in his fangiacate to Conftan- 
juftiy tinople; and as he had not at Temefwar the fame 

ftrangled. . ... 

authority and refources which had rendered him 
fo formidable at Aleppo, the capiggi pachi went*, 
without any other forces than four of his men, to 
ftrangle, in the middle of the troops and in his- 
palace, him who, two years before, had made 
war with his matter. 

1.C.160S. Though the example of Calender had reftored 
«eg.*oi7- order in a great many of the Afiatic provinces* 
ovtrrmis th® rc were y et remaining in Caramania three 
his*rmy> rebels, who were to be looked upon as more 
?he P ro' fies formidable becaufe they were fortunate. They 
vin«s ai- were called Bulad, Mafli, and Joufef, All three 

moft with- . 

out fttiic • had troops in their pay, and ftiled themfelves 

ingablow. ■ 

fovereigns feudatory to Perfia. The old vizier, 
Murad, who knew the value of human blood 
better than any other Ottoman, undertook to 
deftroy thefe ufurper-s by one another. After 
having wintered in Syria, he marched his formi¬ 
dable army into the provinces occupied by the 
rebels, avoiding the fortified places in which they 
were themfelves, and the approach of their army. 
The country which he over-ran was foon brought 

under 
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under fubje&ion. When the fangiacs, who o-J- c,l6oR * 
beyed the rebels, looked as if they would refill, *—v—* 
Murad propofed to them to become officers of 
the great Ottoman monarch, rather than the ac¬ 
complices of a rebel whole downfal was certain. 

The gates every where were thrown open to an 
army that was not an enemy: all received the 
commiffions of the emperor Achmet, and pre¬ 
vailed on the people to fide with the ftrongeft. 

On the arrival of the grand vizier at Cogni, which 
held for Bui ad, he reduced the fangiac of that 
town, as he had all the others, and received from 
this traitor offers of the mod important fervices 
Againft the man whom ’till then he had considered 
as his mailer. This fellow, who had never been 
any thing higher than a fubaltern in the fpahis, 
had been made fangiac by Bulad on account of 
■his great credit with the people. The grand 
vizier, feigning to give him his confidence all at 
■once, afked how many foldiers he could furnilh 
him for an attack by furprife: the fangiac of 
Cogni replied with a prefumptuous tone that, 
if his fecret were kept, he was certain of affem- 
bling a fortnight after, in a place which he men¬ 
tioned, thirty thoufand men well armed and ready 
to do every thing that he-Should command them. 

The grand vizier affefted a great deal of fatis- 
faflion at this offer? but the fangiac had no 
Sooner left him, than Murad fent after him four 
vol. ir. Mm2 capiggis. 
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licg I017' ca P'gg^ s > who ftrangled him before he was out 
v^» of the palace. 

Meanwhile, Bulad learned at Tiagna, where he 
had fixed his refidence, the death of his lieutenant 
of Cogni, and of Calender ftrangled at Temef- 
war. Thefe news convinced him of the neceflity 
of looking to his own fafety ■, but not thinking 
himfelf ftrong enough to refill a numerous army, 
and being afraid to truft to the grand vizier, who 
was far from being fo merciful as he wilhed to 
appear, Bulad refolved to flee into Perfia. Mu¬ 
rad learned this defign by intercepted letters from 
Bulad to Malli his accomplice. 'The grand vi¬ 
zier, though a very old man, feared neither 
fatigues nor dangers.} he refolved to flop Bulad 
in his way, hppipg that the head.of this rebel, if 
he could fend it to his mailer, would fave a great 
many foldiers. Murad left the command of his 
army to his defterdar aga, and haftened with the 
• choice of his fpahis to lay wait for Bulad in a 
defile. He arrived there efcorted by twelve 
hundred horfe. The grand vizier, who had three 
thoufand fpahis concealed behind fome rocks, 
furprifed the rebel on his march} his twelve hun¬ 
dred horfe made fuflicient refinance to render the 
battle very bloody; almoft all perilhed in defend¬ 
ing Bulad and his fortune: for this rebel had de¬ 
pended greatly on fome precious Hones of great 
value, and a confiderable quantity of gold which 
he was carrying to the king of Perfia. The old 

general 
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general had ftulad ftrangled as ( he lay wounded on 
the field of battle, after which he carefully took v —j 

poflfeffion of all thefe riches, without abandoning- The e rinl 

, - A G vieier has 

the fmalleft part to the troopers who had feized Bulad p uc 

. to death* 


On his return to the army, he received orders 
from the Porte to march againft the fophi. The Htj re _ 
eourtiers who furrounded Achmet had raifed in «“£££ 
him fuch a miftruft of this vizier, who was con- theem - 

_ . . peror t» 

firming his authority in Afia, that the emperor 
was ready to confound Murad with the rebels 
whom he was reprefling. Achmet recalled by the 
fame order all Murad’s lieutenants, and fent other 
officers in their place, lefs to obey this general 
than to have an eye upon his conduft. This 
prime minifter perceived his matter's injuftice; 
but he was neither lefs zealous nor lefs intrepid 
;n his fervice. He eafily comprehended that the 
divan had decided on a war againft Perfia only 
becaufe he had different proje&s. Murad, at 
eighty-fix years of age, fhewed that indifference 
for life which years give old men, when their 
fouls are not enfeebled thereby. He refolved to 
apply all his talents and attention tp the fervicfe 
of the ftate, let what would be the confequence. 

He wrote his matter a letter, which the hiftorian 
Naima effendi has preferved us, and of which the 
following is a tranflation. 

“ Thofe, who furround your highnefs, perfuade Letter from 
,f you that your greateft enemies are in Perfia i bis snatUr. 


but 


Cf 
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“ but I will venture to allure you that they are 
Vrry"—i “ in your own dominions, and perhaps around 
« f your throne. If your highnefs purfue the 
“ fophi, and leave in peace in Caramania thofc 
•* that ftill ftile themfelves feudatories of that 
** prince, the number of fubjeds which I have 
“ brought back to your obedience in Afia, will 
* f foon return to that of the rebels. I have cn- 
“ deavoured to beat down the heads and re- 
“ ftore you the hands that have been wrefted 
** from your highnefs’s fervice. There are ftill 
“ remaining two dangerous rebels, Malli and 
“ Joufef: it is thefe, without doubt, who under- 
<f hand are the occalion of your being urged to 
“ undertake a war with the Perfians. If your 
“ highnefs will permit me, I will chaftife thefe 
*' two rebels and fpare their foldiers. At all 
’ “ events, I will march your army towards Scu- 
** tari, and not towards Perlia. Your highnefs 
** will judge, and give me your orders, which I 
“ will faithfully execute, when they lhall come 
,f from your mouth. The reft of my life is at 
* c my emperor’s fervice, which he will difpofe of 
“ according to his powerful will and pleafure.” 

This letter having reached Conftantinople fe- 
veral weeks before the vizier, had all the efFed 
that he had expe&ed from it. The emperor not 
only Ihewed him no ill will for his pretended dif- 
obedience, but even impofed filence on the ene¬ 
mies of this faithful fervant, who, having en¬ 
camped 
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camped at Scutari the major part of his troops, 
made his entry into Conftantinople as in triumph. »—* 

They carried before him four’hundred pair of 
colours taken from the rebels, and the heads of all 
the chiefs that be had had put to death. 'Murads “ ake * h “ 
in the firft audience that he had of his matter; into Coa- 

, * ftantino- 

was treated with great honors. Aehmet had p‘ e * and ** 
him clothed with a robe of gold cloth richly celved 
furred, and the emperor fattened himfelf to his p<*or. 
turban a magnificent egret of diamonds* which 
were part of the jewels that the grand vizier had 
juft remitted him. 

Meanwhile, the captain bafhaw, the caimacart* He con- 
the mufti, the kiflar aga, and all the enemies ofSS* 
the grand vizier, who durft not openly attack 
.him, undertook to ruin him fecretly* by accufing t r £ u ^“ 
thofe who had enjoyed his confidence. The def- 
terdar aga, whom Murad had brought to his 
army to be at the fame time treafurer and lieute-, 
nant, had thrown into the public treafury all the 
gold taken from Bulad, and all the imports which 
the towns returned to their obedience had com- 
fen ted to pay to their lawful matter. The ene¬ 
mies of the grand vizier, never conceiving it 
ppffible to abftain from pillaging when it was in a 
man’s power, thought that by accufing the def- 
terdar of having diflipated a great deal of this 
money, that officer would be conftrained in his 
turn to make his commander refponfible for the 
fums which he ffiould have let him take. On 

the 
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j.c.i6o 8. t yi e acculation being made in open divan, the 

Heg.1017. t 0 r 

- v —j grand vizier was the firlt to demand that the def- 
terdar Ihould be conduded to the prifon of the 
Seven Towers, and that all the bafhaws of the 
bench and all the-other defterdars Ihould infpedl 
his accounts. The niceft examination could not 
difcover the le'aft collufion or the fmalleft error. 
The accufed officer came out of the caftle of the 
Seven Towers, to continue the exercife of his 
charge j and the emperor’s confidence in the 
prime miniller did but increafe. The vizier, 
after having calmed all thefe ftorms, and obtained 
his mailer’s approbation of the conduct which 
he meant to follow, returned to his troops en-*' 
camped at Scutari, fully determined to deftroy 
the remaining rebels. 

T.c.^09. It was reported abroad that Murad was pre- 
M e6 ' I0I *j paring to march againft Perfia. The grand 
which he viziCr wrapped up his defigns in a cloak of myf* 

puni flies . rr , , . ° , , , 7 

the rebels tery, fays the hutorian Naima; and as he knew 
jouAf. no one more culpable than Mafli and Joufef, he 
defeended to a ftratagem in order to draw thefe 
two lions into the nets which he fpread for them. 
Mafli was lurking with fome thoufands of free¬ 
booters in the arid mountains which border on 


Caramania. The hamlets, fo rare in thefe coun¬ 
tries, look more like haunts of thieves than towns. 
This country, which they call Itchili, contains 
no other riches than fome paftures proper for 
horfes, and thefe horfes carried Mafli’s foldiers 

into 
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into thofe parts of Caramania where there was J; c - l6o |- 

t . Heg.1018. 

booty. The grand vizier, Murad, at the head v —■> 

,ofhisarmyin Afia, vainly endeavoured to draw 
. Mafli towards him. On his arrival at Scutari, he 
wrote to. the bafhaw ,of Caramania to tiy again 
what he, the grand. vi2uer> had not been able to 
execute. He promifed this officer the rank of 
vizier or.bafhaw of the,bench, if, by favoring his 
feint, he enticed this - rebel to him, whom he 
wanted to force in the inacceffible places which 
.feryed him as a retreat. The bafhaw of Cara¬ 
mania lent "the patent of fangiac of Itchili to 
Mafli. Hefaidhe had juft received it for him 
from the Porte, and that he could not help ap¬ 
proving his conduct, fmce it procured him the 
favor of the emperor. “ Without doubt,” wrote 
this bafhaw to Mafli, “ the old grand vizier, to 
“ whom a weak matter leaves all the govern- 
<c ment, is going to let us rule our provinces as 
* £ we will j we fhall belt's governors than tri- 
“ butary fovereigns. In fuch favorable circum- 
“ ftances, it will be right for us to be on good 
« terms. We muft fee one another in order to 
“ aft in cpncerf. The fangiac of Itchili fhould 
« have a, correfpondence with the bafhaw of 
" Caramania: come and fee us, and we will 
** intruft our common interefts to no one but our- 
“ felves.” 

Meanwhile, the grand vizier himfelf undertook 
to deceive Joufef. This rebel, more audacious 

vox., h. N n than 
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Jkg J io°$‘ t * ian Mafli, had penetrated into Narolia, entered 
v—* Magnefia, and (tiled hhnfelf delpot tributary to 
the fophi. Murad wrote him a letter full of 
affection, in which he reproached him with his 
foolilh conduft. “ How can you fuppofe,” faid 
he to him, “ that Natolia can continue to be held 
<c of the Perfian empire ? Meafure the diftance 
« from Magnefia to Conftantinople, and from 
” Magnefia to Ifpahan, do you think you can 
“ deftroy the Ottoman empire founded on (o 
<c much riches and glory ? My fon, do you no 
“ longer remember the time when you were un- 
** der my command in Egypt ? Your youth 
tl announced talents and valour* Would you 
(t turn againft yourfelf What (hould one day ren- 
ft der you illuftrious and happy ? Our powerful 
** emperor has ordered me to conduct to Mag- 
« nefia the army which we intend againft Perfia. 
“ I have prevailed on him to defer it: I would 
xc rather gain you over than lofe you. You (half 
« hear the advice of my old age. Come to my 
** camp at Scutari, and you (hall receive kind- 
u nefies inftead of the chaftilerrtent you merit. 
“ Achmet wilhes to prevail on you to ferve him. 
« He will not refufe you' the government of 
“ Magnefia; you may depend on it; but you 
“ will hold it of the Ottoman fceptrej and, from 
“ a rebel defcrving punilhment as you are at 
** prefent, you will become one of the firmeft 
“ pillars of the throne. You (hould be (hankful 

« to 
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" to your matter, (who can oppofe you with two j®°|; 
<c hundred thoufand men,) for making you thefe 
<e offers.” This letter threw Joufef into the 
greateft perplexity. Not thinking himfelf fuf- 
ficiently ftrong to refill the Ottoman army, if 
the Perfians did not come to his afliftance, be 
thought it would be more advantageous to obtain 
one of the fineft governments in the empire, than 
to fuftain longer a war which fooner or later 
would prove fatal to him. On the other hand, 
his partifans perfuaded him againft trufting to 
the grand vizier, who had already put to death 
Calender, Bulad, the fangiac of Cogni, and 
feveral others, who were no more culpable 
than Joufef. “ Natolia is large,” faid they to 
him j “ if we have not men enough to refill the 
“ Ottoman forces, regular troops don't mind 
“ forced marches. A general may defend him- 
felf againft a great xrmy, by choofing his 
** camps, and keeping at a diftance from the 
“ enemy.” After long debates, Joufef, who had 
been touched by the carefies of the old vizier * 
who remembered likewife that Bulad had perilhed 
in arms j that Calender had been punilhed, only 
for having behaved ill in his new government, 
obtained after having made his peace j at length 
chafe the fide to which he had always inclined. 

After having promifed his followers to have them 
included in the amnefty which he was about to 
obtain for hfcnfelf, he repaired with a fmall re- 

N n 2 


vot. II. 


tinue 
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ifcgJoi!.' l ‘ nue t0 t ^ ie cam P at Scutari. The grand vizier 
1 received him with every, demonftration of joy; 
he even conduced him to Conftantinople, where 
the grand feignior had the generality to admit 
this repenting rebel to the honor of killing the 
foot of his throne. It was rumoured that Joufef 
was going to be made bafhaw of Natolia. One 
may well fuppofe with what eye the courtiers 
and principal officers of the troops beheld the 
firft dignities of the empire diftributed to thofe 
'that had merited the fevered: chaftifement. The 
clamours were renewed againft Murad j but thp 
emperor would hear nothing. The commiffion 
of bafhaw of Natolia, refiding at Magnefia, was 
made out for Joufef. The grand vizier, who had 
him lodged in his tents, and who appeared una¬ 
ble to do without him, retarded his departure 
tinder different pretexts.' He confulted with him 
on the Perfian war. One .day as they were alone 
together, both apparently occupied with ftate 
affairs, they announced to the grand vizier a 
capiggi who came from ( Caramania, and who had 
brought a box from the bafhaw of that province. 
Murad, fufpe&ing the object of this meffage, 
made a pretext for difmifling Joufef. As foon 
as he was alone he opened the box, in which he 
found the embalmed head of Mafli the , rebel. 
The bafhaw of Caramania wrote the grand vizier, 
that having enticed this chief of the rebels to 
Cogni, under pretence of taking meafures with 

him 
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him to become his accomplice, he had caufed fc- ‘®° 9 - 
him to be ftrangled in fecret, and had publilhed •—v—» 
that Mafli died of an apoplexy; that fince that, 
not one of his lieutenants had dared put himfdlf 
at the head of his party, which was difperfing of 
icfelf. The old vizier faw the inftant favorable 
for extinguiftiihg every lpark of this rebellion. 

He invited Joufef to dine with him the next 
day, and as foon as he perceived him at a dif- 
tance, he faid to him: <c Your wifhes fhall be 
• f fulfilled, my fon; you are no longer neceflary 
“ here. We are going tt^ feparate. However 
“ painful this may be to me, I voluntarily con- 
“ fent to it, fince it is the intereft of our fublime 
“ emperor that demands it.” Joufef, who would , 
rather go and govern Natolia than continue in 
the vizier’s camp without authority though in 
apparent favor, received thefe, news with joy. 

He placed himfelf at table ; but the grand vi¬ 
zier having gone out for a moment under fomc. 
pretence, thofe who remained in the tent told 
the pretended balhaw that he muft inftantly fay 
his prayers and die. It was ufelefs for him to 
afk to' fee Murad, and complain of his perfidy. 

The followers of the grand vizier executed the 
orders which they had received with great promp¬ 
titude and feverity. As foon as Joufef was 
ftrangled, his head was cut off and expofed, with 
that of Mafli, in the moft conspicuous place of 
the camp, a chiau'crying aloud : *' Thus lhall all 

" thofe, 
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j.c.1609. u thofg be treated who lhall dare forget the 

Heg.1018. , — 

»—v—> “ power of pur fublime monarch.” This .man¬ 
ner of punilhing was little worthy of the fupreme 
power, and one might accufe of treachery the 
minifter who had madeufe of it. But Murad 
did not think himfelf bound to keep his word 
with rebels who had been the firft to break their 
oaths. He employed this mean as that which 
would coft leaft blood and' fooneft re-eftablilh 
tranquility in the provinces. 

j.c.1610. This tranquility was fcarcely felt, before pre- 
Heg.1019. p arat j olls f or a f or ej^ n W ar were begun. The 

with pS. Ottomans were then at peace with Europe. The 
foivedVn archduke Matthias, become king of Hungary in 
2 vi« 0 f he the life time of the emperor Rodolph his brother, 
SMT 4 had fent ambaffadors to the Porte to renew the 
Mutad. a iJiances between the two powers. This made 
Achmet, and particularly the divan, more earncft 
for war. He would fain recover Bagdad, a town 
of Irac, very convenient for commerce, and which 
the Perfians had found means to get poffeflion of 
in the middle of their bad fuccefs. The grand 
vizier was far from being fo fond of war as his 
mafter and thofe that compofed the divan. His 
age and experience made him confider an expe¬ 
dition againft Perfia, as the moil dangerous and 
the leaft advantageous of any that could be un¬ 
dertaken. But he was obliged to give way to 
the torrent, or rather to the emperor’s orders, 
who, though full of confidence in his grand vi¬ 
zier. 



A C H M E T I. 


zier, was not lefs abfolute. Murad took for lieu- J* c * 16, °* 
tenant Nafuf balhaw, an a&ive,’ enterprifing man, y-j 
who had acquired great riches in different fan- 
giacates. His ambition not being fatisfied, he Hc deparU 
had wheedled himfelf into the grand vizier’s fa- V ‘l*',, 

, . ° head of the 

vor, hoping that the part which he fliould take * ro °PV ad 

• , keeps them 

in the government, would* furnifh him with the * longtime 
means of feizing the reins, and of foon fucceed- march., 
ing this old minifter. The army marched from 
Scutari for the frontiers of the Shirvan j • it was 
to be in created, as it advanced, to the number of 
two hundred thoufand men. The grand vizier. 

Who always thought his troops would fuffer foon 
enough, did not prefs this march ; every thing 
was a pretext for halting. In five months the 
army had hardly reached the Diarbekar. Nafuf 
bafhaw, who had only one objeft and one hope, 
thought he could turn this flownefs to his own 
advantage. He wrote fecretly to the Porte, that 
the age of Murad rendered him incapable of the 
fatigues of wars that his repugnance for that 
which he had commenced, prefaged inevitable 
difgraces, if he were permitted to continue the 
command. Nafuf offered the emperor thirty 
thoufand fequins in ready money, and a like fum 
the following year for the expence of the necef- 
fary fupplies, if his highnefs Would make him 
grand vizier in the place of Murad. The fultan, 
who had a fenfe of gratitude and efteem for his 
minifter, fcnt him Nafuf’s letter, leaving him 

abfolute 
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j.c:.i6io. abfolute matter of the fate of this lieutenant, 

Heg.ioic, 

" v —v-J either to make him grand vizier or a mazul, or, 
even to have him ftrangled. Murad fhewed his 
friends Nafuf’s letter to the grand feign ior,, 
and that which' this prince had written to 
him with it. All • accufed the lieutenant of 
ingratitude and treachery.^ Every one agreed 
that Nafuf bafhaw deferved death. Murad hav¬ 
ing fent to order him to his tent, faid to him 
on his.arrival with a fevere tone: “ Do you 
“ know this writing?” “ It is mine,” replied, 
the bafhaw, not yet knowing the contents of the 
paper. “ You have then written this letter to 
“ the emperor ?” continued the. grand vizier. 
Nafuf, .confounded, made no reply. “ Have 
“ you now in your poflfeffion the thirty thoufand 
“ fequins that you promife the emperor Na¬ 
fuf replied in the affirmative. On this* Murad, 
ordered the defterdar to go and take -this fum in 
Nafuf’s tent, and return with the bafliaw imme¬ 
diately on having received it. This order being 
quickly executed, the defterdar and the bafhaw., 
reappeared. The latter, who was afraid of being 
ftrangled, would fain attempt to juftify himfelf, 

He refigns ° r rather defcend to entreaties; but Murad, in- 
the empire ter ™pdng him, faid : “ Since you think yourfelf 
lieutenant “ b e£ter able to command the army than I am, 
Nafuf. <c j remit you the charge of it and the feals of 
“ the empire, become too weighty for my age. 

“ I make you grand vizier, agreeably to the 

“ powers 
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* c powers that I have received from our power-J; c * ,6, °- 

* * Heg.1019* 

cc ful emperor. Be faithful to him: may your v-* 
ft arms be victorious!” He immediately Aflem- 
bled the army, and proclaimed hij fucceflor him- 
felf. The new grand vizier marched the army 
towards Tauris. Murad remained in the Diar- 
bekar j he went and ended his days in the capital 
of that province. This minifter Had ferved his 
mafcer arid country ufefully; he died at eighty- 
nine years of age, feveral months after having 
refigned the feals of the empire. 

His fucceffori, who had (hewn fo much impa-j.c.ifiu. 
tience to try the Ottoman arms with thofe of the The"nlw°* 
Perfians, loft all his a£tivityas foon as he found 
himfelf at the head of the armv, either that he vour , s 5° 
had the fame opinion as Murad of the event of jeact * 
the war, or that he was impatient to go to Con- 
ftantinople to exercife his employ of grand vizier. 

The hiftorians, fo fertile in the particulars of 
campains, don’t give any of this. Theyobferve 
only, that the two armies being arrived in fight 
of each other near Tauris, the advanced parties, 
inftead of provoking one another to blows, began 
to confer, and that this conference produced pro- 
pofitions which the grand vizier fent to the em¬ 
peror Achmet. This prince having accepted Peace con „ 
them, Nafuf bafhaw brought back his troops, cluded ' 
and with them an ambafiador from Perfia, charg¬ 
ed with procuring the treaty to be figned by the 
Ottoman monarch. The conditions of this peace 

Toi.,11. Oo were. 



286 HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 

j.c. i6n. W ere, that the Shirvan fhould be ceded to Perfiaj 
'——' that the fophi’s eldeft Ton fhould bear the title of 
prince of Tauri?} that cadis fhould be fent from. 
Conftantinople, who fhould adminifter juftice to 
the Sunnites in all the towns of the Shirvan j that 
the Aliians and the Sunnites fhould have equally 
the free exercife of their religion there that the 
fophi fhould pay every year two hundred loads of 
filk, by way of tribute for that province, which he 
acknowledged to hold of the Ottoman court. 
There was then feen, what had never been fince 
the foundation of this warlike empire, a profound 
peace, which the emperor Achmet enjoyed the 
firft j for one cannot call war fome ravages which 
the duke of Tufcany made on the coaft of Afia, 
and which were of no other confequence than 
the burning of feveral haunts of corfairs, and 
fome loads of booty wrefted from their hands. 

The grana The grand feignior employed this fpare time 
bufws^a in building a mofque in the hippodrom, juft by 
mofque. g t _ Sophia’s. This edifice, though fmaller than 
the firft, furpaffes it in magnificence. The out- 
fide is loaded with ornaments, and the infide is 
adorned with two hundred plates of gold, on 
which are engraved fentences of the Alcoran and 
Sunna, and feveral names of different prophets. 
Each of thefe plates is enriched with fixty precious 
ftones. The Muffulman temples cannot be de¬ 
corated with pictures, becaufe Mahomet has for¬ 
bidden the reprefen tat ion of any living creature; 

he 
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he confidered it as a great crime to reprefent aJ^»®”-' 
body without giving it a foul. The Turkilh —* 

hiftorians fay this mofque coft a great deal of 
money. One of them, quoted by Cantimir, 
accuftomed to exaggerate like all the others, 
afferts, that when this edifice was finifhed, it was 
calculated that every drachm weight of ftone coft 
the emperor three afpers, which make about 
three farthings fterling. 

The peace which reigned throughout the Ot- J-c. 1612. 

. , , , , , , Heg.ioa j. 

toman empire rendered the year 1612 but little 
fertile in events. The Turks received two Chrif- 
tian ambafiadors, the one from the emperor 
Matthias, brother and fucceffor of Rodolph II. 
to confirm the tieaty of Comorra made in 1606; 
the other from the Dutch to fettle a treaty of 
commerce. Thefe mercantile people perceived 
the necefilty of directing their own affairs with 
fuch an opulent and idle nation as the Turks, 
and what advantage there would be in importing 
the riches directly from the climate, in exchange 
for fruits gathered in the newly difeovered iflands, 

•and all the productions of their induftty. One 
of the firft commodities with which the Dutch 
furnilhed the Ottomans, was like to excite great 
troubles in the capital and even throughout the 
empire. A Dutch vefiel having brought fnufF 
to Conftantinople, when the ufe of this plant was 
but juft known in Europe, the Turks at firft 
ufed it with proftifion; but, when they perceived 
vol. 11. O02 that 
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h eg". 1021! that duft, frequently taken, caufed fneezings 

*—v—* and even a kind of drunkennefs, the mufti and 
the imans, who were not forry to find occafions 
for exercifing their authority, feized this with 
avidity. They faid, that, when Mahomet for- 
actemgts to bade the ufe of wine and all fermented liquors* 

forbid the » 1 • • . 

ufe of £ he prophets intention was to prohibit every 
feuff. thing that could produce drunkennefs j that this 
plant, which caufed the fame effea: as wine, ought 
likewife to be forbidden. The lovers of fnufF, 
in a -much greater number, replied, that Maho¬ 
met had attributed uncleannefs, only to liquors 
atfd food, which, remaining in the ftomach, 
caufed fumes to mount to the head, confufed the 
fenfes, and brought on difeafes; that a pow¬ 
der, which remained in the noftrils only fome 
moments, could not produce any of thefe effeas; 
that, on the contrary, ic facilitated the fecretions, 
which Mahomet had purpofed to procure the 
human body by feveral precepts of his law ; that 
the fort of drunkennefs occafioned, by the ufe of 
fnufF, did not caufe the committing of any crime 
or extravagance } that it blunted the fenfes for 
fome moments, without afFefting the mind; in a 
word, that it did not belong to the mufti to make 
new laws ■, that he was only to interpret thofe of 
the prophet in their true fenfe, and by no means 
to feek forced ones, in order to clog the liberty 
of the Faithful, more than ever the prophet him- 
felf had inrenH^d to conftrain them. Thefe rea- 

fons. 
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fans, fupported by the authority of the grand J.C.1611. 
vizier, became better than the mufti and all the^^J* 
ulema would have had them. Whilft the chief 
of the law was deliberating if he fhould give a 
fetfa or not, the grand vizier caufed fnuff to be 
diftributed to the janiffaries and fpahis as a pre- 
fent from the emperor. This proceeding de-™^ 
cided the queftion. The foldiers and people ^ ^ 
foon confidered .this duft as a neceffary thing. The Sing' 
general tafte conftrained the imans to hold their 
tongues ; but the mufti, full of refentment againft 
the grand vizier, did not lofe an opportunity of 
(hewing it him. The haughty and inconfiderate 
condudl of this minifter furnifhed his enemy with 
•fufficient means to injure him. 

The honor which Nafuf had of marrying a origin of 
fitter of his matter, had puffed up his pride, Nafuf ‘ 
though he owed this illuttrious alliance, only to 
his great riches, and the example of fome of the 
emperors’ brothers-in-law fhould have convinced 
him that this pinnacle of grandeur, far from pre¬ 
venting ftorms, had often raifed them up. We 
prefume it will not be wandering from -the fub- 
je<ft if we inform the reader from whence Nafuf 
(prang to become the firft officer of the empire. 

This, recital will be as much more inftruftive, as 
•almoft all the grand viziers anch other beglerbegs 
or bafhaws of the Porte have the fame origin, 
and, if all have not begun by employments 
equally low with Nafuf, the major part of them, 

at 
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j.c.1611. at ] ea ft are, like him, children of tributaries, 

Heg.1021. 

v—,—> wrefted from the Greek Chriftians, Armenians, and 
Maronites* of the diftant provinces, or picked up 
in the roads, when 'they have been abandoned by 
their parents too poor to maintain them. TKefe 
children are employed in the fervice of the fe- 
raglio according to their abilities or ftrength. 
The fineft and fprightlieft of them generally make 
great fortunes. But Nafuf was fo far an excep¬ 
tion to this rule that nature had given him but 
very little height, an olive complexion, and irre¬ 
gular features. Neither was he admitted among 
the icoglans, who are childreri brought up in the 
different feraglios, under the direction of the capi 
aga or chief of the white eunuchs, to ferve as’ 
pages to the grand feignior, and pafs by degrees 
to the firft plaqes in the empire. Nafuf was 
brought to Conftantinople in the reign of Selim 
II. He was put among the azamoglans; this 
corps is compofed of the refufe of the children, 
and intended for the meaneft and moft laborious 
employments of the feraglio. Nafuf was the fon 
of a Greek prieft, of the village of Serres near 
Salomchi, of which he long bore the name. He 
did not call himfelf Nafuf, a word corrupted from 
the Arabic, which fignifies a man of counfel, ’till 
fortune had begun to fmile on him. When he had 
acquired ftrength, he was made a baltagi or ftreeC 
porter j and, by a fortunate beginning, was ap¬ 
pointed 


* Thefe Maronites are the Roman Catholics, 
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pointed to ferve the kiflar aga or chief of the J-C. 1612. 

* ° . .Heg.ioii. 

black eunuchs. This eunuch foon perceived that c —»—* 
his baltagi had more knowledge and taints than 
were neceffary to carry burdens. The matter 
intrufted his Have with feveral delicate commif- 
fions, which the latter executed with fo much ad- 
drefs, that the kiflar aga thought he fhould do 
the valid fultanefs a great kjndnefs by giving her 
this faithful fervant. In a little time the fulta- 
nefs-mother,tried Serres in different employs; 
fhe was fo well fatisfied that fhe appointed him 
fangiac of a fmall province near Aleppo, which 
was affigned her for the maintenance of her 
houfehold. The new fangiac conducted hiaifelf 
in this poft as he had in all the others; he confi- 
derably augmented the valid’s revenues. As fhe 
could not well do without Serres, fhe procured 
him in the feraglio the charge of capiggi pachi. 

It was whilft he had this place, that, in order to 
pleafe his protedtrefs, he changed his name to 
Nafuf, a man of good counfel. In the reign of 
Mahomet III. Nafuf, who comprehended that the 
credit of the fultanefs-mother would laft no lon¬ 
ger than her fon lived, ferioufly thought of quit¬ 
ting the court, where there was no longer any 
thing for him but rifks to run. He folicited one 
of the fangiacates moft diftant from the Porte, 
and had the good fortune to obtain it. Nafuf, 
whole ambition was not fatisfied, thought that 
gold would l?e 3 certain vehicle to conduct him 

to 
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^c.i6ri. t0 t h c higheft dignities. He heaped tip great 
fums, and obtained, feveral years after, the go¬ 
vernment of Diarbekar, with the title of bafhaw 
of two tails. He found means to fatisfy his ra¬ 
pacity in this new poft, richer and more honorable 
than any of thofe that he had ’till then pofiefled. 
On the acceffion of Achmet to the throne, Nafuf 
learned that the new monarch had chofen Murad, 
the beglerbeg of Grand Cairo, for grand vizier. 
Murad’s reputation and advanced, age infpired 
Nafuf with a defire to make himfelf neceffary to 
the grand vizier, to gain his confident^, and to 
fucceed him. He joined this minifter in his 
Afiatic expeditions to reduce the rebels, and 
took care to make himfelf ufeful to hint; at 
length he got himfelf chofen lieutenant of the 
army which Murad was conducing to the fron-, 
tiers of Perfia. The reader has already feen 
how Nafuf became grand vizier. It remains then 
only to relate how he fell from this pinnacle of 
grandeurs to which he had rifen from fo low a 
ftate. 

K- 1 3* The fall of almofi: all the great men in Turkey 
hu fan proceeds from their not having been able to fore- 
*nd death. y ee j tj an( j f rom t heir being inebriated with their 
unlimited power, - notwithstanding the numerous 
examples of thofe who have been punilhed for 
having aljufed it. According to the Ottoman 
manners, the grand'viziers are much more pow¬ 
erful than it is poilible for the prime minifter of 
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any other monarchy to bei as the grand feignior, J; c - l6l 3- 

,, - .... , 'Heg.ioM. 

generally lhut up in his haramj fees nothing of '—✓—» 
his fubjedls, Ihewing himfelf to them, only in the 
pomp of his marches from one feraglio to the 
pther, or from the feraglio to the mofque. All 
the reft of his time, furrounded by women and 
eunuchs, he has no communication with thofe 
that he governs, but through the grand vizier, or 
fome other officer of the empire dependant on the 
latter. As no vizier had been ftrangled for a 
long time paft, Nafuf, to whom all gave way, 
thought his favor invariable, and his power more 
confirmed than that of any of his predeceflors. 

Some infringements of the treaty of peace with 
Perfia, had been committed on the frontiers of 
the two empires; but Nafuf, who would rather 
reign at Conftantinople than command armies in 
the deferts of Perfia, concealed from the prince 
the information he had received; he had even 
fome fecret commerce with the minifter that go¬ 
verned Perfia under the fophi, and received con- 
fiderable prefents from that minifter, without the 
grand feignior’s knowing any thing of it. He 
made a pradtice of impofing on his matter, in or¬ 
der to render himfelf more and more necefiary, 
and to give a good opinion of his government. 

A vefiel having taken a bark from the Coflacks, 
which carried at moft but fifteen men, the grand 
vizier had fifteen vefiels joined to it from the 
arfenal armed with cannon, and four hundred 
voi. n. » Pp flaves 
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(laves to the prifoners. The prime minifter 
v —v—* Ihewed thefe fhips and men to the grand feignior 
in the port of Conftantinople, as a prize of con- 
fequence taken by his veflels from the Coflack 
corfairs which infefted the feas. This notorious 
falfity was the firft caufe of NafuPs fall. Though 
the captain bafhaw feemed equally interefted with 
the grand vizier to conceal it, yet he or his offi¬ 
cers could not hold their tongues, and the mufti 
foon learned what was to be thought of the prizes 
taken from the Coflacks. He knew likewife that 
the grand vizier drew large fums of money from 
the public treafury under pretence of building 
galleys which were never made } that there had 
only been laid on the fhore a great many dif- 
mafted carcafles, and that the grand vizier per- 
fuaded his matter they were as many new veflels 
on the ftocks. The mufti retained a fecret ha¬ 
tred againft the grand vizier ever fince the fluff 
affair. As his dignity gave him a right to fpeak 
to the monarch in private, he difcovered to him 
this impofition. Achmet was greatly enraged : 
neverthelefs, he could not then depofe Nafuf, as 
he thought he had great occafion for him. But 
a very, fhort time after, the bafhaw of Aleppo 
having been fummoned to fend a confiderable 
fum to the grand vizier, without pafling it 
through the hands of the defterdar or receiver 
of the public money, the bafhaw at firft paid no 
attention to this order; but prefently he received 
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a new one with a menace of being depofed if he 
did not inftantly obey. The balhaw of Aleppo V-v— 
wrote to the mufti, who protected him, and he 
even fent his fon to Conftantinople, in order that 
he might obtain pardon or at lead: fome delay 
from the grand vizier. The chief of the law, 
convinced that the knowledge of this oppreffion 
would complete the overthrow of this greedy 
minifter, advifed the bafhaw of Aleppo ? s fon to 
place himfelf in the way of the grand feignior 
when the latter fhould go to mofque, and to hold 
over his head a lighted match, which is the prac¬ 
tice of all thofe that want to addrefs fome com¬ 
plaint to the emperor. They endeavour by this 
mean to get themfelves remarked. This flame 
is fymbolical j it fignifies that the fultan will burn 
in the other life, if he do not adminifter juftice tp 
his fubje&s in this. Achmet, having' perceived 
this fire raifed over a head, fent a capiggi to tell 
the perfon who held if, to carry his complaint to 
the grand vizier. The fon of the bafhaw of 
Aleppo cried aloud, that it was precifely that 
grand vizier whom he had to complain againft. 

The emperor, who heard it, ordered him to go 
to the feraglio, and in fa£t admitted this young 
man to the foot of his throne. The two letters 
produced by the fon of the bafhaw of Aleppo, 
which commanded that officer to remit a large 
fum to the grand vizier himfelf; the pofitive or¬ 
der not to give any information of it to the def- 
vol. ii. P p 2 • terdar; 
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J-c-ifiij-terdar; the menace of depofing this bafhaw if he 

<—*-—» did not punctually obey ; in fine, the certainty of 
there having been commotions in Georgia which 
the granckvizier had concealed from the emperor; 
all thefe accumulated mifdemeanors fo enraged 
Aehmfct, that the death of the grand vizier was 
foon refolved on. Nafuf learned the arrival of 
the bafhaw of Aleppo’s fon, and the means which 
that young man had taken to obtain an audience 
of Achmet. He foon fufpeCted his difafter. In 
order to avert the ftorm, or at leaft to abate its 
fury, he fent to the feraglio the fultanefs his wife, 
fitter to the emperor. This princefs pleaded the 
caufe of Nafuf whom fhe loved ; and after haying 
endeavoured to juftify his conduct, though fhe 
knew not all the grand vizier was accufed pf,‘ fhe 
concluded with faying, that if her hufband had 
merited his highnefs’s difpleafure, fhe fupplicated 
that he might be made a mazul, and be per¬ 
mitted to lead a private life, detached from all the 
cares of government. The emperor, who wanted 
to entice Nafuf to the feraglio, diflembled to his 
fitter. She left Achmet, perfuaded that her huf¬ 
band would foon refume all his credit and autho¬ 
rity but the vizier, confcious of his guilt, and 
•who, without doubt, knew his matter better than 
a young, unexperienced princefs, put no confi¬ 
dence in thefe favorable appearances. It was not 
then cuftomary to put any one to death in his 
own houfe : Nafuf thought he could avert his 

deftiny; 
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deftiny ; he feigned ficknefs, in order to have a J- c - 
pretext' for not going to the feraglioj and as he *—v— 
had accumulated an immenfe property, he fought 
the means to tranfport it to fofne diftant pro¬ 
vince, where he might go and end his days. His 
enemies, who had an eye on all his proceedings, 
foon difcovered the truth. The emperor would 
not be deprived of a confiscation which was re~ 
prefented to him as the largeft ever made. He 
refolved to prevent the flight of this man whom 
he had honored with fo much confidence, and 
whom he had for fome days confidered as his 
moft dangerous enemy, very capable of railing 
him up a great number of others, let him be in 
what corner of the empire he would. The grand 
feignior demanded a fetfa from the mufti, who, 
as one may fuppofe, granted it without difficulty: 
he decided even that this deceiver could be put 
to death in the ramazan, which is the lent of the 
Turks, though the Sunna forbids the execution 
of any criminal during that period. The death 
warrant was immediately ifiued, but it was not 
eafy to put it in execution. Befides the grand 
vizier’s having a numerous guard attached to his 
dignity, the riches and luxury of Nafuf retained 
in his palace a multitude of fervants and (laves; 
and the retinue of the fultanefs his fpoufe was as 
numerous as his. This princefs loved Nafuf af¬ 
fectionately and would negleCt nothing to defend 
him. Inftead of charging the capiggis and exe¬ 
cutioner’s 
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J.C.1613. ciitioners with this difficult execution, the cm* 

Keg. 1022* 

*—-v— > pcror intrufted it to the boftangi pachi, a creature 
of the grand vizier’s, whom he had raifed to that 
place, becaufe this man had been like himfelf 
azamoglan and baltagi. This officer, provided 
with two orders of the grand feignior, one of which 
deprived Nafuf of his dignity, and the other 
profcribed his head, repaired to the palace of the! 
grand vizier, without any other retinue than four 
boftangis. On his being refufed entrance, he 
faid that he came from the emperor to inquire 
after the grand vizier’s health. As the officers 
of this minifter' replied to the boftangi pachi that 
their mafter was better, and that he was with the 
fultanefs his fpoufe, the latter infilled, alluring 
them that he was ordered not to return to the 
feraglio ’till he had feen Nafuf. The rank of the 
boftangi pachi, his intimacy with the minifter, 
the weaknefs of his efcort, and efpecially the 
time of the ramazan, deftroyed the fufpicions of 
Nafuf and his attendants. He made the fultanefs 
retire, and admitted the boftangi pachi to the 
bed’s fide on which he was lying in his clothes. 
The four boftangis Hopped in the antechamber; 
after the firft compliments, the boftangi pachi 
defired that fome black eunuchs, who had re¬ 
mained in the grand vizier’s chamber by order of 
the fultanefs their miftrefs, might retire. Nafuf 
ordered them to go out, and the boftangis, who 
guarded the door, took care to get them Hill at 

a greater 
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a greater diftance. When the grand vizier andj^j®'^’ 
the boftangi pachi were alone, the latter drew ■<—* 

out the grand feignior’s nrft order, which com¬ 
manded Nafuf to give up the feals. The grand 
vizier, who began to fear, believing himfelf clear 
with the lofs of his dignity, was contented to 
enjoy in peace his riches and the affection of his 
wife. He called his fecretaries, and having had 
the feals tied up in a handkerchief, he killed them 
and gave them to the boftangi pachi, charging 
him to allure the grand feignior, that none of his 
fubjefts had ever been, or ever would be, more 
faithful to him. The news of the grand vizier’s 
being depofed, in fpreading a kind of confter- 
nation in his palace, confirmed likewife its fecu- 
rity; for his wife and fervants had been very 
uneafy ever fince the boftangi pachi had defired 
to b.e alone with Nafuf. When all was quiet^ 
as the boftangi had forefeen, after about an 
hour’s converfation, this officer drew from his 
bofom the laft order of the grand feignior, which 
profcribed Nafuf’s head. The defpair of this 
unfortunate man was then at its height j he com¬ 
plained bitterly of the treachery; he reclaimed . 
the ufage of not putting the condemned to death 
either in their houfes or during the ramazan; he 
defired to fpeak to the grand feignior and likewife 
to his wife, but all was refufed him. The bof- 
ftangi pachi, who had called in his men, and who 
greatly feared the diforder which he had fo much 
. endeavoured 
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{hg/ioM* endeavoured t0 prevent, declared to the unfor- 
*—tunate Nafuf that he had but a very few minutes 
left to prepare for death : he refufed him the 
liberty of palling into an adjoining room to fay 
his prayers. Ac length Nafuf prepared to die, 
and having taken off his veil; and turban himfelf, 
he called the four boftangis, who ftrangled him 
with much difficulty, becaufe he was very fat # 
and this fundtion was not familiar to them. Af¬ 
ter the execution they had no occalion to cut 
their way through Nafuf’s guards and officers# 
for all difperled as foon as they had learned that 
their matter was ftrangled. As foon as thefe 
news had fpread, the defterdar ran to feize on the 
grand vizier’s riches, which, according to the 
hiftorians, were immenfe, efpecially in jewels and 
rich furniture. The grand feignior at firft for¬ 
bade the giving of Nafuf any fepulture ; but at 
length overcome by the tears of the fultanefs his 
fitter, he permitted his body'to be interred with¬ 
out ceremony in a burying place among the dregs 
of the people. The fultanefs having caufed a 
tube to be placed there, the emperor ordered it 
to be demolilhed, and would not even permit an 
infcription to be left. 


Marriage The fatal end of Nafuf was infufficient to pre- 
Jhe°gra°d vent the g reat men °f the Porte from allying 
daughter themfelves with their emperor. Mehemet, from 
with the captain balhaw become grand vizier, was almoft 

nzw vizier . . 

Mehemet. immediately after married to a daughter of the 


fuhan. 
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fultan, who was only fix years old; and he, who 
fucceeded to the charge of captain baftiaw, called v—# 

Mamout, married at the fame time a After of his 
matter in a more fuitable age. Thefe two mar¬ 
riages were celebrated with uncommon pageantry. 

We ftiall faithfully relate, from the Turkilh his¬ 
torians, the ceremonies obferyed at the marriage 
of the princefs with the grand vizier, in order, 
to give fome idea of the magnificence and man¬ 
ners of the Ottomans. The day before this 
feftival, the defterdar or grand treafurer carried 
the moveables and jewels of the fultanefs to the 
hufband’s feraglio or houfe. The proceffion 
began by five hundred janififaries with their 
arms; then two hundred of the.firft quality 
in the empire marched two and two mag¬ 
nificently drefifed. The defterdar, furrounded 
by twenty-four chiaus drefifed in robes of gold' 
cloth, preceded the prefents: twenty-feven flaves, 
clothed more fumptuoufly than the attendants, 
carried the jewels, among which was an 
Alcoran covered with folid gold and ftudded 
over with large diamonds; a kerchief faftened 
with a ftring, and egrets of precious ftones ; a 
girdle covered with rubies and turqupifes; a box 
of rock cryftal a foot and a half long, deep and 
brqad in proportion, adorned with gold at the 
corners, filled with pearls and precious ftones; a 
large quantity of bracelets and clafps of every kind 
fet with the very fineft diamonds: then came 
. vol. n, Q.q eleven 



3°2 


HISTORY of the OTTOMANS. 


k^' toil e ^ even carriages all covered with gold gauze, car- 
‘‘—v —• rying the fultanefs’s female flaves: twenty-two 
other flaves clothed in gold cloth, veiled with 
filver gauze, and mounted on horfes magnificently 
caparifoned, led by black eunuchs, preceded 
two hundred and fifty mules loaded with gold 
fluffs, gold-linen, velvets, fatins, carpets, tents, 
and other moveables.* 

The next day the fultanefs was conduced to 
her hufband’s houfe in the following order. 
Twenty-four emirs, defcended from Mahomet, 
diftinguifhed by the green turban, which they 
alone have a right to wear, walked before the 
ulema; next all the imans ; then all the ti- 
marians, agas, fangiacs, and bafhaws of the dif¬ 
ferent orders who were then at Conftantinople, 
thole of higheft rank bringing up the rear. The 
vizier of the bench, the firfl after the grand vi¬ 
zier, took the right ; for the chief of the law 
takes only the fecond place in any affembly. He, 
who reprefents the grand feignior, is always the 
firfl. Thirty muficiansj hautboys and drums, on 
foot, formed a concert, and were followed by 
feveral muficians dancing with tabours. Forty 
others playing on lutes, citherns, harps,_and other 
inftruments, with fools dancing to them, who wore 

caps 

* All thefe prefcnts, of ineflimable value, no way impoverish tfce fultan, 
as, at the.death of eacE balhaw or of each princels, they return from whence 
they came. The emperor being the indifpenfable 'inheritor of the perfonala 
, of all the princeffes, and of all thofe that have employs ia the empire, the 
children never fucceed but to the lands. 
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caps and robes covered and ornamented with JjC.1612. 
fheep’s bones. Thefe wretches are greatly revered v —* 

by the Muflulmen, who confider them as being 
infpired* *A hundred and fifty officers qf the 
arfenal brought with them pioneer's, provided with 
Ihovels and pickaxe?, to level the roads in order 
to make way for two large trees loaded with 
artificial fruit and drawn by means of engines. 

Thirty, officers, fuperbly mounted, drefied in 
veils, furred with fable, preceded the fagois (it is 
thus they call a vizier of the bench whom the 
emperor appointed to reprefent the father of 
the new married fultanefs, as it was not con¬ 
fident with the dignity of his highnefs to appear 
himfelf at this ceremony). After the fagois, 
were carried three great torches of,white wax, 
one of which, much lpnger and thicker than the 
other two, was covered with large plates of gold 
and a number of jewels; the kiflar aga followed, 
accompanied by fifty black eunuchs ; then came 
a pavilion of crimfon velvet, richly embroidered 
with gold and pearls; under, this pavilion was 
the bride, mounted on a white pad; feveral 
coaches or Turkifh litters followed, drawn by 
white horfes; a number of young girls, veiled 
and magnificently drefied, furrounded by black 
eunuchs, doled the procefiion. The princefs 
was received by the grand vizier, her hufband, 
at the door of his palace, when {he immediately 
entered with all her women into the haram pre- 
vol. 11. Qc} 2 pared 
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licg toll' P are d f° r her. The bridegroom gave a magnificent 
■> entertainment to the fultanefs’s retinue, after which 
the people and grandees were amufed with horfe 
races and tournaments with the lance between 
the fpahis. The day after this fedival a mod 
tragical fcene happened at the feraglio, The 
fultanefs, mother to the young princefs fo hadily 
married to the grand vizier, was very jealous of 
a young Have whom the emperor for feveral days 
pad had taken great notice of. The favorite 
thought fhe might go any lengths to retain the 
heart of her mader. During the tumult of her 
daughter’s wedding, which took up the attention 
of Achmet, fhe had this Have drangled, whom 
fhe already confidered as her rival. On the em- 
The fuitan peror’s being informed of thi^ outrage, he fell 
on" of'his into hich a violent paffion, that he loaded with. 
thl°Mk- blows the fultanefs whom he had ’till then mod 
ragiio. loved; and after having trampled on and abufed 
her a long time, he, fent her to the old feraglio* 
The eunuchs, her accomplices in this crime, were 
all empaled. f 

a jervis A few days after, the plague, which was fpread- 
er!nd Sth " * n § at - Condantinople, obliged the emperor to 
jeignior & take up his refidence in one of his pleafure- 

does not _ ... . * 

kill him. houfes, in the vicinity of the city, called Darut. 
Conftanti- Having been from thence to a mofque which he 
dogs are " had built in the country, a dervis threw on him 
frorrf'the from a gallery a large done, which, indead of 
c,ty ’ dalhing out his brains, as was intended, only 

wounded 
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wounded him flightly in the ihoulder. The h c ‘ 161 3 * 
dervis was iecured. The moft cruel tortures v —• 
could not wreft from him the motives of his 
crime, or who were his accomplices. Some have 
pretended, without any foundation, that he had 
been fet on by the fultanefs juft confined in the 
old feraglioj but the women are as ftriCtly guard¬ 
ed in this palace of difgrace, as in that of the 
grand feignior. It is impofiible for them to 
have a correfpondence with any others than the 
eunuchs who have charge of them, and fome 
Jewifh merchants who bring them ftuffs. Cer¬ 
tainly, thefe women would not have undertaken 
to raife up the difgraced fultanefs an avenger. 

Be that as it may, the dervis was empaled, with¬ 
out having made any confeflion. The grand 
feignior’s wound being healed, and the plague 
flopped in Conftantinople, # 4 chmet returned to 
the feraglio. As it was feared left the contagion 
Ihpuld again break out, the phyficians, who are 
moftly Jews at Conftantinople, declared that .all 
the dogs m'uft be removed.from the city, which, 
roving the ftreets, might communicate the in¬ 
fection. The emperor, who was defirous of 
having them killed, confulted the mufti j but 
the chief of the law replied, that each dog had 
a foul, and therefore it was not lawful to take 
their lives. They were all colle&ed together, 
and tranfported to a defert ifland near Scutari. 

The 
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The ftate had already been in peace too long 
a time for the impatience of the Turks. After 
two years tranquility, Moldavia and Tranfyl- 
vania offered food for their warlike genius. The 
laft prince oi" Moldavia, who had Submitted to 
the Turks, had been dead about three yea;.. 

• Conftantine, his fu.CG«fifor, though he had re¬ 
ceived the inveftjture of tjne Porte, negle&cd 
to pay the tribute to this power,that he;had.rea-' 
fon to fear more than Poland, to which he wanted 
to become feudatory. A brother-in-law of this 
prince of Moldavia, called Stephen. Kordki, full 
of valour and martial talents, which he had 
learned in Serving Poland, his country, againft 
Mofcovy, had.perfuaded the way wode Conftan¬ 
tine with the ralh defign of throwing off the 
Turkifh yoke. The fultan, after having fum- 
moned him in vain to pay the tribute, gave the 
inveftiture ofi Moldavia to a Pole called Tomfa, 
of whom hiftory does not give the origin. This 
Torola entered;the country which the fultan had 
beftowed on him, with a fucqour of ten thoufand 
Tartars, and the grand vizier followed him at a 
ftvort diftauce with forty thoufand men. Con- | 
ftantine, who, had not twenty thotifand men to 
oppofe. his competitor with, . fought in the de- 
files. Neither the talents of Korefki, nor the 
valour of the Poles and Moldavians, who com- j 
pofed Conftantine’s little army, could withftand ! 
this number. Korelki was taken prifoner. Con- 

ftantine, 
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ftantine, obftinately endeavouring to conceal 
firimfelf, died of fatigue and cold in a maclh '— 
where he had hidden himfelf. His brother 
Alexander, a child of thirteen years old, was Ihut 
up in the feraglio at Gonftantinople, where he 
turned Muffulman, In vain did the king of Po¬ 
land fend an embafly to the Porte to offer to pay 
the tribute for Conftantine, whofe death was not 
yet confirmed, or for his brother Alexander, and 
to demand the execution of the ancient treaties: 
the Polilh minifter could not even procure an 
audience from the fultan j and his mafter was 
obliged to abandon thefe allies, who were alfo 
his tributaries, fince circumftances. would not 
permit him to aflift them more powerfully. 

Achmet recdvered at the fame time the high TheTn*. 
foverelgnty of Tranfylvania, where the troubles /e ? oVe 
had continued whilft the Ottoman empire andeieOBet- 
Hungary were at peace. After the death ofboTinhu 
Boftcaie, poifoned, as it was faid, by the emiffaries pU “* 
of the emperor Matthias, the Battoris had found 
means to renew their pretenfions to this province. 

A prince of the houfe of Battori, called Sigif- 
rftund, had died in the prifons of the emperor of 
"the Weft. His brother Gabriel was become 
waywode on acknowledging the high fovereignty 
of Matthias j but this prince governed his fub- 
jefts newly brought under fubjeftion with fo 
much feverity, that a powerful party was foon 
formed againft him. The Tranfylvapians, ac- 

cuftomed 
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j.c. 1614. cuftomed to change mafters, no longer .confidered 

Heg.1023* 0 

*—v—* Gabriel but as a tyrannical ufurper, though he was 
defcended from their ancient waywodes. They 
ele&ed a Tranfylvanian gentleman, called Gabor 
Betlem, or Betlem Gabor. Gabor, in Hungarian, 
fignifies Gabriel. The gentlemen of this nation 
place theirChriftian name after that of their family. 
Betlem Gabor was proclaimed, with great joy, by 
a people that had groaned feveral years under the 
yoke of Gabriel Battori. Betlem, with fome na¬ 
tional troops, implored the fuccour of the emperor 
of the Eaft, promifing to put Tranlylvania under 
his authority, as it always ought to have been. 
Achmet did not negleft this favorable occafion. 
He fent a chiau to Vienna to reprefent to the 
emperor that the exaftions and cruelties of the 
Battoris, which were in reality exceflive, had 
broken the barriers of obedience], and reftored 
the Tranfylvanians the right of choofing a mafter 
who Ihould govern them according to their laws; 
that Tranfylvania defired to return under the 
high fovereignty of the Ottoman empire, and 
that he was refolved to recover that province. 
This declaration was followed by the troops re- 
quefted by Betlem Gabor. Achmet himfelf went 
• to Adrianople to review the army which he in¬ 
tended for his new vaffal. He placed fixty thou- 
fand men under the command of Sandar bafhaw, 
who eroded the mountains of Tranfylvania. 
The emperor of .the Weft thought he ought to 

lend 
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fend troops likewife, lefs to aflift the waywode 
Battori, than to get poffeflion of- this province, 
which had been already united to the crown of fl . n a t «o P s 
Hungary/ The unfortunate Battori, befeton all 
fides, would fain attempt a iecret "negotiation 
with the commander of the Ottoman army. One 
day as he had juft reviewed his troops, which g a a t b ": is 
were in a very fmall number, he was attacked; by kUkd ' 
fifty men armed vVith :mpfquets, who ihot him 
dead on the fpot. Several hiftOrians have ac- 
cufed the.emperor Matthias of this affaffination ; 
but he reaped .no ad vantage, from it. Moreover, 

Battori was fo odious, that all thofe that dreaded 
his government were interefted in his death; and 
might well be fufpected of it. 

As foon as the murder of Battori was known, 
all the towns which held for him opened their 
gates to his rival. Betlem Gabor would not enter 
his new dominions, without being conduced by 
Sandar balhaw. The German army retired, 
without any pains being taken to purfue them. 

The Ottoman general publicly performed in the 
town of Waradin the ceremony of giving the in- 
veftiture of Tranfylvania to the new feudatory; 
he accompanied this action with all the parade of 
which it was capable. The Tranfylvanian army Sandarba . 
being affembled in an extenfive plain at the gates * b "$ y ves 
of Waradin, the bafhaw conduced thither the new ^ e in t T o e ^; 
waywode; and having placed him at the head 
his troops, he received his oaths, which this 
vol. ir. R r vaffal 
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J‘£.lo*t va ffal repeated on his knees. When he had 
rifen, the baftiaw girded on him a fword, the hilt 
of which was fet with precious (tones ; and, put¬ 
ting *a ftanda^d into his hands: “ His' highnefs,” 
faid he to him, “ is convinced of thy affeftion to 
" his fcrvice and of thy capacity. He orders 
“ thee to govern his Tranlylvanian fubjefts ac- 
“ oording to their laws and according to juftice. 
tc Remember, Betlem, that k is by his power 
alone thou holdeft this favor; endeavour al- 
" ways to ufe it in fuch a manner that thou do 
" not make thyfelf unworthy df the honor which 
. “ he does thee. Don’t let thyfelf be deceived 
* c by the pretext of religion, with which they 
** will endeavour to render thee ungrateful and 
“ perjured 5 remember always how the Auftrians 
“ have protected the Battoris, and how our fub- 
“ lime emperor protefts thee. Treat thy fubjefts 
“ as thou wouldcft be treated by thy fovereigo 
«* paramount. Let the example of Button be 
ct ever in thy memory. Know, that the death 
«« of a wicked prince is often as bloody as his 
«* life.” The ceremony of the inveftiture being 
over, Betlem affembled the dates, who confented 
to pay a tribute to the Porte. Aehmet allured 
firmed the emperor Matthias, that his armament having 
tween the had no other end -than to deliver the Tranfylva- 
fhfeourt nians from the opprefiion of Battori, he fincerely 
*fVienna. ^ e f trec j that peace might continue between the 
two empires. He fent chiaus to Vienna, and 

Matthias 
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Matthias in his turn fent ambaffadors to Con-I; 0 ' 1 **^ 
ftgntifioplc to confirm the treaty made in 1606, 
'Though Achmet wilhed fincerely for peace and 
neglefited nothing to confirm it in his empire, the 
time when the Ottomans were to enjoy perfect 
tranquility was not yet arrived. The duke of Tuf- Taking of 
•cany, to be revenged for fome prizes taken from AsllIIun ' 
his fubje&s by Turkifh corfairs, had the fortrefs 
of Agliman, on the coaft of Caramania, attacked. 

This was the ftaple of the tributes of a great part' 
of Afia and of all the ifles of the Archipelago. 

The grand duke’s admiral commanded feven 
galleys well manned and ftored. Having learned 
that only three hundred Turks guarded a very 
tonfiderable quantity of gold in this citadel, 
which they were preparing to fend to Conftanti- 
nople on camels, he befieged Agliman by land 
and fea j and, after a very fmart attack, took all 
the garrifon and all the gold, which they had 
not been able to defend. Achmet felt this lofs 
greatly, as he had juft learned that the fophi of 
Perfia would not obferve the treaties figned by 
his ambaffadors 5 and that this fame duke of 
Tufcany, fo incenfed againft the Porte, was raifing 
him up an enemy which he pretended to have 
drawn from his bofom. 

This was Jacaia, the pretended fon of Maho¬ 
met III. and elder brother of Achmet, whom his 
mother, a Chriftian Have, had, as was faid, con¬ 
veyed from the feraglio in Magnefia to preferve 

vol. it. R f 2 his 
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£f g ’j*'£his life; for Jacaia being younger than Bajazet 
*—- v —' whom Mahomet had fince put to death, (he 
pretended' feared, that, when the eldeft Ihould afcend the 
ofMaho" throne, he would facrifice her fon to his own 
fafety. Thofe, who have fuppofed that J acaia 
Achmet. t0 was th e Ottoman race, fay, that the fultanefr 
gave out that her fon died of the fmall pox, and 
caufed another child to be buried in his place. 
The truth of it has never been well cleared up. 
The reader mull remember that Mahomet III. a 
little before his death, caufed his fon to be 
ftrangled on very flight fufpicions. As foon as 
Achmet afcended the throne, Jacaia, who had 
been fecretly educated in the Chriftian religion 
by a Greek fchifmatic monk, travelled through¬ 
out Alia, endeavouring to perfuade people that 
he was the real heir of the laft emperor j but 
though all the rebels heard with pleafure thefe 
doubts publifhed on the lawful pofleflion of Ach¬ 
met, not one of them would favor his competitor; 
either that they thought the fuppofition too im¬ 
probable, or that they would rather become fo- 
vereigns themfelves, than fight for a change of 
mafter only. Jacaia wandered feveral years in 
Afia, living on the property that his mother had 
faved up for him, divided between the defire of 
publifhing his pretenfions, and the care.of con¬ 
cealing his exiftence from the real friends of 
Achmet. He pafied into Poland, where king 
Sigifmund refufed, either to aflift this illuftrious 

adventurer, 
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adventurer, or to deliver him to the Turks, who 
demanded him in the name of their matter. The »—v—* 
grand duke Cofmus of Medicis endeavoured to 
employ this phantom to make a powerful diver- 
lion in Turkey. He invited Jacaia to his capital, 
where he treated him as the lawful monarch of a 
great empire, announced his pretentions to the 
pope, to the king of Spain, and to the king of 
France, and deftined the money which he had 
taken from the Turkifh emperor in the fortrefs 
of Agliman to procure a party in Afia for this 
rival which he was defirous of fetting up againft 
him; The grand duke fent Jacaia to Rome and 
into the Italian dominions of the king of Spain. 

The pope received this pretended prince as the 
real Ottoman monarch. Great honors were paid 
him every where; but he found no where the 
fuccours which he fought. He learned at Averfa, 
that neither the money nor the efforts of the 
family of Medicis had been able to affemble him 
an army. Wearied out with treating with the 
Spaniards and Italians, who gave him nothing 
but empty promifes, he paffed into France, where 
Charles of Gonzague, duke of Nevers, who had 
confiderable pretenfions to the Peloponefus and 
Greece, undertook to fubfift him ’till a favorable 
moment Ihould offer, which in fadl never arrived. 

Hiftory fays nothing farther of Jacaia. 

The . grand duke of Tufcany would fain raife 
up a more dangerous enemy againft the Forte. 

This 
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j.c. 1616. xhis was Facardin the prince of the Drufcs. 
•—v—» Thefe people poffefs a part of Syria near Pale- 
Wa ”; ffcine. They caU thcmfelves the defcendants of 

fainft Fa- ' 

tardin the Franks who conquered Jerufalem. Though 
miuated. they had already loft raoft of the dogmas of 
Gu'iftiaoity, of which they had but a few cere¬ 
monies left, they were very violent agaioft the 
Mahometan and Jewifh religions. They lived 
under the government of a prince who did not 
dare call himfelF Chriftian: and though he pre¬ 
tended to be defcended from Godfrey of Bouillon, 
he paid tribute to the Porte. He, who reigned 
in the time of Achmet, called Facardin like his 
predeceffors, was more valiant than any of thcrri 
had ever been. He armed at firft to deliver Syria 
from the freebooters that infefted that province; 
he deferved the thanks of all his fubje&s and of 
all the neighbouring people. His bravery drew 
him a great many foldiers; and his inroads foon 
‘ difturbed the Turkifli fangiacs, who wrote to the 
Porte that a new rebel was rifen up on the con¬ 
fines of Syria. The balhaw of Sidon having 
marched againft Facardin, without having re¬ 
ceived orders from Achmet, the prince of the 
Drufes beat the Turks, and made himfelf mafter 
of the town which the balhaw had marched out 
of in order to fight him, always protefting that 
he was faithful to Achmet, his fovereign para¬ 
mount. He attacked thefe troops with fuccefs, 
and received fuccours by fea from the duke of 

Tufcany, 
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Tufcany. Facardin made himfelf matter of allJj^*^®* 
the neighbouring country, after which he nego- *— 
ciated with the Porte, without delivering himfelf 
into the hands of the bafhaws, as the other Afiatic 
rebels had done. Facardin, with victorious arms 
and the offer of a tribute, had no great difficulty 
to make his peace, becaufe he protefted that he 
had been always faithful to the emperor Achmet, 
and threw oft the exactions of the bafhaws the 
a£ts of hoftility wrongfully attributed to him. 

He would neither give up Sidon nor the country 
that he had invaded, pretending that he. was 
lawful pofleffor of it under the condition of pay¬ 
ing homage to the Ottoman emperor. The ba- 
fhaw of Sidon, who began this quarrel, loft his 
head for the uneafinefs which he had fhewn and 
the bad fuccefs of his expedition. Achmet, who 
had to fight the Perfians, was no longer willing 
to find culprits in Afia among his tributaries. 

The following was the occafion of the war with 
Perfia. 

We have already obferved that the grand vi- WarwiA 
zier Nafuf concealed from his mailer feveral PerCa ‘ 
infringements of treaty made by the Perfians. 

The fophi Abbas was difpleafed with the peace 
which he had figned ; It appeared to him dis¬ 
graceful for his fceptre and the brave cavalry 
which had always made head again!! the Turks. 

The fophi permitted the governors of his fron¬ 
tiers to make frequent incurfions into theTurkifh 

territories. 
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j.c.1616. territories. A clfiau, fenc fince the death of 

Heg.1025. , 

v—-v——* Nafuf to complain highly at the agreement made 
between the two nations being tranfgrefled with¬ 
out any pretext, was treated with indignity, 
without having been able to reach the court. 
The governors forgot the law of nations fo far 
as to have this minifter of the Porte baftinaded •, 
and they fent him back after having pillaged his 
baggage. This enormous infult could not be 
left unrevenged. The baihaw of Damafcys was 
fent with a numerous army, formed principally 
of the garrifons of the different fangiacates of 
arc beaten Afia. Abbas, who ardently wifhed for war, left 
Baf ‘ Ifpahan, marched boldly againft the Turks, came 
up with them near Baffora, and lefs than 
fixty thoufand men beat an army twice as nu¬ 
merous. The Perfian prince, taking advantage 
of this fuccefs, recovered all the country that his 
anceftors had loft in Afia minor. In order the 
better to fecure his conquefts during the winte^ 
he removed his court from Ifpahan to the town 
of Bagdad in the province of Sufe. Achmet 
learned with the greateft chagrin the difafter of 
his army. He reproached himfelf with having 
remained idle in his palace, whilft Abbas in per- 
fon had infured victory to his foldiers. 

T „ , As the emperor of the Turks was preparing to 
Heg.1026. t2 k e t he field hijmfelf, he was attacked with a 
Achmetf violent illnefs, which put an end to his life the 
-16th of Npvember 1617, in the thirtieth year of 

his 
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his age, after a reign of fourteen years more 
glorious perhaps than either of his predeceflors, v—' 

if glory may be attributed to other virtues than 
thole of war. Of all the Ottoman emperors, 
Achmet Ihewed himfelf moll fparing of human 
blood, and bell knew how to make his power be 
refpe&ed. In a tender age, he chofe his mini* 
fters and governed with them. He was at the 
fame time liberal and ceconomical, loving mag¬ 
nificence, and efpecially juftice, which he caufed 
to be rendered his fubjetts, without -ever pro- 
fcribing any other heads than thofe that were 
criminal. Achmet never determined, •’till the 
laft days of his life, to appear himfelf at the head 
of his arnrty.; he thought without doubt that the 
principal duties of a fovereign are not thofe of a 
general. The Turkilh hiftorians reproach him 
with having been too fond of women j but we 
don’t find that either of them made him commit 
any confiderable faults, nor even that he con¬ 
futed them in the governing of his empire. It 
is faid that he had three thoufand concubines. 

His law allowed him an unlimited number; but 
neither of thefe young flaves, deftined to the 
prince’s pleafure, procured either the placing or 
dilplacingof generals or minifters, or caufed peace 
or war, as had been the cafe under the prede- 
ceffors of Achmet. This prince was the firft of 
all the Ottoman emperors that executed the pre¬ 
cept which enjoins all men to work with their 
vol. ir. S s hands 
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han ds t0 gain their livelihood. Achmet was de- 
^—* firous of giving this example to his fubje&s, who 
. had more want of it perhaps than any other peo¬ 
ple on earth: for there are no inhabitants in the 
world that are in general greater idlers than the 
Turks. Achmet learned to make rings of horn 
proper to bend bows with. He worked at this 
trade a fhort time every morning after his prayer, 
and would have thefe rings fpld, though of a very 
trifling value, in order that what they made 
might be applied towards his kitchen, expences. 
This practice, fo indifpenfabie for the lower clafs 
of people, might be confidered as fuperftitious in 
one of the greateft monarchs on earth } but 
Achmet wilhed to infpire his fubjefts with a con¬ 
tempt for idlenefs. This prince was more fen- 
fible than any other Ottoman monarch that the 
people’s intereft ought to be the only objedt of 
the attention of Sovereigns. 


MUSTAPHA I. 

FIFTEENTH FEIGN. 

H E emperor Achmet had .permitted a 
younger brother, called Muftapha, to live. 
Misfortune and fear had united thefe two princes 
in their infancy. The Turkifli hiftorians fay ? 
that towards the latter part of the reigfi of Ma¬ 
homet 
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Achmet and Muftapha having an 
elder brother, called Bajazet, the prefumptive '■—<—' 
heir to the throne, and who, according to the 
barbarous cuftorn of the Ottoman princes, might 
one day take the lives of his younger brothers, 
thefe two victims bewailed to each other the def- 
tiny which threatened them. Achmet promifed 
Muftapha, that, if he efcape<^ this danger, and 
Ihould have the good fortune* to become empe¬ 
ror, he would be lefs cruel than his predeceffors, 
and would not begin his reign by a fratricide. 

Bajazet was ftrangled, as we have feen. A Very 
Ihort time after, Achmet fucceeded the fultan 
Mahomet III. Not only the new emperor then 
remembered his promife to Muftapha ; but four¬ 
teen years after, the violence of his illnefs con¬ 
vincing him that he had but a Ihort time to live, 
this fage prince, who was leaving for fupporters 
of the throne only infant children, ordered the 
grand vizier, the mufti, and the bafhaws of the 
bench, to be called to his bed fide. He 
them that the fword of Othman was too heavy iTSed 
for the hands of his eldeft fon, hardly twelve emperor ' 
years old j that the example of the caliphs au- 
^horifed the making choice of the eldeft of the 
Imperial race to intruft with the government of 
the empire •, and that, for the good of his fub- 
jefts, he wilhed to have his brother Muftapha 
poflefs the throne after him. All the great offi¬ 
cers were obedient to the monarch’s laft orders* 
vol. ii. S a 2 As 
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J c - ,6 ‘ 7 -As foon as Achmet was dead, the grand vizier 
v —v—* and the mufti proclaimed Muftapha at the Jiead 
of "the janifiaries and fpahis afiembled. The 
new emperor appeared on horfeback in the Hip- 
podrom, amidft the acclamations of the people 
and foldiers. The mufti girded the fword of 
Othman on him with the ufual ceremonies, and the 
fultan gave all the foldiery in Conftantinople the 
prefents made by his anceftors on like occafions. 
But, though Muftapha was older than his ne¬ 
phews, for he was but one year younger than the 
emperor who died laft, it was foon known that he 
was no more capable of governing than thefe 
young princes. He lhewed immediately fo great 
Charter an averfion for women, that he Oould not be pre-. 
phaf u ^ a " vai ' ec ^ on t0 enter kis haram, and he'would not 
permit a fingle odalifk to appear before him. 
Muftapha could not fee the valid fultanefs, the 
mother of the late emperor and himfelf, without 
great repugnance; he even deprived her of all 
the power which Achmet had made a kind of 
duty to grant her. Muftapha took pleafure in 
fquandering money, without reafon or meafure, 
on thofe that did not alk him for any, who had 
done no kind of fervice to the empire, and had 
no right to expeft favors, in order to enjoy the 
ijurprife that an unexpe&ed change of fortune 
caufed in them; which made thofe who endea¬ 
voured to fee the people and foldiers againft him 
fay, that the emperor threw the money of the public 

treafury 



mustapha t . 


321 

treafury into the fea. Muftapha was no fooner J x - 16 >7- 
on the throne, than he fet at liberty the .Perfian *—*—•* 
ambaflador, whom his predeceffor had imprifoned 
when he declared war againft the fophi. The 
Peril an prince fent rich prefents to the new em¬ 
peror ; but as he obftinately refufed to pay the The ■ 
quantity of lilk which he had promifed by way 'of with Perfia 

«i , 1 is refolved 

tribute, the divan determined that the war ihould on ancw * 
be continued, and the grand vizier prepared to 
conduct an army into the fophi’s new conquefts. 

Though Muftapha had appeared to refped the j.c.i6ig. 
law of nations in the perfon of the Perfian am- ” eg ‘' M7 ‘ 

, On what 

baflador, his grand vizier manifeftly violated oceafion 

_ . . /- 1 1 /• • . J baron San- 

this univerlal law of mankind, in the perfon of cy was ar- 
baron Sancy, ambaflador from France. The fol- the Turks, 
lowing was the occafion of it. Prince Korelki, was releaf- 
taken prifoner in the Moldavian war, was con- ^ 
fined in the caftle of the Seven Towers, on ac¬ 
count of his not having paid a very confiderabie 
ranfom demanded by the Porte. The French 
arpbaflador, protedor by birth of all the Chrif- 
.tians refident in Conftantinople, whether free or 
flaves, fent Martin, his fecretary, feveral times 
to confole Koreiki and offer him fdccours. The 
intimacy between the prifoner and the fecretary 
of the French ambaflador became fo great, that 
the latter endeavoured to find means to procure 
the Moldavian his liberty. Martin, without 
communicating his defign to his mafter,furnifhed 
.prince Korefki with a ladder of ropes, which he 

found 
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^c. 1618. found means to put in a pye, fent to the prifoner 
v—# from the French ambaffador’s kitchen. With 
this affiftance Korefki defcended from a window 
in the upper chamber where he was confined * 
and having concealed his flight from the garrifon 
of the fort, he had time to get away before he 
was found wanting. They carefully fearched in 
his prifon every thing that could lead to a dis¬ 
covery of the place of his retreat, or the means 
of his efcape, and found fome of Martin’s letters, 
which difclofed his intercourfe with the fugitive. 
The grand vizier immediately ordered the fecre- 
tary Martin and the druggerman of the embafly 
to be arrefted in the French palace, and had them 
rigoroufly put to the torture. Baron Sancy, ir¬ 
ritated at this infult, ran to the prime minifter’s' 
to make his complaint and demand his people; 
but the vizier, after having loaded him with, 
abufe, ordered him to be arrefted likewife, and 
told him, that he fhould be treated as his fecretary 
and druggerman, if he did not difeover the place 
of prince Korefki’s retreat. Neither the protefta- 
tions of baron Sancy, nor his claiming the protec¬ 
tion of the law of nations, nor his menaces in the 
name of his mafter, could move the grand vizier, 
who left the ambaflador of France in the hands 
of fome chiaus. Thefe laft affured baron Sancy, 
in order to appeafe and confole him, that he 
would not be put to the torture ’till the next 
day. The ambaflador, convinced that the dig¬ 
nity 
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nity of his character would not fave hirti from J ; c.i6i8. 

. . Heg.1027* 

this barbarity, had recourfe to other means in 
order to efcape. it. Under pretence of feeking 
Korelki, he fent his fervants to the French palace 
to take all the money kept there; and as the 
baron was intimate with the mufti, he fent a rich 
-prefent to this chief of the religion, in order to 
obtain his prote&ion from the infults of the 
grand vizier.. The mufti wrote to the prime 
minifter, and threatened him with a fetfa. This 
letter,, accompanied with a confiderable fum, had 
all the defired effect on the grand vizier. Baron 
Saacy was, releafed, as likewife his people; bur, 
full of refentment, he wrote to his court for ven¬ 
geance.- Before the complaints of Lewis XIII: 
again fit this outrage arrived at the Porte, every 
thing was greatly changed. 

Muftapha, who had neither the abilities nor even The divan 

. . and peopk 

the defire of governing properly, did not abandon are difeon- 
the reins of the empire to the vizier, or at leaft Muftapha. 
he clogged the wheels of government by his 
fantacies and nonfenfe. He conferred two of 
the mod important dignities, that of baihaw of 
Grand Cairo and that of baihaw of Damafcus, 

On two icoglans, little otherwife than children, 
who knew nothing but the laborious employ¬ 
ment to which they were accuftomed in the odas 
of the fcraglio. He lavilhed, as we have already 
faid, the treafures that were in his power fo An¬ 
gularly, that it was impofiible to give his pro- - 

fufions 
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j.e. 1618. fufjons the name of, liberality. The valid ful- 

Heg.iozo. 

v—1» tanefs, irritated at the contempt which the 
emperor (hewed for her fex, and at the little cre¬ 
dit that he granted her, foon confpired againft 
him. The kiflar aga, who, through the indif¬ 
ference of the monarch, loft all the authority 
annexed to his office; the mufti, who, having 
been a good deal with the fultan, was more 
convinced than any other officer in the empire, 
.of his abfolute incapacity, confpired together to 
raife up the janiffaries and fpahis. A number of 
timarians of every rank affifted them in their 
defign. Muftapha had deprived feveral of them 
of their timars on the moft frivolous pretences, 
fo much fo, that the prince being one day a 
hunting, would fain recompenfe a peafant who 
had brought him fome frelh water to quench his 
thirft. This ruftic had the indiferetion to a(k 
the emperor for the timar which he cultivated 
one part of, and that belonged to one of the 
principal officers of the fpahis. The fultan made 
no difficulty to deprive of this confiderable pof- 
fefilon an officer who had done nothing amifs, to 
give it to a man incapable of rendering the em¬ 
pire any fervice. Several a<fts of this kind caufed 
Muftapha to be contemned as much among the 
troops, as he was defpifed in the feraglio and 
divan. In the midft of thefe troubles, the grand 
vizier, Mehemet, marched for Perfia at the head 
of an army which was to be increafed as he ad- 

'' vanced 
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Vanced with the earrifons of the different pro-L c - l6i8, 

° x Hcg.1027. 

vinces of Afia. When Muftapha faw himfelf «—v—* 
delivered from the prefence of the janiffaries, 
whom he fearedi he refigned himfelf more than 
ever to the extravagance of his character. It was 
rumoured abroad that he meant to have his 
nephews ftrangledi This refolution was ftill more 
fenfelefs than barbarous from a prince that could 
not prevail with himfelf to look at a woman, and 
who knew that the obedience of the Turks to 
their prince is founded only on their fuperftitious 
veneration for the Ottoman blood, which they 
believe.is to laft as long as their empire. This 
imputation, true or falfe, was made a pretext for 
raifing up the whole ftate againft Muftapha. 

One might fay-in his juftification, that as he was 
the abfolute mafter of the lives of Achmet’s 
children, it is clear he had never any intention' 
to put them to death, fince he left thefe princes 
the time to dethrone him. In fad, the grand 
vizier Mehemet was hardly fix days march from 
Conftantinople, when he received letters from 
the mufti, the caitnacan, the kiflar aga, and the 
valid fultanefs, all which declared to him, that 
the fafety of the ftate required that he fhould 
bring back the army that Muftapha was on the 
point of overturning the empire, and extinguifh- 
ing the Ottoman race ; that there was no time 
for hefitating to pull him down from the throne 
and to place Othman on it, though that prince 

T t was- 
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• was only twelve years old, becaufe it was better 
to truft the fovereign power in appearance to a 
child, than to leave it in reality to a madman; and 
that the young Othman promifed already to 
make as great an emperor as Achmet his father 
had been. Mehemet fhewed the principal of¬ 
ficers the letters which he had juft received. 
The news of the princes’ danger, being lpread 
in the army, produced all the effeft that the 
malecontents had expefted from it. They 
haftened their return to Codftantinople : the 
janifiaries, impatient, took lefs time to return to 
this city, than they had to increafe their 4 diftance 
from it. In lefs than four days the mufti, the 
caimacan, and the kiflar aga, received intelligence 
that the army was almoft arrived at the ftraits. 
It was eafy to conceal this commotion from the 
emperor. The caimacan engaged him in a hunt¬ 
ing party which lafted four days, in which time 
the janifiaries having re-entered Conftantinople, 
the mufti publilhed a fetfa, which declared that 
the deftroyer of the reigning family, or at lead 
the man who had fuch intention, could not re¬ 
main on the throne; that Muftapha tranfgrefled 
the law, by refufing to give fuccefibrs to the em¬ 
pire, and meditating to put thofe to death whom 
Achmet had left. The defterdar, or grand trea- 
furer, publilhed a ftate of the immenfe fums which 
the emperor had fquandered in the three months 
that he had been on the throne. The kiflar aga. 
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or chief of the black eunuchs, who had the care h 0 - 1618 ' 
of the treafures of the royal mofques, declared *—v —* 
that, befides the fums which the emperor had fix 
often received from the public treafury, he had 
likewife taken from the favings of the facred 
revenues, which, according to the invariable cuf- 
tom of the empire, could be employed in wars 
of religion only. In fine, to make the people 
believe Muftapha a thorough mad-man, they were 
told that his ufual pleafure was to throw pieces 
of gold into the fea. All thefe rumours artfully 
Ipread, the love of changing, and the hope of He is de- 
a recompenfc, determined the janiflaries and fpa? 
his to demand aloud for emperor one of the Ions 
of Achmet, whofe memory was fo recent and fo 
dear. 


O T H M A N II. 

SIXTEENTH REIGN. 

"PRINCE Othman prefently appeared in the 
middle of the people, who replied by accla¬ 
mations to the intentions of the foldiery. The 
fword of Othman was girded on him, and the 
prince placed on the throne of the divan, before 
Muftapha had learned the return of the army, 
which he thought on the road to Perfia, qr any 
vol. 11. ' T 1 2 of 
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feegloi* ^ ie commot * ons which had taken place at 
*—■— 1 Conftantinople. As foon as Othman) was pro¬ 
claimed, Mehemet fent a detachment of fpahis 
againft Muftapha; but in order to prevent the 
new emperor from being polluted with the crime 
with which his uncle was reproached, the life of 
the depofed monarch was refpetted. As foon as 
hisperfon was fecured, which was done without any 
of his attendants attempting to defend him, he was 
confined in one of the towers of the feraglio, where 
he was left to the care of fome old Haves. The 
young emperor, or rather thofe that made ufe of his 
name, fcattered gold in the odas of the fpahis and 
janiffaries.'” The tender years of Othman in- 
quieted thofe officers of the divan and army that 
were really animated with the love of the public 
welfare. But the mufti, the grand vizier, and all 
thofe that hoped to govern in the name of this 
child, reminded the well affe&ed, that the empe¬ 
ror Achmet,, in an age almoft as tender, chofe 
able minifters and caufcd his. authority to be re- 
fpe&ed. 

Com Othman had been emperor but a fhort time ? 
plaints of w fien there arrived at the Porte an ambaffador 

France of ^ ‘ 

the infuit extraordinary from Lewis XIII. kins of France, 
wnSaacy. who came to complain of the infuit offered fhc 
French nation in the perfon of baron Sancy. As 
all thofe that governed were interefted in blaming 
what had palled under Muftapha, the French had 
no difficulty to obtain the fatisfaftion due to 

them 3. 
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them;, though the vizier Mehemet had alone J- c - ,6 ‘®* 

0 „ Heg.i027* 

committed this infringement of the law of na- *—v—» 
tions, he threw it on the late emperor, and it was The new 
agreed that a chiau fhould be fent into France, fends an 
with the title of ambaffador extraordinary, to dif- to f ranee 
claim, in the name of the fultan, the fault com- Jcp^^on. 
mitted by his predecefior. The fuperfeription of 
the letter written by the grand feignior to the 
king of France was: “ To the moft powerful 
“ prince of the belief of Jefus, arbitrator be- 
(t tween the Chriftians, and emperor of France.” 

This letter informed Lewis XIII. of what had 
paffed at the depofing of Muftapha; it confirmed 
the power which the emperor had given the 
chiau to promife and fwear that his highnefs 
would obferve the treaties made with his prede- 
cefiors, and that for the future the French ambaf¬ 
fador Ihould be honored and refpefted at the 
Forte, as he always ought to have been. Not- 
withftanding thefe reparations, baron Sancy could 
not prevail with himfelf to remain in a country 
where he had been fo cruelly treated, and where 
he had run fuch great rifks. He folicited his 
recall, and count Cefy was fent in his place. 

The infancy of the fovereign feemed to require ^ c i6ii> 
the prime minifter to fuftain his mafter on the He s- 1028 - 
throne ; but a fine army, prepared by the empe¬ 
ror Achmet, had been waiting a long time to be 
conduced into Perfia, or rather into the adjacent 
country, which Shan Abbas had conquered. 

'The 
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lUfe.'oIf. v ’ z ' er confidered it as a duty to fulfil the in- 
*—v—» tendons of this old matter whofe memory he re- 
The grand ^ered. He left the young emperor in the hands 
hem^t Me ' of an ambitious, infmuating prieft, formerly pre- 
a^army ce F top £o this prince, called Viner effendi. This 
fia? P Th e ‘ man was unceafingly making ufe of forcible ex- 
nifen'di". P re ® ons i fuch as, the interefi of religion, good of 
abfen« h ' s g^ory of the prophet, &c. Mehemet did 

theadmi. not intruft any part of the adminiftration to him 

■nitration s 4 * 

*r the go- in his abfence. The caimacan, who always offi- 

▼eminent. , , , 

viner ef- ciates for the grand vizier at Conftantinople, when 
medy P re- the prime minifter commands the army, was to 
othman, prefide in the divan, and confequently to fend 
feffion°of the orders into the different provinces. The 
dmc° nfi " boftangi pachi, captain of Othman’s guards, had 
a great fhare in his favor, as he always accom¬ 
panied his matter in his excurfions by land and 
fea. The grand eunuch, who had not a little 
contributed to place Othman on the throne, had 
likewife credit both by the gratitude of the em¬ 
peror and the want the prince had of his fervices. 
The valid fultanefs, grand-mother to Othman, 
had acquired confiderable pretenfions to his con¬ 
fidence. , Hiftory fays nothing of his mother, 
either that flie was dead when Othman attended 
the throne, or that her incapacity prevented her 
from bearing any part in the reign of her fon. 
The fovereign power was divided between thole 
that we have juft named. Viner effendi, the only 
one of them that had no official authority, per¬ 
ceived 
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ceived that his power would depend on the de- 
gree of influence which he fhould be able to af- «—v—* 
fume over the mind and actions of his pupil. 

He was the enemy of Sandar bafhaw, the aga of 
the janiflaries. He endeavoured to prejudice his 
matter againft a corps which hau^ttjntributed to 
the placing of him on the throne, and which confe- 
quently could deprive him of it. . He was oeo- 
tinually painting to him the danger which this 
infolent foldiery made all thofe run that durft at¬ 
tack their interefts or did not favor their ca¬ 
prices : and in order that this prince might with 
greater facility throw off the authority of thofe 
that, governing in his name, were in no hafte to 
give him a very perfeft knowledge of govern¬ 
ment, he advifed him to rove about Conftantino- 
pl# in difguife, the better to ftudy the manners of 
the people, and to endeavour to difcover abufes. 

The emperor, agreeably to this advice, viflted 
the mofques, coffee-houfes, imarets or public col¬ 
leges, fquares, and markets. He entered into coq- 
verfationwith thofe that appeared capableof giving 
him information. The boftangi pachi accompanied 
him in all thefe excurfions; but Othman was. yet 
too young to fee with an eye of obfervation. He 
was principally Ihocked at the frequent ufe which 
the Turks, and particularly the janiflaries, made 
of wine. The principles which Viner effendi 
had inculcated in him, were very auftere on all 
the praftices of religion and the obfervation of 

the 
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1.0.1619. t jj e j aws 0 f Mahomet. Othman’s zeal was feve* 

Heg. 1028. 

»—v—* ral times fo heated at the fight of drunken peo¬ 
ple, who raifed up quarrels and caufed diforders 
Mifpiaced * n £ ^ e ft reets of Conftantindple, that he made 
feverity of himfelf known and ordered the delinquents to be 
othman. feized and put to immediate death. The bof- 
tangi pachi, the emperor’s faithful efcort, was 
obliged to affemble troops and feek executioners. 
The misfortune fell almoft always on the janif- 
faries j this was the commencement of the reci¬ 
procal hatred between the emperor and that 
foldiery. 

j.c.1610. Whilft the young monarch was manifefting, by 
Heg.1029. a( q. s 0 f r jg 0Urj a power which his age did not 
permit him to make a beneficial ufe of, his grand 
vizier repaired the Ioffes that the empire had fuf- 
fered from the Perfians. This general was for¬ 
tunate in all his enterprifes: two bloody battles 
regained him all the country that the fophi had 
conquered. As this prince received no fuccour 
^whatever from the European powers, who had 
promifed him to make a diverfion both by fea 
and land, he was conftrained to pay the tribute of 
feventy loads of filk, the refufal of which had 
been the caufe of the war. The grand vizier, 
on his return to Conftantinople, where he entered 
with all the pomp of triumph, did not live long 
to enjoy his glory. A fit of ficknefs carried him 
off, and he nominated Dilaver bafhaw, the cai- 
macan, to fucceed him. The emperor, who was 

not 
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hot yet capable of choofing, was docile to 
advice of the expiring minifter, as the fubtle 
caimacin had found means to pleafe^is mafter’s 
preceptor, and this effendi hoped to govern in 
the name of a complaifant grand vizier. He 
prevented the aga of the janiffaries from having 
the pla$e of caimacan, and thereby excited more 
and more that corps againft the emperor and 
himfelf. The young monarch afpired at glory ; 
he fancied, like the generality of mankind, that 
war was the fureft road to acquire if. An occa- 
fion foori offered. Betlem Gabor, waywode of 
Tranfylvania, had taken advantage of the trou¬ 
bles excited by the reformers in Bohemia and 
Hungary, to make war with fuccefs againft the 
houfe of Auftria. The emperor Ferdinand II. 
had interefted in his quarrel Sigifmund king of 
Poland, who affifted him with confiderable fuc- 
cours. The waywode of Tranfylvania, wifhing 
to balance this auxiliary power, propofed to the 
Turks the conqueft of Auftria: it was wanting, 
he faid, to the rounding of the Ottoman empire. 

Betlem Gabor fent word to the young monarch, 
that, if he would fuccour his vaffals, as it was the 
intereft of fo great a prince to do, he, the way¬ 
wode, would promife Othman to procure him 
loon a triumphal entry into Vienna. Such bril¬ 
liant offers heated a young prince who longed to 
fjgnalize himfelf but Othman ftill liftened to 
vot. n. Uu the 
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licg loig’ ^ ie a ^vice °f his minifters. They reprefented to 
v—•> him, that nothing Humid engage a Muffulman 
ardou^for prince to break a treaty which his allies faithfully 
prepared* obferved. Othman, to reconcile the Mahometan 
whhp'o- faith with the warlike ardour which inflamed 
land. him, refolved to attack the king of Poland, with 
whom he was not engaged by any treaty, on the 
trifling pretext of fome Coflacks' having made 
incurfions into the dominions of the Turkifh em¬ 
pire. He drew from Afia all the timarians, who 
were enjoying a tranquility to which their 
ancellors had been Arrangers; he ordered nu¬ 
merous levies of afaps to be made in all the pro¬ 
vinces, and, by an attention worthy of his year*, 
he was more folicitous about the pomp of this 
armament, than about what fhould render it for¬ 
midable. The richeft of the timariahs had 
brought with them a number of troopers well 
seed* of mounted and fumptuoufly clothed and armed. 
tw«n wm Their magnificence dazzled the-young monarch, 
nMiriesi*’ who publicly compared thefe brilliant troops with 
the janiflaries clothed in coarfe drefles, and whofe 
foie finery confifted in long fufees and heavy 
fwords. Othman’s hatred againft this corps ap¬ 
peared continually. Thofe, who meditated to 
pleafe their matter or to gratify their perfonal re- 
fentment, rather than to ferve the ftate and the 
fultan, incenfed more and more this young prince. 
A crime, with which Othman polluted himfelf 

proir 
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prior to his beginning the war, alienated from 
him ftill more this foldiery which he had fo much ^—* 

intereft to pleafe. 

The emperor had brothers, the eldeft of whom 
was a year younger than himfelf. This prince, j.c.1621. 
called Mehemet, of a noble, engaging figure, was 
as much admired by the janiffaries as the emperor 
was hated. Mehemet had feveral times gone out *° 
of the feraglio to take the diverfion of the field, 
or to bear part in thofe exercifes of addrefs which 
the young men of Conftantinople perform before 
the people in the Hippodrom. The janiffaries, 
and all the Turks after their example, [made the 
air refound with their acclamations which ex- 
preffed their prayers for the life of Mehemet, 
and that it would pleafe God to give them a 
matter like him. His fucceffes foon excited the 
monarch’s jealoufy : he remembered that his an- 
ceftors had taken precautions againft their bro¬ 
thers; and he refolved to deprive the janiffaries 
of the power of doing for Mehemet what they 
had 3 one for him. The young prince’s death 
was prefently determined on ; the approaching 
departure of Othman would not permit him to 
defer it. It is faid, that, when this barbarous 
order was executed, this young vidim made im¬ 
precations againft the tyrant that wreftcd his life 
from him, and to whom he predided an ap¬ 
proaching death, as violent as that to which he 
VOL.». u U 2 had 
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J^i^'had fo unjuftly condemned him. Though the 
v— < cuftom of maflacring the brothers of the empe¬ 
rors had been abolifhed only.fince Achmet, the 
people, who had flattered themfelves that they 
fliould never more fee this barbarity, learned the 
death of the young Mehemet with fo much hor¬ 
ror, that the minifters difiuaded Othman from 
putting to death his uncle Muftapha, or any of 
his other brothers, who were all in infancy. 
Theempe. At length the time of fetting out for Poland 
ehes to- being arrived, the emperor marched towards 
und. " Moldavia with an efcort of twenty thoufand men. 
On his arrival in that province at the general 
rendezvous, he found himfelf at the head of three 
hundred thoufand fighting men. Sandar balhaw, 
who had ’till then commanded the Turks and 
Tartars combined, had put to flight Solkieulki 
the Poliih general j the latter, being returned 
home with the broken remains of his beaten 
army, prevailed on Sigifmund his matter to con¬ 
voke the republic in order to obtain new fuc- 
cours. Thefe people, fo little under fubjedtion, 
comprehended the neceifity of fighting for their 
country. A hundred thoufand men, nobles and 
plebeians, appeared in an inftant under the co¬ 
lours of Sigifmund. This army was placed un¬ 
der the command of the palatine of Wilna, who 
in this war ferved as lieutenant to princeUladiflaus 
the fon of the king of Poland. Thefe brave pa¬ 
triots, aflembled on the confines of Moldavia ^nd 

Poland 
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Poland near the cattle of Choczin, waited for the 

. Heg.1030. 

enemy in an advantageous camp. The arrival of *—/-—* 
the Ottoman army, at Jeaft twice as numerous as 
theirs, did not terrify them in the leaft. So much 
riches difplayed to the eyes of the Poles feemed 
only to offer them a rich booty. Othman, full 
of the ancient renown of the Turks, encouraged 
by the number and magnificence of his foldiers, 
whom he fancied more formidable with gold 
hiked fwords and clubs bound with polifhed fteel, 
gold, filver, &c. than they would have been with 
arms of lefs value, haftened to come to adtion, He attacks 
notwithftanding the difadvantage of the ground l near Choc- 
he was beaten by a prince of his own age well zm ' 
feconded j and, though Othman flew with eager'- 
nefs wherever his prefence could reanimate his 
foldiers, he experienced what good advice, cool- 
nefs, and experience, can do in war, againft num¬ 
ber and even imprudent courage. The Turks 
loft in this battle a great many more officers, in 
comparifon, than foldiers. Othman, who had 
declared himfelt* for clofe fighting, had animated 
all thofe that wifhed to merit his efteem. The 
battalions ofjaniffaries were not let loofe on the 
Polifh troops 'till a great number of timarians 
had loft their lives, in feeking to make them- 
felves confpicuous to their matter. The fhock 
of thefe clofed battalions, whofe efforts might be 
likened to thofe of a heavy, murdering machine 
formed to crufh every thing that comes in its 

way. 
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He^’ 1030' wa y> was una ^ e t0 recover the vidtory. Othman, 
*—v—^ crying with rage, and accufing the janiffaries of 
He u re- having loft their ancient valour, ordered the re>- 

pul fed. ■ 

treat to be founded. The palatine of Wnna 
would not advife his prince to purfue them : the 
fituation of his camp was too advantageous to 
be expofed to the hazard of loling it. But as 
Othman could not remain quiet, the palatine re- 
pulfed every day fome of the different corps 
which the fultan fent to attack him. Never was 
there a campaign of the Turks more univerfally 
unfortunate. A fovereign little otherwife than a 
child, who oppofed only ardour, ralhnefs, and ob- 
ftinacy, to the coolnefs of an old general, fuffi- 
ciently efteemed by the fon of his king, for the 
latter to rely entirely on his experience ; an im- 
martial vizier, who commanded foldiers, either 
badly difeiplined or difeontented, in a country 
that he did not know, and where the inhabitants 
fought only to lay ambufhes; whole corps re¬ 
volted againft their mafter, ftifling a fecret joy at 
all the misfortunes which they experienced and 
at the little fuccefs of their arms j every thing 
feemed to favor the lefs number, and the con- 
ftant efforts of thofe who fought in their own 
country for their homes, their families, and every 
thing moft dear to them. The grand feignior, 
who, notwithftanding fo many repulfes, had al¬ 
ways the fuperiority in number, endeavoured to 
furround the Poles in their camp and take them 

by 
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by famine. As this manner of fighting was flow 
and but little conformable to the fiery character *—■v—* 
of Othman, he refolved to go with a corps of fifty 
thoufand men and attack a fmall place on the 
left of the Poles’ camp, whilft the latter, con¬ 
tented with flopping fuch a numerous army, 
ihould remain blocked up. This caftle, bui^on 
the top of a fteep hill, on which it would have 
been impoffible to get up cannon, thundered 
on all that attempted to approach it. The 
'emperor, having contemplated with aftonifiiment 
this inacceflible place, alked who could have for¬ 
tified it fo. God Almighty , anfwered the vizier, 

meaning to fay, without doubt, that nature had 
done every thing. Well! replied the prince, let 
God take it then if he will, and immediately he 
rejoined the mean body of his army. 

The intereft of the Poles was to tire out their 
enemies, and to obtain by that mean an honora¬ 
ble peace ; but a fcarcity began to be felt in the 
camp; and, though the parties which they fent to 
the neighbouring towns were generally fo fortu¬ 
nate as to pafs fafe, after having broken through 
the Turkilh lines, and to return to their camp 
ydth the fame fuccefs, the fmall quantity of provi- 
fions that they brought with them was infufficient 
for the fupport of the troops. The palatine of 
Wilna died of a diforder which began to be con¬ 
tagious. In his laft moments he recommended 
to the prince, fon of the king of Poland, the 

glory 
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anc * preservation of their common country 
*—*■—** Young Uladiflaus chofe for fucceffor to this able 
general, him whom he believed the ableft after 
him. Lubomiftki, whofe experience and talents 
rendered him worthy of commanding fuch brave 
men, did not refufe this employ in the time when 
it was more difficult than ever. Though the 
fituation of the Poles became more and more difa- 
greeable, Lubomiftki would by no means quit a 
camp which fhut the entrance of Poland againft 
a powerful army, and the fecurity of which* daily 
procured new fuccefs to his troops who wanted 
encouragement. As he had intelligent ipies, he 
relied on the difunion faid to be in the Turkilh 
camp, on the difeontent of the janiffaries, the in¬ 
capacity of the chiefs, and the rafh valour of a 
young prince who, being accuftomed to have 
nothing refill him, was likely to make the moft 
dangerous and inconfiderate attempts. And in¬ 
deed, the difgrace of feeing the main body of his 
army ftopped for fo long a time, and being beaten 
by piece-meal almoft every day, made him order 
a general affault on the enemy’s camjaf The ad¬ 
vantage of the Poles, who defended themfelves in 
a favorable place, behind good intrenchments, 
and who ftruck, as they approached, enemies al¬ 
ready out of breath by the time they came within, 
their reach, was a fufficient compenfation for 
the difference of number. The emperor would 
have his janiffaries, who had been repulfed three 

times 
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times with great lofs, charge a fourth j and as his 
vizier and the aga of that foldiery reprefented to '—«—* 
the prince that he would facrifice his bed foldiers Snate°in’ 
in an attack which deftroyed'them to no purpofe: “p C t h e ns 
“ When 1 fhall have loft thefc affes, exclaimed t ^|' s c ‘" p . 
** the emperor in a rage, I fhall be able to find 
ft good horfes to fupply their places with.” This 
expreflion, which was told the janiffaries, did not 


a little contribute to the misfortune which the 


imprudent Othman experienced a fhort time 
after. This bloody attack had no other fuccefs- 
than that predi&ed by the generals : it aug¬ 
mented the difcouragement of the affailants, and 
raifed the hope of thofe that had made fuch a 
noble defence againft them. But the contagion 
made fuch conftant ravages in their camp, that 
prince Uladiflaus and his lieutenants did not,ex- 
pe£t any other fruit from their refiftance than an 
approaching and more honorable peace than they 
had at firft hoped for. 

The deputies, that they fent to the Turks were 
favorably received; they were conduced through 
the camp, in order to dazzle them with the mag¬ 
nificence that reigned there and the number of 
foldiers ftill remaining, notwithftanding fo many 
Ioffes. The Poles were at firft received by the 
waywode of Walachia, who had followed Othman 
to the army, and who, as a Chriftian prince, of¬ 
fered hofpitality to the deputies, and his me¬ 
diation in the object of their million. The 

X x Poles, 
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Heg" *030! ■^ > °l es > having accepted both, had, a few hours 
—' after, an audience of the grand vizier, who 
was accompanied by the other viziers of the 
bench and Viner effendi, the emperor’s preceptor. 
Thefe minifters began with demanding, that 
commiffioners fliould be named to agree on the 
limits ; which was granted without the lead dif¬ 
ficulty; but the grand vizier having added that 
the fublime emperor required that the chiefs of 
the Coffacks, who were the firft caufe of the war, 
fliould be given up to him, and that Poland 
fliould acknowledge him for its high fovereign, 
the deputies reje&ed thefe two propofitions with 
firmnefs, faying, that the Coffacks were zealous 
fubjefts of the republic of Poland, who had al¬ 
ways ferved it faithfully, and who had done no 
more again ft the Turks than what the Tartars, 
who were fubje&s of the eaftern empire, had 
done before againft their republic; that with 
refpeft to their becoming vaffals of the Turkiftj 
emperor, the republic of Poland had never ack¬ 
nowledged, nor never would acknowledge in 
future, any other chief than the king whom it 
had a -right to choofe; and that the fuccefs of 
the war proved that it was worthy of ftiling itfelf 
the equal of the Ottoman empire. The viziers, 
offended at this refiftance, having told the de¬ 
puties that they might retire, if they did not 
acquiefce in the demands made them, the latter 
returned towards their camp. The grand vizier 

ha£ 
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had them recalled; and, after a new conference, J- c - 1621 - 
in which the Ottoman minifters appeared much 
more complying, one of the deputies was fent 
back to the Polifh camp, to propofe to prince 
Uladiflaus and the plenipotentiary palatines of 
the republic, the following conditions: That com- 
miflioners fhould be appointed to re-eftablifh the 
ancient limits fuch as they had been known; 
that the Coflacks and Tartars fhould refpeftively 
be forbidden to attack the new allies, and that 
the two contra&ing powers Ihould equally punifh 
the offenders ; that the Polifh ambafiador, who Peace con- 
Ihould go to Conftantinople for the ratification twnPo- 6 " 
of the treaty, fhould be received as the minifter Ottoman 
of an ally, and fhould carry prefents, without empire ’ 
thefe marks of good will being confidered as 
tribute. Thefe propofitions having been ac¬ 
cepted by the prince and palatines, the deputy 
returned to theTurkifh camp, bringing with him 
a Polifh lord, who was to follow the emperor to 
Conftantinople in quality of ambafiador ordinary. 

The next day Othman gave a folemn audience 
to the deputies; he received them fitting on his 
throne with as much pomp as if he had been in 
his palace at Conftantinople. Thefe Poles, after 
the ufual ceremonies, prefented the emperor with 
the treaty figned by the plenipotentiaries, and 
addrefled him in a noble and refpeftful fpeecb, the 
fubftance of which was, that they offered to one 
of the moft powerful monarchs in the world, not 
yOL.n. Xxa gold 
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Jif* i'o*o" an< i precious ftones, which he was better 
»-v—< furnilhed with than any other potentate, but 
arms, the foie riches that they poffeifed, and which 
had feryed them to merit his efteem. This 
harangue was accompanied with two pieces of 
cannon, brought to the entrance of the emperor’s 
tent, and with a quiver of arrows which the de¬ 
puties left at the foot of the throne. After the 
ceremony the Poles were entertained in the grand 
vizier’s tent. The night was pafied in rejoicings 
the two camps. The next day the Turks re- 
tire * quired that the Foies fliould decamp firft, and 
repafs the Niefter, a river which was to form the 
moft confpicuous boundary of their territory. 
The Polilh troops were in fuch bad order, fa 
worn out with fatigue, dileafe, and all the evils 
attendant on mifery, that the 1'urks, who law 
them file off, were afhamed at having treated 
with fuch a weakened army. Not above a quar¬ 
ter of thofe that marched from Poland returned. 
The fight of thefe languifhing troops offered 
father the idea of prifoners efcaped from a long 
Captivity, than of a brave army that had juft pro¬ 
cured their country an honorable peace. The 
Turks, who had not fuffered fo much, had loft 
more than one third of their foldiers by the ene¬ 
my’s fword; they retired with their riches and all 
the refentment which the army retained again fl; 
their emperor and the emperor againft his army. 

It 
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It was foon rumoured that Othman had a mind 
to extinguish the corps of janiffaries. He had * 
threatened it feveral times. They learned that 
he had fent to Grand Cairo to levy infantry, when •* 
the whole empire was enjoying a profound peace: 
and it was remarked, that, whenever Othman prince, 
went out of the feraglio, the boftangis and topg- 
gis, the former of which are intended only to 
guard the infide of the palace and look after the 
gardens, and the latter are matroffes, compofed 
his retinue and alone lhared his liberalities. 

The fpahis and janiffaries, equally irritated a t 
this fort of favor, expreffed aloud their difcon- 
tent. This was ftill worfe when the erpperor 
declared his intention of taking a journey to Mec¬ 
ca. All thofe, that were interefted in rendering 
the court odious, publilhed that the minifters of 
this child, who had been made emperor, were tak¬ 
ing advantage of his youth to overturn the go. 
vernment; that it was not only thefe two corps, 
the conquerors and founders of the Ottoman em¬ 
pire, that were aimed at, but that Conftantinopie 
would no longer be the moft flourifhing city in 
the world; that the feat of the empire was going 
to be removed to Mecca, as the monarch’s greedy 
counfellers would find an opportunity to enrich 
themfelves in this tranfinigration. The'malecon- 
tents faw, or would fain make others fee, what 
had no kind of foundation. Othman had never 
idea of making Mecca the capital of the era- 



346 HISTORY OF THE OTTOMANS. 

pire j ,but his old preceptor, Viner effendi, as we 
*—v-~» have already obferved, had preferved a conftdera- 
ble influence over the mind of his matter. The 
brother of Viner, a mollah* at Mecca, met with 
contradictions from the cheriff§ there, who de¬ 
puted part of the authority with him, and a num¬ 
ber of pecuniary rights. This cherif was very, 
powerful and greatly beloved. Viner effendi had 
perfuaded Othman to make this pilgrimage, from 
which moft of the emperors had, fo far, excufed 
themfelves, in order that the prefence of the maf- 
ter might eclipfe the cherif, and reftore the mollah 
the privileges which he Fancied belonged to him. 
This trifling concern was the origin of that great 
revolution which we are going to relate, and ( that 
prefently produced a fecond. Viner effendi, who 
wilhed to pleafe his matter before every other 
confideration, had taught him to contemn the 
cuftoms which the emperors cannot negledt 
without exciting a great fcandal and rifking 
their authority. We have already feen that 
the pride of the Ottoman monarchs had de¬ 
terred them from marrying, and that they never 
. took to their bed any others than concubines. 
Othman, notwithftanding the example of his an- 
ceftors, who, fince Solyman, had avoided a yoke 
which the Turks confider as incompatible with 

the 

* Th, mollahs are. the cadis of the great towns. 

4 This cherif is prince of Mecca; he is taken from the race of emirs. 
»r cefccnriants of Mahomet, and is appointed' by the grand' feignior; he 
cni;. a pit.ariwr and limited authority) 
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the fovereign power, overcome by a blind paffion, |£*J®** 
refolved to marry the daughter of a fultanefs, the *— r 

fitter of the emperor Mahomet III. and of a 
bafhaw the hufband of that princefs. Neither 
the reprefentations of the mufti, nor of all the 
great men, lefs flatterers thanViner, could pre¬ 
vail on this young prince, convinced that nothing 
in the world ought to conftrain his pleafure. All 
Conftantinople was full of indignation. The 
clamours againft this innovation and the journey to 
Mecca became fo unanimous, that the mufti, the 
friend of the people and jealous of Viner, pub- The ims 
lifhed of the own accord, a fetfa, which de- fa again#: 
dared the marriage contra&ed by the emperor riage con- 
inconfiftent with the dignity of the throne. This thee*^ 
fetfa decided likewife, that the good of the ■ 
ftate had ever exempted the emperors from iSThe 
the pilgrimage to Mecca j that fuch an a< 5 l of ^ r °£° k g s » 
devotion could not be agreeable to God from Mecca * 
fovereigns bbliged^to watch over their people. 

This decree of the mufti’s was a fufficient au- Co m- 
thority for the rebellion of the janiffaries, who 
moreover learned that the troops levied at Grand 
Cairo were to meet the emperor to compofe his 
guard. For feveral days all the fquares were full 
of odas pachis, torpachis, and adjacs agas, (it is 
thus they call the different ranks of the officers 
of the janiffaries) who, more alarmed than the 
private foldiers, conferred together how to pre- 
ferve their corps fro.m the fall with which it was 

threatened. 
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• threatened. Their aga, the fworn enemy of 
Viner effendi, had the boldnefs to declare to the 
etnperor, that the corps of janiffaries and fpahis 
manifefted an uneafinefs which might produce 
fatal confequences, if the emperor did not deter¬ 
mine to repudiate his new fpoufe, and to remove 
from his counfels thofe that incenfed him againft 
the moft ufeful fervants that the Ottoman houfe 
had ever employed. This boldnefs was like to 
coft the aga of the janiffaries his life, who, hav¬ 
ing left the feraglio, complained greatly of the 
manner in which his falutary advice had been 
received. The next day the ulema being af- 
affembled in the mofque of fultan Achmet, the 
janiffaries and fpahis ran thither in crowds, raff¬ 
ing over their heads the mufti’s fetfa, and de¬ 
manding that the effendis fhould divert the em¬ 
peror from going to Mecca, and obtain the repu¬ 
diation of the fultanefs. On the clamours of this 
foldiery, the effendis decided that it was time to 
warn his highnefs of what had happened, and of 
what might happen, if he continued his refolution 
of leaving Conftantinople, as the tents and bag¬ 
gage that were tranfporting to Scutari feemed 
to announce, or if any troops Ihould approach 
the capital. Twenty of the ulema, the moft 
venerable by their age and acquired confi- 
deration, prefenced themfelves a: the foot of the 
throne, and painted to the emperor, in very ftrong 
colours, the general difeontent which the pil¬ 
grimage 
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grimage to Mecca and his marriage excited; 
they added likewife that the intended tedu&ion of 
the janiffaries alarmed all the good Muffulmen, 
who remembered with veneration the inftitution 
of that foldiery, particularly confecrated to God 
by the miniftry of a prophet, and all the con¬ 
quers which they had made for the glory of the 
empire and the houfe of Ottoman. .Thefe good 
effendis, having fpoken with great fenfibility and 
force of expreffion, concluded with a hint that a 
rebellion was on the point of breaking out. The 
young prince, who was not ufed to menaces, ex¬ 
claimed: 1 will exterminate all the fpahis and 
alt the janizaries, but not 'till I have h(id all you ^£“ ls the 
pounded in a mortar. The effendis retired af- 
frighted, and the grand vizier threw himfelf at«^ nsto 
the feet of Othman, and faid to him with tears 
in his eyes : “ Great prince, put me to death, 

€t but fave your empire, your life, and friends.” 

Thefe words and the manner in which they were 
fpoken by the vizier, were felt by the emperor 
but could not divert him from his purpofe. He 
replied, that, the more the troops feemed to op- 
pofe his journey to Mecca, the more he was de¬ 
termined on It 5 that he would not accuftom the 
janiffaries to give him law. 

Meanwhile, the twenty effendis being returned 
to the mofque of fultan Achmet, informed the 
officers of the fpahis and janiffaries, how they had 
been received by the emperor. On this, the 
vot. ir. Y y clamours 
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i.c. ifer. clamours redoubled within and without the 

Heg.iV$j c 

»—■v—' mofque. It was unanimoufly agreed to go to 
Viner effendi, who was the monarch’s only ad- 
vifer, to procure a promife from him," that his 
prince ihould repudiate the fultanefs j that he 
would not go to Mecca, and not permit the 
troops to approach Conftantinople; in cafe of 
refufal they fwore that they Would tear him 
to pieces who had fo badly advifed the em- 
Thc jjnif- peror. A torpachi of the janilfaries put himfelf 
people at the head of thofe that went to the palace of 
mukueufly Viner effendi: this troop, which increafed as it 
honf/of paffed the ftrects, prefently arrived before the 
ftnd^then houfe, which they found ihut. The doors were 
grjfnd vi- forced fooner than they could have been opened, 
laftiytothe The janilfaries found only fome terrified flaves 
r«^uo. there who were incapable of defending their maf- 
ter’s effefbs from pillage, and who declared on 
oath to thofe that demanded Viner effendi, that 
the codgea or preceptor was fled. Darud (that 
was the name of the torpachi*who headed the 
mutineers), without lofing more time in pil¬ 
laging, conduced his troop to the grand vizier’s, 
to demand of that minifter what they had at firft 
intended to obtain from Viner effendi. The 


palace of Dilaver bafhaw was ihut like that of 
Viner. The grand vizier’s guards, who faw a 
confufed multitude, armed only with white (licks 
as the janilfaries are during peace, refolved to 
make, fome refiftance againft their reiterated 

threats 
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threats of forcing the door. They fired from the J- c - f6l? * 
windows and killed feveral of thefe mutineers, w*—-» 
This only increafed their indignation r and the 
diforder j in an inftant all the (hops in Conftan- 
tinople were lhut. The people mixed with the 
Jbldiers, and this multitude ran to the feraglio, 
crying, they would have the heads of the codgea 
Viner effendi and the grand vizier Dilaver. The 
outer gate of the feraglio was open, and a pro¬ 
found filence reigned in the fir ft court; they 
were afraid that this apparent calm concealed 
ambulhes, particularly as it was rumoured that 
the grand feignior had armed the icoglans and 
boftangis. Darud, that he might not be taken 
by furprife, ordered fentinels to get up on the 
minarets of the mofque near the feraglio, from 
which every thing could be, difcovered that paffed 
within this vaft edifice. The fentinels did not 
perceive the leaft appearance of men in arms; 
the boftangis and icoglans were fo terrified that 
they had lhut themfelves up in the odas of the 
feraglio. The imprudent Othman had taken 
no other precaution againft this .mutinous fol- 
diery than to have all the inner doors lhut. The The night 
arrival of night appe&fed the tumult.; but the the rebel*, 
rebels, fo far from abandoning their ente'rprife, 
knew how to employ the time to advantage. 

Whilft Othman was congratulating himfelf on the rebel. 

. lion re- 

the difperfion of this rebellious troop, and deter- commen- 
mining within himfelf to p’unilh the chiefs, Darud the day. 

vol. ii. y y 2 and 
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Heg 1031' anc ^ the other officers, both of the fpahis and janif-- 
vw faries, colledted arms and took their meafures for 
putting an end to what they had but juft begun. 
At break of day, the janiflaries and fpahis left 
their odas, not in diforder and armed with white 
fticks as the day before,-but with mufkets and 
fwords with their colours and inftruments of war, 
followed by levantis drawing with them cannon 
from the fhips, which they had had time to place 
on carriages. A crowd of foldiers from other 
corps, and fome of the inhabitants of Conftan- 
Thejanif- tinople, followed thefe regular troops, who, keep- 
med’force ing their ranks, marched under the command of 
)*o' a'n” 8 * their officers. They firft got poffeffion qf the outr 
iTiTaims fide walls and all the gates of the feraglio j after 
obSn'ins which they entered the firft coyrt, crying aloud 
them. t j iat t h e y W ould have the blood of the codgea Vi- 
ner, the grand vizier Dilaver, the caimacan, the 
grand defterdar, the kiflar aga, and a bafhaw called 
Tchaous. All thefe officers were accufed of hav¬ 
ing given advice to the fultaq, of being the caufe 
of his marriage, of his journey to Mecca, and of 
the levying of troops at Grand Cairo. The rebels 
then demanded fix victims inftead of two only, 
which they had marked out* the day before. A$ 
all the feraglio remained in filence notwith- 
ftanding this tumult, they brought forward the 
cannon to beat down the gate which commu¬ 
nicated with the fecond court, and having found, 
there the lame foljtude and tranquility, the can¬ 
non 




non then opened a communication with the third J ,c - 162 ** 

Heg.1031. 

court. The people who were not armed had *—v—> 
taken billets of wood that they found piled up in 
the fecond court, with which each of them had 
made himfelf a fort of club. As foon as the 
cannon had beaten down th'e gates, the populace 
entered in a crowd. Some icoglans, baltagis, 
and boftangis, told the grand vizier that there 
were people in the divan court, but that they did 
not fee any foldiers among them. Though Di- 
laver, who was in the divan chamber with the 
effendis and bafhaws of the bench, had heard that 
they had profcribed his head, he thought his 
prefence would have weight with a populace 
without a chief, and that this firmneft would 
make thofe return to their duty whom the filence 
of the feraglio had encouraged to a revolt. He 
went out accompanied by lome chiaus and the 
boftangi pachi; the other members of the divan, 
not fo ralh as the grand vizier, fhut the doors 
after him with precipitation. The prime minif- 
ter had no fooner appeared, than he was murdered 
by th,efe fame people that he had pretended tOzier. dT " 
dilperfe. The boftangi pachi was beloved, as he 
had often difarmed the grand feignior’s rage, 
and faved the life of the condemned. It was 
well known likewife that he had done his utmoft 
to prevent the railing of new levies : notwith- 
ftanding the rage of the people, there was no in¬ 
jury done this officer, whom the janiflaries openly 

protected. 
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T^-j^-protefted. They invited him even to take pait 
v —j in the revolt j but he got away in the crowd, and 
never appeared again during the whole revolution. 

Meanwhile, the troops were ranged in battle 
in the divan court. Darud and thofe that he 
made his lieutenants placed guards all around 
the outfide of the feraglio, without prefuming 
at firft to attack the buildings. The people 
and foldiers repeated uncealingly the names of 
the five victims, demanding that the emperor 
fhould promife not to go to Mecca, difband 
the new levies from Grand Cairo, and re¬ 
pudiate his wife. The lot which the prime 
minifter had juft experienced cured the other 
minifters fhut up in the divan of any defire to 
open the doors. Notwithftanding the inaftion 
of the troops,'who, always in order of battle, 
contented themfelves with loudly repeating their 
.demands, the emperor and all his fervants re¬ 
mained (hut up, and perfevered in an obftinate 
filence. At length, two hours having paft fincc 
the maffacre of the grand vizier, an unknown 
voice from the ranks cried; “ We will have 
“ fultan Muftapha, the uncle of Othman, for 
<c our emperor j let him appear .and reign.” 
This cry was immediately repeated by all the 
troops: and the foldiers, forgetting their vidtims, 
no longer pronounced but: We will have fultan 
Muftapba for our emperor. The chiaus that had 
come out with the unfortunate grand vizier were 

afraid 
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afraid of meeting the fame fate as the minifter: 
no mifchjef had been done them, but they were v—* 

prevented from getting away. The mutineers 
obliged them to poiijt out the place where faltan 
Muftapha was imprifoned ; the chiaus, lhaking 
with terror, lhewed a fmall, round, low building 
t,hat joined the haram, and which was covered 
on the top with a leaded dome. The troops 
having approached it, repeated with loud accla¬ 
mations the name of Muftapha. A doleful voice 
replied : You ajk for me and / likewife ajk for yout 
There was no door in this place that opened into 
the court. No light entered to it but through fomb 
holes made in the dome, which they foon found 
ladders to mount to. The janiflaries cut open They car 
the dome with axes, and.difcovered in a corner $£ n th 0 f 
of this fort of dungeon fultan Muftapha very 
thin and pale, lying on a mattrefs, and fur- 
rounded by lome female negroes who ferved 
him. As foon as this prince perceived the light 
and the firft janiflaries, who faluted him empexor, 
he defired fome water, faying that he had not drunk 
for two days. They drew him from this place with 
ropes through the breach which the axes had 
made. He no fooner felt the air than he fainted 
away, and remained a long time in that fituation. 

Meanwhile, the rurrfbur of what was pafling 
having reached the inner part of the feraglio, the 
doors of the divan were at length throw/i open, 
and all the effendis came out at the fame time, 

fuppli- 
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£c.i 6*2. fupplicating and alluring the rebels, that fultan 
«—v—i' Othman had given over all thoughts of going to 
daYm thh Mecca; that he had figned an order for difband- 
pbHgetbe d,n g £ hc troops from Grand Cairo ; that he was 
tike the , reac ty t0 repudiate his wife j and that he would 
him S '° deliver them the viftims which they had de¬ 
manded, as foon as the odas fhould be returned 
to their duty. cc Leave fultan Muftapha in his 
<c prifon, faid the effendis to them; what can 
u you expert from a prince whofe imbecillity has 
“ conftrained you to depofe him ?” Muftapha, 
againft whom they were ipeaking, was returned to 
life. The chiefs of the janiflaries declared to all 
the effendis, that they muft inftantly acknowledge 
this prince for their mafter, and take the oaths to 
him. As they attempted to make refiftance, re¬ 
peating rather loudly that fultan Othman was the 
lawful emperor, more than a thoufand fwords 
were drawn at the fame time, which made them 
prefently change their tone. The mufti was the 
firft that took the oaths to this prince, whom he 
had juft before treated as an ideot, and all the 
members of the ulema, at leaft thofe that were 
prefent, followed the example. 

The firft a£t of authority done by Muftapha, 
was to appoint Darut, his deliverer, grand vizier. 
As the new prime minifter had as much intereft 
as his mafter to finifh what the janiffaries had 
begun, he mounted Muftapha on the mufti’s 
horfe to conduct him to the mofque called Ortad- 

jami. 
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js*mi, in which this prince was to have thfe fword h c * ,6li * 
of Othman girded on. But he was fo weak, that *—v—» 
the effort which he made to mount on horfeback, 
threw him a fecond time into a fwoon. They 
went for a carriage, in which he was conveyed to 
the old feraglio, as the boftangis made no difficulty 
to open it. 

When Othman learned that the janiffaries and 0thma " 
fpahis had int'midated the ulema, that the mufti pn>cuma- 

* > tion of his 

and all the effendis had taken the oaths to his rival, 
unde, and that the ftreets refounded with the 
name of Muftapha, his, obftinacy and rage 
changed into defpair; he made woful lamen¬ 
tations, and afked the officers that furrounded 
him if they likewife were going to abandon him. 

The aga of the janiffaries, who believed himfelf, 
beloved -by his corps, bitterly reproached the 
prince with his conduct to that powerful foldiery, 
which, he faid, had conquered the whole Otto¬ 
man empire ; he offered at - length to go to the 
fpahis and janiffaries to offer them prefents from 
the fultan, and to endeavour to prevail on them 
to again acknowledge him for their mafter. This 
monarch fo abfolute felt for the firft time fen- 
timents of gratitude, and would fain have de¬ 
fended to intreaties ; but it was too late. At ■ 
the very time the aga of the janiffaries left the 
feraglio to make this propofal to’ the troops, the 
noife of martial mufic told him that they were 
conducing their new emperor to the mofque. 

vol. ii. Zs Muftapha, 



HISTORY oh the OTTOMANS. 

• Muftapha, preceded by the janiflaries, and fur- 
rounded by the fpahis on horfeback, with almoft 
all the ulema, and the new great officers that he 
had juft appointed, was drawn towards the Hip- 
podrom in an open carriage with all the pomp 
which the fhortnels of the time would admit of. 
The aga of the janiflaries repaired to the mofque 
before him, and placed himfelf at the head of his 
men as foon as he faw them appear. He was at 
firft received with refpe£t, and the moft confider- 
able among the janiflaries flocked around their 
chief to hear what he had to fay to them i but as 
foon as they heard that he wanted to perfuade 
them to undo their work and re-acknowledgeOth- 
man for emperor, notvrithftanding the promife of 
ten feqoins per janiflary, and an augmentation 
of pay for the fpahis of ten afpers each, all their 
fwords were drawn in an inftant, and the foldiers 
that were not near the unfortunate aga feemed 
enraged that they could not have a thruft at him. 
Another ba(haw of the bench, called Huflain, 
arrived at the fame moment riding full fpeed, 
and crying with all his might: “ Rebels, here is 
“ your emperor coming towards you, proftrate 
“ yourfelves before this redoubtable matter." He 
had no fooner approached the battalions, than he 
was cut to pieces. Othman was come out of the 
feraglio, relying on the negociation of the agaj 
and whilft this prince was proceeding (lowly to¬ 
wards the Hippodrom, Huflain, who was more 

attached 

l 
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attached to him than his other fervants, went on J; c,,62a ' 

. ... ' Heg.ioj:. 

before, left his mafter fhould rifk his liberty or ^ 
even life, and that he might give the prince 
time, fhould there *be occafion, to efcape by an¬ 
other road. The conjecture of the faithful Huf- 
fain proved but too true; but his blood was of no 
ufe to his mafter whom he had intended to ferve. 

Othman, warned of the danger that he was 
running, when he was near the Hippodrom, 
attempted to return j but a detachment of fpahis 
gallopped after him, and having overtaken and. 
furrounded the fultan, forced him to enter the 
fame mofque where the fword of Othman had 
been juft girded on Muftapha. On his ar¬ 
rival in the Hippodrom, Othman perceived the 0thman * 
bloody bodies of the aga of the janiflaries and j® c t ” e ried 
Hufiain bafhaw, who had juft died for him. He “h«eh 8 
was told who they were, for the. number of?i ee ? . 

MlluSpRA* 

wounds which they had received had fo disfigured 
them, that it was impoilible to know them again. 

“ What have thefe unfortunate men done then ?” 


cried Othman fufficiently loud to be heard by 
thofe that furrounded him: “they, have never- 
“ fpoken to me but in favor of this ungrateful 
“ foldiery.” At the fight of this young prince, 
who lhewed his companion, and who merited it 
himfelf, the janiflaries exclaimed : “ Let Oth- 
“ man be depofed, but let his days be refpeCted.’' 

On his arrival at the mofque, they conducted 
him into a room the windows of which looked 
vol. n. 1 Z 2 2 into 
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T.c.«622.i n to the great nave, which was full of foldiers* 
« —v~» Sultan Muftapha, returned from the ceremony of 
girding on the fword, was repofing himfelf in 
this fame chamber. When he faw the young 
prince enter furrounded hy feveral officers, the 
deeble emperor did not doubt that his nephew 
had gained over the foldiers. His prifoner ap¬ 
peared in his eyes a mafter ready to punilh him: 
he fell on his knees and with' tears begged for 
mercy. The unfortunate Othman regarded with 
a contemptuous fmile this new monarch in a 
pofture lb mortifying: cc See,” faid he to thole 
that furrounded him, “ the mafter that you pre- 
** fer to me; behold the fucceffor of fo many 
,c conquerors, he who lhould make you be 
ft dreaded by the infidel nations!” “ My lord,” 
faid one of the torpachis to him, Cf thefe con-. 
* ( querors of whom you are fpeaking gained, 
** their empire by the edge of our fwords, and 
* c not with troops picked up in Egypt which you 
“ wanted to fubftitute for us.” ** If my youth 
*5 has been led aftray by bad counfels,” replied 
Othman, “ my misfortune lhould inftrudt me for 
<e the future : therefore reftore me the authority 
** which I am more capable of exercifing than 
** any of the other princes of the Ottoman race.” 
As the janifiaries feemed to liften to him with 
Rifc attentioh, the new grand vizier, Darud, in whom 

which he s m ° 

j-uns in this the » little authbrity then exifting entirely lay, 
wanted to have- the depofed monarch flrangled j 

but 
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but all the janiflaries prefent oppofed it, becaufe 1622. 
the multitude had declared that Othman fhould y-—» 
preferve his life, and that if they were to attempt 
it, they would run a rilk of being torn to pieces. 

* ( Monfter,” faid Othman to this fanguinary 
ring-leader, " if I had put thee to death the 
“ firft time that thou defervedft punifhmen't, I 
“ fhould not now be in danger of my life.” 

This altercation, having raifed feveral voices, 
was partly heard in the body of the mofque. 

The janiflaries cried again: “ Preferve the life 
ft of fultan Othman.” The guards conduced 
him to the window which looked into this great" 
nave, in order that every body might fee him. 

On this, the unfortunate prince faid to them: 

* c Dear janiflaries, dear fpahis, if I have attempted 
“ any thing againft you, I have followed per- 
“ nicious counfels ; acknowledge again the voice 
“ of your emperor, and return to your obedience, 

“ or put me to death rather than expofe me lon- 
“ ger to the infults which I endure.” The cla¬ 
mours of the people and foldiers were heard from 
every part; they repeated; “ Let not Othman 
ft be emperor, but let him live.” The prince 
having loft all hopes, replied: “ let me be lhut 
« up at leaft, that I may be out of the .way of fo 
“ many indignities.” 

Meanwhile, the carriage which had brought 
fultan Muftapha to the mofque, carried him back 
to the feraglio of the emperors, followed by the 

great 
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^•1621. g rea£ officers, the principal timarians, and the 
fpahis, which formed a numerous cavalcade. 
This prince had ordered Othman to be ffiut up 
in the' prifon that the new fultan had inhabited 
four years; but Darud baffiaw, who had not 
?u£ted C to' given up his project of taking the dethroned 
Towers^& monarch’s life, had him conduced to the Seven 
fhe next Towers, in order to. divert the eyes of the fpahis 
***• and janiffaries from this unfortunate prince. 
The day after the revolution, he entered the 
chamber where the fultan was guarded, and had 
him ftrangled in his prefence, in the month of 
Oftober 162a, after which he ordered one of his 
ears to be cut off and be carried from him jn a 
box to fultan Muftapha. This minifter, orra-> 
ther affaffin, wrote on the cover of the box: A 
P h- f 'hD $ re S ent f or J u blime emperor , whom his faithful 
rud badiaw minifter has ferved againft his confent. One may 
mailer. fuppofe, that neither Viner effendi, nor the kiflar 
aga, nor the three others that had been prolcribed 
with Dilaver baffiaw, efcaped the cruelty of the 
new grand vizier, who, as a reward for the fervice 
which he had juft rendered his prince, married, 
three days after, the eldeft of his fitters. The 
unfortunate Othman was carried without pomp 
to the fepulchre of the emperor Achmet. This 
young monarch owed al] his misfortunes and 
faults to his inexperience and the flatterers that 
milled him. He was born with an elevated foul, 
and would perhaps have done great things, if he 

had 
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had not become the abfolute matter of an empire, h c - 
in an age when a man cannot be his own without v—» 

great danger. 


MUSTAPHA I. 


RESTORED, 


TVjTUSTAPHA, depofed four years before for 

his utter incapacity, was not become more incapacity 
Worthy of the throne in the dungeon where he emperor, 
had. been guarded. The only change which it had 
made in him, was, that he granted much more 
power to the valid fultanefs, his mother, whom 
he had confounded in his former reign with all 
womankind, whom he made a profeffion of hating. 

This fultanefs, endowed with more ability than 
all the other odalifks that had, like her, been 
brought up in the feraglio, advifed the new mo¬ 
narch to conceal himfelf from the eyes .of his 
courtiers, and particularly from the military 
commanders, from whom it was requifite to hide 
his weaknefs. It was reported that Muftapha 
was conftantly in prayer j that the prophet fre¬ 
quently appeared to him ; and in the mean time 
the valid fultanefs and the grand vizier, Darud, ' 
pofiefled themfelves of the fovereign authority. 

'The latter did not retain it a long time. The 

people 
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£ c -people could not remain always ignorant of Oth- 
v—* man's death, or of the accomplices of this outrage. 
The janiffaries, who were often reproached with 
having dipped their hands in the blood of their 
matter, threw this crime on the grand vizier, the 
under pachi or lieutenant of the police, and an¬ 
other balhaw that had feen it Committed. It was 
foon publifhed that the ianguinary vizier had 
made an attempt.on the life of the princes Amu- 
rath, Bajazet, and Ibrahim, brothers to Othman, 
and the only ones left of the Ottoman race. It 
is more likely that Darud meditated to make 
himfelf matter of their perfons, in order to in- 
creafe his authority, for it is no way probable that 
he intended to put them to death. * A Muflulman 
has no intereft to extinguifh the royal family, as 
the general opinion fpread in Turkey, and which 
is interwoven in the fyftem of their religion, is, 
that the family of the khan of the Tartars would 
pofiefs the throne in default of the Ottoman race. 
Be that as it may, the capi aga, the chief of the 
^zfcr 8 Da- black eunuchs, went to take the three princes 
"Attempt out of the feraglio, agreeably to the order that he 
toyof produced from the grand vizier. The young 
the pnn. p r ; nces r tf u f e d to follow him; and as he 
attempted to conftrain them, fultan Amurath* 
exclaimed : “ Are there none of my father’s fer- 

(C vants 

• They call fultan not only the reigning prince »but likewife all that are 
of the fame race. The only difference made between the emperor and the 
princes is, that the farmer is called fultan, without his name being added, 
-nd the-others fultan Bajazet, fultan Amurath, Sc. * 
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" vants that will undertake. our defence l6zl1 

The icoglans, who furrounded them, 'alarmed v-^~* 
the boftangis, baltagis, and all that were in 
the feraglio within call. The 'troop of the £ r h f‘°; nd 
capi aga was repulfed, and himfelf torn to 
pieces under the eyes of thf&.princes to wh'om he 
had offered violence. The grand vizier had only. 
time to flee, to fave himfelf from the fury of the 
janiflaries, who ran to arms. The emperor Muf- 
tapha was obliged to be drawn from his contem¬ 
plations to come himfelf and appeafe the com¬ 
motion. He declared to the foldiers, that the 
life of his nephews was in fecurity, that he had 
never a thought of taking it from them, and that 
they Ihould be refpefted in the feraglio as the 
heirs to the throne. The emperor’s harangue 
was accompanied with feveral thoufand fequins, 
which it was necefifary to diftribute to this fol- 
diery, become more and more greedy. 

The valid fultanefs, who found herfelf alone Nomina- 
at the head of affairs, haflened to appoint a grand black e«- 
vizier, left the janiflaries Ihould anticipate her a'uz'U 
choice. She fent the feals to an old black 
eunuch, called Mehemet Guirguin : which made £eg-«°3** 
people fay in Conftantinople, that the empire 
was governed by two old women. The troops 
made no oppofition to . this appointment, either 
that they were plealed at feeing the fupreme 
authority in fach feeble hands, or that the money 
which had been lavished on them ha,d lulled them 
vot.n. 3 A i mo 
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fr^’Jo*£ into fubmiflion. It was reafonable to expeft 
’—>—' great troubles under fuch a government as Muf- 
1 tapha’s. The bafhaWs of Afia, always lefs under 
fubje&ion than the reft, had an excellent pre¬ 
text and great inclination to rebel. The balhSws 
the Afutic of Erzerum, Diarbekar, and Syria, refuted to fend 
their impofts to Conftantinople, raifed troops, 
under pretence of revenging 'the death of Otto¬ 
man, and even entered into a Correipondence with 
the fophi of Perfia, promifing him fuccours, and 
the liberty of paffing into Afiatic Turkey. On 
the order which the grand vizier, Guirgufh, fcrii 
to the bafliaw of Aleppo to refign his place to 
a fucceflbr, and to come to the Porte to give an 
account of his conduct, the depofed governor had 
his intended fucceffor, an officer of the fpahis, 
ftrangled, under pretence of his having been an 
accomplice in the death of Othman. He replied 
to the grand vizier, that the good of the ftate 
required the bafhaws to remain in their govern¬ 
ments to prevent diforders ; that he, the baihsiw 
of Aleppo, inftead of fending to Conftantinople 
the impofts which he had colle&ed, Ihould em¬ 
ploy them in raifing troops to put the province 
in a ftate of defence. The old eunuch received^ 
from all quarters fimilar replies to abfolute orders 
which were become ridiculous. The valid ful- 
tanefs, who greatly regretted Darud her fon-in- 
iaw, refolved to draw him from his retreat, and 

bring 



M U S T A P H A I. 367 

bring hjm again into the divan in the capacity J; c - l6l > 
pt captain bafhaw, whieh was; not vacant. v—> 

The janiijfaries and fpahis were kill greatly The valid 
enraged, againft Dart'd, but the money which bis [“! t “ s efs 
wife and rpothei;-in-law plentifully diftributed> ^ r “ 410 
4pon reconciled this parricide with the principal a s ain - 
phiefs among his old comrades, who had rajfed 
up the janizaries againft him, and he appeared 
again at the Porte. The only thing left to be 
(lone was to. wreft the place of captain bafhaw 
tom the pprfqn that had it. A falfity would 
cod; nothing either to Darud or the fukanefs his 
mother-in-law. They agreed to accufe the cap¬ 
tain. bafhaw in the divan with* having fecret in¬ 
telligence with the bafhaws of Aleppo and. Er- 
zerum, and at the fame time to render him 
fufpe.fted by the janiflaries, by fpreading in the 
pdas that Calil bafhaw (that was his name,) had 
adyifed the murder of feveral of their comrades, 
committed one after another by the governors of 
Alia, to revenge the death of Othman. Darud 
produced pretended intercepted letters from the H< _ ^ 

bafhaw of Erzerum to Calil, and others from"the «pum 

bafliaw ot 

Calil to the bafhaw of Aleppo, which tended to treafon. 
prove a connexion between the captain bafhaw 
and theft; two rebels. During the reign of Muf- 
tapha, the fbldiers were continually in arms. 

Several pdas of fpahis and japiflaries marched 
in order to the feraglio, demanding loudly that 
the diyan fhould affemble, to judge the captain 
von. lr. 3 A 2 bafhaw. 
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• bafhaw. Calil was. informed bf it. He had the 
confidence to get on horfeback, and repair to the 
feraglio. As foon as he perceived the troops 
drawn up in order of -battle before the outer 
court, he drew fome papers from his bofom, and, 
holding them up' at a diftance, cried: “ Faithful 
" fpahis, brave janiflaries, you require that I 
" lhould be tried, t and I demand it as much as you 
do. Let the divan afiemble, let your chiefs 
enter the chamber, and the culprits will foon 
“ be known.” This noble confidence pleafed the 
troops and reprefied their clamours. The aga 
of the janiflaries and the fpahi agafi having en¬ 
tered the feraglio with Calil, fome torpachis of 
the janiflaries, fome mufalims of the fpahis, and 
all the bafhaws of the bench, Calil faid to the 
grand vizier, Guirguin, who wanted to elude this 
examination, that neither he .Guirguin, nor he 
.CaliJ, nor any of thofe * that entered the divan 
chamber,- lhould leave it ’till the conduct of his 
aecufer and his own were cleared up. They de¬ 
manded, as alfo the chiefs of the troops, to have 
Darud fought for, whom they knew to be in the 
feraglio. He was found in h£t with the valid 
fultanefs his mother-in-law, who, alone of all the 
Turkifh women, had aflumed the right of receiv¬ 
ing.men into her apartment. Darud came and 
produced letters from Calil to the bafhaw of 
Aleppo, as the captain bafhaw had expe< 5 led, and 
qthers from the bafhaw : of Erzerum to Calil. 

Th$ 
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The latteY, after having alleged his former fer- j.c.1623, 

, ,. , 0 ' . Heg.1032. 

vices and his attachment to the cor£>s of janif- v - -v —» 
faries, of which he had given proofs under the 
feign df Othniafi, called as a witnefs an ieffendi 
who accompanied the mufti. This man affirmed 
that he knew thfe author' of the letters juft pro¬ 
duced, and that he could bring the perfbn who 
had forged the writing. This was a young Have 
who had a talent at counterfeiting charaders. 

He was brought to the divan. The captain 
bafhaw, who, by means of the effendi, had come 
to a knowledge of the impofition, had prevailed 
on the Have by promifcs and menaces to difcovcr 
the truthi and to prove it before the judges'. 

.This young man copied the letters in the fame 
character, in prefence of the grand vizier and all 
the bafhaws of the bench, and maintained in the 
•face of Darud that he had written the original 
by his order and from his didating. The con¬ 
fidence of the accufed, and the proofs which he 
furniftied of his innocence, difconcerted the ac- 
eufer. As the latter endeavoured to make ex¬ 
cises, Calil cried : “ Now it is my turn, and I 
“ accufe Darud of having afiaffinated his mafter, 

* c againft the confent of the reigning emperor 
“ and the janiflaries, who had committed Oth- 
tc man to his ’care on condition of his not making 
any attempt on the life of that prince. I ac- 
cc cufe Darud of being the author of all the 
ff troubles which he has attempted to make me 

** refponfible 
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^eg^o-z'" relponfible for, fince it is Otbman’s death that 
V—« —> “ is mpd^ * pretext for the revolt and whi<jh is 
ft .^he caufe o£ th,e governors and foldiers of Afia’s 
“ owing to much ill wijf to the j^ti^fariies. ap4 
“ lpahis. I accufe the jabeggi pachi, here pre- 
“ fent, of having cut off an ear ftpon the dead 
“ body of Qthnaan by, order of Darud, and of 
“ having carried it in a box to My^apha,; and 
“ here is the cover of the box, with die inferip- 
“ jtipn written on it hi the affaflin’s own hand.’'* 
^a C dof n " This, cover, which the .captain bafhaw had had 
it himfcif. the addrefs to get from the emperor’s hands, had 
all the effedt that he had expe&ed from it- The 
chiefs of the troops cried, that bp deferred inftant 
death; biit the grand vizier, Guirguin, and the 
balhaws of the bench, who faw only with the 
eyes of the valid fultanefs, decided that the life 
of the emperor’s brother-in-law could not bp 
taken, without the exprefs order of that 
prince. The jabeggi pachi was put to death 
immediately, and the officers of the janiflfaries 
demanded to havp Darud delivered to their 
charge ’till the order for his death fhould bp 
received from the emperor. , The balhaws 
of the bench having reprefented to them, 
that, delivering Darud to the troops would be 
delivering him to inftant execution, gave him in 
charge to the boftangi pachi. “ Well,” cried 
the aga of the janiflaries, “ we confent to the 
"♦criminal’s remaining in the fcragjio; byt woe 

“ be 
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“ be to you and yours/’ faid he to the boftangi pa- j^-^. 
chi with a menacing tone, “ if he efcape yOur vigi- '—<—» 
ft lance.” The dfficers of the fpahis and janif- 
feries, who were more than twenty in the divan, 
drew their fwords all together, and faid aloud: 

M We fwe'ar by the prophet, that Darud fhall 
* die to-morrow.” « 

'The valid fultanefs learned, with as much vam af¬ 
fright as furprife, ‘what had pafled in the divan. 
Neither fhe, nor the grand vizier, nor Muftaph'a [u V d. Dl " 
himfelf, thought his ‘pcTwer fufficient to fave a 
head profcribed by the janiflaries. The boftangis, 

Who had not forgotten the threat of the aga, 
tfould neVer have cbnfented to let him efcape. 

^The young princefs, wife to Darud, begged with 
tears the life of this fervant of the fultan, who 
was expofed to lofe it, only for'having placed 
Mu flap ha on the throne, and for having con¬ 
firmed hirn’on it. For want of authority, the 
valid fultanefs had recourfe to the refources of 
weak princes: violence, artifide, and corruption. 

The aga. of the janiflaries, who had fhewn hirhfelf 
fo fedoubtable, was furprifed and ftrangled in his 
bed. The valid fultanefs obtained from Muf- 
tapha, or rather diftated to him, an order, ante¬ 
dated, for putting Othman to death; and by 
. means of money which Ihe lavilhed without mea- 
fure, fhe fucceeded in gaining over fome odas 
pachis of the janiflaries, and fome mufalirhs of 
the fpahis. The next morning at break of day,. 
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j.c. 1623. ail t h e °d as marched towards the feraglio, and 
’filled the courts. The boftangis brought the 
criminal into the fecond court oppofite a foun¬ 
tain, the place deftined, for executions j and as 
they were preparing to behead him, which is an 
ignominious death among the Turks, and re- 
fefvetf folely for malefactors, Darud drew from 
his bofom a paper, which he laid was an order from 
Muftapha^ and which enjoined him to put Othman 
to death. Immediately, all the officers that had 
been gained over, called to have the execution 
fufpended j and drawing near the criminal, under 
pretence of guarding him, they conduced him 
to Ortadjami mofque. A rhoufand confufed 
cries broke from the fpahis and janiflaries. All 
that had not touched the gold of the fultan'efs, 
cried, that this pretended order could not but be 
falfe, or foliated too late, as Darud had not al¬ 
leged it the day before .when he was.convicted; 
that this order contradicted the writing on the 
cover of the box, which this fame Darud had 
been forced to acknowledge. On thefe re¬ 
flections, the greater number fufpeCted the truth, 
and all exclaimed that the order ffiould be exe¬ 
cuted on the aflfaffin. A torpachi having put 
himfelf at the head of four hundred janiflaries, 
repaired to Ortadjami mofque: his comrades 
durft not defend Darud. He blamed them for 
the protection which they had given this criminal, 
andjthreatened them with the hatred of all the 

troops 
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troops if they did not confent to his execution. 

At length, having difperfed fome and perfuaded ’— 
the reft, he njade Darud get into the fame car- ft r e a ' s gled 
riage that had carried Othman to the prifon of‘ f " n ch o c f p t £' 
the Seven Towers. He conduced the culprit 
to this prifon, and had him ftrangled in the 
fame room where Darud had had fultan Othman 
put to death. 

Meanwhile, the report of the aga of the janif- 
faries’ death being fpread, his corps refolved to 
avenge a chief who had Ihewn himfelf fo cou¬ 
rageous. The odas took up arms again, and de¬ 
manded, with their ufual tumult, the depofition 
and death of the grand vizier, whom they accufed 
of being the foie author of this, outrage. The old 

0 , , . . ’the grand 

eunuch, who could not be reproached _wjth any vizier is 
other crime than his blind fubmiffion to the valid p 
fultanefs, fled as foon as he learned the danger 
that he was in. The emperor’s mother, who no 
longer knew with whom to divide the govern¬ 
ment, too weighty for her hands, conferred the 
dignity of grand vizier on the caimacan, Chufain 
balhaw, who had always been beloved by the ja- 
niflaries. She fent this minifter again with flicks 
of money, to diflperfe the mutineers, This was 
the only remedy that fhe knew for flo many cala¬ 
mities ; and this remedy, fo often made ufle of, 
began to fail. 

Chufain afiembled all the chiefs in the month, 
ofAuguft. He obferved to them that, in the ten 

vol. * 1 . ' 3 B months 
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He^'iojl! m on ths which had paffed fince the depofing of 
v —'—' Othman, anarchy was gotten to its height, and 
hufwr- that it was neceffary to choofe a mailer in whofe 
We’ tht”’ name one might govern. All agreed in the in- 
capacity of the fovereign and tfie valid fultanefs 
empire. Q f w hom they held their places. They exclaimed 
that the confufion with which the ftate had been 
troubled ever fince Muftapha had been emperor, 
promifed to work its diffolution. It was unani- 
moufly decided to remove this phantom of a 
monarch. Nothing more was neceffary than to 
agree on the form of depofing him. The grand 
vizier, the mufti, the two cadileikers, the captain 
balhaw, the reis effendi, fix viziers or bafhaws of 
the bench, the caimacan, the new aga of the 
janiffaries, (for this place was not left vacant,) the 
fpahi agafi, and feme others, compofed this af- 
fembly. The two agas were for having the 
troops proclaim Amurath, the emperor’s nephew, 
as they had proclaimed Muftapha himfelf on 
Othman’s being depofed; but the men of the 
law obferved, that this method was too arbitrary, 
and gave too much power to a feditious foldiery 
which the leaft difeontent could arm; that, .if it 
were pofiible, it would be beft to execute this 
change without tumulr, and in order thereto, all 
the divan and ulema Khould be convinced of the 
profound incapacity of Muftapha, and of the 
urgent neceffity to give him a fucceffor. The 
grand vizier appointed a meeting of the divan 

for 
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for the next day, and the mufti one of the ulema. J; c - i6z 3 * 
As foon as thofc that had a right to compofe *— 
thefe aflemblies had repaired to the great chamber 


of the feraglio, the chief of the religion and the j£“fj£ a 
prime minifter, the one followed by fome effen- d 'P ofed - 
dis, the other by feveral bafhaws, feparated from 
the reft and went to the door of the fultan’s 
apartments, defiring to fpeak to the emperor in 
the name of the whole ftate. Though the valid 
fultanefs had forbidden any one to be permitted 
to enter her fon’s room, the doors, which were at 
the difpofal of the capi aga, were foon opened. 

The deputation appeared before the prince. 

The mufti, after having kiffed the bottom of his Theyium. 
veft, earneftly conjured him to defcend into the to appear 
divan, to hear the complaints of his faithful fub- van. e 
je&s, and remedy the diforders which affiidted 
the empire. The imbecility of Muftapha was 
then apparent to all that had been chofen for 
witneffes. This prince replied by puerilities 
only, accompanied by a laugh which demon- 
ftrated what had always been fufpe&ed, In fpite 
of the clamours of the valid fultanefs, the de¬ 
puties returned to the divan.. They there gave 
an exadt and circumftantial relation of every 
thing that they had juft feen and heard. After 
this account, which left nothing to be hoped for 
from Muftapha, the affembly exclaimed that a 
chief mu ft be had for the empire. The choice 
could not fall but on one of Achmet’s children : 
votrii. 3B2 the 
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the eldeft, called Amurath, was hardly fifteen 
v —years old. An advantageous figure, great ad* 
h’chofcn ^ rc ^* s anc * ag'^y °f body, and more opennefs of 
to^fuccccd temper than could be expected in a prince of that 
age, brought up in a prifon, gave hopes that this 
young prince would one day repair the calamities 
which-afflidled the empire, and, ’till that period, 
would liften to thofe that were capable of guiding 
him. The fame deputies that had been to Muf- 
tapha, went in the name of the divan, of the 
ulema, and of the troops, to offer the empire to 
his nephew. The young prince, who had been 
inftrudted by the fultanefs his mother, who will 
be often mentioned in the courfe of this work, at 
firft refufed this honor. He faid that he would 
him w'the not ftrip his uncle of an authority which he law- 
u.- nc. f u J]y p C flf c g* C( j. g ut (.[^ d e p Ut i es having repeated 
to him feveral times that Muftapha was in a ftate 
of imbecility which rendered him abfolutely in¬ 
capable of governing, Amurath feemed to yield 
to the inflances of all the bafhaws and effendis, 
who conjured him to fave the empire. He came 
to the divan, where he fpoke, in few words, with 
great precifion arfd’grace.. Nothing remained 
but to have the fword of Othman girded on the 
new emperor. This ceremony might meet with 
oppofition. The confent of the troops had not 
been afked for this proclamation. This was the 
firft time that the divan and ulema undertook a 
revolutionJn the empire: ’till then thefe violent 

meafures 
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meafures had always been the work of the troops, *®»|- 
and particularly of the janiflaries, who had ufurp- *—■' 
ed by force the right of making and unmaking 
their emperors. It was more eflential to procure 
their confent to the-acceffion of Amurath before 
it was made public, becaufe the treafury was 
empty, and the foldiers could not be granted the 
gratification, which each emperor had always, 
given, the day that he girded on the fword of 
Othman. If the odas had oppofed the pro¬ 
clamation, the diforder would , have been at its 
height. 

It was decided therefore that this ceremony 
fhould be deferred ’till the chiefs thought, them- 
felves certain of their foldiers. Derviche balhaw, T hea|» 
the new aga of the jani(Tapes, and Eliman, the StrLp. 
fpahi agafi, undertook to aflemble at their re- Jedg^thlT 
fpe&ive homes the principal officers, to demon- ems '“ 
Urate to them the necefiity of oppofing the pro- 
gFefs of the bafhaws of Erzerum^ Aleppo, and 
Diarbekar, who had fworn implacable hatred to 
thefe two corps, and who, in their incurfions, 
caufed as many janiflaries and fpahis to be ftran- 
gled as they could meet with, to avenge, as they 
faid, the blood of the emperor Othman. The 
agas of the fpahis and janiflaries were likewife to 
jnfinuate to their corps, that the treafury being 
empty through the profufion of the laft emperors, 
and particulasly of the valid fultanefles, it was not 
eufy to levy an army, ftill lefs to pay the troops 

already 
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- already on foot what would be neceflary to ena¬ 
ble them to take the field, if credit could not be 
faund among the Jews, Frank merchants, and the 
richeft of the empire: a credit which could not 
but be defpaired of, as long as the ftate Ihould be 
governed by a prince in a ftate of lunacy, and by 
a woman who was ignorant of the firft principles 
of government; that the baftiiw of Erzerum not- 
withftanding was advancing intoNatolia, that he 
was ufurping all the riches and imports of Afia, 
with which he would foon find means to poficfs 
himfelf of Conftantinople; that thefe brave janiffa- 
ries and invincible fpahis, would be overcome by 
number, and that they would fee fink jinder them 
this empire which they had cemented with their 
blood. Thefe reafons were fufficientiy powerful 
to give hopes of their fuccefs. The two chiefs 
demanded to have the valid fultanefs, Muftapha's 
mother, fhut up in the old feraglio, in order to 
deprive her of the ability of caballing. This' 
woman, reduced to defpair, made feyeral at¬ 
tempts on her own life. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 




ERRATA. 


Page 28, line 26.—For govern thm, read govern under them. 
After the 28th page, to page 37th, for 21, 22, &c. read 
29, 30, &c. 

Page 57, line 10 —For murder 0, read murder of. 

75, line 29.—For Affekys, read AJfakys. 

8o, line 28-29.—For fucseeded, read fucceeded. 

164, line 1.2-13,—For reclamations, read rtmonjlrances of 
the reft. 

196, line z 1,*—For AJia ; employed, read AJia, and em¬ 
ployed. 

J97, line 4.—For fuffichnt, read fufficient. ^ • 

207, line 8.—Dele 'a at the end of the line. 

236, line 20.—For furface, read face. 

240, line 21.—For haram,of, read bipam, and of, 

242, line 2,—For alt edge, read allege. 

244, line 10.—For the, read the. 

285, line 20.—For campains, read campaigns. 

290, line 26.—For a man of counfel, read a man of good 
counfel. 

347, line 13.—For the, read his. 

336, line 26.—For Darut, read Darud. 















